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The Bible and the Christian Faith have been under attack in
one way or another throughout much of the history of the
e church, but only in recent times have these attacks been per-
SANDLIN ceived within the church as a healthy alternative to orthodoxy.
Modern latitudinarianism (the notion that right doctrine and
dogma, including creeds and confessions, don’t really matter)
is the consequence of modern “tolerance.”

This attitude is in some ways more dangerous than the heresy which it accommodates—at
least the church can combat heresy at the sanctuary door; but when it slithers unchallenged down
the church aisles and between the pews, the serpent can strike anywhere with virtual impunity.

Keeping Our Sacred Trust is a trumpet blast heralding a full-orbed, Biblical, orthodox Chris-
tianity. The hope of the modern world is not a passive compromise with passing heterodox fads,
but aggressive devotion to the time-honored Faith “once delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).

It is this Faith which Keeping Our Sacred Trust uncompromisingly declares. Paperback, $19.00
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PuBLISHER’S FOREWORD

Gnosticism

By Rev. R. J. Rushdoony

Chalcedon Position Paper No. 74
(Reprinted from Roots of Reconstruction, 1991)

ne of the most

common of an-

cient heresies was
Gnosticism, which is still
very much with us. Gnos-
ticism held that salvation
is from the material or
physical world, from flesh,
and it comes through
knowledge. Evil thus was
not in man’s heart but in
some aspect of his world:
the flesh, the environment,
for many today in technology, and so on. Gnosticism was
a development of Greek thought, plus Far Eastern influ-
ences, which infiltrated Jewish and Christian thought.
Many post-Christian Jewish writings, both mystical and
apocalyptic, were influenced by Gnosticism, as was the later
classis of gnostic thought, the Kabala. In Christendom, the
gnostic influences continued for centuries and then began
to diverge. At first, gnostics like Jacob Boehme,
Swedenborg, and William Blake had a Christian veneer,
but subsequently gnostic thinkers broke with Christianity.
In the realms of art and philosophy, the gnostics have been
many. They include J. W. F. Hegel, Soren Kierkegaard,
Friedrich Nietzsche, Nerval, Rilke, Yeats, Mozart, and
others, according to Benjamin Walker in his Gnosticism, Its
History and Influence (186, 983).

Gnosticism was “antagonistic to the Old Testament and
all that it stood for” (Walker, 7). This is a fact of central
importance. Over the centuries, virtually all heresies have
been hostile to the Old Testament, or have decreed that it
is now an ended dispensation, or in one way or another
have downgraded it in part or in whole. This has meant
antinomianism, a hostility to Biblical law, and hence a
vague and sometimes ascetic morality. Downgrading the
Old Testament is a way of rewriting the New, because the
meaning of the New is destroyed if the Old Testament is
set aside in any fashion. As a result, the “New Testament
Christianity” of such heretics winds up being no
Christianity at all.

Any tampering with the full force of the Bible, either
the Old or the New Testaments, in effect is intended to
silence God, to diminish His spoken Word. It should not
surprise us that the ancient gnostics held that silence best
expresses God because He is a hidden deity (deus

absconditus) who is unknown and unknowable. Moreover,

He is impassible, incapable of emotion, feeling, or passion.
(This is, of course, all alien to the God of Scripture.) In
fact, many gnostics held that being or existence could not
be ascribed to God, who is also beyond good and evil as
well as existence. The modern gnostic, Paul Tillich, held
that neither being nor non-being could be ascribed to God.
To all gnostics, Biblical law was and is anathema, for to
hold that God requires righteousness or justice of us is to
entangle God in time and history.

Because the gnostics held that God is beyond good and
evil, and beyond being, they could not identify God with
any one form, i.e., either good or evil, or male or female.
Hence, in their writings God had to be inclusive of both
male and female, father and mother, while transcending
both. The gnostic overtones in feminism are many.

Gnosticism did not hold Adam accountable for the Fall.
It was something done to Adam. Modern thought, which
looks to heredity, environment, the id and ego, or some like
“cause” for human failure and sin is alive with Gnosticism.
(For many gnostics, the Fall was into matter. Severus, a
disciple of Marcion, held that man is divine from the navel
up, and the devil’s creature from the navel down.) Man’s
being for gnostics was tripartite: body, mind, and soul.

Gnosticism has always flourished in secret societies and
lodges, most of which are full of gnostic symbols, rites, and
doctrines. It has also espoused secret believing, .., making
no necessary actions in conformity to one’s faith. As a
result, gnostics in the church saw no harm in compromising
with state demands by Rome for registration and
certification of all churches. For them, the Faith was purely
a spiritual matter, and compromise and apostasy were
routine practices with them. None felt any moral hesitation
in submitting to controls and avoiding persecution. One
gnostic woman “saint,” a hermit who had been a prostitute,
decided to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem; she paid her
way by plying her old trade as a prostitute; since her faith
was a “spiritual” one, what she did with her body was
immaterial. Male gnostics sometimes resorted to castration
to humble the flesh. Many gnostics were strongly ascetic;
others went into libertinism to show their contempt for the
flesh, often committing flagrant adulteries and other
lawless acts to show their contempt for the flesh and the
sins thereof.

In all these and a variety of other rites and acts, many
of which are fanatically ascetic or sexual, the emphasis was
on what man does, not what Christ has done. This should
not surprise us. Its name comes from gnosis, the Greek
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