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PUBLISHER'S FOREWORD 

"For His Mercy Endureth Forever" 
By Rev. R. J. Rushdoony 

ne of my favorite 
psalms, one I used 
to enjoy reading 

aloud, is Psalm 136. Every 
verse ends with the joyful 
refrain, "For His mercy 
endureth forever." How 
long does our mercy 
endure? How long do we 
show grace to those who 
wrong us or offend us? 

God's wrath is no 
uncertain matter, nor His 

law one that He forgets. But God's mercy is an everlasting 
one and we need to rely on it and to tmst in it. Moreover, we 
must show God's mercy towards those who sin against us. 

We tend to overlook God's mercy and we forget how 
much Christians in the past relied on it. Remember, 
"Mercy" was often given as a name to girls. 

A forgotten theme of Christian piety in earlier years was 
Cod's mercy. Few people now feel a need for Cod's mercy. 
They come to H i m in the confidence of a happy reception. 

forgetting how much they need grace, and how deeply they 
stand in the fact of Cod's mercy. We are never in His favor 
because of our superior works. 

Psalm 136 thus summons us to give continual thanks 
to Cod for His mercy. Too often, when we pray, we forget 
to thank Cod for His mercy. We fall into the sin of 
expecting mercy and believing that we deserve it. This is 
why the reading of Psalm 136 is so wholesome. 

Mercy is grace and good gifts to the undeserving. Mercy 
is inseparable from grace because it means goodness to the 
undeserving. Cod's goodness out of sheer grace. 

The Bible speaks more often of Cod's grace and mercy 
than we do. We want Cod, as someone observed in the 
1930s, as a spare tire, important to have in case of a fiat 
tire, but nothing to think about otherwise. We should 
instead "give thanks unto the Cod of heaven: for His mercy 
endureth forever" {Ps. 136:26). 

Rev. R. J. Rushdoony is chairman of the board of Chalcedon 
and a leading theologian, church/state expert, and author of 
numerous works on the application of Biblical Law to society. 

Chalcedon Vision Statement 

Chalcedon labors to articulate in the clearest possible terms a distinctly Christian and explicitly Bibl ical solution to the prevalent evils of the modern 
world. Our objective is nothing short of setting forth the vision and program for rebuilding the theological fortifications of Christian civilization. These 
fortifications have been eroded by the forces of humanism and secularism over the past three centuries. We are not committed, though, merely to 
reproducing a glorious Christian past. We work to press the claims of historic Christianity as the Bibl ical pattern of life everywhere. We work for godly 
cultural change across the entire spectrum of life. We strive to accomplish this objective by two principal methods. 

First, Chalcedon is committed to recovering the intellectual foundations of Christian civilization. We do this in two main ways, negatively, we expose 
the bankruptcy of all non-Christian (and alleged but compromising Christian) systems of thought and practices. Positively, we propose an explicitly 
Bibl ical system of thought and action as the exclusive basis for civilization. Only by restoring the Christian Faith and Biblical law as the standard of all 
of life can Christians hope to re-establish Christian civilizations. 

Second, Chalcedon is dedicated to providing the tools for rebuilding this Christian civilization. We work to assist individuals, families, and institu­
tions by offering explicitly Bibl ica l alternatives to anti-Christian ideas and practices. In the way we guide Christians in the task of governing their own 
spheres of life in terms of the entire Bible : in family, church, school, vocation, arts, economics, business, media, the state, and all other areas of modern 
life. 

We believe that the source of godly change is regeneration by the Holy Spirit, not revolution by the violence of man. A s C o d regenerates more and 
more individuals, and as they reorient their lives and areas of personal influence to the teachings of the Bible , He employs them to advance His kingdom 
and establish Christian civilization. We believe that God's law is the divine pattern of sanctification in every area of life, but it is not the means of 
justification; man is saved by grace, not by law. The role of every earthly government—including family government, church government, school 
government, vocational government, and civil government—is to submit to Biblical law. No government in any form can make men Christians or truly 
obedient; this is the work of C o d ' sovereign grace. M u c h less should c ivi l government try to impose Bibl ical law on an unbelieving society. Biblical law 
cannot be imposed; it must be embraced. 

A guiding principle of Chalcedon, in fact, is its devotion to maximum individual freedom under C o d ' s law. Chalcedon derives its name from the great 
ecclesiastical council of Chalcedon ( A . D . 451), which produced the crucial Christological definition of Jesus Christ as C o d of very C o d and Man of very 
man, a formula directly challenging every false claim of divinity by any human institution: state, church, cult, schools, or human assembly. Christ alone 
is both C o d and man, the unique link between heaven and earth. A l l human power is therefore derivative; only Christ may announce that " A l l power 
[authority] is given unto me in heaven and earth" (Matthew 28:18). Historically, therefore, the Chalcedonian creed is the foundation of Western liberty, 
setting limits on all authoritarian human institutions by acknowledging the validity of the claims of the One who is the source of all human freedom 
(Calatians 5:1). Consequently, we oppose top-heavy, authoritarian systems of government which are, by definition, non-Christian. We advocate instead 
a series of independent but cooperative institutions and a highly decentralized social order. 

Chalcedon is an educational institution. It supports the efforts of Christians and Christian organizations to implement the vision of Christian civil iza­
tion. Though unapologetically Reformed, Chalcedon supports the kingdom work of all orthodox denominations and churches. Chalcedon is an indepen­
dent Christian foundation governed by a board of trustees. Christian men in accord with Chalcedon's vision statement. The foundation is not subordinate 
to the authority of any particular denomination or ecclesiastical body. 
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EDITORIAL 

Got Guns? 
By Rev. P. Andrew Sandlin 

I haven't discharged a 
firearm in twenty 
years. I have never, i f 

memory serves, shot a 
handgun. Friends of mine 
who can hest be described 
euphemistically as gun 
aficionados (Brian Abshire 
comes immediately to 
mind!) classify me as 
significantly less exper­
ienced than tender-foot in 
my "firearms skills." Aside 

from Biblically justified killing (for instance, capital 
punishment and the immediate defense of life), I abhor 
violence. I am not a member of the National Rifle 
Association, or even Larry Pratt's Gun Owners of America, 
though I would be quite proud to be a member of the latter. 
M y views on gun ownership do not, therefore, spring from 
any obsession with guns themselves, with their use, or with 
the damage they can easily produce. I have always found 
the pen and pulpit more effective weapons than guns. 

Nonetheless, I suggest that the 1999 shootings at 
Columbine, Atlanta, and Ft . Worth reveal a glaring 
problem in the United States: an insufficient number of 
citizens carry guns. Crime, of course, is decreasing overall 
in this country. However, violent shooting sprees on 
unarmed citizens seem to he on the rise—at least they are 
getting much greater publicity hy a ubiquitous media, 
hungry for a story of any kind, or perhaps even interested 
implicitly in championing the gun control banner. 
Ironically, however, these murders should lead us to think 
in quite the opposite direction: armed citizens are 
exponentially less likely to he shot than unarmed citizens; 
therefore, more law-abiding citizens need guns. This is so 
simple that only the "deep thinkers" in the secular 
universities and media could miss it. 

T h e Rationale of G u n - T o t i n g 
When you and the other guy are both carrying a firearm, 

and when you have no particular desire to get shot, it's 
quite prudent to avoid assaulting the other guy, whether 
physically or verbally. This is not, of course, an ironclad 
rule: Today, Mafia and gang members are not deterred from 
shooting others of their own kind merely because the latter 
are carrying firearms. Civilian war is an aspect of their 
modus operandi, and guns are simply a part of that equation. 
The problem with these murderous men (and all other 
murderers, for that matter) is their hearts, not their guns. 
As long as there are guns, wicked men will find and obtain 

them. I f every last gun on the earth were confiscated and 
destroyed, wicked men would create them. I f wicked men 
could not create them, they would create other lethal 
weapons (like bombs) from household items. Murder hy 
firearm is a hamartiological (sin) problem, not a firearm 
problem.^ 

Unless gun-toting murderers are on a simple kamikaze 
mission, they are not interested in forfeiting their own life 
simply to take someone else's. In other words, they do not 
consider it desirable or inevitable that they he killed in the 
process of killing somebody else. I f they know that the 
other guy is surely carrying a firearm that can end their life 
after they pull the trigger—or as they are preparing to pull 
the trigger—they might have second thoughts about their 
murderous intent. 

Responsible Gun-Toters Save Lives 
Take Columbine, Atlanta, and Ft. Worth as examples. 

I f in each of these cases, the adults who were targets or 
victims of the murderous assault had been carrying 
firearms, it is almost certain that many lives could have 
been saved. Responsible citizens trained in the legitimate 
use of firearms could have wounded or killed the murderers 
long before each wreaked as much damage as he did. 
Would this plan have prevented all these murders entirely? 
Probably not. But a number of individuals would be alive 
today had responsible adult citizens been carrying guns and 
been willing to use them in a crisis. (In the case of the Ft . 
Worth church murders, I already hear the plaint, "What? 
Carrying guns into church, the sanctuary of worship?" I am 
reminded of the Farly American Puritan settlers, ambling 
to church with a Bible under one arm and a musket under 
the other. "But those were different and much more 
dangerous times. Why, the settlers could have been 
attacked by savages at any time!" Hmm . . . .) 

After the Atlanta shootings, Thomas SoweU perceptively 
wrote: . . 

- - When people ask emotionally, "How can we stop 
these things?" the most straightforward answer is to 
ask: How was it [sic\n fact stopped? It was stopped, 
like most shooting sprees, by the arrival on the scene 
of other people with guns. 

I t is the monopoly of guns by people with evil 
intentions that is dangerous. Some of the most 
dangerous places in America are places where strict 
gun-control laws provide assurance to violent 
criminals that their victims will not be able to defend 
themselves. 

What i f every third or fourth person in that 
building in Atlanta had a gun available at the time? 
Under such conditions, it is very unlikely that Matt 
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Barton could have shot 22 people before he was 
stopped.... 

The one thing that so-called "gun control" laws ' 
do not do is control guns. They disarm potential 
victims. People who do not care about the law can 
always get guns in a country with 200 million 
gunsand more coming in, both legally and illegally. 

We can't even stop millions of human beings 
from coming into this country illegally—and a 
handgun is a lot smaller than a person. That basic 
reality is not changed by politicians and media 
loudmouths who appeal to emotions and 
symbolism by crying out for more gun laws. You 
can always pass feel-good laws and ignore their 
actual consequences. I n fact, we have already done 
too much of that on too many other issues. 

The biggest hypocrites on gun control are those 
who live in upscale developments with armed 
security guards—and who want to keep other 
people from having guns to defend themselves. 
Affluent homeowners pay to have private armed 
security patrols cruising their neighborhoods. Many 
of them are also for gun control. O f course you 
don't have to have a gun yourself when you are 
paying other people to carry guns for you. But what 
about lower-income people living in high-crime, 
inner city neighborhoods? Should such people be 
kept unarmed and helpless, so that limousine 
liberals can "make a statement" by adding to the 
thousands of gun laws already on the books?^ 

I f anybody sbould be allowed guns, tbose in low-
income neigbborboods sbould. Tbis is, not coincidentaUy, 
tbe very location about wbose "proliferation of guns" 
liberals bowl. We need to get more guns into tbe bands 
of law-abiding citizens—wberever tbey live. 

Tbis is not a "solution" to firearm murders. As long as 
men are not fully sanctified, tbere are no "solutions," only 
trade-offs.^ Since limiting or forbidding gun ownersbip 
to law-abiding citizens would only assure tbeir 

vulnerability to law-breaking citizens (and a law-breaking 
state, for tbat matter), tbe best way to diminisb firearm 
murders is to put guns in tbe bands of tbe potential 
victims and teacb tbem bow to use tbose guns responsibly. 

T h e Legitimate Use of Power Protects Life 
Simply put, in civil society power is a deterrent to evil. 

(Tbis is one of Jobn Calvin's "uses" of tbe law: it restrains 
evil men.) Many of tbe people today calling for tbe 
confiscation of guns on tbe grounds of a proliferation of 
gun-related violence were tbe same ones twenty years ago 
calling for tbe United States to disarm itself in tbe face 
of "nuclear proliferation" witb tbe Soviet Union. Tbey 
envisioned all sorts of apocalyptic scenarios by wbicb tbe 
nuclear weapons of botb nations could destroy every 
individual on eartb "seven times over," or some otber sucb 
idiocy. Tbe fact is, bowever, for nearly four decades not 
a single American was barmed by a Soviet nuclear weapon 
and not a single Russian citizen was barmed by an 
American nuclear weapon. If, alternatively, tbe United 
States bad disarmed itself, it would bave been vulnerable 
to blackmail in tbe face of a regime bent on worldwide 
communistic domination. 

By contrast, I wil l take "nuclear proliferation" any day. 
And I wil l take "firearm proliferation" any day. And so 
sbould you. 

Deter firearm murder; buy more firearms. ' ' ' ' 

^ Andrew Sandlin, "Hamartiology and Gun Control," Christian 
Statesman, Vol. 140, No. 1 (Jan.-Feb., 1997), 5-6. 

^ Thomas Sowell, "Gunning for Guns," Jewish World Review, 
August 5, 1999, http://www.jewishworldreview.com. 

^ idem., A Conflict of Visions (New York, 1987), 25-27 and 
passim. 

Rev. R Andrew Sandlin is executive vice president of 
Chalcedon and editor-in-chief of the Chalcedon Report and 
other Chalcedon publications. 

Chalcedon Deserves Your Support 
• I f you are dedicated to the Bible and to historic Christianity 
• I f you care for your children's and grandchildren's future 
• I f you love your country 
• I f you pray and long and work for a worldwide Christian reformation 
• I f you believe in long-term victory for the saints . . . . 

Support Chalcedon 
Tax-deductable contributions may be made out to Chalcedon and mailed to: 

P.O. Box 158, Vaiiecito, C A 95251 U S A . 
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From the President's Desk 
By Rev. Mark R. Rushdoony 

Since my father, 
Rousas John Rushdoony, 
wrote the first Chalcedon 
Report in 1965, this 
publication has chal­
lenged believers to re­
think every area of life 
and thought in terms of 
tbe sovereign, triune God 
of Scripture. Personal 
regeneration is tbe 
starting point, not tbe end 
goal of each pilgrim's 

progress. Regeneration by God's Spirit can be compared 
to jumper cables putting "life" back into a "dead" battery. 
Tbat regenerated battery has a purpose, whether it is to 
run a lawnmower or a supersonic jet. So too, tbose 
regenerated by God must use tbeir new life purposely 
seeking bow tbey can serve Christ and His kingdom. Tbis 
growth in grace and knowledge we call sanctification. I t 
begins within us, but its influence must then extend 
outward to our families, our callings, our churches, and our 
communities. From tbere it shall influence our culture, our 
nation, and our civilization. 

Tbis is no overstatement. Scripture tells us tbat Christ 
shall be victorious. Whatever time frame you believe 
Scripture reveals about tbat event, you know it shall be. I f 
we know we are on tbe Lord's side, why not think and act 
accordingly? W h y cower in a foxhole awaiting eternal life 
when tbere are battles raging all around? W h y retreat into 
a truncated faith tbat is inward and strictly personal when 
all of creation belongs to our Lord? Cod's Word says tbe 
day shall come when every knee shall bow and every tongue 
confess tbat Jesus Christ is Lord. Believers must so believe 
and act now. It is our purpose here at Chalcedon to 
proclaim tbis message. Our efforts to tbat end in 1999 bave 
included a number of milestones. 

Our Fxecutive Director, Andrew Sandlin, spoke in over 
twenty cities last year. In doing so, be met many of you and 
shared witb us many firsthand reports of your encouraging 
words. Tbose of us at Chalcedon are grateful tbat we can 
serve Christ's kingdom through our bumble efforts and we 
are grateful to all our readers who find our ministry of value. 

M y father bad bis third and final volume of The 
Institutes of Biblical Law, entitled The Intent of the Law, 
published through Ross House Books, wbicb also released 
bis World History tapes and notes set re-cbristened as A 
Christian Survey of World History (see tbe ad in tbis issue). 
Chalcedon's publications last year included Keeping Our 
Sacred Trust, a call to promote orthodox Biblical 
Christianity to combat tbe tolerance of heresy in tbe 
modern church. Tbe 25tb "Silver Anniversary Issue" 

fournal of Christian Reconstruction was delayed, but is now 
available and includes selected choice articles from tbe past 
quarter-century. We also added another outstanding title 
to our monograph series. Archie Jones's The Influence of 
Historic Christianity on Early America confronts tbe modern 
myth tbat tbe United States was founded by deists and 
secularists. He gives an extensive overview of tbe 
pervasiveness of Christianity in early American thought 
and life. 

Tbis past July, Chalcedon was invited to send a 
representative to lecture to newly elected members of tbe 
South African parliament on developing a consistent and 
comprehensive Biblical worldview. We sent Brian Abshire 
to tbis three-day event wbicb was predicated on tbe idea 
tbat Cod's law is tbe only valid source of law for tbe 
nations. We may be involved in sucb a teaching role for 
an international conference on tbe same theme planned for 
tbis year. I t is exciting to know tbat Chalcedon is being 
used as an instrument of Cod's providence in promoting 
Christ's kingdom in Africa and in otber locations around 
tbe world. 

I n April of last year Chalcedon purchased all rights to 
tbe 13 years of Chalcedon tapes produced by Christian 
Tape Productions. We are now developing a catalog and 
production capability to offer nearly 1,000 cassette tapes, 
most unavailable for many years. These tapes are a 
tremendous resource tbat we are very anxious to make 
available again. 

Another resource tbat is already available is our web 
page. I f you wish to share an article witb a friend, just 
download it or refer bim to our site: www.cbalcedon.edu 
<bttp://www.cbalcedon.edu/>. We get thousands of "bits" 
each month at tbis site. Sometime tbis year we will bave a 
full-service "shopping cart" so you will be able to order 
Chalcedon's or Ross House Books' titles on-line. 

Lastly, we bad two successful conferences in 1999. Tbe 
first was in October on "Creation to tbe Clory of Cod" in 
Sacramento. Based on its success and tbe reception of our 
September 1998 Chalcedon Report on six-day creation, we 
hope to publish a monograph on tbat topic later tbis year. 
Our November conference in Dallas was on "Tbe Defense 
of Historic Christian Orthodoxy" and was tbe occasion for 
unveiling Keeping Our Sacred Trust. I f you are interested in 
hosting a Chalcedon speaker in your area, please call Susan 
Burns at Chalcedon. Her direct dial is (209) 532-7674 or 
you can reach her at email sburns@goldrusb.com. 

We are gratified and bumbled at tbe privilege of being 
engaged in these activities to tbe furtherance of Cod's glory 
and tbe advancement of His kingdom. Your support and 
Cod's grace bave made tbis possible. Thank you, and may 
you join us tbis new year in our bumble efforts to proclaim 
and advance tbe kingdom of Christ. 
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