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FOoUNDER’S FOREWORD

' g{) Who is most present. It is He Who speaks
through the prophets and holy men, and it is He
Who is the comfort and strength of covenant men.
The repentant David prayed, “Cast me not away
from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from
me” (Ps. 51:11). In spite of this, we can speak of the
post-resurrection era as the time of the coming of the
Holy Spirit. The reason for this appears in our Lord’s
own words:

The Coming of
the Spirit
By Rev. R. J. Rughdoony

(Reprinted from Systematic Theology, Volume 1, pp. 319-323)

will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he

speak: and he will shew you things to come.

14. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine,
and shall shew it unto you. (Jn. 16:7-14)

Our Lord speaks plainly of the coming of the Spirit
in some unusual sense. He is not here referring to
Pentecost, but to something far greater and broader.
Our Lord says that He Himself must leave His
disciples and this world. It is expedient, profitable,

and necessary to bring together the purposes of the
Triune God that God the Son leave, and that God the
Spirit come. The word translated as expedient is
sumphero, which is used also by Caiaphas in John
11:50. Caiaphas declares that it is expedient or
profitable for Christ to be sentenced to death; only so
can the purposes of their national history be realized.
Our Lord now says that His departure and the Spirit’s
coming are necessary to God’s purposes. Our Lord
had previously pointed to that coming and its great-
ness (Jn. 7:37-39). Now, with His atoning work and
resurrection completed, the Spirit can come.

The Spirit is called Parakletos; the word has
reference to an advocate or legal assistant in a court
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7. Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is expedient for
you that I go away. For if I go not away, the Comforter
will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send
him unto you.

8. And when be is come, he will reprove the world of
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

9. Ofsin, because they believe not on me;

10. Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye
see me no more;

11. Of judgment, because the prince of this world is
Judged.

12. I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye
cannot bear them nouw.

13. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, h
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of law; such a person is a comforter to one who is
accused; he is, however, a prosecutor of the guilty
also. Here the Spirit plainly functions as both the
Comforter and Advocate of Christ's members, and
also as a Judge and Prosecutor of Christ’s enemies:
“[H]e will reprove the world of sin, and of righteous-
ness, and of judgment.” The word reprove is elencho,
which can mean rebuke, also convict. The Spirit
convicts the world.

We see here the significance of this coming of the
Spirit. The Spirit from creation has been active in
creation. Now Christ has come, and He has set forth
God’s sovereign claim on all men. Jesus came preach-
ing “the gospel of the kingdom of God” (Mk 1:14f)).
By His death and resurrection, He became the head
of the new humanity (1 Cor. 15:20-50). Now the
Holy Spirit comes to prosecute that witness of Jesus
Christ in the hearts of all men.

First, He will reprove or convict the world. Christ
had come, and the world crucified Him. Moreover,
it was not the world at its worst that crucified Christ.
The Jews were the most moral, the best educated,
and the most disciplined people of that era. With all
that, they were at heart humanists and sons of
Adam, unregenerate sons. The depravity of man was
manifested in this fact, that the fallen world, at its
best, crucified Christ, and the fallen world since
continues to reject Him and to give assent to that
judgment by their refusal to know Him as Lord.

Morris’ comment on this text is very good:

The world is guilty, but it requires the Spirit to sheet this
home. The Spirit convicts the world in two senses. In the
first place He “Shows the world to be guilty,” i.e., He
secures a verdict of “Guilty” against the world. But in
the second place we should take the words to mean also
that the Spirit brings the world's guilt home to itself. The
Spirit convicts the individual sinner’s conscience.
Otherwise men would never be convicted of their sin.!

Churchmen are too accustomed to seeing the
relevance of the faith, of Christ, and of the Spirit to
the believer only, forgetting that the relevance is
cosmic. Clearly, the coming of the Spirit means that
the Old Testament presence is now an expanded and
worldwide one. The Spirit will not allow the world
to forget Christ; He works in the hearts of all men,
including those not yet evangelized, to bring forth
conviction, a recognition of their guilt and their
rebellion against Almighty God.

Second, the world is convicted of sin, because it
will not believe on Him (/n. 16:9). The empbhasis is
on Christ. He is very God of very God, He against
Whom mankind is in revolt. The world prefers to

make its sins vague and abstract when sin is personal;
it is against God the Son, the incarnate Son, Who
came to be the head of the new human race. The
world may daydream about a new paradise, but, in
all its being and actions, it works to re-create the old
Babel and the new Hell. Then and now, the world’s
best and worst cry out, “We will not have this man
to reign over us” (Lk. 19:14).

The world would like to forget about Christ, and
a sleeping church seems all too ready to help the
world to forget Him. The Spirit, however, will not
permit it. He convicts the world of sin, all sin, and
supremely its sin in relation to Christ.

Third, the Spirit convicts the world of righteous-
ness, “because I go to my Father, and ye see me no
more” (/n. 16:10). Righteousness and justice are the
same words. The world outside of Christ seeks to
establish a humanistic doctrine of justice: social
justice, human rights, equal rights, etc. All of this is
injustice, not justice. Christ’s death and resurrection
set forth justice; His ascension is the triumphant
procession of the King of Justice to His throne.
Because man the rebel deserves to die, Christ’s death
witnesses to the righteousness and binding force of
God law for all time. Because Christ arose from the
dead, and by His power makes us alive in Him, we
know that “the just shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:17).
Because of His ascension, we know that God’s
righteousness and law are forever on the throne.

Fourth, the Holy Spirit convicts the world of
judgment, i.e., of the reality of God’s judgment. The
word judgment is, in the Greek, krisis, separation and
division. “The prince of this world,” he whom the
fallen world sees as its leader in revolt against God,
Satan, is judged. The cross and the resurrection are
the defeat of Satan and his world.

The world, however, refuses to acknowledge God’s
judgment, although their entire being witnesses to it;
they suppress and hold down that truth in their
unrighteousness, their fanatical adherence to injus-
tice (Rom. 1:18). They have no liking for Calvin’s
sentence, “Without judgment there can be no God.”
They are determined on creating a judgment-free or
justice-free world. The philosopher Walter
Kaufmann, in his insistence on man’s autonomy
from God, called for a world Without Guilt and
Justice Let there be no conscience and no judg-
ment! Heine’s rejection of repentance for sin was a
direct insult against God and His righteousness or
justice: “The good God will pardon me, for that’s
His job.™ Since Heine’s day, his sentence has be-
come a half-wit aphorism among the ungodly.
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