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The word “re-
member” appears 

repeatedly in the Old 
Testament, and over 
twenty times in Exodus, 
Leviticus, and especially 

Deuteronomy. The Hebrew word means 
to mark and to recognize, and it has a 
positive, masculine note. It means to 
remember and thereby command and 
exercise dominion. We are to remember 
so that we might act.

What we are to remember is Ama-
lek, an historical example of evil and a 
type of pleasure in depravity. Amalek’s 
hatred of God was manifested in their 
hatred of the covenant people. It was 
not simply that they warred against 
Israel but that they began by attacking 
the stragglers in the wilderness march. 
These were the weak and the feeble, the 
faint and the weary.

This encounter had been at Rephi-
dim near Sinai (Ex. 17:8–16). The 
attack by Amalek had been an un-
provoked one. If, as Velikovsky held, 
Amalek used the occasion of God’s 
devastation of Egypt as an opportu-
nity to conquer Egypt, Amalek should 
have been grateful to Israel rather than 
hostile. The attack was thus an act of 
contempt for God and Israel. The na-
tions had reacted to God’s judgment on 
Egypt with terror. Some forty years later, 

“Remember”
By R. J. Rushdoony

(Reprinted from Deuteronomy [Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, 2008], 435-438.)

F r o m  t h e  F o u n d e r

Rahab spoke of the continuing “terror” 
because of God’s acts and fear for His 
covenant people (Josh. 2:9–11) and the 
great triumphs over Egypt known to 
all. The animosity of Israel to Amalek 
was a religious one, as 1 Samuel 15:2–3 
makes clear. It was a duty to oppose 
Amalek. This text is not comprehensible 
apart from that fact. There are religious 
boundaries on pity and friendship, and 
we are not allowed to transgress in these 
spheres.

This is an aspect of Scripture too 
seldom noted. In the New Testament we 
see limits placed on our fellowship:

17. Now I beseech you, brethren, 
mark them which cause divisions 
and offences contrary to the doc-
trine which ye have learned; and 
avoid them.

18. For they that are such serve not 
our Lord Jesus Christ, but their 
own belly; and by good words and 
fair speeches deceive the hearts of 
the simple. (Rom. 16:17–18)

10. A man that is an heretick after 
the first and second admonition 
reject;

11. Knowing that he that is such 
is subverted, and sinneth, being 
condemned of himself. (Titus 
3:10–11)

9. Whosoever transgresseth, and 
abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ, hath not God. He that abi-
deth in the doctrine of Christ, he 
hath both the Father and the Son.

10. If there come any unto you, 
and bring not this doctrine, receive 
him not into your house, neither 
bid him God speed:

11. For he that biddeth him God 
speed is partaker of his evil deeds. 
(2 John 9–11)

Some will argue that there is a dif-
ference between these New Testament 
texts and the law concerning Amalek, 
in that one commands simply a separa-
tion while the other orders death. This 
is not an honest interpretation, because 
no unprovoked attack on Amalek is 
ordered. Attention is called to the 

17. Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way, when ye were come forth out of Egypt;

18. How he met thee by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee, even all that were feeble behind thee, when thou 
wast faint and weary; and he feared not God. 

19. Therefore it shall be, when the LORD thy God hath given thee rest from all thine enemies round about, in the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to possess it, that thou shalt blot out the remembrance of 
Amalek from under heaven; thou shalt not forget it. (Deuteronomy 25:17–19)

“The Hebrew word means to 

mark and to recognize, and 

it has a positive, masculine 

note. It means to remember 

and thereby command and 

exercise dominion. We are 

to remember so that we 

might act.”
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unremitting hostility of Amalek; the law 
then requires no mercy in time of war. 
There is no instance of lawless violence 
against Amalek. However, when Amalek 
had gained a portion of Canaan, Samuel 
ordered war against them, and their de-
struction. Saul’s sin was that he sought a 
treaty with them after defeating them (1 
Sam. 15:1–25). What is forbidden, thus, 
is any compromise between causes which 
cannot be reconciled.

Those who believe in the recon-
ciliation of all differences either want 
the surrender of one side, or else they 
believe that nothing exists which cannot 
be compromised. False doctrines of 
reconciliation are basic to many of the 
most bitter conflicts of the twentieth 
century. Because some men believe that 
truth and justice can be compromised 
does not make it so. Since God is the 
author of all truth and justice, we can 
have neither except on His terms.

In v. 19, we see that God ties Israel’s 
inheritance of the covenant land to 
the destruction of Amalek. When God 
gives Canaan to Israel, “thou shalt blot 
out the remembrance of Amalek.” 
Remembrance in Hebrew is a word, 
Zeker, related to remember, zakar. The 
Bible sees history as in part a memory 
war. Jeremiah sees his enemies as men 
seeking to obliterate the very memory of 
him (Jer. 11:19) because their cause in 
history is anti-God. As against this, God 
seeks another goal, which Isaiah 2:4 
describes thus: 

And he shall judge among the 
nations, and shall rebuke many 
people: and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruninghooks: nation 
shall not lift up sword against na-
tion, neither shall they learn war 
any more.

This peace comes not by compro-
mise but by conversion and victory, by 
a rejection of every attempt to reject 

the antithesis between good and evil, 
right and wrong. When the moral fact 
of all human action is ignored, then 
change between one force and another 
is a matter of compromise. Issues then 
not being moral, they are thus amenable 
to rearrangements designed to obscure 
differences. For the moral antithesis 
in history, Hegelians have substituted 
a dialectical one, so that thesis and 
antithesis lead to synthesis, i.e., “right” 
and “wrong” come together in a new 
formulation. This becomes a perpetual 
conflict, a continual antithesis to every 
new synthesis, because nothing is nor 
can by definition be called true. This 
has been described as “perpetual war for 
perpetual peace.” 

This text concludes with the words, 
“thou shalt not forget it.” With some 
things, there can be no peace. “Thou 
shalt not forget it” again invokes, as does 
the first word, “Remember,” memory. 
Without memory, we are miserable crea-
tures; we do not know ourselves because 
we then have no past. True amnesia is 
rare, and disastrous. Our text warns us 
against religious and historical amnesia. 
We have today, as a result of our hu-
manistic faith, a prevalence of abortion, 

homosexuality, euthanasia, and other 
evils. We are oblivious to a variety of evil 
forces around us because of our moral 
and historical amnesia. We are as a result 
moving blindly into disasters. In Isaiah 
59:7–10, we have a vivid description of 
such moral blindness: 

7. Their feet run to evil, and they 
make haste to shed innocent blood: 
their thoughts are thoughts of iniq-
uity; wasting and destruction are in 
their paths.

8. The way of peace they know 
not; and there is no judgment in 
their goings: they have made them 
crooked paths: whosever goeth 
therein shall not know peace.

9. Therefore is judgment far from 
us, neither doth justice overtake 
us: we wait for light, but behold 
obscurity; for brightness, but we 
walk in darkness.

10. We grope for the wall like the 
blind, and we grope as if we had no 
eyes: we stumble at noonday as in 
the night; we are in desolate places 
as dead men.

Moral blindness means historical 
death. The Biblical emphasis on mem-
ory is an important aspect of its moral 
demands. Memory is not normally seen 
as a theological concern, nor is history, 
but any intelligent reading of the Bible 
makes it clear how important both are.

An old American proverb says, 
“Memory is the guardian of the mind.” 
We can add that it is also important to 
our future.

Existentialism in the twentieth 
century has done much to destroy 
historical knowledge and memory 
because it is very specifically governed 
by the present, not the past nor the 
future. As a result, it has lost command 
of even the present.

“Moral blindness means 

historical death. The Biblical 

emphasis on memory is 

an important aspect of its 

moral demands. Memory 

is not normally seen as a 

theological concern, nor is 

history, but any intelligent 

reading of the Bible makes it 

clear how important 

both are.”
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Scripture relates 
that Moses had ten 

encounters with Yahweh 
at Mount Sinai during 
which the course of 
civilization was changed 

dramatically. What evidence remains 
of this world-changing drama at the 
Mountain of God?

Many Biblical archaeologists today 
would say there is none and call the Bi-
ble into question because of it. Howev-
er, during the past few decades, physical 
evidence of these events has been found 
at Jebel al-Lawz in Saudi Arabia exactly 
where Scripture specifies the Mountain 
of God is located. In the first install-
ment we outlined the extensive evidence 
of the location of the real Mount Sinai 
from the Septuagint, Jubiliees, Deme-
trius, Josephus, Philo, Origen, Eusebius, 
Jerome, Paul and both the Jewish and 
Bedouin oral tradition. 

For thousands of years we have 
been looking for evidence of the Exodus 
on the wrong mountain due to the 
dictates of Emperor Constantine and 
the fact that the true location had been 
forgotten by all but a few. Establishing 
the location of the real Mount Sinai is 
essential in order for the evidence dis-
covered there to be given its due. This is 
the first physical evidence ever found of 
the events of Sinai, the central episode 
of the Old Testament! The inscriptions 
and archaeological evidence at the Mid-
ian site of Mount Sinai confront both 
believers and unbelievers with cred-
ible new proof for the real location of 
the Mountain of God, the miraculous 
events of Sinai and, consequently, the 
truth of the Bible.

The Stones Will Cry Out
Miles R. Jones, Ph.D.

F e a t u r e  A r t i c l e

Events at Sinai
Even before Sinai, Moses was being 

prepared by God to communicate in 
writing to the Hebrews. At Rephidim, 
Moses received a communication from 
Yahweh which included the first refer-
ence to writing in the Bible outside of 
Job: “Write this for a memorial in a book 
…” (Ex. 17:14). God had clearly re-
vealed to Moses the need for a Hebrew 
script. Hieroglyphs or cuneiform would 
not suffice for this task, nor is there any 
historical indication Moses wrote the 
Pentateuch in another writing system, 
although being raised as a member of 
the royal court of Egypt he was well ed-
ucated in those systems. The Lord said 
Moses would receive a “token” (Ex. 3:12) 
upon returning to Mount Sinai in Mid-
ian. A “token” is an object that denotes 
authority, authenticity, or value. The 
Word and the writing of God engraved 
on the tablets by God’s own hand was to 
be the “token” of His promise. 

My research is focused on the study 
of that token, the inscriptions written 
in the “writing of God” (Ex. 32:16) at 
Mount Sinai. The effects of this passage 
are profound. The command to write 
a book of memorial, or any book for an 
illiterate nation, entailed a commit-
ment to create a writing system for their 
language and teach them literacy. “Thou 
shalt read … And thou shalt write…” 
(Deut. 31:11 and 11:20). On a much 
deeper and more important long-term 
level it involves far-reaching changes in 
the way people think, a great divide in 
human thought. It moves them into a 
new dynamic of conceptualization, the 
driving force behind the march of ideas 

we think of as civilization. 
When Moses arrived at the Moun-

tain of God the Lord immediately called 
out to him from Mount Sinai: the first 
encounter. God instructed Moses to 
tell all of Israel His purpose in bringing 
them to the Mountain of God. God 
was asking Israel to become a “king-
dom of priests.” Priests were typically 
among the elite few that were literate in 
ancient cultures. They were the keep-
ers of knowledge and jealously guarded 
that power and privilege. God revealed 
to Moses and the Israelites His pur-
pose, that if they would obey Him and 
keep His covenant, He would make of 
them “a peculiar treasure,” a “kingdom 
of priests,” “for all the earth is mine” (Ex. 
19:5–6). The Lord was preparing them 
to learn and teach His Word. 

On the third day the Lord descend-
ed “in fire” (Ex. 19:18) on Mount Sinai 
in the sight of all Israel. The appearance 
of Jebel al-Lawz in Midian is striking. 
The volcanic basalt of the mountain 
appears blackened as if it has been burnt 
by fire. Moses brought the people out of 
the camp “to meet God” at the moun-
tain (Ex. 19:17). During these encoun-
ters with Yahweh, the Lord proclaimed 
the Ten Commandments. The Israelites 
recoiled in terror at the presence of 
God upon the mountain. They backed 
away and begged Moses to intercede 
for them. He agreed. “Moses drew near 
unto the thick darkness where God was” 
at the top of the mountain (Ex. 20:21). 
I consider this a third encounter since it 
only involved Moses and happened at a 
different place. 

Theologians surmise that the 

This is the second of three installments in the “Evidence of the Exodus” series, based on the book The Writing of God.
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commandments are given in order of 
importance. The first is “Thou shalt have 
no other gods before me.” If one does not 
accept God’s authority first, none of 
the other commandments matter. The 
next in importance, probably the most 
misunderstood, the only commandment 
God elaborated upon after delivering it, 
is the second: “Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image … Thou shalt not 
bow down thyself to them, nor serve them” 
(Ex. 20:4–5). God went into detail 
about idolatry so there could be no 
mistake about its meaning—including 
His prohibition against the hewing of 
stone (smoothing it in preparation for 
engraving images): “And if thou wilt 
make me an altar of stone, thou shalt not 
build it of hewn stone: for if thou lift up 
thy tool upon it, thou has polluted it” (Ex. 
20:23–25). 

Thou Shalt Make 
No Graven Images

In the last passage cited, the Lord 
was referring to hewn stone smoothed 
and prepared for monumental writing 
of graven images. In antiquity, images 
engraved in stone were routinely wor-
shipped as idols. The prohibition of the 
second commandment was to prevent 
the Israelites from worshiping graven 
images, icons, and idols and to direct 
them into the new way of thinking, 
reading, and writing. The Israelites re-
peatedly backslid into idolatry over the 
following centuries, demonstrating what 
a profound challenge it was for them 
to break away from their pagan habits. 
Grasping the unseen and the abstract 
was considerably more difficult than 
worshiping images. Even now, believers 
struggle to understand the significance 
of the second commandment. 

Most of us have a vague idea that 
a graven image referred to the statue of 
the golden calf. This was the idol the 
Hebrews made and worshiped while 
Moses was on Mount Sinai receiving 

the law. In actuality, “standing images” 
or statues like the golden calf, were dis-
tinguished from “graven images” etched 
into smoothed stone, even though both 
were abominations. “You shall make no 
idols nor graven image, neither rear you 
up a standing image, neither shall you 
set up any image of stone in your land to 
bow down unto it” (Lev. 26:1). So, what 
exactly was a graven image? 

Graven images referred specifically 
to hieroglyphs. At that time, just before 
the writing of God was introduced, the 
only engraved images known by the 
Hebrews were Egyptian hieroglyphs. 
There were no other “graven images” in 
the Israelites’ cultural experience. The 
Greek word for hieroglyphs meant “sa-
cred carvings,” while the Egyptian word 
meant “god markings”—clearly icons of 
idolatry. 

Hieroglyphs were more than just 
images that stood for words. Central to 
hieroglyphic writing were graven images 
of Egyptian deities. They were figures of 
gods and goddesses, animal fetishes, and 
many other things, but all were consid-
ered magical images. That is why the 
prohibition extended to any image. Sac-
rifices of meat and produce were made 
to them as an offering to sustain and 
enhance their magical power. Graven 

images covered Egyptian temples and 
monuments. One bowed down and 
worshipped them in superstitious awe. 
It was this worship of images and icons 
that constituted idolatry. It represented 
every evil Yahweh wished His people to 
renounce, as well as ignorance, supersti-
tion, and human sacrifice. Worship of 
graven icons prevented His people from 
grasping the unseen God of great ideals. 
A graven image was such an abomina-
tion to God that He commanded “thou 
shalt utterly detest it, and thou shalt 
utterly abhor it; for it is a cursed thing” 
(Deut. 7:26). Idolatry had to go. 

The writing of God handed down 
at Sinai, therefore, could not have been 
pictographic! Pictographs would have 
violated God’s absolute prohibition 
against the making of graven images. 
Although we know the earliest alpha-
betic pictographs were derived from the 
Egyptian hieroglyphs, it is certain from 
both Scripture and the inscriptional evi-
dence at Sinai that the writing of God 
represented the transformation of those 
pictographs into symbols. The writing 
of the Hebrew Torah, the first books 
of the Bible, was the first step away 
from pictographic writing to alphabetic 
symbols. 

After his third encounter with Yah-

Left: Caldwell’s photo of cut marble columns to the twelve tribes of Israel found beside the 
altar, they can also be seen in the photo to the right. Right: Caldwell’s photo of the altar at base 
of Mount Sinai for burnt offerings of animals. The angle prevented the animals from seeing the 
slaughter. There are photos of these same images in the Saudi Al Bid survey. The Saudis did a dig in the 
chamber at the end and found ash, bones, organic remains, and animal waste.
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weh, Moses descended the mountain 
and built an altar for burnt offerings to 
the Lord and raised up columns to the 
twelve tribes of Israel. “And Moses wrote 
all the words of the LORD, and rose up 
early in the morning, and builded an altar 
under the hill, and twelve pillars, accord-
ing to the twelve tribes of Israel …” (Ex. 
24:4). At the base of the Mount Sinai 
site in Midian stand the remnants of an 
L-shaped altar (see photograph). The 
altar is surrounded by scattered pieces of 
cut marble columns: pillars to the twelve 
tribes. The altar has long stone walls to 
corral animals waiting to be sacrificed. 
At its end is a slaughter platform and 
an earthen pit for burnt offerings. This 
altar is precisely at the base where a 
streambed comes from the mountain as 
noted in Deuteronomy 9:21: “the brook 
that descended out of the mount.”

When Moses read from the “book 
of the covenant” directly to the Israelites 
in their own language, it was the first 
reference to reading in the Bible. The 
inescapable fact is that the Israelites were 
illiterate and would hardly have been 
considered a civilization. Yet, by the 
hand of God, they were starting down 
a road that was to change the entire 
world. The spread of literacy and Judeo-
Christian values carried by the Word and 
the writing of God was destined to form 
the framework of Western civilization. 

When Moses wrote the law in the 
Hebrew language, it was the first step 
in that journey. Heretofore, only a few 
semi-literates, such as craftsmen, had 
used the alphabet for little more than 
scribbling a name upon a possession or 
a funeral stone. The previous alphabetic 
writing had been primarily pictographic, 
a crude and complex way of writing too 
unwieldy to survive. The alphabet is 
considered the most important innova-
tion in human history. Sinai was the 
crest of a wave that was to engulf the 
entire world. 

After the building of the altar and 
the reading of the book of the cov-
enant to the assembled nation of Israel, 
seventy of the elders of Israel went up 
the mountain with Moses. This was the 
fourth encounter. They went midway 
up the mountain where they saw the 
glory of God. Their vision was so strik-
ing it defies elaboration: “And they saw 
the God of Israel: and there was under his 
feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire 
stone, and as it were the body of heaven in 
his clearnesss” (Ex. 24:10).

On the seventh day God called 
Moses up onto the mount for his fifth 
encounter. This time “Moses was in the 
mount forty days and forty nights” (Ex. 
24:18) and Yahweh gave him “tables of 
stone, and a law, and commandments 
which I have written; that thou mayest 
teach them” (Ex. 24:12).

The Writing of God
The importance of Exodus 24:12 is 

that God personally communicated to 
humanity in writing by His own hand, 
the only time this ever occurred! The 
Lord bestowed upon the world both 
the Word and the writing of God (Ex. 
32:16) and established the Sinai Cov-
enant as a teaching covenant. Scripture 
makes it clear the Lord intended all 
believers to learn these things. He gave 
the Hebrews not only a standard of law 
for a lawless nation but also a standard 

of literacy for an illiterate nation. This 
was an instruction manual for the 
new nation, complete with bylaws, an 
education system, and a blueprint of the 
tabernacle. 

And he gave unto Moses, when he 
had made an end of communing 
with him upon mount Sinai, two 
tables of testimony, tables of stone, 
written with the finger of God. 
(Ex. 31:18)

For the third time the writing of 
God is cited alongside the word of God 
not only as distinct from it but also as of 
equal importance to it! The message and 
the medium are mentioned with equal 
frequency and relevance. The Lord’s 
writing, written by His own finger, is of 
enormous import or He would not have 
emphasized it so much and so often. 
“And the tables were the work of God, and 
the writing was the writing of God, graven 
upon the tables” (Ex. 32:16).

Despite the Israelites’ initial eager-
ness to obey the Word of God, they im-
mediately fell back into the practice of 
putting celebration and idolatry before 
their relationship with the Lord. Even 
before Moses descended from Mount 
Sinai, many of the Israelites had already 
fallen into licentious and idolatrous 
behavior. The Israelites demanded that 
Aaron make them gods so they could 
worship them. Aaron relented and told 
them to bring their gold jewelry “and 

In the detail of the petroglyphs are numerous Egyptian cattle worship motifs.  The first is that of 
Horus suckled by the cow goddess Hathor. Others are depictions of the Apis ritual subduing the 
bull. The bull was subdued and sacrificed by hand, its heart put into a canopic jar in the tomb to 
give the deceased courage for the journey into the afterlife.



www.chalcedon.edu May/June 2013  |  Faith for All of Life      7

Faith for All of Life
fashioned it with a graving tool after he 
had made it a molten calf: and they said, 
These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought 
thee up out of the land of Egypt” (Ex. 
32:4). Apparently Aaron was as ignorant 
of the new mode of worship as were the 
rest of the people. 

The words of those demanding pa-
gan worship were very instructive. They 
said, “These be thy gods”—but there was 
only one golden calf. Why did the idola-
ters say “gods” in the plural? A quarter 
mile from the base of Mount Sinai in 
Midian, in the plain before the moun-
tain, is a large tabletop of huge stones. It 
bears evidence of having been used as an 
altar to the golden calf because there are 
graven images of cattle worship all over 
the rocks. It was because of the numer-
ous graven images that the Israelites 
said, “These be thy gods.”  The photos 
show that these images depict icons of 
the Egyptian Apis bull and the cow god-
dess Hathor. 

The Lord informed Moses of the 
debauchery of the idolaters going on 
below. Moses descended the mountain 
holding the precious gift of God in 
his hands. He saw how unworthy the 
people were to understand or appreci-
ate God’s gift, since many were already 
lost in pagan celebration and licentious-
ness. In his anger, he broke the tablets 
as his testimony to the unworthiness 
of the Israelites. As the tablets broke, 
a great earthquake engulfed the camp. 

Moses gathered the sons of Levi and 
commanded them to slay all of the 
idolaters, be they brothers, companions, 
or neighbors, “and there fell of the people 
that day about three thousand men” (Ex. 
32:28). The Caldwells investigated and 
photographed an ancient graveyard 
two kilometers from the base of Jebel 
al-Lawz. It contains thousands of graves 
in an area where there has never been a 
significant population except during the 
Exodus. Moses ascended the mountain 
again, the sixth encounter, to seek the 
Lord’s forgiveness for the sins of his 
people.

Moses descended and moved the 
tabernacle away from the main camp as 
the Lord had commanded. After he did 
so a cloud descended upon the taber-
nacle and the Lord spoke to Moses from 
out of the cloud, the seventh encoun-
ter: He “spake unto Moses face to face, 
as a man speaketh unto his friend” (Ex. 
33:11). Moses beseeched Yahweh to 
show him His glory. The Lord agreed, 
excepting that “Thou canst not see my 
face: for there shall no man see me, and 
live… I will put thee in a cleft of the rock 
… while I pass by … and thou shalt see 
my back” (Ex. 33:20–23). Moses was 
instructed by the Lord to “be ready in 
the morning” (Ex. 34:2) and to come up 
into the mount. “And the LORD said 
unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of stone 
like unto the first: and I will write upon 
these tables the words that were in the first 

tables, which thou brakest” (Ex. 34:1). 
Moses hewed the tablets and “rose 

up early in the morning, and went up 
unto mount Sinai, as the Lord had com-
manded him, and took in his hand the 
two tables of stone” (Ex. 34:4). At the 
initial peak of Jebel al-Lawz in Midian, 
there is a prominent cleft in the rock 
just above a cave. In the story of Elijah, 
after an encounter with an angel of the 
Lord, he traveled for forty days and 
nights until he arrived “unto Horeb the 
mount of God …  and he came thither 
unto a cave, and lodged there …” (1 
Kings 19:8). Elijah encountered God on 
that peak and on that same peak Moses 
had his eighth encounter with God 
and witnessed His glory. “And the Lord 
descended in the cloud, and stood with 
him there, and proclaimed the name of 
the Lord …  and … passed by before him” 
(Ex. 34:5–6).

For the second time Moses passed 
forty days and nights with the Lord and 
when he descended from communing 
with Yahweh his face radiated brilliance 
so intense the Israelites could not look 
upon him. There, guided by the hand 
of God, Moses “wrote upon the tables the 
words of the covenant, the ten command-
ments” (Ex. 34:28).

“And the LORD said unto Moses, 
Write these words, For after the purpose 
and character of these words I have made 
a covenant with you and with Israel” (Ex. 
34:27). When Moses returned from 
his eighth encounter he told Aaron to 
gather all the people in order to convey 
God’s word written upon the tablets of 
stone. Because his face shown with such 
intensity, Moses wore a veil while he 
spoke to the people and reiterated the 
commandments God had given him. 
However, when “Moses went in before the 
Lord to speak with him, he took the veil 
off, until he came out. And he came out, 
and spake unto the children of Israel that 
which he was commanded” (Ex. 34:34). 

Notice the cleft in the rock near the peak with 
Cave of Elijah just below.

View from the mouth of the Cave of Elijah.
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That was Moses’ ninth encounter with 
Yahweh at Sinai. 

Sinai—The Teaching Covenant
Moses’ interaction with Yahweh 

highlights the nature of the teaching 
covenant. Not only did the Lord guide 
Moses to learn the word and writing 
of God but He chose others to train as 
well for the building of the new taber-
nacle that would travel with them. It 
is very important to put these gifts of 
learning and teaching in their proper 
context. They were initially building a 
tabernacle, but the Sinai Covenant is 
not a tabernacle-building covenant, it is 
a teaching covenant. “And He has filled 
him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, 
in understanding, and in knowledge, and 
in all manner of workmanship … and he 
hath put in his heart that he may teach … 
” (Ex. 35:31–35). This blessing of Exo-
dus 35:31 will be repeated for Daniel 
and his cohort: “God gave them knowl-
edge and skill in all learning and wisdom” 
(Dan. 1:17).

Moses’ tenth encounter with Yah-
weh also took place in the tabernacle. 
The beginning of the Exodus changed 
the Hebrew calendar. It had been one 
year now since the Passover in Egypt 
and the beginning of the Exodus that 
reset the Hebrew calendar. “This month 
shall be unto you the beginning of months: 
it shall be the first month of the year to 
you” (Ex. 12:2). Yahweh prescribed a 
ceremony to enclose the things that 
were to go into the Ark of the Cov-
enant. “Thou shalt set up the tabernacle 
of the tent of the congregation. And thou 
shalt put therein the ark of the testi-
mony” (Ex. 40:2–3). At the end of the 
ceremony at Sinai a cloud covered the 
tabernacle tent and “the glory of the Lord 
filled the tabernacle. And when the cloud 
was taken up from over the tabernacle, the 
children of Israel went onward in all their 
journeys” (Ex. 40:35–36).

There is no more lucid symbolism 

of the “great divide in human thought” 
than these first passages in Exodus that 
refer to the birth of literacy. In Genesis, 
God spoke of the “tree of life” (Gen. 
3:22), a natural symbol of His creation 
and His spirit. At Sinai that symbolism 
changed to the “book of life” (Ex. 32:32). 
The most important truth of Sinai was 
that God guided humankind across the 
great divide from paganism to worship 
of the one true God by gifting us with 
the law and literacy. At the time (unfor-
tunately) literacy meant little to the Isra-
elites, but God had also promised them 
land. Land was something the Israelites 
could understand. Every single book of 
the Old Testament mentions the im-
portance of territory. The Lord had bid 
them place and trace their footprints as 
a sacred act of claiming God’s promise 
of territory (Deut. 11:24).

Footprints of the Israelites
God spoke of the promise of land 

to Abraham, Moses, and Joshua. They 
were commanded to go on a pilgrim-
age to claim it. To Abraham, the Lord 
said “Arise, walk through the land, in the 
length of it and in the breadth of it; for 
I will give it unto thee” (Gen. 13:17). 
“Unto thy seed have I given this land, 
From the river of Egypt unto the great riv-
er, The river Euphrates …” (Gen. 15:18). 

The command to the same pilgrimage is 
repeated to Moses: “Every place whereon 
the soles of your feet shall tread shall be 
yours: from the wilderness and Lebanon, 
from the river, the river Euphrates even 
unto the uttermost sea shall your coast be” 
(Deut. 11:24). When Joshua began the 
conquest of Canaan after forty years 
in the wilderness, he reiterated God’s 
pledge of land to the Israelites if they 
obeyed the covenant, “Every place that 
the sole of your feet shall tread …  that 
have I given unto you as I said to Moses” 
(Josh. 1:3).

At Rephidim, near the split rock at 
Horeb, the footprints of the Israelites 
are found. The Caldwells took photos at 
Rephidim that document this ritual trac-
ing of the feet. Those photographs show 
numerous pairs of footprints etched 
into the rocks. It is hard to determine 
how many footprints there may be. 
Rephidim is a huge area and the foot-
prints recorded are within a few yards 
of each other. The Caldwells managed 
to return to Rephidim and confirmed 
with new photographs that there were 
still more footprints than the ones they 
first recorded. A thorough search of the 
surrounding area would probably reveal 
many more. The inscriptions are identi-
cal. They are all etched with a triple hash 
mark beside the soles of the feet. 

Ritual placing and tracing of footprints found near the Split Rock of Horeb at the area 
identified as Rephidim. Triple hash marks are an alphabetic caption for “soles of feet.”

Photos reprinted by permission of Jim & Penny Caldwell and the Split Rock Research Foundation.
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The triple hash mark is an alpha-

betic symbol for the letter K. It devel-
oped from the Proto-Semitic image of 
the palm of the hand. The Egyptian 
word for it was Kep, meaning the cup of 
the hand or the instep of the foot. The 
Hebrew word for it was Kaph. The word 
represented by this single letter had 
three precise meanings: 1) the palm (or 
cup) of the hand, 2) the sole (or cup/
instep) of the foot, and 3) the name 
of the letter K. As the Hebrews were 
ritually placing and tracing their feet 
they always wrote the K besides their 
footsteps. The triple hash mark was an 
alphabetic symbol meaning “soles of the 
feet.” They probably surmised that the 
use of the “writing of God” sanctified the 
likeness of their footprints marked into 
the stone. This ritual placing and tracing 
of the soles of the feet and writing of the 
letter K was the Israelites’ first literate 
act. It came to constitute their tribal 
sign, called a wasum, which they used 
to mark their territory. The footprints 
of the Israelites, as simple as they are, 
unlock many doors. For example, the 
evidence suggests the Israelites were 
wandering in Arabia rather than the 
Sinai Peninsula. Their historical journey 
will now need to be re-examined. The 
footprints of the Israelites and the writ-
ing of God in Thamudic script now give 
us a means to trace their wandering. 

Inscriptions at Sinai
Scripts are not dated by physical 

means; they are dated by the characteris-
tic forms of the letters that have changed 
over time to give us an etymology, or 
history, of the letters. For example, 
two classic Proto-Semitic pictographs 
were found right alongside the Kaliya 
inscription found at Rephidim. There 
were two ox heads flanking the inscrip-
tion. These are pictographs of the letter 
Aleph. This discovery of Proto-Semitic 
pictographs in Midian is an important 
find in the study of the origin of the al-

phabet. The Alephs support the analysis 
that these alphabetic inscriptions were 
written right at the time when picto-
graphic writing was still used, the earli-
est possible date for alphabetic writing. 

The other alphabetic inscriptions 
are found on the eastern side of the 
Sinai site in Midian. They were made 
in an area so remote that few people 
have been there even over the course of 
thousands of years. That has certainly 
contributed to the preservation of the 
archaeological and inscriptional data. 
These inscriptions are dated to the 15th 
century B. C. and are written in ancient 
Thamudic, the oldest alphabetic script 
composed of letter-symbols rather than 
pictographs. To whom did they belong? 
Scripture recorded the Israelites were 
there during the 15th century B.C. 
engaged in alphabetic writing. 

The inscriptions are simple and 
brief,  like most done on undressed 
stone. They were not made by scribes, 
but rather by semi-literate ordinary peo-
ple who had begun to learn the alphabet. 
These inscriptions had a single purpose, 
as did most of the earliest alphabetic 
inscriptions on undressed stone: they 
marked the place where someone died. 
The ancient Semitic tradition was to 
mark the place of a person’s death even if 
they were buried elsewhere. These early 
inscriptions generally gave little more 
than the word /zn/ and the name of the 
individual. The word /zn/ had a clear 
and simple meaning: it meant “died.” 

Jamme, the renowned Thamudic 
scholar, made a definitive case that 
/zn/ was the funerary notation meaning 
“died.” His analysis is conclusive. Two-
thirds of all early alphabetic inscriptions 
are unequivocally of a funerary nature, 
marking where someone died (although 
some marked actual gravesites as well). 
Many phonetic components of the earli-
est alphabetic inscriptions are unknown. 
Even when all the letters are known, the 
words they form may not be. Errors on 
the part of the writer were also com-
mon. In these particular inscriptions, 
however, there is no doubt about their 
meaning: they are funerary markings, 
although some parts of the inscriptions 
so far remain untranslated. 

The inscription found at Rephidim, 
published in our first installment, is 
translated “died Kaliya.” This is signifi-
cant for two reasons. First, the triple 
hash mark was used in this group of 
letters in an unmistakably alphabetic 
context. This eliminates the argument 
that the triple hash mark of the foot-
prints was a random symbol that had no 
meaning. The Israelites used the tracing 
of their footprints as the first alphabetic 
wasum, a tribal sign. After the introduc-
tion of the alphabet into the region, 
alphabetic wasums rapidly became 
common to mark boundaries of tribal 
territory.

The Kaliya inscription is impor-
tant because it is flanked by the two 

The Z came from the hieroglyph of a plow. The sphinx at Serabit el Khadim, now in the British 
Museum, shows the plow glyph with the tip worn and faded, practically invisible. These letters 
were used as a model by peoples of the region, who copied the Z as seen in the middle example. 
By the time of Sinai, the end strokes were parallel. Later, the connecting line became a diagonal so 
the letter could be made in a single stroke, without lifting the stylus from the surface.

Etymology of the letter Z (Zayin)
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Alephs mentioned earlier. These picto-
graphic images of an ox head came from 
Proto-Semitic pictographs. Having this 
connection between Proto-Semitic and 
Thamudic script is significant evidence 
that the writing of God was the first step 
into symbolic script developed from the 
Proto-Semitic pictographs. The Alephs 
suggest the earliest possible date (15th 
century B. C.) for these writings, on 
the cusp of the creation of the symbolic 
alphabet. There are many other Thamu-
dic inscriptions in and around the area 
of Jabel al-Lawz—evidence of prolific 
alphabetic activity. 

The first inscription at Sinai reads 
“Died Hagar.” Analyzing and specify-
ing the phonemes, or ranges of sound, 
that are represented by each letter was a 
critical development in writing. It seems 
the /k/ and /g/ sounds were phonemic 
in many dialects of the region, often 
interchangeable or indistinguishable 
since there is no symbol for /g/ in their 
scripts. However, in the specific variety 
of script in the area around Mount 
Horeb (Tabuki Thamudic) there was a 
separate /g/ phoneme and letter as in 
Hebrew—an indication of their com-
mon roots. If the /k/ and /g/ sounds 
were considered the same phoneme, 
the name would be pronounced either 
Hagar or Hakir. If they are separate 
sounds, the symbol used here must 
stand for the /g/ sound since we know 
the symbol for the letter K. 

The second inscription reads “Died 

Amiah bat Hagar” (Amiah daughter of 
Hagar). The phrase “daughter of” would 
typically be followed by the mother’s 
name. Hagar is a female name whereas 
Hakir is male, another indication Hagar 
is the correct translation. More impor-
tantly, the language of the Amiah in-
scription is Hebrew. “Amiah bat Hagar”: 
bat is the Hebrew word for daughter. 
Some claim this writing was Proto-Ara-
bic, but this inscription clearly identifies 
the language as ancient Hebrew. The 
Hagar and Amiah inscriptions appear 
to have been done with the same hand 
because the comparison of the letters 
meaning Hagar on both inscriptions 
shows them to be strikingly similar. 

The last inscription reads “Died 
Amalek.” Some of the letters follow-
ing this have not been deciphered. 
They may be a short attribute of the 
deceased, perhaps saying how he died. 
This inscription marked the death of 
an Amalekite; “Then came Amalek and 
fought with Israel” (Ex. 17:8). These 

three inscriptions were found on the 
periphery of the campsites where Scrip-
ture says the attacks of the Amalekites 
happened. Recording the death of a 
defeated enemy would be completely in 
keeping with custom. These three in-
scriptions of Hagar, Amiah, and Amalek 
were found close together and they tell a 
story straight from the pages of Exodus. 
The two females were family, isolated 
on the edge of the campsite. They were 
attacked and killed by one or more of 
the predatory Amalekites, taking advan-
tage of their isolation and vulnerability. 
Other Israelites arrived in time to slay 
their murderer but not in time to save 
them from their fate. 

Remember what Amalek did unto 
thee by the way, when ye were 
come forth out of Egypt; How he 
met thee by the way, and smote 
the hindmost of thee, even all that 
were feeble behind thee, when 
thou wast faint and weary; and he 
feared not God. (Deuteronomy 
25:17–18)

Moses and Writing
Regardless of when he began to 

elaborate a Hebrew script, Moses 
received direct guidance upon the 
Mountain of God and thus was able to 
write in Hebrew to record the words of 
the Lord. Moses was called up to the 
mountain where he stayed for forty days 
and nights, time to learn what he was 

The north Semitic Aleph came from the hieroglyph of an ox head. In the north Semitic script, used 
in Canaan, the round head became triangular; straight lines were easier than curves to write on 
stone. It was more typically written sideways. By Roman times it had become standardized as the 
A we know today.  

Etymology of the letter A (Aleph)

Died Hagar Died Amalek
Died Amiah

Daughter of Hagar

Thamudic inscriptions from the base of Mount Sinai in Midian.

Photos reprinted by permission of Jim & Penny Caldwell and the Split Rock Research Foundation.
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Continued on page 25

being commanded to teach (Ex. 24:18). 
When Moses came down from Sinai he 
brought the alphabet carved into stone. 
Nonetheless, there is a quantum leap 
between knowing the alphabet enough 
to scratch your name into a stone and 
the work attributed to Moses (or his 
scribes) in writing the first five books of 
the Old Testament. Having the sounds 
of a language in letters is not yet a 
complete writing system. At the time 
of the Exodus no consensus of spelling, 
vocabulary, grammar, punctuation, or 
sentence structure had been determined. 
No form for verse, paragraph, chapter 
or book had been specified. A myriad 
of codified forms and conventions that 
we take for granted simply did not 
exist. There were no spaces between 
words nor punctuation at the beginning 
and end of sentences, paragraphs, or 
chapters. There was no capitalization. 
Letters of the alphabet might point in 
any direction, or develop variant forms, 
and not all the sounds were represented 
yet. These conventions took centuries to 
perfect. 

Did Moses adapt the Proto-Semitic 
pictographs into the letters of the 
Hebrew alphabet or did God directly 
hand him the alphabet on the tablets of 
stone? The answer, as far as we know it 
from Scripture and our recently revealed 
evidence, would be both. To many 
theologians, all of man’s innovations 
are planned and predestined by God. 
Secularists, however, require a human 
inventor of the alphabet. One could not 
find a better candidate than Moses for 
that innovation. Moses was educated in 
“all of the wisdom of the Egyptians” (Acts 
7:22). Members of the Egyptian court 
learned hieroglyphs and cuneiform. As a 
Semite, he would have been knowledge-
able of the Hebrew language and of the 
alphabetic pictographs used to write 
phonetically in Semitic. Scripture sets 
both facts before us: Yahweh gave Moses 

the writing of God (Ex. 32:15–16) writ-
ten with His own finger (Ex. 31:18) and 
after the first tablets were destroyed He 
guided Moses to write it himself (Ex. 
34:27). Conclusion: Moses was divinely 
inspired to create the alphabet. This 
implies both the guiding hand of God 
and a role for human innovation.

The Lord had just gifted the He-
brews with His writing as a medium for 
learning, preserving, and spreading His 
Word. The Sinai Covenant had a stated 
purpose. It was a teaching covenant 
commanding believers to learn to read 
and write and to use those skills to 
spread the knowledge of God’s word 
to others. In antiquity, priests were the 
primary practitioners and teachers of 
literacy, a distinction that is lost on us 
today. The Lord called the Israelites 
to become “priests” of His Word (Ex. 
19:6), which included literacy: “Thou 
shalt read this law … (Deut. 31:11). And 
thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy 
house, and on thy gates” (Deut. 6:9). Mo-
ses first fulfilled this command by read-
ing the law to the people. The Levitical 
priesthood was charged with teaching 
the heads of households. Eventually, all 
Israelites were to teach their children the 
Word and the writing of God. 

The writing of God exemplified the 
alphabetic principle of one symbol for 
each consonant sound of the language. 
At Sinai, believers received the alpha-
betic principle of the writing of God 
as surely as they received the moral 
principle of the Word of God. They 
were commanded to become a literate 
people. The Lord’s direct command to 
the Hebrews that they read, write, and 
teach, made it clear they were being 
prepared to take the Word and the writ-
ing of God to all nations of the world. 
Sinai was a literacy covenant. Learn-
ing the word and the writing of God 
was a central purpose of the covenant 
for believers, their children, and their 

children’s children unto all generations. 
Believers were called to take responsibil-
ity for their children and to “teach them 
diligently” (Deut. 6:7). “Behold, I set 
before you this day a blessing and a curse; 
A blessing, if ye obey … and a curse if ye 
will not obey …” (Deut. 11:26–28).

At the Midian site we find inscrip-
tions in the oldest known alphabet of 
letters (Thamudic, the father script) that 
bear testimony to events happening at 
Sinai. These inscriptions are written in 
the ancient Hebrew language and men-
tion events of the Exodus. The term “the 
writing of God” has been interpreted by 
Biblical historians as a mere synonym 
for the message written upon the stone, 
rendering it a meaningless redundancy. 
That interpretation can no longer stand. 
Believers and theologians alike must 
look at the evidence for the writing of 
God as carefully as possible.

Scripture articulates the distinction 
and importance of both the word and 
the writing of God in several verses. In 
Exodus 24:12, God specified the law 
“which I have written.” In Exodus 31:18, 
God promised “tables of testimony … 
written with the finger of God.” Exodus 
32:16 emphasizes the distinction: “And 
the tables were the work of God, and the 
writing was the writing of God.” The 
writing of God is not presented as a 
synonym for the word of God but as a 
separate, equally relevant, highly signifi-
cant part of the Sinai Covenant. This 
was the only written record ever received 
by mankind directly from God’s hand! 
Both the message and the medium are 
supremely important. The evidence at 
Jebel al-Lawz proves this point as do the 
commands of Scripture which direct be-
lievers to read and write. The goal of the 
Sinai Covenant was not only to engrave 
the law on the tablets of stone but also 
to engrave the law upon the hearts of 
man. “Saith the Lord, I will put my law 
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“Common Core,” 
or the Common Core 
State Standards Initia-
tive, was launched in 
2009 by the National 
Governors Association 

and the Council of Chief State School 
Officers. States that choose to adopt 
these standards will have to align eighty-
five percent of their English and math-
ematics standards with Common Core. 
Christian families, even those whose 
children are not in government schools, 
should be aware of the widespread im-
pact Common Core could have.

Common Core is, in part, a reac-
tion to the failure of No Child Left 
Behind (NCLB), which was supposed 
to improve education by requiring all 
states to set standards in reading, math, 
and science. Perhaps the intentions of 
NCLB were good. Certainly the failings 
of government schools were painfully 
obvious. But, as the Cato Institute’s 
Neal McCluskey has argued, “NCLB ar-
guably made matters worse, giving states 
powerful incentives to set low standards 
and simply label poor performance 
‘proficient.’”1

Opportunism, Not Education
Advocates of Common Core argue 

that strong national standards might 
help American students catch up with 
better-performing students in other 
nations. But among economically ad-
vanced (OECD) nations, there is little 
evidence that national standards help. 
Among OECD nations, the U. S. ranks 
somewhere in the middle. The U. S. 
definitely has room for improvement, 
but it also outperforms some nations 

The Problems with “Common Core”
by Timothy D. Terrell

F e a t u r e  A r t i c l e

that have national standards. McClus-
key concludes, after a survey of recent 
studies, that “[t]he scientific literature 
on national standards simply does not 
demonstrate that national standards 
drive superior performance.”2  And 
private and homeschools consistently 
produce students who are well above the 
government school average, despite be-
ing the least tied to centralized standards 
of any kind.

Federal standards are subject to 
the inevitable opportunistic scramble 
of political interest groups. Interest 
groups will fasten their own agendas to 
any federal program until the original 
intent is lost underneath an accretion of 
bureaucratic or corporate parasites. We 
can expect no less of national education 
standards. As even one of the advocates 
of national standards, Diane Ravitch, 
wrote of President Clinton’s earlier 
plans,

I came to realize even as I was writ-
ing that the seemingly straightforward 
idea of national standards was falling 
victim to a tortuous political process. 
Other agendas became attached to 
the basic idea of standards, as legisla-
tors and lobbyists from various interest 
groups saw an opportunity to hang their 
favorite causes onto the legislation. The 
measure placed unnecessary restrictions 
on how states could use their tests; 
dictated to states the composition of 
their standards-setting body, ensuring 
the representation of every professional 
group and mandating affirmative-action 
criteria for selection; insisted on vague 
and controversial opportunity-to-learn 
standards; and required that any state 
educational plan encompass all social 
services, not just academic standards …3

Furthermore, in typical bureaucratic 
fashion, Common Core seeks to quantify 
everything about education, even that 
which cannot be quantified. The techno-
logical side of Common Core provides 
for a national student-tracking system 
that has many concerned about the 
privacy implications. Vast databases with 
information that may be only peripher-
ally related to education will be created.

The potential for misuse of these 
databases is enormous. Not just grades, 
but all kinds of information about 
students will be collected and made 
available to many government agencies. 
This includes, as Michelle Malkin has 
warned, “health-care histories, income 
information, religious affiliations, vot-
ing status, and even blood types and 
homework-completion rates.”4 Some 
of this information may end up being 
sold to the private sector. It would not 
be unreasonable for homeschoolers to 
have concerns about eventual require-
ments that their children’s information 
be inserted into this database.

Politicizing Education
While Common Core standards 

are advertised as voluntary, the federal 
grants tied to adopting Common Core 
could make this practically irrelevant, 
just like the “voluntary” state adoption 
of the twenty-one-year-old drinking age 
that is tied to federal highway dollars. As 
McCluskey argued,

[D]espite national-standards supporters 
emphasizing that the CCSSI [i.e., Com-
mon Core] is state-led and that adop-
tion of its standards is technically volun-
tary, adoption will almost certainly be 
de facto involuntary, and the standards 
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Eleven years later, at another NEA 

meeting, he began to sound almost like 
Machen: “There is a growing tendency 
in California towards uniformity and 
state centralization of power, which, if 
continued, might lead us into a kind of 
Chinese civilization. I have no love for 
Chinese uniformity in education.”10

As Rushdoony pointed out, Swett 
did not see that the uniformity he wor-
ried about was a consequence of the 
elevation of the state above the individ-
ual. As much as the organs of state-run 
education crow about diversity, it is 
the direction of schools from govern-
ment bureaucracies that truly crushes 
diversity. In a free society in which 
there is a true separation of school and 
state, a family that would like to have 
its children taught creationism may 
choose a school that teaches science in 
that way. A family that seeks a classi-
cal education may choose a school that 
uses that approach. A family that wants 
courses taught in Spanish could seek 
out such a school. Private schools, some 
of them expensive, some inexpensive, 
some funded through charity, would 
fill niches that are barely noticed today. 
What a contrast to the status quo, in 
which angry or worried parents from 
various religious and political persua-
sions fight at the state or federal level 
for mandates that must be imposed on 
everyone—or for the removal of con-
troversial material. Competition among 
vendors of education, offering various 
pedagogical approaches and curricula, 
would produce a wide range of options. 
Today food shoppers have a similar 
range of options—organic, processed, 
GMO, gluten-free … from high-end 
grocery stores to cheaper bulk purvey-
ors and community food pantries. The 
choices are continually expanding—and 
in the United States even the poor are 
remarkably well-nourished, with over 
ninety-percent of poor households not 

themselves ultimately federal. Already 
… Secretary of Education Duncan has 
made clear that it would behoove states 
to sign on to the CCSSI if they wish to 
compete for a share of the $4.35 billion 
“Race-to-the-Top” fund. Duncan has 
also said that the federal government 
would furnish $350 million to develop 
tests tied to the standards.5

In April, the Department of Educa-
tion announced an additional review 
process for the two state-based consortia 
that are designing assessment procedures 
(read: standardized tests) for Common 
Core. The consortia, which received 
four-year “Race-to-the-Top” grants in 
2010, are now being monitored by the 
federal government to see that their 
work is satisfactory. While the Common 
Core website claims that the effort “was 
and will remain a state-led effort,”6 and 
that “the federal government had no role 
in the development of the Common 
Core State Standards and will not have 
a role in their implementation,” the fed-
eral funding and oversight of the state 
consortia developing the assessments 
strongly suggests otherwise.

J. Gresham Machen, the great 
Presbyterian theologian and founder 
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 
warned in 1926 about the federaliza-
tion of education, and in particular the 
strings that would inevitably be attached 
to the federal dollars. Common Core 
standards are only the latest manifesta-
tion of those “strings.” On February 
25, 1926, Machen appeared before the 
Senate Committee on Education and 
Labor, and the House Committee on 
Education, to express his opposition to 
the bill establishing a federal Depart-
ment of Education. “The department 
of education …,” Machen said, “is to 
promote uniformity in education. That 
uniformity in education under central 
control, it seems to me, is the worst fate 
into which any country can fall. That 
purpose, I think, is implicit also in the 

other form of the bill, and it is because 
that is the very purpose of the bill that I 
am opposed to it.” Machen went on to 
say that the bill established:

… in a very radical way a system of 
Federal aid to the States, with condi-
tions on which this aid is to be received. 
It is perfectly clear of course, that if any 
such principle of Federal aid in educa-
tion is established, the individual liberty 
of the States is gone, because I think we 
can lay it down as a general rule, with 
which everyone who has examined the 
course of education recently will agree, 
that money given for education, no 
matter what people say, always has a 
string tied to it. That appears in gifts of 
money by private foundations, and it 
appears far more, of course, when the 
gift comes from the Federal Govern-
ment, which has already been encroach-
ing to such an extent upon the powers 
of the States.7

Before the federal government 
exerted its standardizing power upon 
the schools, the state governments were 
doing the same thing, using state funds 
as a tool to elicit compliance. John 
Swett, nineteenth-century California 
gold-seeker turned public education ad-
vocate, promoted government schools as 
institutions by which the people could 
be made into more loyal and produc-
tive servants of the state. In 1864, Swett 
“threatened recalcitrant school trustees 
who refused to use the state textbooks 
with loss of state funds.”8 But even he, 
with his statist impulses, began to sus-
pect that the power to choose textbooks 
could result in a smothering, crippling 
uniformity. In 1888, he told the Na-
tional Educational Association,

California is the only state that has 
entered into the business of publish-
ing school-books … some of us have 
grave doubts about it … in large and 
populous states the power of adopting 
books is too great to be entrusted to any 
one board.9
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suffering even temporary food shortages.

Politicized education separates the 
vendor from the customer. It means 
that school administrations and teach-
ers respond less to parents and more to 
the source of their funding—the state 
and federal bureaucracies. Real diversity 
in education suffers as standardiza-
tion takes over. Parents are a far lower 
priority than in a private school setting 
where they are writing checks directly to 
the school. And of course, government 
responsiveness to parents cannot hold a 
candle to the ultimate in parent-directed 
education—homeschooling.

So the problem, at its root, is more 
than about federal versus local control. 
It is about more than the particulars of 
the content being taught. The problem 
is whether the family should control 
education, or whether the state should 
control education. Sadly, saving govern-
ment schools from Common Core is 
only a rear-guard action. As Machen’s 
nearly ninety-year-old warning reminds 
us, government schools have been on a 
track toward federalized bureaucracy for 
a century or more. This has led to sev-
eral serious problems, only one of which 
is the squelching of local priorities and 
local content in schools. (One size does 
not fit all.) To the government school, 
the family is an undesirable competitor. 

Who controls education is, and has 
always been, key to every issue of peda-
gogy or content that follows. Education 
is never separable from the interests of 
the educator. R. J. Rushdoony, in his 
1963 book The Messianic Character of 
American Education, argues that educa-
tion cannot produce liberty in society as 
long as it is subordinated to the decrees 
of the state (or the church). “Wherever 
church or state have claimed a prior, or 
any, jurisdiction over every other sphere 
of human activity or institution, there 
has been, with the realization of their 
claim, a steady diminution of liberty 

and the substitution of an institutional 
bureaucracy for law.”11

Responding to Common Core
McCluskey, following his criticism 

of national standards like Common 
Core, proposes a move toward parental 
control through vouchers or tax credits. 
Vouchers have a multitude of problems 
that tax credits do not—chief among 
them the risk that the government 
would tie “standards” to the money. But, 
in general, the closer education moves 
toward family control (which is essential-
ly a free market in education), the better. 
McCluskey lists a few of the advantages:

District budgets would be irrelevant 
because schools would be funded based 
on their ability to attract customers, not 
their allocations of public dollars. Cur-
ricular and pedagogical battles would 
peter out as schools independently chose 
the curricula they thought best and par-
ents selected the schools with programs 
they thought most effective for their 
children. Finally, no longer would going 
through a labyrinthine and stacked 
political process be the only avenue 
through which “customers” could try to 
fix education problems; they would be 
able to execute immediate accountability 
by taking their children and the money 
to educate them out of unsatisfactory 
schools and putting them elsewhere.12

Actually, parents already have the 
ability to “fix education problems,” by 
removing their children from the gov-
ernment school system—vouchers or no 
vouchers, tax credits or no tax credits. 
Certainly a tax provision that allows 
private and homeschoolers a generous 
deduction would be a welcome encour-
agement to family-directed education. 
I would support a tax credit that grants 
any parent not using the government 
school system a credit in the amount of 
the average cost per child in that family’s 
school district. But parents should not 
wait for something of this nature to be-

come a reality. While a few voucher and 
school choice programs have emerged 
nationwide, teacher unions and other 
groups have opposed even this lim-
ited step toward markets. And neither 
should parents expect any real improve-
ment from federal content standards like 
Common Core. The evidence suggests 
that hope in these programs is badly 
misplaced.

Timothy Terrell teaches economics at a 
small liberal arts college in South Carolina. 
Dr. Terrell can be contacted at terrelltd@
marketswork.com.
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Not all theological 
discourse that is 

done with good inten-
tions is necessarily 
good or Biblical. And 
not all apologetics that 

uses some form of antithesis is neces-
sarily good or Biblical. Apologetics and 
theology can’t be simply concerned with 
proving a point; they must be solidly 
grounded in a comprehensive Biblical 
worldview, not only in respect to their 
goals but also in respect to their terms 
and presuppositions, to their methodol-
ogy, and to their overall frame of refer-
ence. From beginning to end, apologet-
ics and all theological discourse must 
take the Word of God as authoritative 
in all its parts; and therefore every single 
term and argument must be informed 
by the Word of God and what the Word 
of God considers central and important 
to our faith. Thus apologetics and theol-
ogy must also exclude or diminish the 
influence of those factors and arguments 
considered as insignificant or even con-
trary to the very nature and intent of the 
message of the Word of God.

Examples of attempts to swerve 
Christians from the straight road of 
Bible-based worldview abound through-
out history. From the very beginning, 
Christ was tempted in the wilderness 
with things that in themselves are 
perfectly good and legitimate but in 
the context of Christ’s ministry contra-
dicted the very spirit and message of the 

Eschatology and the 
Covenantal Status of the Church

By Bojidar Marinov

F e a t u r e  A r t i c l e

gospel. God indeed turns stones into 
bread, Jesus was meant to have all the 
kingdoms of the world as His posses-
sion, and God does use miracles to save 
His people from harm. But neither of 
these was central to Jesus’s ministry and 
the gospel. There was a greater focus, 
and a more fundamental concern. Had 
Jesus succumbed to the temptation, His 
ministry would have been ruined.

The Church’s Temptations
Needless to say, Christians and the 

church throughout history haven’t been 
as firm in resisting those temptations as 
Jesus was. From the very first decades 
of the church, Christian authors and 
teachers succumbed to the lure of Greek 
philosophy and logic and adopted them 
in their apologetics and their theological 
discourse. Contrary to Tertullian’s ad-
monition, Jerusalem kept her member-
ship card at the library of Athens and its 
schools, and borrowed books and ideas 
and arguments as if Christ weren’t the 
source of all knowledge and reasoning. 
The same people who borrowed ratio-
nalism from the Greeks also defended 
the idolatry of images in the churches, 
using arguments that could have come 
out of any handbook on occultism; 
dreams and mystical experiences were 
of a greater importance than the pure, 
simple, plain text of the Second Com-
mandment. 

Later, the feeble shadows of the past 
were adopted and fused with modern 
imaginations to create a ritualistic/magi-

cal religion which blurred all ethical 
lines in one liturgical fog; against that 
false religion the Reformers revolted. 
Then the question of “What has God 
revealed to His elect?” was replaced with 
“What has nature revealed to all people, 
elect or non-elect?” “Natural theology” 
was thus born, and with it, the never-
clarified doctrine of “natural law.” Again 
and again, what the Bible declared the 
fundamental principle of all interpreta-
tion—the Covenant of God—stepped 
aside to make place for warmed-over 
pagan doctrines and presuppositions, 
baptized and dressed in a priest’s garb.

“So, you are a postmillennialist? You 
believe that the Millennium is now and it 
is not a literal thousand years?”

Much of this incomplete, eclectic 
apologetics and discourse continues 
today. A “Reformed” activist recently 
entered a debate with a sodomite activist 
on the issue of “Is gay marriage good for 
society?” The debate was a disaster for 
the “Reformed” activist, and expectedly 
so. What he believed was an “antithesis” 
wasn’t; the debate was entirely done on 
humanist grounds, using humanist pre-
suppositions and humanist terminology. 
The true antithesis would be in asking 
the question, “By what standard?” And 
not just asking that question but also 
subjecting every single part of the issue 
to it. What is society? What is good? 
What is marriage? How do we know the 
definitions for all these things? Reject-
ing the supposed neutrality of all these 

“So, you are a postmillennialist? You believe that the Millennium is now and it is not a literal thousand years?”
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terms would be the starting point of 
any discourse, as Van Til taught us. But 
our “Reformed” activist had bought 
into the neutrality assumption, and as a 
result, his argument was about insig-
nificant things, avoiding the covenantal 
argument, and focusing on proofs that 
proved nothing.

But my point here is the theological 
discourse over eschatology. You know, 
postmillennialism, amillennialism, and 
premillennialism in its two versions, 
dispensational and historic. The focus 
of the eschatological discourse has been 
centered mainly on the time of the mil-
lennium, and the length of the millen-
nium. Is it literal, or is it symbolic? Is 
it now, or is it in the future? Is Christ 
coming before or after it? Who is the 
Antichrist? How would we know him? 
What’s the meaning of the mark of the 
beast? Is it a chip, or a bar-code? Etc., 
etc.

Most of these questions and con-
cerns are, in fact, irrelevant. At best, 
their importance to the Christian faith is 
marginal. They may be discussed within 
the framework of larger issues, but in 
themselves, they don’t carry sufficient 
theological weight to be definitional of 
any eschatology. Even worse, these ques-
tions are all conceived not in the context 
of a Biblical way of thinking, but in an 
essentially pagan, Greek way of think-
ing. It is the Greeks who had a multi-
tude of intellectual problems to solve, 
generated by their dualisms. Material vs. 
spiritual, symbolic vs. literal, meaning 
of numbers vs. meaning of allegories, 
mathematical knowledge vs. mytho-
logical knowledge, signs in heaven vs. 
signs on earth, rational vs. empirical … 
All these were in one form or another 
opposed to each other, and the Greek 
thought was deeply concerned with de-
ciphering the meaning and resolving the 
contradictions between these seemingly 
incompatible-with-each other elements. 

Modern Christians seldom realize how 
much their thinking has been influ-
enced by these dichotomies, and how 
much these irrelevant concerns have 
been made the pivot of our modern 
theology.

Getting Back on Track
The Biblical concern is different. It 

is not found in any dualism or dialectics; 
it is found in that foundational concept 
of the Biblical message: the Covenant, 
the ultimate ethical/judicial relationship 
which God established with mankind in 
the very first week of the Creation (Jer. 
33:20, 25). All theology is by necessity 
covenant theology; the issue is always, 
“What covenant is at the foundation of 
a theology?” Even the so-called “natural 
theology” is not natural at all; it is based 
on certain covenantal presuppositions, 
mainly the ability of man to reach up 
to God by his own intellect, before and 
apart from supernatural faith. Any rea-
soning is first and foremost religiously 
motivated and based. The mind never 
discovers the truth; it only rationalizes 
what the heart has already chosen.

Eschatology, as part of theology, 
is no exception to that rule. No mat-
ter what men say about their escha-
tological reasoning, they never build 
their eschatologies on considerations 
of the literal or symbolic nature of the 
millennium, or on its present or future 
reality, or on the interpretations of the 
prophecies in the books of Revelation or 
Daniel. These are only the fruit of men’s 
ultimate beliefs about the work of God 
in history, about the nature of Redemp-
tion in history, about the function of 
the Holy Spirit in history, and about 
the covenantal status of the church in 
history. An emphasis would be helpful 
here: in history. And another emphasis 
will be even more helpful: the covenantal 
status of the church.

Because at the very foundation of 
it, eschatology is all about the Bride 

of Christ and her place in history. No 
matter what events are described in 
Revelation, at the end the angel takes 
John to show him what the story is all 
about; and it is not about tribulations 
and hell and heaven and horsemen and 
plagues and literal or symbolic number 
of years. It is about “the Bride, the Wife 
of the Lamb” (Rev. 21:9), coming down 
of heaven (v. 10), in history (v. 24). R. J. 
Rushdoony recognized that connection 
between eschatology and the marriage 
covenant in his Systematic Theology:

[W]e see a fact generally neglected, 
namely, that God’s first eschatological 
word for man includes marriage, sex, 
and procreation: “Be fruitful, and mul-
tiply.” While there is neither marrying 
nor giving in marriage in eternity, there 
is obviously much in eschatology which 
concerns itself with them. Add to this 
God’s statement, “It is not good that 
the man should be alone” (Gen. 2:18), 
and we must recognize man’s unity in 
marriage in God’s calling is an essential 
part of eschatology.1

Rushdoony’s conclusion is right to 
the point:

Not only is marriage basic to God’s 
temporal eschatology, but it provides, 
in the typology of the Bride of Christ, 
a type of the historical and eternal 
eschatology.2

Exactly. Eschatology is about the 
covenantal status of the church in his-
tory. Different eschatological positions 
are not really about the nature of the 
millennium; they are about the place of 
the church before Christ here and now. 
Everything else in eschatology follows 
from this. And all theological systems 
must be evaluated not on the basis of 
what they believe about the millennium, 
but what they believe about the cove-
nantal position of the church in this age.

Marriage and the Church
A brief theological analysis of the 

covenantal position of the wife in the 
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family is necessary, before we compare 
the positions. A wife is not a simple 
addendum to the family, as she was in 
the pagan, patriarchal times.3 She is one 
with her husband, in everything, and 
especially in the management of his 
property. In fact, she is so united to him 
that she is a co-owner of his property, 
and by default—not by delegation, as 
some incorrectly claim—she holds sov-
ereign rights over his property, mitigated 
only by his right to veto her decisions 
(Num. 30).* The veto, however, has 
certain limitations on the husband (not 
on the wife), and failure to confirm or 
to annul her actions leads to automatic 
confirmation, that is, a decision of favor 
of the wife’s actions. Outside of that 
veto, the wife’s decisions are as good as 
the husband’s decisions, when manage-
ment of the home is concerned.

The virtuous wife in Proverbs 31 is 
described as one who freely administers 
the property of the family while her 
husband is away. The lack of direct in-
volvement by the husband there doesn’t 
necessarily mean that he shouldn’t get 
involved; but it does reveal the cov-
enantal principle that the wife is fully 
empowered to make decisions without 
asking her husband for permission. 
Paul admonishes the young women to 
get married and “rule a house,” (1 Tim. 
5:14; the word in Greek is literally a 
“house despot”). Rushdoony comments 
on Proverbs 31, “The Biblical doctrine 
shows us the wife as the competent 
manager who is able to take over all 
business affairs if needed, so that her 
husband can assume public office as a 
civil magistrate  …”4 A few pages earlier 
he demonstrated that it was not Chris-
tianity but the Enlightenment and its 
doctrine of man that separated the wife 
from her lawful position of a co-ruler 
of the house and business partner of 
her husband. As far as the family is 
concerned, the Enlightenment brought 

nothing more than a return to the old 
pagan concept of the wife as a mere 
addendum to the family. But according 
to the Christian doctrine, the wife is one 
with her husband, which means she is a 
co-ruler with him, and she is expected 
to take charge of the affairs of the house-
hold, and manage his property.

So the issue now is this: How do we 
evaluate the existing eschatological view 
today vis-a-vis the Biblical doctrine of 
the covenantal status of the wife in the 
family, and the church as the Bride of 
Christ?

Dispensationalism: 
The Church as a Concubine

Central to Dispensationalism is its 
doctrine of the two separate covenants 
of God: Israel and the church. The 
covenantal status and the promises to 
racial Israel remain forever, and the Old 
Testament prophecies apply to Israel 
and Israel only. The church is only a 
“plan B,” launched when Israel rejected 
Christ and His offer for a messianic 
kingdom based in Jerusalem. The cur-
rent era, the “church dispensation,” is 
“out of order” as far as God’s original 
intent for history is concerned. It is 
not foreseen nor prophesied in the Old 
Testament prophecies. Why, in fact, it 
is not even foreseen nor prophesied in 
Jesus’s own prophecies. The Old Testa-
ment’s concern, and Jesus’s concern, is 
entirely focused on Israel as His true, 
primary, and final covenant. The place 
of the church is only temporary, and her 
function is only remedial: she is adopted 
into the covenant only to bring the 
racial Israel back to God, by provoking 
racial Israel’s jealousy. At the end of time 
the church will be rewarded, but not ac-
cording to the Old Testament covenant-
al promises, for her participation. Israel 
will turn to Christ, and the messianic 
kingdom of Israel as the ruling race will 
be established on the earth. But even in 
our own age, when racial Israel is still 

rebellious against Christ, the church is 
supposed to honor and serve her, and 
spend resources in defending her and 
enriching her and elevating her above all 
other racial groups.

Racial Israel appears then to be the 
true bride of Christ, not the church. It 
was racial Israel that God made cov-
enant with in Genesis 12:2–3, not with 
“all who believe” (Rom. 4:11). Racial 
Israel, as the Bride, abandoned her Hus-
band and committed adultery with the 
Beast. Jesus’s “plan B” is to leave her for 
a time to her adultery and instead take a 
temporary consort, the church. The goal 
is to provoke the true wife to jealousy. 
Meanwhile, the church is the second-
rate wife. A concubine.

A concubine in the Old Testament 
was a wife who was given in marriage 
without a dowry, that is, without her 
own economic or financial stake in the 
new family. She had no inheritance, and 
her children had no inheritance in the 
family. For all covenantal purposes, a 
concubine was a servant. And indeed, 
while as a legal wife she was entitled to 
food, clothes, and “duty of marriage” 
(Ex. 21:7–11), she didn’t have the same 
authority in her husband’s household 
as the wife. The story of Sarah and 
Hagar very plainly shows this truth. She 
couldn’t rule the house as a wife, unless 
her husband delegated that task to her.5 
This, of course, would put her in a posi-
tion of being a servant to the true wife 
who could rule the house. The concu-
bine was a servant to the wife, as Hagar 
was to Sarah.6

In Dispensationalism, that is exactly 
the covenantal position of the church 
today. The true wife has left the home, 
whoring after other husbands. The 
church is taken in as a temporary con-
sort, having the right to sustenance but 
no right to rule the house. Jesus owns 
the whole world, it is His property; but 
the church cannot share in ruling the 
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as the community of believers—doesn’t 
share in that authority. There are areas 
that are forbidden for her to enter and 
manage. They must be left to the pow-
ers of this age. The world belongs to 
Christ; but it doesn’t belong fully to the 
church.

Covenantally, such view places the 
church in the position not of a wife, but 
of a fiancee, or a girlfriend. A fiancee 
is betrothed to her future husband, 
and there are certain obligations on 
her as a betrothed woman. (In the Old 
Testament, taking a betrothed woman 
counted as adultery and earned the 
criminal the death penalty.) She may 
even live in the house of her future 
family before the wedding, as an adopted 
daughter (Ex. 21:7–11). She would 
share in the blessings of the family, 
and have a position of a servant in the 
family, just as a daughter would, before 
she is of full age, or taken in marriage 
as a wife (Gal. 4:1). But even that is too 
much for amillennialists and premillen-
nialists: the “longing to return home” 
is a sort of emotional anchor for their 
eschatology. The church, in fact, doesn’t 
even live in Jesus’s home yet, so she is 
not even a betrothed woman along the 
Old Testament lines. She is rather a fian-
cee or a girlfriend along the standards of 
our modern culture: she does meet with 
Him, but she is not fully His wife yet. 
And, of course, the main concern of the 
church, as these two eschatologies see 
it, is the purity of the church, a major 
concern for a fiancee, not for a wife.

True, a wife is supposed to keep 
herself pure. But her main concern after 
the marriage is not purity itself. Her 
main concern is rulership and manage-
ment. The Proverbs 31 woman is not 
described in terms of her successful 
resistance to temptations, or her mysti-
cal spirituality, or her participation in 
prayer events or Bible groups. She is 
described as a manager of a household. 

world with Him. The church doesn’t 
participate in the promises given to the 
true wife; she has other, minor promises, 
as becomes a second-rate wife. The true 
wife, the one who has the inheritance 
and the promises, will return one day, 
which is the whole purpose and reason 
for the temporary concubinage of the 
church. 

Amillennialism and Historic 
Premillennialism: The Church 

as a Fiancee or Girlfriend
R. J. Rushdoony says about amillen-

nialism that it is “premillennialism with-
out earthly hope.” The two positions 
differ in their views of what happens 
after the Second Coming of Christ and 
the nature of the millennium. But they 
are notably concurrent as to the cov-
enantal status of the church in this age. 
Unlike Dispensationalism, they do not 
see the church as a second-rate wife. But 
they certainly don’t see her as a wife, yet.

Amillennialism especially, struggling 
under the weight of its utter pessimism 
about history and earth, has resorted in 
the last several decades to coining beau-
tiful metaphors and similes designed to 
justify why the church is not supposed 
to be active in managing God’s world 
in this age. “The Church is constantly 
mourning by the rivers of Babylon”; 
“We are royal exiles, eagerly awaiting 
our return home”; “The kingdom is 
here but not yet”; these are just a few of 
the examples. Biblically, they are empty 
phrases, for they are not supported by 
the Biblical message, and there is no 
rule of hermeneutics that can apply 
such sentiments to the church. But the 
message of all this rhetoric is the same 
throughout: The church is not in a posi-
tion to do anything of lasting value and 
significance in this world, here and on 
earth, except to line up people at the bus 
stop to heaven, and wait for the final 
day. As the Great Commission states, 
Jesus has all authority. But the church—

That aspect amillennialism and premil-
lenialism are not willing to discuss. It is 
not part of their view of the church. The 
church is simply waiting for that glori-
ous day when she will be able to finally 
exercise her rights as a wife. If there is 
anything to exercise her rights over, that 
is.

Postmillenialism:  The Church as 
the Bride, the Wife of the Lamb

There is no future event that 
postmillennialists expect that would in 
some way bring the church closer to her 
position as a wife. The Last Judgment 
will change the world and will purge it 
from sin. But it won’t change the legal 
status of the church to a higher one. 
The church is Christ’s bride here and 
now, in history and on earth. She is fully 
responsible to administer Christ’s world, 
and through His Word and His Spirit to 
clean it from curse and imperfection as 
much as possible, before Christ comes.

That full ownership and full respon-
sibility is expressed in Paul’s words to 
the Corinthians, is taken very seriously 
by all postmillennialists:

For all things belong to you, 
whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas 
or the world or life or death or 
things present or things to come; 
all things belong to you, and you 
belong to Christ; and Christ be-
longs to God (1 Cor. 3:21–23).

A legal wife, here and now, the 
church owns all things together with her 
Husband; and she has full authority over 
them by default, by the very nature of 
her covenantal and redeemed position. 
She is expected to take charge as the vir-
tuous wife of Proverbs 31. Her Husband 
is in the gates, sitting as a Judge of the 
world. She is over His property, bring-
ing all things to obey the household 
rules, that is, the Law of God.

What do we do with sin and curse? 

Continued on page 26
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When we come to 
faith in Christ, 

many of us hope that 
the practice of living 
out the faith will be a 
simple one. After all, 

the bottom line to Christian living is to 
fear God and keep His commandments 
(Ecc. 12:13). However, since our sinful 
natures have to be acknowledged by 
us and renewed by the Holy Spirit, we 
must work to become separated unto 
God—to become holy. Eventually, we 
come to understand that the process of 
our sanctification does not happen on 
auto-pilot, but must be lived out in a 
deliberate, self-conscious manner, with-
out relying on gimmicks or simplistic 
formulas. 

I recall the first time this was driven 
home to me. I was new to the faith and 
I was being discipled by a somewhat 
overbearing woman who made it seem 
as though all I had to do was memorize 
enough Bible verses and I would be safe 
from problems and trouble.

One day I decided to walk, rather 
than drive, from my apartment to the 
grocery store across the street. This 
turned out to be a bad idea because 
I purchased more than I could easily 
carry. I exited the store with two paper 
grocery bags full of ingredients for our 
spaghetti dinner. As I was approaching 
the home-stretch, my arms got weary 
and I became concerned that either 
my arms or the bags were going to give 
out. So, applying what had been drilled 
into me, I repeated with confidence, “I 
can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.” Immediately, and I 
mean immediately, one grocery bag gave 

The Challenges of Family Life
By Andrea Schwartz

S p e c i a l  C o l u m n

out and splatterings of spaghetti sauce, 
complete with glass fragments, were 
everywhere!  “But,” I said to myself, “I 
thought I could call upon the name of 
the Lord and be safe!”

My understanding of the faith 
has matured and deepened since that 
excursion. I now understand that God 
is not impressed with my incantations 
or a help-on-demand attitude. Living 
out the faith in the course of day-to-day 
living is not something we can do mind-
lessly, nor can we assume because we are 
in the Family of God, we get a free pass, 
exempting us from working out our 
salvation with fear and trembling (Phil. 
2:12).

I have discovered in the course of 
raising a family myself and witnessing 
others do so, that often we look for a 
formula—a sure-fire method to produce 
good, respectable children who will 
become good, respectable adults. We 
take verses such as “Train up a child in 
the way he should go, and when he is 
old, he will not depart from it,” (Prov. 
22:6) to mean that all we need to do is 
institute a plan of Bible memorization, 
catechism instruction, Biblically-sound 
textbooks, and all will be well. We 
incorrectly assume that since we have 
embraced a “correct” theology that fam-
ily life can go on auto-pilot. Then, when 
problems arise (which they will), so, too, 
does disillusionment and despair.

The answer to these difficulties is 
not to abandon the Scriptures or to 
conclude that because child-rearing in-
volves sinful people raising sinful people 
it is best to remain childless. Rather, we 
should reaffirm that since the family is 
God’s primarily institution in society, we 

must embrace the full-orbed faith if our 
families are to impact the culture for the 
Crown Rights of Jesus Christ. Family 
life is not an end unto itself, but the 
primary vehicle to further the Kingdom 
of God on earth.

Big Families Start as Small Ones
A new family begins when a man 

and a woman commit to a covenantal 
relationship in marriage. How these two 
people structure their relationship will 
have everything to do with how they 
embrace and welcome the addition of 
new members.1 A Biblically orthodox 
pattern of living needs to be established. 
Spending time with families with older 
children from one’s own extended fam-
ily or, in their absence, members of the 
church family, will help provide realistic 
expectations when the first child arrives 
on the scene. 

The single most important aspect 
of preparing for family expansion is to 
concentrate on learning, understand-
ing and applying the law of God. By 
incorporating the ultimate Standard of 
life into one’s thinking (economically, 
socially, nutritionally, etc.), instead of 
“making it up as you go along,” parents 
can be confident that their decisions and 
practices aren’t arbitrary and will receive 
blessings from God.

Investing time with a first-born 
is essential to this process. Too many 
mothers think leaving their child’s early 
years in the hands of paid providers (no 
matter how good they may be) is an 
acceptable choice. When a woman’s first 
child arrives on the scene, along with 
the normal care and nurturing which 
is true for all children, an additional 
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emphasis needs to be given as this first 
child will end up being a defacto leader 
to younger brothers and sisters. The 
patterns that are established with a first 
child, who will be the first to reach ma-
turity, are important because any young-
er children will use this older sibling as 
a litmus test for what is “really” allowed 
as opposed to what are the “stated” rules 
and regulations of the household. 

This child (boy or girl) is to be 
groomed to assist the mother as more 
children are added to the family. One 
of the ways to bring about a unified 
family is to establish with older children 
the duties and responsibilities attendant 
with their position within the family. 
Birth order may seem accidental to 
them, but God has a distinct purpose 
in how He configures families. Making 
a point to deputize the older children 
apprentices them for the time they will 
manage a household of their own. It also 
gives them an accurate picture of where 
their loyalties should lie.

The Eyes of the Children 
Are upon You

It is not uncommon in Christian 
homeschooling circles to see large fami-
lies with seven, even ten children. Psalm 
127 makes it clear that children are an 
inheritance from the Lord and a man 
is blessed with a quiver-full. But that 
doesn’t mean that there aren’t problems 
and situations that are unique to fami-
lies with many children. 

Since the world currently doesn’t 
view children as the blessings they are, 
big families are often ridiculed and 
criticized as being irresponsible and 
careless in an already over-populated 
world. When it is pointed out that most 
of these families are self-supporting and 
not relying on government assistance, 
the argument is raised that the mother 
cannot possibly give each child the 
love and attention it needs. This is a 
ridiculous argument from a society that 

has no problem with murdering babies 
in the womb, or shipping their little 
ones off to day care, and then to public 
school (complete with before- and after-
school care). Why should anyone believe 
that these critics have any idea of what 
nurture, love and discipleship entail?

Large families have the unique op-
portunity to impart to their youngest 
members the understanding that they 
are part of a larger entity while remain-
ing a unique individual with duties 
and responsibilities in both roles. This 
involves understanding what accord-
ing to Rushdoony is a basic question of 
philosophy—the One and the Many:  

Is unity or plurality, the one or the 
many, the basic fact of life, the ultimate 
truth about being? If unity is the reality, 
and the basic nature of reality, then 
oneness and unity must gain priority 
over individualism, particulars, or the 
many. If the many, or plurality, best 
describes ultimate reality, then the unit 
cannot gain priority over the many; 
then state, church, and society are 
subordinate to the will of the citizen, 
the believer, and of man in particular. If 
the one is ultimate, then individuals are 
sacrificed to the group. If the many be 
ultimate, then unity is sacrificed to the 
will of many, and anarchy prevails.2

It is much harder to live success-
fully as a spoiled brat when a child is 
one among many in a family. This does 
not mean that the children in large 
families are all carbon-copies of their 
parents or each other. Each comes to the 
family with a sinful nature that needs 
to be acknowledged and addressed. As 
Biblical standards are conveyed to each 
new member, each unique individual 
is trained in the ways of God and given 
the chance to learn how to interact 
peaceably with others. 

Large families do have particular 
issues and problems that aren’t faced 
by smaller families. For example, it is 
not uncommon for older children to be 

approaching adulthood as new members 
are being added to the family. If the 
parents have not prepared themselves to 
deal with the new circumstances older 
children will experience and face, family 
growing-pains can be debilitating.

Mom may be dealing with the nurs-
ing and diaper stage (a stage she is famil-
iar with) just as older ones are learn-
ing to drive, finding employment, or 
attending college (a stage which she isn’t 
familiar with as a parent, but only previ-
ously as a daughter). In a fragmented 
society with extended family often too 
far away to assist the mother as her older 
ones are ready to spread their wings, the 
mother may experience overload and 
find it difficult to keep juggling all her 
responsibilities.3

Conflicts arise that require revisit-
ing lessons that were the hallmark of the 
Christian education at the core of their 
homeschool. Parents should welcome 
these opportunities to re-establish Bibli-
cal guidelines for themselves and their 
older children as such tensions arise. 
This process is played out in front of an 
attentive audience in large families. Most 
parents realize that how they deal with 
these realities will become precedent-
setting as the younger children grow. 
The parents; desire to do things in an 
orthodox, Biblical manner is enhanced 
by the knowledge that the younger ones 
are paying close attention to how they 
parents are handling the matter.

Those who thought that their “for-
mula” would prevent problems realize 
that their families are not immune to 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life. They discover that 
the world, the flesh, and the devil are 
factors that need to be acknowledged 
and dealt with. It isn’t that the parents 
have failed; it is just that the time of 
testing has arrived.

I am not making a case for small 
families. Small families do not mean 
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fewer problems. These problems will 
arise regardless of family size. But large 
families have to work these problems 
out in front of many younger siblings. 
This is all the more reason for parents to 
be grounded with Biblical solutions.

It Takes a Family to Raise a Family
The foolish humanistic mantra 

that it takes a village to raise a family 
has a kernel of truth. Mom and dad 
cannot tackle this task successfully on 
their own, for the task is overwhelming 
without assistance. Instead of a village, 
it takes a family to raise a family. That 
is why the Biblical model is the trustee 
family.4

A Biblical trustee family is a gen-
erational model that is concerned with 
the health, education, and welfare of its 
members in all aspects of life. Far from 
the atomistic model of just the parents 
and their children, all members of this 
extended family have a vested interest 
in the health and well-being of each 
other. The trustee family has a stake in 
how children are raised. This is a foreign 
concept in a day where the prevailing 
secular model is that young people “do 
their time” in the family environment 
until they can leave home and create a 
life for themselves. This is a recipe for 
moral failure and future economic woes 
for the “grown” child, and feeds our 
statist system by weakening the family. 
R. J. Rushdoony comments:

Atomistic individualism, because it 
denies all power to the supernatural, 
and rebels against the family, claims 
for itself both sovereignty and power. 
But, because the atomistic individual 
is anarchistic only with reference to 
God’s law, and family law, his need for a 
framework of reference is concentrated 
on men at large—collective man, the 
state. The state becomes his “resonance 
box,” his stage. Atomistic man calls the 
totalitarian state into existence as his 
source of morality, religion, sovereignty, 

and power. The atomistic individual-
ism of every era, whether in antiquity, 
the Renaissance, or in the twentieth 
century, has called into being the 
omnivorous power of the state as its 
destroyer, for social atomism is inescap-
ably suicidal. By affirming the totally 
immanent one, the individual, it creates 
the greater concentration of immanence 
and oneness, the totalitarian state.5

Raising and rearing children is an 
investment in effort, time, and financial 
resources. Biblically speaking, the invest-
ment of feeding, clothing, sheltering, 
training and educating offspring should 
bring a better return than heartache and 
separation. This is where the trustee 
model is so important to embrace. 
Family life is not an end unto itself; it 
is the foundational means by which the 
Kingdom of God is pursued. That is 
the reason that when deciding upon a 
spouse, you must understand you are 
not just marrying a person, you are mar-
rying a family. The question must be:  Is 
it a covenantal family that will provide 
the necessary support (spiritually, emo-
tionally, and physically), and also shares 
the desire to see God’s will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven? 

Where a family chooses to live 
should take into consideration the kind 
of familial support that will be available, 
be it their own family or the family of 
God. Making use of grandparents, aunts 
and uncles, friends with older children 
are all a plus if the people who help 
share the burden share your perspective 
on the Faith and its practice.

Clearing the Hurdles
You cannot ultimately determine 

whether or not your children’s names are 
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, but 
you can inculcate in them the realities 
of living according to God’s Word and 
the resultant blessings and curses that 
will follow from their decisions. Parents 
should focus their attention on prepar-

ing their children for the days of testing, 
using church life, academic pursuits, the 
arts, sports, and other activities as the 
milieu in which these lessons are taught. 

Having a vibrant understanding of 
how the law of God applies across vari-
ous disciplines and issues will prepare 
them to address the challenges their 
future children will face as they expand 
their circle outside of family life. When 
the inevitable “butting heads” occurs, 
it is wise to make use of the extended 
family (both biological and the family of 
God) to act as buffers to assist in unjam-
ming the loggerheads. It is not a “given” 
that there will be generational conflict. 
This is a humanistic device intended to 
weaken the family, the culture, and set 
the stage for tyranny. 

There is a formula that works in 
families, but it cannot be reduced to 
isolated Bible verses or wholesome 
curriculum choices. Raising a family is 
a top-down transmittal of Biblical law 
(orthodoxy and orthopraxy) and will 
have a resultant, positive impact in a hu-
manistic culture. Rushdoony explains:

Meanwhile, the economic, political, 
religious, ecological, and educational 
crises of the modern world are increas-
ing. Every age has its problems, and 
many eras have had more difficult 
problems than the modern age, but the 
test is the ability of a culture to cope 
with its problems. The modern age has 
lost even one of the most elementary 
abilities of any culture, namely, the 
ability to discipline its children and 
maintain its authority. Without this 
elementary ability, a culture is very 
soon dead. The modern age gives every 
evidence of approaching death. This is 
a cause, not for dismay, but for hope. 
The death of modernity makes possible 
the birth of a new culture, and such an 
event is always, however turbulent, an 
exciting and challenging venture. The 
dying culture loses its will to live. A 

Continued on page 26
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John Locke, the 
philosopher who 

gave the world the 
formula of “life, liberty, 
and property”; adviser 
to noblemen and to a 

king; sometime political refugee; hailed 
as the inspiration for the Declaration of 
Independence—

Was he a Christian, or a deist?
Was he really the godfather of 

American independence, or a blind 
guide leading other blind men into a 
ditch?

In this meaty volume, the late 
Mary-Elaine Swanson (d. 2011) applied 
deep, extensive, and tightly-focused 
scholarship to demonstrate “how impor-
tant Locke’s political ideas were—and 
still are—to a free people” (p. 5). The 
book is also a yeoman effort to rehabili-
tate Locke in the eyes of Christians with 
whom he has fallen out of favor.

Notable among those was R. J. 
Rushdoony. Let’s get down to business, 
and try to decide whether Ms. Swanson 
has adequately answered his objections.

A Classical Liberal?
For Rushdoony, Locke was a “classi-

cal liberal” who, in common with others 
of his kind, shared certain beliefs. Rush-
doony summed them up: belief “in the 
absolute value of human personality and 
the spiritual equality of all individuals 
…  in the autonomy of individual will 
…  in the essential rationality and good-
ness of man,” and in men’s possession of 
“inalienable rights … by virtue of their 
humanity”; a belief that “the state comes 
into existence by mutual consent for the 

Is It OK for Christians to Like Locke? 
John Locke: Philosopher of American Liberty by Mary-Elaine Swanson

(Nordskog Publishing, Ventura, CA: 2012) Reviewed by Lee Duigon

B o o k  R e v i e w

sole purpose of preserving and protect-
ing those rights,” including a right to 
revolt against a government that violates 
its compact with the governed; a belief 
that law is better than command; that 
the least government is the best govern-
ment; a belief in individual freedom in 
all spheres of human life; and a faith 
that transcendent truth is accessible to 
human reason.1

This set of beliefs would surely 
strike many Americans as familiar and 
comfortable. But Rushdoony continues:

In the classical liberalism [of Locke and 
others], the divine order and God are in 
the remote background as the insurance 
agency for man and society, but the real 
power has been transferred to autono-
mous man and to nature. Autonomous 
reason is lord of creation, and autono-
mous reason finds its liberal law written 
into the very being of Nature. God 
may be in the background as creator, 
but He is no longer the sustainer of the 
universe: natural law prevails. The uni-
verse is a self-sufficient law-realm, and 
the divine decree and predestination 
give way steadily to a natural decree 
and materialistic determinism. Clas-
sical liberalism is still prevalent as the 
political philosophy of non-Christian 
conservatism or libertarianism. But, 
with Darwin’s hypothesis accepted, this 
position has become an anachronism.2

If it was an anachronism in 1979, 
by now it’s practically a fossil.

Swanson argues, at great length, 
that Locke himself never meant to move 
God to the background, and that his use 
of such terms as “Nature” and “the Law 
of Nature” no longer mean to us what 

they meant to him. Our understand-
ing of those words has been colored by 
Darwin’s use of them. As for “reason,” 
she would answer that Locke always 
maintained that human reason, unaided 
by God’s Word, would never suffice for 
an understanding of the truth.

Rushdoony’s criticisms of “classical 
liberalism” are compelling. Liberal-
ism smacks of deism, which features a 
watchmaker God who designs the uni-
verse to sustain itself and hasn’t much 
more to do with it. When was the last 
time you heard a secular conservative 
or a libertarian say, “We must do this 
because God commands it, and not do 
that because God forbids it?”

Can Locke establish his credentials 
as a Christian? Here is a long but telling 
quote from Locke’s Second Treatise on 
Government, from Paragraph 6 of his 
chapter on “the State of Nature”:

The state of Nature has a law of Nature 
to govern it, which obliges everyone, 
and reason, which is that law, teaches 
all mankind who will but consult it, 
that being all equal and independent, 
no one ought to harm another in his 
life, health, liberty or possessions; for 
men being all the workmanship of one 
omnipotent and infinitely wise Maker; 
all the servants of one sovereign Master, 
sent into the world by His order and 
about His business; they are His prop-
erty, whose workmanship they are made 
to last during His, not one another’s 
pleasure.3

From these words it would seem 
that, for Locke, human rights, or any 
individual’s rights, are actually God’s 
rights—because we all belong to Him: 
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we are His property, the sheep of His 
pasture. Would any deist say this?

The Limits of Reason
Ms. Swanson gives us another 

quote, this from a letter John Locke 
wrote to the Bishop of Worcester:

The Holy Scripture is to me, and 
always will be, the constant guide of 
my assent; and I will always hearken 
to it, as containing the infallible truth 
relating to things of highest concern-
ment. And I wish I could say there 
were no mysteries in it; I acknowledge 
there are to me, and I fear there always 
will be. But where I want the evidence 
of things, there is yet ground enough 
for me to believe because God has said 
it [emphasis added]; and I will pres-
ently condemn and quit any opinion 
of mine, as soon as I am shown that it 
is contrary to any revelation in Holy 
Scripture. (p. 37)

Deists like Thomas Jefferson, while 
rejecting the divinity of Christ and re-
fusing to believe in His miracles, never-
theless claimed that Jesus’ teachings, and 
the whole moral system promulgated 
in the New Testament, were superior to 
any other system known to man. Locke 
would certainly agree. But would any 
deist agree with Locke, who confessed 
that he would believe a thing “because 
God has said it”?

As for Locke as a worshipper of 
autonomous human reason, Swanson 
wrote,

Locke was always convinced that there 
was much that lay beyond man’s reason. 
Indeed, what prompted Locke to write 
the Essay [on Human Understanding] 
was his desire to discover what God had 
put within the range of his comprehen-
sion and what, on the other hand, must 
be forever beyond the power of human 
understanding—unless enlightened by 
Divine Revelation … [Locke thought] 
it was wise for men to content them-
selves with the variety and beauty 
God had put within the range of their 

understanding and not to [quoting 
Locke], “quarrel with their own con-
stitution, and throw away the blessing 
that their hands are filled with, because 
they are not big enough to grasp every 
thing.” (pp. 36–37)

The Blank Page
Nothing hurt Locke more in 

Rushdoony’s opinion than his conten-
tion that the human mind, at birth, is a 
“blank slate.”

“The image in a fallen world,” 
Rushdoony wrote, “reveals the fact of 
corruption also. Central to that corrup-
tion is the fact of original sin [emphasis 
added], the desire to be as god, autono-
mous and self-determining.”4

Surely it’s impossible for a human 
being born with original sin to come 
into being with his mind a blank slate!

Rushdoony continues:

Men, however, have been unwilling 
to admit the truth about themselves 
… philosophy has attempted to deny 
the fact of original sin and to ascribe 
to man’s reason and experience powers 
independent of sin …

This is, of course, the same psychology 
revived in the modern era by John 
Locke and made basic to modern 
education. If the mind is a blank piece 
of white paper [and here is where 
the mischief creeps in, ed.] then the 
educator is in a position of rare power. 
By conditioning, he can make the 
child into whatever he chooses. As 
a result, conditioning has become a 
concept basic to modern education and 
also to politics, as witness Pavlov and 
Marxism.5

And also:

Men may not like the revivalism of 
Wesley, but they will readily agree to 
the more favorable view of man held by 
Aristotle, Aquinas, Locke, and Wesley. 
In this view, men gain varying degrees 
of ostensible independence from God 
by denying in varying degrees their guilt 

and their responsibility before God. By 
freeing their minds from original sin, 
men constitute their minds into sup-
posedly impartial and objective judges 
over God and His word.

But independence from God is gained at 
the price of dependence on men.6

Poor Locke! A champion of human 
liberty, his concept of the mind as a 
blank page, upon which anything might 
be written, has empowered those who 
would devour liberty.

But based on what he actually said, 
just how blank is Locke’s blank page? 
Ms. Swanson answers, 

Locke’s view was that although man 
was not born with innate ideas, he was 
born with faculties which God had given 
him to evaluate experience—faculties 
such as thinking, willing, judging, 
memorizing  … In fact, despite Locke’s 
denial that God had gifted men with 
an innate, ready-made set of ideas, he 
affirmed that they were endowed with 
the faculty of reason with which to un-
derstand God and the universe, at least 
to the degree that God had given man the 
wisdom to understand His will. (p. 36, 
emphasis added)

And Locke also believed that God 
had endowed man with the Bible as an 
absolutely authoritative source provid-
ing access to understanding the truth 
beyond the scope of unaided human 
reason.

It’s a subtle point: if truth were in-
nate in the human mind, would it need 
to be written in the Bible? If we could 
know it innately, what need would we 
have of written scriptures?

For the human mind to be a blank 
page as believed by humanist social 
engineers and brainwashers, Locke’s 
combination of a God-given faculty 
of reason, plus the Holy Scriptures as 
an authoritative source of knowledge, 
would have to be discarded. And discard 
it they did—which is why their pre-
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scriptions, as acted on during the French 
Revolution and by communist states 
since then, never achieved anything but 
misery and bloodshed. As they were 
working from a false, ungodly premise, 
it could hardly be otherwise.

It’s Swanson’s thesis that it was 
Locke’s philosophy, correctly understood 
and correctly applied, that informed the 
American Revolution. She develops it in 
a long chapter entitled, “The American 
Revolution: Locke Adopted.” The title 
sums it up precisely, as does the title of 
the succeeding chapter, “The French 
Revolution: Locke Abandoned.”

Locke’s Life
Swanson’s major contribution is to 

acquaint her readers with Locke’s life 
as he led it. Some of us thought we’d 
learned all about John Locke in college. 
This is the material we didn’t learn, and 
it sheds much light on Locke’s ideas.

In Locke’s father’s time, England 
went through a long and bloody civil 
war, and the execution of a king. Locke 
saw the king’s son, Charles II, restored 
to the throne and succeeded by his 
brother, James II. Like the Pilgrims, 
Locke had to flee to Holland as a politi-
cal refugee. Another upheaval ousted 
James, replacing him with a Dutch 
prince, William of Orange, whose legiti-
macy rested on his approval by Parlia-
ment and his marriage to Princess Mary, 
James II’s daughter. These confusing dy-
nastic politics arose from the implacably 
violent contention in England between 
Protestants and Catholics. 

It’s hard for us to imagine the agony 
of the English people through the reigns 
of Henry VIII, his daughters, Queen 
Elizabeth I and Bloody Mary, James I, 
Charles I, the civil war and Glorious 
Revolution under Oliver Cromwell, and 
renewed turmoil under Charles II and 
James II. Catholic monarchs persecuted 
Protestants, and Protestant monarchs 
persecuted Catholics. Men and women 

were publicly drawn and quartered, 
beheaded, or burned alive. The religious 
affiliation that made a man safe in one 
monarch’s reign made him the prey and 
target of the next monarch. And if that 
were not enough, there was Parliament’s 
long and finally victorious struggle to 
wrest sovereignty from monarchs who 
claimed to rule by divine right. It was 
against this frightful background that 
John Locke lived his life and developed 
his ideas.

Is it any wonder, then, that Locke 
became an advocate of wide religious 
tolerance, and sought to free the church-
es from manipulation by the state? That 
he embraced Arminian Holland, where 
Christians of various sects lived in peace 
with one another instead of constantly 
trying to exterminate each other? That 
he feared the exercise of raw political 
power, and sought for a way to establish 
a commonwealth by rule of law, and by 
individual rights and liberties conferred 
by God and not alienable to any worldly 
power?

To understand Locke’s thought may 
be as simple as imagining the political 
circumstances under which he lived 
most of his life, and then imagining 
their opposite.

But if Locke were really a Christian, 
one might ask, and true to his Puritan 
heritage, why did he even bother with 
extra-Biblical (or para-Biblical) concepts 
like “the Law of Nature”? Swanson puts 
the question plainly: “Why not rely ex-
clusively on Biblical law?” (p. 344) After 
all, many of the first Puritan settlers in 
America tried to do just that.

She answers:

It would seem that the reason Locke 
relied heavily on the Law of Nature and 
natural rights in his political writing 
was, quite simply, because he had seen 
the often misguided efforts of the mem-
bers of Parliament after the execution 
of Charles I during the period known 
as “the Interregnum.” Right before his 

eyes Locke saw the sad results of parlia-
mentary debates between contending 
religious groups, each claiming to have 
the “right” interpretation of Biblical law 
but often citing it outside the Biblical 
context. (p. 344–345)

Locke knew from English and 
European history, some of it during his 
own lifetime, how savage Christians can 
be toward one another. Which sect does 
not believe it has the right understand-
ing of the Bible, and all of the others are 
wrong? How easy is it to ignite sectarian 
violence? Locke feared the consequences 
of allowing the state, and power politi-
cians, to interpret God’s Word authori-
tatively. Nor did he have any confidence 
in churchmen to wield political power 
without becoming tyrants.

As early as 1669 (he died in 1723), 
when he was helping to draft “The 
Fundamental Constitutions of Caro-
lina,” Locke put his stamp on the articles 
pertaining to religion. After disqualifying 
from citizenship persons who refused 
to believe in God, Locke wrote: “[A]ny 
seven or more persons, agreeing in any 
religion, shall constitute a church or 
profession” (p. 30). This was far ahead 
of its time! Over Locke’s objections, the 
Carolina colony’s proprietors added a 
provision to recognize the Church of 
England as “the only true and orthodox” 
church, and to support it with public 
funds. Locke’s vision of religious free-
dom, protected from interference by the 
state, would not be realized in the world 
until the adoption of the First Amend-
ment of the Constitution of the United 
States.

Do We Still Need Locke?
Speaking for myself, I find Ms. 

Swanson’s book reasonably answers 
modern Christians’ misgivings about 
Locke, and certainly explains how he 
came to believe as he did. The biograph-
ical information will be new to most 
readers.
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fourteenth-century votive stone found 
on the pilgrimage path to Jebel al-Lawz, 
which is probably the oldest artifact that 
will ever be found bearing the name 
of God, YHWH. We will look at an 
in-depth analysis of the cattle worship 
motifs and outline some of the amaz-
ing historical evidence of the “writing 
of God” and how it shaped Western 
civilization.

Miles R. Jones (Ph.D. in Foreign Languages, 
UT Austin, 1985) is an internationally 
renowned expert in accelerated learning 
and linguistics who provides programs 
for homeschoolers. He was called from 
teaching CEOs and top executives in 
Europe, the Middle East, the U.S., and 
Mexico to teaching in inner-city schools 
for six years in Dallas, Texas prior to 
becoming an education professor at Texas 
A & M. His previous work as a director of 
university English programs in the United 
Arab Emirates (and as a U.S. government 
specialist in Yemen training military officers) 
allowed him to pursue his research on the 
alphabet in the field and its relationship to 
the Exodus. His work is the culmination 
of decades of professional research and 
expertise on the origin of the alphabet. Dr. 
Jones hosts an online talk show entitled 
“The Call from Sinai.” Broadcasts can 
be accessed at christianfreedomnetwork.
com. For more information on his book 
The Writing of God, or to order, go to 
writingofgod.com. Dr. Jones can be 
contacted at jonesgeniuses.com.

Resources:

1. Al-Ansary, Adbul-Rahman and Majeed 
Khan, et al., Al-Bid History and Archaeol-
ogy, Saudi Arabia Ministries of Education, 
Antiquities & Museums, 2002.

2. Jim and Penny Caldwell, God of the 
Mountain (Alachua, FL:  Bridge Logos 
Publisher, 2008).

3. Miles Jones, The Writing of God (Dallas, 
TX: Johnson Publishers, 2010). Available at 
writingofgod.com.

All photos reprinted by permission from 
Jim and Peggy Caldwell and the Split Rock 
Foundation.

Jones … Stones cont. from page 11

Convincingly, she shows the Dec-
laration of Independence to be a very 
Lockean document, with some passages 
matching Locke’s writings almost verba-
tim. Its signers, our country’s founders, 
were intimately familiar with Locke’s 
essays, which enjoyed a great reputation 
in eighteenth-century America. This can 
hardly be disputed.

Today, Ms. Swanson concludes, 
America could use a refresher course 
in Locke. A rogues’ gallery of human-
ist, statist judges has led us toward a 
“living Constitution” whose ever-fluid 
“meaning” means no meaning at all (p. 
328). We are threatened by schemes to 
establish international law and world 
government to the detriment of our 
constitutionally-enumerated rights (p. 
332), and by federal judges who dabble 
in social engineering (pp. 350–355). 
These developments are wide departures 
from our country’s Lockean tradition, 
and our founders would be appalled and 
enraged by them.

It’s hardly an exaggeration to say 
that events today move faster than one 
can analyze and write about them. 
Ms. Swanson didn’t live long enough 
to write about Obamacare and the 
Health and Human Services “mandate” 
ordering religious organizations to fund 
abortions, the abuses of “human rights” 
commissions in various states, execu-
tive orders empowering the president to 
usurp the powers of the legislature … 
It’s a fallen world that keeps on falling.

John Locke understood that, and 
did his level best to cope with it.

Lee Duigon is a Christian free-lance writer 
and contributing editor for Faith for All 
of Life. He has been a newspaper editor 
and reporter and is the author of the Bell 
Mountain Series of novels.

1. R. J. Rushdoony, Politics of Guilt and Pity 
(Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, [1979] 
1995), 313–314.

2. Ibid., 315.

3. http://jim.com/2ndtreat.htm#2CHAP
4. R. J. Rushdoony, Revolt Against Maturity 
(Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, [1977] 
1987), 124. 
5. Ibid.
6. Revolt Against Maturity, 125.

in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts; and will be their God, and they 
shall be my people” (Jer. 31:33).

At the turn of the millennium the 
Saudis became concerned at all the pub-
licity about the real Mount Sinai being 
located in their territory. They do not 
want the hot potato of being guardian 
of the oldest shrine of both Judaism and 
Christianity. They quickly sent a team 
of archaeologists to disprove the notion 
Jabel al-Lawz was Mount Sinai. This ill-
conceived study, entitled Al-Bid History 
and Archaeology and published in 2002, 
was to have unforeseen consequences. 
Before the Saudi survey of Jabel al-Lawz, 
much of our evidence would be consid-
ered unprovenanced data, which is to say, 
not authenticated by discovery through 
an accepted academic process. The aca-
demic professionals who did the Al-Bid 
survey have provenanced key parts of our 
documentation by publishing photo-
graphs of the evidence that match those 
in the Caldwells’ archives. This now 
makes the evidence for the writing of 
God harder to ignore. The possibility of 
mistake or fraud is essentially eliminated 
since key documentation is duplicated 
in the Al-Bid survey. The Saudi survey 
included pictures not previously avail-
able that confirm many of the historical 
and archaeological claims made in this 
article. For example, the Al-Bid survey 
documented that there are 155 Thamu-
dic inscriptions around Jebel al-Lawz. 

We will examine the evidence of the 
Al-Bid History and Archaeology survey 
in detail in the next installment. We 
will also investigate the Moses stone, a 
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Maggie and his three children.

1. R. J. Rushdoony, Systematic Theology, Vol. 
2 (Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, 1994), 
787.
2. Idem.
3. Fustel de Coulanges, The Ancient City, 
Second Book, “Family,” Ch. II. See http://
socserv.mcmaster.ca/econ/ugcm/3ll3/fustel/
AncientCity.pdf
4. R. J. Rushdoony, Institutes of Biblical 
Law, Vol. 1 (n. p:The Presbyterian and Re-
formed Publishing Company, 1973), 352.
5. That’s why those today who insist that 
the wife has authority by delegation instead 
of by default, are in fact looking at modern 
wives as concubines. A wife rules the house 
by the very nature of her covenantal posi-
tion, not by delegation from her husband.
6. Gary North explains why the law of 
God had provisions for concubinage: Gary 
North, Tools of Dominion, ch. 6, “Wives and 
Concubines.” See http://www.garynorth.
com/freebooks/docs/pdf/tools_of_domin-
ion.pdf
*Editor’s note: R. J. Rushdoony held the 
invalidation law of Numbers 30 (which 
explicitly applies to oaths concerning 
voluntary gifts to God driven by godly zeal 
that might harm household finances) to be 
the sole exception to the standing validity 
of a woman’s decisions. This law does not 
bestow upon men a general grant of veto 
power over all the woman does. (In other 
words, the law as written does not provide 
the basis for an argumentum a minore ad 
maius, from the lesser to the greater, but 
only an exception to a general rule.) In this 
light, Marinov’s argument gains additional 
weight.

new culture, grounded in a new faith, 
restores that will to live even under very 
adverse circumstances.6

Rushdoony’s optimism is not 
ill-founded. As Christians continue to 
have large families and concentrate their 
efforts on establishing a realistic ap-
proach to transmitting the faith to their 
children, we will see strongholds being 

pulled down and the vain imaginations 
of those who hate the Lord cast aside (2 
Cor. 10:4). Now that is a formula for 
success!

Andrea Schwartz is the Chalcedon 
Foundation’s active proponent of Christian 
education and matters relating to the family. 
She’s the author of five books dealing with 
homeschooling and the family. Her latest 
book is Woman of the House. She oversees 
the Chalcedon Teacher Training Institute 
(www.ctti.org) and continues to mentor, 
lecture, and teach. Visit her website www.
WordsFromAndrea.com. She lives in San 
Jose with her husband of 37 years. She can 
be reached by email at lessons.learned@
yahoo.com.

1. For example: by learning to live within 
the means of the husband’s income, the 
wife prepares herself to not have to be in 
the workplace and remain the mainstay in 
the rearing of her children. This will put the 
family on a better footing.
2. R. J. Rushdoony, The One and the Many 
(Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, [1971] 
2007), 2.
3. Depending on the age of the mother, she 
also may be in the midst of peri-menopause, 
the years preceding menopause. If she has 
not given ample attention to her health and 
well-being, an adrenal-depleted mother can 
have additional pressures when her older 
children are spreading their wings. This is 
another good reason for mothers to delegate, 
delegate, delegate when it comes to running 
their households. The Proverbs 31 woman is 
not a slave, but an efficient, godly manager 
who “looks well to the ways of her house-
hold,” without being its slave.
4. See my book The Biblical Trustee Family 
(Vallecito, CA: Chalcedon/Ross House 
Books, 2010) and various articles by R. J. 
Rushdoony on the subject. Go to www.
chalcedon.edu and do a search on “trustee 
family.”
5. R. J. Rushdoony, The One and the Many, 
249.
6. Ibid. 389–90.

Marinov … Eschatology cont. from page 18

Schwartz… Challenges cont. from page 21

Don’t they still exist in this world? They 
do. There are pockets of disorder in 
every household, and even the perfect 
woman has to work hard to bring order 
to it. So the church brings her Hus-
band’s rule to every corner of his prop-
erty, that is, to every area of life, and in 
the process of history, through the Spirit 
and the Word, destroys the pockets of 
disorder, sin, and curse. The church, as 
the Body of Christ, exercises the power 
of Christ over His world. She is a wife. 
And the postmillennial optimism comes 
not from deciphering of obscure events 
in Revelation, but of the faith that as a 
good wife, the church will eventually be 
able to finish her job. She may not be 
very beautiful when she finishes it, but 
she will get the fruit of her hands, and 
her works will praise her in the gates 
(Prov. 31:31).

Therefore, our theological discourse 
in the realm of eschatology must be 
redirected from the present minor, 
insignificant issues, to the important, 
large, covenantal issue: What do we 
believe about the covenantal status of 
the church in this age? Christians must 
stop busying themselves with ques-
tions of years and times and events and 
mythologies. The question of eschatol-
ogy should be: “What is the relation 
of the church to Christ: a concubine, 
a girlfriend, or a wife?” This is the 
true, Biblical, valid foundation for our 
eschatology, and for all eschatological 
discourse.

A Reformed missionary to his native 
Bulgaria for over 10 years, Bojidar 
preaches and teaches the doctrines of the 
Reformation and a comprehensive Biblical 
worldview. He and his team have translated 
over 30,000 pages of Christian literature 
about the application of the Law of God 
in every area of man’s life and society, and 
published those translations online for free. 
He currently lives in Houston with his wife 



	 Summer Sale... Save 10% on all orders plus free standard shipping (domestic) thru July 31, 2013 • www.ChalcedonStore.com	 27

Biblical Law

The Institute of Biblical Law (In three volumes, by R. J. Rushdoony) Volume I
Biblical Law is a plan for dominion under God, whereas its rejection is to 
claim dominion on man’s terms. The general principles (commandments) 
of the law are discussed as well as their specific applications (case law) in 
Scripture. Many consider this to be the author’s most important work.

Hardback, 890 pages, indices, $50.00

Or, buy Vol’s 1 and 2 and receive Vol. 3 FREE!
All 3 for only $80.00 (A savings of $30 off the $110.00 

retail price)

Volume II, Law and Society
The relationship of Biblical Law to communion and community, the 
sociology of the Sabbath, the family and inheritance, and much more are 
covered in the second volume. Contains an appendix by Herbert Titus.

Hardback, 752 pages, indices, $35.00

Volume III, The Intent of the Law
After summarizing the case laws, the author illustrates how the law is for our 
good, and makes clear the difference between the sacrificial laws and those 
that apply today.

Hardback, 252 pages, indices, $25.00

The Institutes of Biblical Law Vol. 1 (La Institución de la Ley Bíblica, Tomo 1)
Spanish version. Great for reaching the Spanish-speaking community.

Hardback, 912 pages, indices, $40.00

Ten Commandments for Today (DVD)
This 12-part DVD collection contains an in-depth 
interview with the late Dr. R. J. Rushdoony on the 
application of God’s law to our modern world. Each 
commandment is covered in detail as Dr. Rushdoony 
challenges the humanistic remedies that have obviously 
failed. Only through God’s revealed will, as laid down in 

the Bible, can the standard for righteous living be found. Rushdoony silences 
the critics of Christianity by outlining the rewards of obedience as well as 
the consequences of disobedience to God’s Word. Includes 12 segments: an 
introduction, one segment on each commandment, and a conclusion.

2 DVDs, $30.00

Law and Liberty
By R. J. Rushdoony. This work examines various areas of life 
from a Biblical perspective. Every area of life must be brought 
under the dominion of Christ and the government of God’s 
Word.

Paperback, 212 pages, $9.00

In Your Justice
By Edward J. Murphy. The implications of God’s law over the 
life of man and society.

Booklet, 36 pages, $2.00

The World Under God’s Law
A tape series by R. J. Rushdoony. Five areas of life are considered in the light 
of Biblical Law- the home, the church, government, economics, and the 
school.

5 cassette tapes, RR418ST-5, $15.00

Faith and Obedience: An Introduction to Biblical Law
R. J. Rushdoony reveals that to be born again means that 
where you were once governed by your own word and 
spirit, you are now totally governed by God’s Word and 
Spirit. This is because every word of God is a binding 
word. Our money, our calling, our family, our sexuality, 
our political life, our economics, our sciences, our art, 
and all things else must be subject to God’s Word and 

requirements. Taken from the introduction in The Institutes of Biblical Law 
(foreword by Mark Rushdoony). Great for sharing with others.

Paperback, 31 pages, index, $3.00
*Buy Pack of 50 “Faith and Obedience” for only $45.00 (Retails $150.00)

Education

The Philosophy of the Christian Curriculum
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian School represents 
a break with humanistic education, but, too often, the 
Christian educator carries the state’s humanism with him. 
A curriculum is not neutral: it’s either a course in 
humanism or training in a God-centered faith and life.

Paperback, 190 pages, index, $16.00

The Harsh Truth about Public Schools
By Bruce Shortt. This book combines a sound Biblical 
basis, rigorous research, straightforward, easily read 
language, and eminently sound reasoning. It is a 
thoroughly documented description of the inescapably 
anti-Christian thrust of any governmental school system 
and the inevitable results: moral relativism (no fixed 
standards), academic dumbing down, far-left programs, 

near absence of discipline, and the persistent but pitiable rationalizations 
offered by government education professionals.

Paperback, 464 pages, $22.00

Intellectual Schizophrenia
By R. J. Rushdoony. Dr. Rushdoony predicted that the 
humanist system, based on anti-Christian premises of 
the Enlightenment, could only get worse. He knew that 
education divorced from God and from all transcendental 
standards would produce the educational disaster and 
moral barbarism we have today.

Paperback, 150 pages, index, $17.00

The Messianic Character of American Education
By R. J. Rushdoony. From Mann to the present, the state 
has used education to socialize the child. The school’s basic 
purpose, according to its own philosophers, is not education 
in the traditional sense of the 3 R’s. Instead, it is to promote 
“democracy” and “equality,” not in their legal or civic sense, 
but in terms of the engineering of a socialized citizenry. Such 
men saw themselves and the school in messianic terms. This 

book was instrumental in launching the Christian school and homeschool 
movements.

Hardback, 410 pages, index, $20.00

Chalcedon Catalog
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Mathematics: Is God Silent?
By James Nickel. This book revolutionizes the prevailing 
understanding and teaching of math. It will serve as a 
solid refutation for the claim, often made in court, that 
mathematics is one subject which cannot be taught from a 
distinctively Biblical perspective.

Revised and enlarged 2001 edition, Paperback, 408 pages, $24.00

The Foundations of Christian Scholarship 
Edited by Gary North. These are essays developing the 
implications and meaning of the philosophy of Dr. 
Cornelius Van Til for every area of life. The chapters explore 
the implications of Biblical faith for a variety of disciplines.

Paperback, 355 pages, indices, $24.00

The Victims of Dick and Jane
By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. America’s most effective critic 
of public education shows us how America’s public schools 
were remade by educators who used curriculum to create 
citizens suitable for their own vision of a utopian socialist 
society. This collection of essays will show you how and 
why America’s public education declined.

Paperback, 266 pages, index, $22.00

Revolution via Education
By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. Blumenfeld gets to the root of 
our crisis: our spiritual state and the need for an explicitly 
Christian form of education. Blumenfeld leaves nothing 
uncovered. He examines the men, methods, and means to 
the socialist project to transform America into an outright 
tyranny by scientific controllers.

Paperback, 189 pages, index, $20.00

Lessons Learned From Years of Homeschooling
By Andrea Schwartz. After nearly a quarter century of 
homeschooling her children, Andrea experienced both the 
accomplishments and challenges that come with being a 
homeschooling mom. Discover the potential rewards of 
making the world your classroom and God’s Word the 
foundation of everything you teach.

Paperback, 107 pages, index, $14.00

The Homeschool Life: Discovering God’s Way 
to Family-Based Education
By Andrea Schwartz. This book offers sage advice 
concerning key aspects of homeschooling and gives 
practical insights for parents as they seek to provide a 
Christian education for their children.

Paperback, 143 pages, index, $17.00

Teach Me While My Heart Is Tender: Read Aloud Stories of 
Repentance and Forgiveness
Andrea Schwartz compiled three stories drawn from her 
family-life experiences to help parents teach children how 
the faith applies to every area of life. They confront the 
ugly reality of sin, the beauty of godly repentance, and the 
necessity of forgiveness. The stories are meant to be read 
by parents and children together. The interactions and 

discussions that will follow serve to draw families closer together.

Paperback, 61 pages, index, $10.00

Alpha-Phonics: A Primer for Beginning Readers
By Sam Blumenfeld. Provides parents, teachers and tutors 
with a sensible, logical, easy-to-use system for teaching 
reading. The Workbook teaches our alphabetic system 
- with its 26 letters and 44 sounds - in the following 
sequence: First, the alphabet, then the short vowels and 
consonants, the consonant digraphs, followed by the 

consonant blends, and finally the long vowels in their variety of spellings and 
our other vowels. It can also be used as a supplement to any other reading 
program being used in the classroom. Its systematic approach to teaching 
basic phonetic skills makes it particularly valuable to programs that lack such 
instruction.

Spiralbound, 180 pages, $25.00

American History & the Constitution

This Independent Republic
By R. J. Rushdoony. Important insight into American 
history by one who could trace American development 
in terms of the Christian ideas which gave it direction. 
These essays will greatly alter your understanding of, and 
appreciation for, American history. 

Paperback, 163 pages, index, $17.00

The Nature of the American System
By R. J. Rushdoony. Originally published in 1965, these 
essays were a continuation of the author’s previous work, 
This Independent Republic, and examine the interpretations 
and concepts which have attempted to remake and rewrite 
America’s past and present.

Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

The Influence of Historic Christianity on Early America
By Archie P. Jones. Early America was founded upon the 
deep, extensive influence of Christianity inherited from 
the medieval period and the Protestant Reformation. That 
priceless heritage was not limited to the narrow confines 
of the personal life of the individual, nor to ecclesiastical 
structure. Christianity positively and predominately 
(though not perfectly) shaped culture, education, science, 

literature, legal thought, legal education, political thought, law, politics, 
charity, and missions.

Booklet, 88 pages, $6.00

Biblical Faith and American History
By R. J. Rushdoony. America was a break with the 
neoplatonic view of religion that dominated the medieval 
church. The Puritans and other groups saw Scripture as 
guidance for every area of life because they viewed its 
author as the infallible Sovereign over every area.

Pamplet, 12 pages, $1.00

The United States: A Christian Republic
By R. J. Rushdoony. The author demolishes the modern 
myth that the United States was founded by deists or 
humanists bent on creating a secular republic.

Pamplet, 7 pages, $1.00
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The Future of the Conservative Movement
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. The Future of the Conservative 
Movement explores the history, accomplishments 
and decline of the conservative movement, and 
lays the foundation for a viable substitute to today’s 
compromising, floundering conservatism. 

Booklet, 67 pages, $6.00

The Late Great GOP and the Coming Realignment
By Colonel V. Doner. For more than three decades, most 
Christian conservatives in the United States have hitched 
their political wagon to the plodding elephant of the 
Republican Party. This work is a call to arms for those 
weary of political vacillation and committed more firmly 
than ever to the necessity of a truly Christian social order.

Booklet, 75 pages, $6.00

American History to 1865 - NOW ON CD!
By R. J. Rushdoony. The most theologically complete 
assessment of early American history available—ideal 
for students. Rushdoony describes not just the facts 
of history, but the leading motives and movements in 
terms of the thinking of the day. Set includes 36 audio 
CDs, teacher’s guide, student’s guide, plus a bonus CD 
featuring PDF copies of each guide for further use.

Disc 1	 Motives of Discovery & Exploration I
Disc 2	 Motives of Discovery & Exploration II
Disc 3	 Mercantilism
Disc 4	 Feudalism, Monarchy & Colonies/ The Fairfax Resolves 1-8
Disc 5	 The Fairfax Resolves 9-24
Disc 6	 The Declaration of Independence & Articles of Confederation
Disc 7	 George Washington: A Biographical Sketch
Disc 8	 The U. S. Constitution, I
Disc 9	 The U. S. Constitution, II
Disc 10	 De Toqueville on Inheritance & Society
Disc 11	 Voluntary Associations & the Tithe
Disc 12	 Eschatology & History
Disc 13	 Postmillennialism & the War of Independence
Disc 14	 The Tyranny of the Majority
Disc 15	 De Toqueville on Race Relations in America
Disc 16	 The Federalist Administrations
Disc 17	 The Voluntary Church, I
Disc 18	 The Voluntary Church, II
Disc 19	 The Jefferson Administration, the Tripolitan War & the War of 1812
Disc 20	 The Voluntary Church on the Frontier, I
Disc 21	 Religious Voluntarism & the Voluntary Church on the Frontier, II
Disc 22	 The Monroe & Polk Doctrines
Disc 23	 Voluntarism & Social Reform
Disc 24	 Voluntarism & Politics
Disc 25	 Chief Justice John Marshall: Problems of Political Voluntarism
Disc 26	 Andrew Jackson: His Monetary Policy
Disc 27	 The Mexican War of 1846 / Calhoun’s Disquisition
Disc 28	 De Toqueville on Democratic Culture
Disc 29	 De Toqueville on Individualism
Disc 30	 Manifest Destiny
Disc 31	 The Coming of the Civil War
Disc 32	 De Toqueville on the Family/ 
	 Aristocratic vs. Individualistic Cultures
Disc 33	 De Toqueville on Democracy & Power
Disc 34	 The Interpretation of History, I
Disc 35	 The Interpretation of History, II
Disc 36	The American Indian (Bonus Disc)
Disc 37	Documents: Teacher/Student Guides, Transcripts

37 discs in album, Set of “American History to 1865”, $140.00

World History

Re-Release on CD! … A Christian Survey 
of World History - By R. J. Rushdoony
Includes 12 audio CDs, full text supporting the 
lectures, review questions, discussion questions, 
and an answer key.

The purpose of a study of history is to shape the 
future. Too much of history teaching centers 
upon events, persons, or ideas as facts but does 
not recognize God’s providential hand in judging 

humanistic man in order to build His Kingdom. History is God-ordained 
and presents the great battle between the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom 
of Man. History is full of purpose—each Kingdom has its own goal for the 
end of history, and those goals are in constant conflict. A Christian Survey of 
World History can be used as a stand-alone curriculum, or as a supplement 
to a study of world history.

Disc 1	 Time and History: Why History is Important
Disc 2	 Israel, Egypt, and the Ancient Near East
Disc 3	 Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece and Jesus Christ
Disc 4	 The Roman Republic
Disc 5	 The Early Church & Byzantium
Disc 6	 Islam & The Frontier Age
Disc 7	 New Humanism or Medieval Period
Disc 8	 The Reformation
Disc 9	 Wars of Religion – So Called & The Thirty Years War
Disc 10	 France: Louis XIV through Napoleon
Disc 11	 England: The Puritans through Queen Victoria
Disc 12	 20th Century: The Intellectual – Scientific Elite

12 CDs, full text, review and discussion questions, $90.00

The Biblical Philosophy of History
By R. J. Rushdoony. For the orthodox Christian who 
grounds his philosophy of history on the doctrine of 
creation, the mainspring of history is God. Time rests 
on the foundation of eternity, on the eternal decree of 
God. Time and history therefore have meaning because 
they were created in terms of God’s perfect and totally 
comprehensive plan. The humanist faces a meaningless 
world in which he must strive to create and establish 

meaning. The Christian accepts a world which is totally meaningful and in 
which every event moves in terms of God’s purpose.

Paperback, 138 pages, $22.00

James I: The Fool as King
By Otto Scott. In this study, Otto Scott writes about one 
of the “holy” fools of humanism who worked against the 
faith from within. This is a major historical work and 
marvelous reading.

Hardback, 472 pages, $20.00
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Church History

The “Atheism” of the Early Church
By R. J. Rushdoony. Early Christians were called 
“heretics” and “atheists” when they denied the gods of 
Rome, in particular the divinity of the emperor and 
the statism he embodied in his personality cult. These 
Christians knew that Jesus Christ, not the state, was 
their Lord and that this faith required a different kind of 
relationship to the state than the state demanded. 

Paperback, 64 pages, $12.00

The Foundations of Social Order: Studies in the Creeds 
and Councils of the Early Church
By R. J. Rushdoony. Every social order rests on a creed, 
on a concept of life and law, and represents a religion in 
action. The basic faith of a society means growth in terms 
of that faith. The life of a society is its creed; a dying 
creed faces desertion or subversion readily. Because of its 
indifference to its creedal basis in Biblical Christianity, 

western civilization is today facing death and is in a life and death struggle 
with humanism.

Paperback, 197 pages, index, $16.00

The Relevance of the Reformed Faith 
(Conference CD Set)
The 2007 Chalcedon Foundation Fall 
Conference. If the Church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is to bring transformation to this world, 
it must return without compromise to the tenets 
of the Reformed faith. The man-centered gospel 

of the modern church is wreaking havoc on Christian civilization as we are 
witnessing the fallout of revivalism, individualism, pietism, and retreatism. 
Only the God-centered theology of the Reformation applied to every area of 
life can supply the resources necessary for building Christian civilization.

Disc One: An Introduction to Biblical Law - Mark Rushdoony
Disc Two: The Great Commission - Dr. Joe Morecraft
Disc Three: Cromwell Done Right! - Dr. Joe Morecraft
Disc Four: The Power of Applied Calvinism - Martin Selbrede
Disc Five: The Powerlessness of Pietism - Martin Selbrede
Disc Six: Thy Commandment is Exceedingly Broad - Martin Selbrede
Disc Seven: Dualistic Spirituality vs. Obedience - Mark Rushdoony 

7 CDs, $56.00

Philosophy

The Death of Meaning
By R. J. Rushdoony. Modern philosophy has sought 
to explain man and his thought process without 
acknowledging God, His revelation, or man’s sin. 
Philosophers who rebel against God are compelled to 
abandon meaning itself, for they possess neither the 
tools nor the place to anchor it. The works of darkness 
championed by philosophers past and present need to be 

exposed and reproved. In this volume, Dr. Rushdoony clearly enunciates 
each major philosopher’s position and its implications, identifies the 
intellectual and moral consequences of each school of thought, and traces 
the dead-end to which each naturally leads.

Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

The Word of Flux: Modern Man and the Problem of 
Knowledge
By R. J. Rushdoony. Modern man has a problem with 
knowledge. He cannot accept God’s Word about the 
world or anything else, so anything which points to God 
must be called into question. This book will lead the 
reader to understand that this problem of knowledge 
underlies the isolation and self-torment of modern man. 

Can you know anything if you reject God and His revelation? This book 
takes the reader into the heart of modern man’s intellectual dilemma.

Paperback, 127 pages, indices, $19.00

To Be As God: A Study of Modern Thought Since the Marquis 
De Sade
By R. J. Rushdoony. This monumental work is a series 
of essays on the influential thinkers and ideas in modern 
times such as Marquis De Sade, Shelley, Byron, Marx, 
Whitman, and Nietzsche. Reading this book will help you 
understand the need to avoid the syncretistic blending of 
humanistic philosophy with the Christian faith.

Paperback, 230 pages, indices, $21.00

By What Standard?
By R. J. Rushdoony. An introduction into the problems 
of Christian philosophy. It focuses on the philosophical 
system of Dr. Cornelius Van Til, which in turn is founded 
upon the presuppositions of an infallible revelation in 
the Bible and the necessity of Christian theology for all 
philosophy. This is Rushdoony’s foundational work on 
philosophy.

Hardback, 212 pages, index, $14.00

The One and the Many: 
Studies in the Philosophy of Order and Ultimacy
By R. J. Rushdoony. This work discusses the problem 
of understanding unity vs. particularity, oneness vs. 
individuality. “Whether recognized or not, every argument 
and every theological, philosophical, political, or any other 
exposition is based on a presupposition about man, God, 
and society—about reality. This presupposition rules and 

determines the conclusion; the effect is the result of a cause. And one such 
basic presupposition is with reference to the one and the many.” The author 
finds the answer in the Biblical doctrine of the Trinity.

Paperback, 375 pages, index, $26.00

The Flight from Humanity: A Study of the Effect of 
Neoplatonism on Christianity
By R. J. Rushdoony. Neoplatonism presents man’s 
dilemma as a metaphysical one, whereas Scripture presents 
it as a moral problem. Basing Christianity on this false 
Neoplatonic idea will always shift the faith from the 
Biblical perspective. The ascetic quest sought to take 
refuge from sins of the flesh but failed to address the 

reality of sins of the heart and mind. In the name of humility, the ascetics 
manifested arrogance and pride. This pagan idea of spirituality entered the 
church and is the basis of some chronic problems in Western civilization.

Paperback, 84 pages, $13.00
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Psychology
Politics of Guilt and Pity
By R. J. Rushdoony. From the foreword by Steve Schlissel: 
“Rushdoony sounds the clarion call of liberty for all who 
remain oppressed by Christian leaders who wrongfully 
lord it over the souls of God’s righteous ones.… I pray that 
the entire book will not only instruct you in the method 
and content of a Biblical worldview, but actually bring you 
further into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

Those who walk in wisdom’s ways become immune to the politics of guilt 
and pity.”

Hardback, 371 pages, index, $20.00

Revolt Against Maturity
By. R. J. Rushdoony. The Biblical doctrine of psychology is 
a branch of theology dealing with man as a fallen creature 
marked by a revolt against maturity. Man was created a 
mature being with a responsibility to dominion and cannot 
be understood from the Freudian child, nor the Darwinian 
standpoint of a long biological history. Man’s history 
is a short one filled with responsibility to God. Man’s 

psychological problems are therefore a resistance to responsibility, i.e. a revolt 
against maturity.

Hardback, 334 pages, index, $18.00

Freud
By R. J. Rushdoony. For years this compact examination 
of Freud has been out of print. And although both Freud 
and Rushdoony have passed on, their ideas are still very 
much in collision. Freud declared war upon guilt and 
sought to eradicate the primary source of Western guilt 
— Christianity.  Rushdoony shows conclusively the error 
of Freud’s thought and the disastrous consequences of his 

influence in society. 

Paperback, 74 pages, $13.00

The Cure of Souls: 
Recovering the Biblical Doctrine of Confession
By R. J. Rushdoony. In The Cure of Souls: Recovering 
the Biblical Doctrine of Confession, R. J. Rushdoony cuts 
through the misuse of Romanism and modern psychology 
to restore the doctrine of confession to a Biblical 
foundation—one that is covenantal and Calvinistic. 
Without a true restoration of Biblical confession, the 

Christian’s walk is impeded by the remains of sin. This volume is an effort in 
reversing this trend.

Hardback, 320 pages with index, $26.00

Science

The Mythology of Science
By R. J. Rushdoony. This book is about the religious 
nature of evolutionary thought, how these religious 
presuppositions underlie our modern intellectual paradigm, 
and how they are deferred to as sacrosanct by institutions 
and disciplines far removed from the empirical sciences. 
The “mythology” of modern science is its religious devotion 
to the myth of evolution.

Paperback, 134 pages, $17.00

Alive: An Enquiry into the Origin and Meaning of Life
By Dr. Magnus Verbrugge, M.D. This study is of major 
importance as a critique of scientific theory, evolution, 
and contemporary nihilism in scientific thought. Dr. 
Verbrugge, son-in-law of the late Dr. H. Dooyeweerd and 
head of the Dooyeweerd Foundation, applies the insights 
of Dooyeweerd’s thinking to the realm of science. Animism 
and humanism in scientific theory are brilliantly discussed.

Paperback, 159 pages, $14.00

Creation According to the Scriptures
Edited by P. Andrew Sandlin. Subtitled: A Presuppositional 
Defense of Literal Six-Day Creation, this symposium by 
thirteen authors is a direct frontal assault on all waffling 
views of Biblical creation. It explodes the “Framework 
Hypothesis,” so dear to the hearts of many respectability-
hungry Calvinists, and it throws down the gauntlet to all 
who believe they can maintain a consistent view of Biblical 

infallibility while abandoning literal, six-day creation.

Paperback, 159 pages, $18.00

Economics

Making Sense of Your Dollars: A Biblical Approach to Wealth
By Ian Hodge. The author puts the creation and use 
of wealth in their Biblical context. Debt has put the 
economies of nations and individuals in dangerous straits. 
This book discusses why a business is the best investment, 
as well as the issues of debt avoidance and insurance. 
Wealth is a tool for dominion men to use as faithful 
stewards.

Paperback, 192 pages, index, $12.00

Larceny in the Heart: The Economics of Satan and the 
Inflationary State
By R.J. Rushdoony. In this study, first published under 
the title Roots of Inflation, the reader sees why envy often 
causes the most successful and advanced members of 
society to be deemed criminals. The reader is shown how 
envious man finds any superiority in others intolerable 
and how this leads to a desire for a leveling. The author 
uncovers the larceny in the heart of man and its results.

Paperback, 144 pages, indices, $18.00

A Christian View of Vocation: The Glory of the Mundane
By Terry Applegate. To many Christians, business is 
a “dirty” occupation fit only for greedy, manipulative 
unbelievers. The author, a successful Christian 
businessman, explodes this myth in this hard-hitting title.

Pamplet, $1.00

Christianity and Capitalism
By R. J. Rushdoony. In a simple, straightforward style, 
the Christian case for capitalism is presented. Capital, in 
the form of individual and family property, is protected in 
Scripture and is necessary for liberty.

Pamplet, 8 page, $1.00
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Biblical Studies

Genesis, Volume I of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. In recent years, it has become 
commonplace for both humanists and churchmen to 
sneer at anyone who takes Genesis 1-11 as historical. Yet 
to believe in the myth of evolution is to accept trillions 
of miracles to account for our cosmos. Spontaneous 
generation, the development of something out of nothing, 
and the blind belief in the miraculous powers of chance, 

require tremendous faith. Theology without literal six-day creationism 
becomes alien to the God of Scripture because it turns from the God Who 
acts and Whose Word is the creative word and the word of power, to a belief 
in process as god.

Hardback, 297 pages, indices, $45.00

Exodus, Volume II of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. Essentially, all of mankind is on 
some sort of an exodus.  However, the path of fallen man 
is vastly different from that of the righteous.  Apart from 
Jesus Christ and His atoning work, the exodus of a fallen 
humanity means only a further descent from sin into 
death. But in Christ, the exodus is now a glorious ascent 
into the justice and dominion of the everlasting Kingdom 

of God. Therefore, if we are to better understand the gracious provisions 
made for us in the “promised land” of the New Covenant, a thorough 
examination into the historic path of Israel as described in the book of 
Exodus is essential. It is to this end that this volume was written.

Hardback, 554 pages, indices, $45.00

Sermons on Exodus - 128 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 CDs), $60.00 
Save by getting the book and 2 CDs together for only $95.00

Leviticus, Volume III of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. Much like the book of Proverbs, any 
emphasis upon the practical applications of God’s law is 
readily shunned in pursuit of more “spiritual” studies. 
Books like Leviticus are considered dull, overbearing, and 
irrelevant. But man was created in God’s image and is 
duty-bound to develop the implications of that image by 
obedience to God’s law.  The book of Leviticus contains 

over ninety references to the word holy. The purpose, therefore, of this third 
book of the Pentateuch is to demonstrate the legal foundation of holiness in 
the totality of our lives.

Hardback, 449 pages, indices, $45.00

Sermons on Leviticus - 79 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (1 CD), $40.00 
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $76.00

Numbers, Volume IV of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Lord desires a people who will 
embrace their responsibilities. The history of Israel in 
the wilderness is a sad narrative of a people with hearts 
hardened by complaint and rebellion to God’s ordained 
authorities. They were slaves, not an army. They would 
recognize the tyranny of Pharaoh but disregard the servant-
leadership of Moses. God would judge the generation He 

led out of captivity, while training a new generation to conquer Canaan. The 
book of Numbers reveals God’s dealings with both generations.

Hardback, index, 428 pages $45.00

Sermons on Numbers - 66 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (1 CD), $40.00 
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $76.00

Deuteronomy, Volume V of Commentaries on the 
Pentateuch
If you desire to understand the core of Rushdoony’s 
thinking, this commentary on Deuteronomy is one volume 
you must read. The covenantal structure of this last 
book of Moses, its detailed listing of both blessings and 
curses, and its strong presentation of godly theocracy 
provided Rushdoony with a solid foundation from which 

to summarize the central tenets of a truly Biblical worldview—one that is 
solidly established upon Biblical Law, and one that is assured to shape the 
future.

Hardback, index, 512 pages $45.00

Sermons on Deuteronomy - 110 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 CDs), $60.00 
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $95.00

Now you can purchase the complete 
set of five hardback volumes of the 

Pentateuch for $150.00 ($75 savings!)

Pentateuch CD Set (4 
Commentary CD Sets)
By R. J. Rushdoony. Rushdoony’s four CD 
Commentaries on the Pentateuch (Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) in one set.

$120... That’s 6 total MP3 CDs containing 383 sermons 
for $80 in savings!

Chariots of Prophetic Fire: Studies in Elijah and Elisha
By R. J. Rushdoony. As in the days of Elijah and Elisha, 
it is once again said to be a virtue to tolerate evil and 
condemn those who do not. This book will challenge you 
to resist compromise and the temptation of expediency. 
It will help you take a stand by faith for God’s truth in a 
culture of falsehoods.

Hardback, 163 pages, indices, $30.00

The Gospel of John
By R. J. Rushdoony. Nothing more clearly reveals the 
gospel than Christ’s atoning death and His resurrection. 
They tell us that Jesus Christ has destroyed the power 
of sin and death. John therefore deliberately limits the 
number of miracles he reports in order to point to and 
concentrate on our Lord’s death and resurrection. The 
Jesus of history is He who made atonement for us, died, 

and was resurrected. His life cannot be understood apart from this, nor can 
we know His history in any other light.

Hardback, 320 pages, indices, $26.00

Romans and Galatians
By R. J. Rushdoony. From the author’s introduction: 
“I do not disagree with the liberating power of the 
Reformation interpretation, but I believe that it provides 
simply the beginning of our understanding of Romans, 
not its conclusion.... The great problem in the church’s 
interpretation of Scripture has been its ecclesiastical 
orientation, as though God speaks only to the church, 

and commands only the church. The Lord God speaks in and through 
His Word to the whole man, to every man, and to every area of life and 
thought…. This is the purpose of my brief comments on Romans.”

Hardback, 446 pages, indices, $24.00
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Hebrews, James and Jude
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Book of Hebrews is a 
summons to serve Christ the Redeemer-King fully and 
faithfully, without compromise. When James, in his 
epistle, says that faith without works is dead, he tells 
us that faith is not a mere matter of words, but it is of 
necessity a matter of life. “Pure religion and undefiled” 
requires Christian charity and action. Anything short 

of this is a self-delusion. Jude similarly recalls us to Jesus Christ’s apostolic 
commission, “Remember ye the words which have been spoken before by 
the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 17). Jude’s letter reminds us of 
the necessity for a new creation beginning with us, and of the inescapable 
triumph of the Kingdom of God.

Hardback, 260 pages, $30.00

Sermon on the Mount
By R. J. Rushdoony. So much has been written about the 
Sermon on the Mount, but so little of the commentaries 
venture outside of the matters of the heart. The Beatitudes 
are reduced to the assumed meaning of their more popular 
portions, and much of that meaning limits our concerns 
to downplaying wealth, praying in secret, suppressing 
our worries, or simply reciting the Lord’s Prayer. The 

Beatitudes are the Kingdom commission to the new Israel of God, and R. 
J. Rushdoony elucidates this powerful thesis in a readable and engaging 
commentary on the world’s greatest sermon.

Hardback, 150 pages, $20.00

Sermon on the Mount CD Set (12 CDs), $96.00

Sermon on the Mount Book & CD Set (12 CDs), $99.00

Taking Dominion

Christianity and the State
By R. J. Rushdoony. This book develops the Biblical view 
of the state against the modern state’s humanism and 
its attempts to govern all spheres of life. It reads like a 
collection of essays on the Christian view of the state and 
the return of true Christian government. 

Hardback, 192 pages, indices, $18.00

Tithing and Dominion
By Edward A. Powell and R. J. Rushdoony. God’s 
Kingdom covers all things in its scope, and its immediate 
ministry includes, according to Scripture, the ministry 
of grace (the church), instruction (the Christian and 
homeschool), help to the needy (the diaconate), and many 
other things. God’s appointed means for financing His 
Kingdom activities is centrally the tithe. This work affirms 

that the Biblical requirement of tithing is a continuing aspect of God’s law-
word and cannot be neglected.

Hardback, 146 pages, index, $12.00

Salvation and Godly Rule
By R. J. Rushdoony. Salvation in Scripture includes in its 
meaning “health” and “victory.” By limiting the meaning 
of salvation, men have limited the power of God and the 
meaning of the Gospel. In this study R. J. Rushdoony 
demonstrates the expanse of the doctrine of salvation as it 
relates to the rule of the God and His people.

Paperback, 661 pages, indices, $35.00

Noble Savages: Exposing the Worldview of Pornographers 
and Their War Against Christian Civilization
By R. J. Rushdoony. In this powerful book Noble Savages 
(formerly The Politics of Pornography) Rushdoony 
demonstrates that in order for modern man to justify his 
perversion he must reject the Biblical doctrine of the fall of 
man. If there is no fall, the Marquis de Sade argued, then 
all that man does is normative. What is the problem? It’s 

the philosophy behind pornography — the rejection of the fall of man that 
makes normative all that man does. Learn it all in this timeless classic.

Paperback, 161 pages, $18.00

In His Service: The Christian Calling to Charity
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian faith once meant that 
a believer responded to a dark world by actively working 
to bring God’s grace and mercy to others, both by word 
and by deed. However, a modern, self-centered church has 
isolated the faith to a pietism that relinquishes charitable 
responsibility to the state. The end result has been the 
empowering of a humanistic world order. In this book, 

Rushdoony elucidates the Christian’s calling to charity and its implications 
for Godly dominion.

Hardback, 232 pages, $23.00

Roots of Reconstruction
By R. J. Rushdoony. This large volume provides all of 
Rushdoony’s Chalcedon Report articles from the beginning 
in 1965 to mid-1989. These articles were, with his 
books, responsible for the Christian Reconstruction and 
theonomy movements. More topics than could possibly be 
listed. Imagine having 24 years of Rushdoony’s personal 
research for just $20.

Hardback, 1124 pages, $20.00

A Comprehensive Faith
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. This is the surprise Festschrift 
presented to R. J. Rushdoony at his 80th birthday 
celebration in April, 1996. These essays are in gratitude 
to Rush’s influence and elucidate the importance of 
his theological and philosophical contributions in 
numerous fields. Contributors include Theodore Letis, 
Brian Abshire, Steve Schlissel, Joe Morecraft III, Jean-

Marc Berthoud, Byron Snapp, Samuel Blumenfeld, Christine and Thomas 
Schirrmacher, Herbert W. Titus, Ellsworth McIntyre, Howard Phillips, Ian 
Hodge, and many more. Also included is a foreword by John Frame and a 
brief biographical sketch of R. J. Rushdoony’s life by Mark Rushdoony.

Hardback, 244 pages, $23.00
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A Conquering Faith: Doctrinal Foundations for Christian 
Reformation
By William Einwechter. This monograph takes on 
the doctrinal defection of today’s church by providing 
Christians with an introductory treatment of six vital 
areas of Christian doctrine: God’s sovereignty, Christ’s 
Lordship, God’s law, the authority of Scripture, the 
dominion mandate, and the victory of Christ in history.

Paperback, 44 pages, $8.00

A Word in Season: Daily Messages 
on the Faith for All of Life 
(Multi-volume book series)
By R. J. Rushdoony. These daily 
messages on the faith for all of life are 
unlike any compilation of Christian 
“devotional” ever published. In these 
pages, you won’t find the overly 
introspective musings of a Christian 
pietist; what you’ll discover are the hard-
hitting convictions of a man whose sole 
commitment was faithfulness to God’s 
law-word and representing that binding 
Word to his readers.

The multi-volume series is taken from 
over 430 articles written by Rushdoony 

over the span of 25 years (1966-1991) for the California Farmer, an 
agricultural periodical that provided him a regular column entitled “The 
Pastor’s Pulpit.”

Volume One, Paperback, 152 pages, $12.00 
Volume Two, Paperback, 144 pages, $12.00 
Volume Three, Paperback, 134 pages, $12.00 
Volume Four, Paperback, 146 pages, $12.00

Theology

Systematic Theology (in two volumes)
By R. J. Rushdoony. Theology belongs in the 
pulpit, the school, the workplace, the family 
and everywhere. Society as a whole is weakened 
when theology is neglected. Without a systematic 
application of theology, too often people approach 
the Bible with a smorgasbord mentality, picking 
and choosing that which pleases them. This two-
volume set addresses this subject in order to assist 
in the application of the Word of God to every 
area of life and thought.

Hardback, 1301 pages, indices, $70.00

The Necessity for Systematic Theology
By R. J. Rushdoony.  Scripture gives us as its underlying 
unity a unified doctrine of God and His order. Theology 
must be systematic to be true to the God of Scripture. 
Booklet now part of the author’s Systematic Theology.

Booklet, 74 pages, $2.00

Infallibility and Interpretation
By R. J. Rushdoony & P. Andrew Sandlin. The authors 
argue for infallibility from a distinctly presuppositional 
perspective. That is, their arguments are unapologetically 
circular because they believe all ultimate claims are based 
on one’s beginning assumptions. The question of Biblical 
infallibility rests ultimately in one’s belief about the 
character of God. 

Paperback, 100 pages, $6.00

Infallibility: An Inescapable Concept
By R. J. Rushdoony. “The doctrine of the infallibility of 
Scripture can be denied, but the concept of infallibility 
as such cannot be logically denied. Infallibility is an 
inescapable concept. If men refuse to ascribe infallibility 
to Scripture, it is because the concept has been 
transferred to something else. The word infallibility 
is not normally used in these transfers; the concept 

is disguised and veiled, but in a variety of ways, infallibility is ascribed to 
concepts, things, men and institutions.” Booklet now part of the author’s 
Systematic Theology.

Booklet, 69 pages, $2.00

Predestination in Light of the Cross
By John B. King, Jr.  The author defends the predestination 
of Martin Luther while providing a compellingly systematic 
theological understanding of predestination. This book will 
give the reader a fuller understanding of the sovereignty of 
God.

Paperback, 314 pages, $24.00

Sovereignty
By R. J. Rushdoony. The doctrine of sovereignty is a crucial 
one. By focusing on the implications of God’s sovereignty 
over all things, in conjunction with the law-word of God, 
the Christian will be better equipped to engage each and 
every area of life. Since we are called to live in this world, 
we must bring to bear the will of our Sovereign Lord in all 
things.

Hardback, 519 pages, $40.00

The Church Is Israel Now
By Charles D. Provan. For the last century, Christians have 
been told that God has an unconditional love for persons 
racially descended from Abraham. Membership in Israel is 
said to be a matter of race, not faith. This book repudiates 
such a racialist viewpoint and abounds in Scripture 
references which show that the blessings of Israel were 

transferred to all those who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

Paperback, 74 pages, $12.00

The Guise of Every Graceless Heart
By Terrill Irwin Elniff. An extremely important and fresh 
study of Puritan thought in early America. On Biblical 
and theological grounds, Puritan preachers and writers 
challenged the autonomy of man, though not always 
consistently.

Hardback, 120 pages, $7.00

Get the whole 
4-volume set 
for just $40.00!
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The Great Christian Revolution
By Otto Scott, Mark R. Rushdoony, R. J. Rushdoony, John 
Lofton, and Martin Selbrede. A major work on the impact 
of Reformed thinking on our civilization. Some of the 
studies, historical and theological, break new ground and 
provide perspectives previously unknown or neglected.

Hardback, 327 pages, $22.00

Keeping Our Sacred Trust
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. This book is a trumpet blast 
heralding a full-orbed, Biblical, orthodox Christianity. The 
hope of the modern world is not a passive compromise 
with passing heterodox fads, but aggressive devotion to the 
time-honored Faith “once delivered to the saints.”

Paperback, 167 pages, $19.00

The Incredible Scofield and His Book
By Joseph M. Canfield. This powerful and fully 
documented study exposes the questionable background 
and faulty theology of the man responsible for the 
popular Scofield Reference Bible, which did much to 
promote the dispensational system. 

Paperback, 394 pages, $24.00

The Lordship of Christ
The author shows that to limit Christ’s work in history to 
salvation and not to include lordship is destructive of the 
faith and leads to false doctrine.

Booklet, 29 pages, $2.50

The Will of God, or the Will of Man?
By Mark R. Rushdoony. God’s will and man’s will are both 
involved in man’s salvation, but the church has split in 
answering the question, “Whose will is determinative?”

Pamplet, $1.00

Culture

Discussions, Vol. III, Philosophical
By R. L. Dabney. Dabney, one of the greatest American 
Reformed thinkers, in these volumes discusses a variety 
of political, economic and social problems from a 
Christian perspective. While now and then some of his 
perspectives may be dated, he is for the most part more 
timely than ever. It is not an accident that quotations 
from these volumes have appeared in the Washington 
Times.

Hardback, 611 pages, $12.00

Toward a Christian Marriage
Edited by Elizabeth Fellerson. The law of God makes 
clear how important and how central marriage is. Our 
Lord stresses the fact that marriage is our normal calling. 
This book consists of essays on the importance of a proper 
Christian perspective on marriage.

Hardback, 43 pages, $8.00

Back Again Mr. Begbie: 
The Life Story of Rev. Lt. Col. R.J.G. Begbie OBE
This biography is more than a story of the three careers 
of one remarkable man. It is a chronicle of a son of 
old Christendom as a leader of Christian revival in the 
twentieth century. Personal history shows the greater 
story of what the Holy Spirit can and does do in the 
evangelization of the world.

Paperback, 357 pages, $24.00

Woman of the House: A Mother’s Role in Building a 
Christian Culture
In true Titus 2 fashion, Andrea Schwartz challenges 
women to reexamine several fundamental aspects of 
motherhood in light of Scripture. Beginning with a 
consideration of God’s character and concluding with an 
invigorating charge to faithfulness, Andrea connects the 
dots between God’s reality and a mother’s duty.

Paperback, 103 pages, $14.00

Family Matters: Read Aloud Stories of Responsibility and 
Self-Discipline
Unless children are trained in self-control and self-
discipline early in their lives, they move into their adult 
years without a sense of personal, familial, or societal 
responsibility. The stories are meant to be read by parents 
and children together and serve as useful conversation 
starters to educate boys and girls so they can be effective 

citizens in the Kingdom of God.

Paperback, 48 pages, $10.00

Eschatology

Thy Kingdom Come: Studies in Daniel and Revelation
By R. J. Rushdoony. Revelation’s details are often 
perplexing, even baffling, and yet its main meaning 
is clear—it is a book about victory. It tells us that our 
faith can only result in victory. This victory is celebrated 
in Daniel and elsewhere, in the entire Bible. These 
eschatological texts make clear that the essential good 
news of the entire Bible is victory, total victory.

Paperback, 271 pages, $19.00

Thine is the Kingdom: A Study of the Postmillennial Hope
False eschatological speculation is destroying the church 
today, by leading her to neglect her Christian calling. In 
this volume, edited by Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., the reader 
is presented with a blend of Biblical exegesis, theological 
reflection, and practical application for faithful Christian 
living. Chapters include contemporary writers Keith A. 
Mathison, William O. Einwechter, Jeffrey Ventrella, and 
Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., as well as chapters by giants of the 

faith Benjamin B. Warfield and J.A. Alexander.

Paperback, 260 pages, $22.00

God’s Plan for Victory 
By R. J. Rushdoony. The founder of the Christian 
Reconstruction movement set forth in potent, cogent 
terms the older Puritan vision of the irrepressible 
advancement of Christ’s kingdom by His faithful saints 
employing the entire law-Word of God as the program for 
earthly victory.

Booklet, 41 pages, $6.00
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Fiction (Storehouse Press)

*Purchase the 4 volume set for only $44.80 (Reg. $64.00)

Bell Mountain (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 1)
By Lee Duigon. The world is going to end … as soon as Jack and Ellayne 
ring the bell on top of Bell Mountain. No one has ever climbed the 
mountain, and no one has ever seen the bell. But the children have a divine 
calling to carry out the mission, and it sweeps them into high adventure. 
Great for young adults.

Paperback, 288 pages, $14.00

The Cellar Beneath the Cellar (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 2)
By Lee Duigon. A world’s future lies buried in its distant past. Barbarian 
armies swarm across the mountains, driven by a terrifying vision of a 
merciless war god on earth. While a nation rallies its defenses, a boy and a 
girl must find the holy writings that have been concealed for 2,000 years; 
and the man who was sent to kill them must now protect them at all costs.

Paperback, 288 pages, $16.00

The Thunder King (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 3)
By Lee Duigon. The Thunder King’s vast army encamps against the city, a 
ring of fire and steel. But treason brews inside the city walls... The tiny army 
of the Lord is on the march against the undefeated horde, in bold obedience 
to a divine command; but the boy king, Ryons, marches all alone across an 
empty land. The Lost Books of Scripture have been found, but they may be 
lost again before the human race can read them. And Jack and Ellayne have 
been captured by the Heathen.

Paperback, 288 pages, $16.00

The Last Banquet (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 4)
By Lee Duigon. In the wake of a barbarian invasion, chaos sweeps across 
Obann. The boy king and his faithful chiefs try to restore order before the 
Heathen come again - not knowing that this time, the Thunder King himself 
will lead his armies. The Great Temple lies in ruins, but another Temple 
has arisen in the East. And the heroes of Bell Mountain, Jack, Ellayne, 
and Martis, captured by the Heathen Griffs, are to be brought before the 
Thunder King. What is the secret of the man behind the Thunder King’s 
golden mask? Who is the girl from an unknown northern island, swept 
all the way down to Obann by a storm? What will be the fate of the new 
nation being born in the foothills of Bell Mountain? Who will survive God’s 
shaking of the world? For the shaking of the kingdoms continues unabated...

Paperback, 338 pages, $18.00

Hidden In Plain Sight (Bubble Head Series, Vol. 1)
By M. G. Selbrede. Young physicist Jenna Wilkes has 
done the impossible—and the whole scientific world 
is shaking on its pillars.

Could it be that conventional science has 
misunderstood the very fabric of the universe? Could 
there be infinitely more to it than anyone has ever 
guessed? Could science’s whole concept of reality be 
... unreal?

Paperback, 334 pages, $15.00

The Journal of Christian Reconstruction

Vol. 2, No. 1: Symposium on Christian Economics $6.50

Vol. 2, No. 2: Symposium on Biblical Law $6.50

Vol. 5, No. 1: Symposium on Politics $6.50

Vol. 5, No. 2: Symposium on Puritanism and Law $6.50

Vol. 7, No. 1: Symposium on Inflation $6.50

Vol. 10, No. 1: Symposium on the Media and the Arts $6.50

Vol. 10, No. 2: Symposium on Business $6.50

Vol. 11, No. 1: Symposium on the Reformation in the Arts and Media $6.50

Vol. 11, No. 2: Symposium on the Education of the Core Group $6.50

Vol. 12, No. 1: Symposium on the Constitution and Political Theology $6.50

Vol. 12, No. 2: Symposium on the Biblical Text and Literature $6.50

Vol. 13, No. 1: Symposium on Change in the Social Order $6.50

Vol. 13, No. 2: Symposium on the Decline and Fall of the West and the Return 
of Christendom $6.50

Special Message Series 
by Rushdoony on Audio CDs!

A History of Modern Philosophy
8 CDs) $64.00

Epistemology: The Christian Philosophy of Knowledge
(10 CDs) $80.00

Apologetics
(3 CDs) $24.00

The Crown Rights of Christ the King
(6 CDs) $48.00

The United States Constitution
(4 CDs) $32.00

Economics, Money & Hope
(3 CDs) $24.00

Postmillennialism in America
(2 CDs - 2 lectures on each disc) $20.00

A Critique of Modern Education
(4 CDs) $32.00

English History
(5 CDs) $40.00


