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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Rousas John Rushdoony: A Brief History, Part 1

his year marks the

centennial of the
birth of my father, Rou-
sas John Rushdoony. I
thought it appropriate

appropriate one to describe something
of the context of his own history and
that of his ministry.

My father started Chalcedon in
1965. Last year we celebrated its 50th
anniversary. I do not know if there is a
Christian worldview organization that
is older than Chalcedon or not, but it

was certainly a pioneering work in 1965
. (during the lifetime of Isaiah). Histori-

and still represents something of “a voice
crying in the wilderness,” certainly in
that of our culture, but unfortunately
also in much of the modern church.!
My father very clearly identified his
work and that of Chalcedon in terms

of a “big picture” worldview in which
the growth of the Kingdom of God

was certain. His view of Christian duty
dispensed with the vague, subjective,
spiritualized ethics often promoted as
“Christian,” and instead focused on spe-
cific, literal faithfulness to God’s law—
in one word, obedience. To understand
my father’s life work therefore necessi-
tates an understanding of his worldview,
one which was impressed on him by his
earliest memories.

An Ancient Family
My father was conceived in the
Ottoman Empire just as its Turkish
rulers were initiating the first genocide
of the twentieth century. One and a half
million Armenians died and virtually

to use the occasion as an
. tion and birth nearly six thousand miles
away in New York City, Armenians were '

“1 Am Armenian”

By Mark R. Rushdoony

- all others had to flee to surrounding na-
. tions with no worldly goods. In a matter

of months, over two and a half millen-
nia of Armenian history was eliminated
from its Anatolian home.

In the months between his concep-

eliminated from their ancient home-

- land, which centered in South-Eastern
- Anatolia in the province of Vaspurakan,

around the lake and city called Van
(pronounced Von).

The Rushdoony family can trace its
origin back to the eighth century B.C.

ans have done so with certainty because
of the known origins of our name. The
name “Rushdoony”’ means “house/

- dynasty/fortress of Rusa.” The name
- “Rusa” is the same as my father’s first

name “Rousas.” This name goes back to
the last kings of the Kingdom of Ararat

(or Urartu, after the Assyrian name for

Ararat). We are descended from Rusa I

of the last dynasty of Urartan kings (all
after him were related and three others
carried his royal name). The seventh

- century B.C. bronze ceremonial shield
- of Rusa I1I now hangs in the British

Museum in London.
The Urartans were a warlike nation
who lived in the mountains of Ararat

- and were long a thorn in the flesh to
- Assyria. They would, as opportunity

presented itself, come down from the
mountains and occupy the northern

. territories of Assyria, thereby taking over
- Van and the city of that name. In the
- surrounding mountains one can still

- their trade routes (what has come to be

- called the Silk Road), and diverting its

wealth to their kingdom. When Assyria
tried to invade Urartu, they found it
difficult to maneuver in the mountains.
When they approached Urartan strong-
holds, they found them impregnable
and had to be satisfied with wreaking

- havoc on the countryside and looting.

Urartu was one of the reasons

- that Assyria was never able to conquer
. Jerusalem after it overthrew the north-

ern Kingdom of Israel and its capital
Samaria, because moving south meant
leaving their northern territory vulner-
able to the Urartans. This rivalry is seen
in an incident the prophet Isaiah re-
cords. When Sennacherib sent an army
to capture Jerusalem, the angel of the
Lord killed 185,000 men as they slept.
The Assyrian king beat a hasty retreat to
Nineveh and never threatened Jerusalem

- again. A postscript to that incident is

- that Sennacherib was later assassinated

. by two of his sons who “escaped into the
- land of Armenia” (Isa. 37:37-38).

The Urartan Empire barely out-
lasted the Assyrian Empire, succumbing
to tribal invasions from its north. The
Urartan era was followed by the less-
warlike and decentralized Armenian cul-
ture. The exact nature of the transition
from Urartan to Armenian is debated by
historians, but it appears to have been
peaceful .4

The Rushdoony family was unique

- in that it traced its history directly to
- the Urartan kings. They became one
of the ruling families in the land in the

province of Vaspurakan, around Lake

2 Faith for All of Life | January/February 2016

www.chalcedon.edu



find the remains of some of the fortress
of the Urartan kings, and I was privi-
leged to be able to visit some of these
in 2013. As a ruling Armenian family,

they controlled a canton in the province |

of Vaspurakan that came to be called

the Rshtunik. During my visit, I saw

a monument on Aghtamar Island that
referenced a nineteenth century member
of the family. Long after they ruled, this
area was their home and the place of my

grandfather’s birth.

A Christian Nation

The gospel is believed to have been
brought to Armenia in the first century
by two of the apostles, Thaddeus and
Bartholomew, the latter being martyred
there. In A.D. 301 Armenia became the
first nation to declare itself Christian. In
the fifth century the Bible was translated
into Armenian, so it was available in the
vernacular there long before it was in
the West.

Christianity very quickly shaped
the nation. Marriages with pagans were
forbidden and the Armenian people,
already ancient, developed a distinct
religious and cultural identity that was
often in conflict with the surrounding
non-Christian nations. No Armenian
representatives attended the Council of
Chalcedon in A.D. 451 because they
were in a state of war with Persia. It was
their disappointment that no Christian
nation from the West answered their
calls for aid as much as a theological
difference that caused them to reject
Chalcedon’s definition.’

Very early, it became a custom
for some of the prominent families of
Armenia to support one of their own to
study for the priesthood. The Rushdoo-
nys did this and became prominent in
the Church of Armenia. In the first half
of the tenth century, there were several
Rushdoonys who served as the “catholi-

cos” or head of the Church of Armenia.

- There were five consecutive generations

. of fathers and sons who were priests be-
. fore my grandfather became a Protestant
. minister.

My grandfather, Y. K. Rushdoony,
came into contact with Protestantism
through an American Presbyterian mis-
sion in the city of Van that operated a
school, orphanage, and the only modern
hospital in the region. Armenia had
come under the control of the Ottoman
Turks in the sixteenth century and was,
by the late nineteenth century, a part of
the Ottoman Empire (now called Tur-

- key). Due to their Christian faith, the

. Armenians became an oft-persecuted
minority. There were frequent instances
. of injustice at the hands of the local

- Kurds or ruling Turks.

In the mid-1890s, my great-grand-
father, a priest, was first blinded by
Turks who presumed that would keep
him from performing the church liturgy.
They did not realize he had the liturgy
committed to memory and, when he
continued officiating, they murdered
him. Then, in short order, his wife and
only other child died, leaving my grand-

- father an orphan at the age of fourteen.
- He was sent to live with a relative in

. the city of Van, but another outbreak

. of violence there soon left him on the

street, far from his extended family and
village life.

My grandfather, in very poor
health, was taken in by the American
Presbyterian mission. Though they did
not expect it, he recovered, and when
his intelligence became obvious, his
extended family was encouraged to leave
him there to be educated.® The mission
continued to educate my grandfather

. through college and then found a spon-
- sor for his postgraduate work at the

- University of Edinburgh, Scotland.

When he returned to Van, my

. grandfather married and began working
© at the mission and teaching in sur-

- rounding villages. Soon a son was born;
. not my father, Rousas John, but my
- uncle, Rousas George.

During World War I, while other

nations were too preoccupied to inter-

fere, Turkey decided to eliminate its
Armenian population, long hated for
their Christianity and their prosperity.
In very crude and brutal ways, about 1
V5 million Armenians died. The rest had
to flee to surrounding countries.

Van was unique in that it had the
highest concentration of Armenians of
any city in the empire, about one-third

- of its population. When word reached
Van of massacres in surrounding areas,
. the Armenian community put up a

. hastily improvised defense. A short

- distance away, the American mission

put up a similar defense rather than
surrender its Armenians to an obvious
fate. The Turkish military force was
unable to overcome either defense, but
a few days before they lifted their siege,
Rousas George died of illness that had
spread quickly in the crowded condi-
tions. His funeral service was cut short
when Turkish artillery was aimed at the

. gathered mourners.

The Russian Czar had sided with

- the Allies against the Central Powers,
. so an army was moved south to assume

control of the area and stayed the sum-
mer of 1915. While forced marches and
massacres still continued throughout the
empire, Armenians in Van enjoyed the
first self-government they had known in
centuries.

The peace did not last long,
however. The war did not go well for
the Czarist Russians, and the army
decided to withdraw before winter. The

. population had only a few hours notice.
- Now labeled as treasonous for giving
comfort to the invading Czarist forces,

- the Armenians were warned that their

. best hope was to head for the Russian

* border, about 100 miles to the north.”
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By this time, my grandmother, Rose
Gazarian Rushdoony, was pregnant with
my father.

The family survived by a series of
providential events. A Russian officer
who had camped in my grandparents’
yard supplied them with two horses
deemed unfit for service. A small ex-
tended family group made it to Russia,
drinking fouled water from puddles they
strained through handkerchiefs. They
arrived with raw feet and no food avail-
able to purchase. My grandfather told
his family that Russia seemed on the
verge of a revolution. An English mili-
tary officer overheard my grandfather
speaking English and asked him how he
came to speak it so fluently. When my
grandfather said he had graduated from
Edinburgh, the officer was incredulous
until shown the diploma they had put
amongst their few possessions. The
officer said a degree from a British Uni-
versity made him virtually an English
citizen and insisted the authorities allow
them to get where they needed to go.
They were allowed to go by train to
Archangel, Russia’s main supply line to

the West, while most Armenian refugees
were stuck in Russia. Some family mem- ~ of Mesopotamia.

. 4. Historians debate the relationship of the
- Urartans to the Armenians. Some believe

- they were the same people, others that the

. latter were a different tribal group who sup-

bers were in Russia through the Rus-
sian Revolution and starvation in the
early 1920s. From Archangel they were
able to book passage on a steamship to
New York in the late fall of 1915. Their
Armenian sponsor was Dr. George C.
Raynolds, the founder of the American
mission at Van.®

My father was born on April 25,
1916, a year and a day after the first
commencement of organized attacks
against Armenians in Constantinople.
When he was six weeks old, the family
traveled by train to California where
Y. K. Rushdoony had been invited to
start a Presbyterian church. On the way
they stopped in Los Angeles, where Dr.
Charles C. Tracey, another of the Van

. missionaries, baptized my father Rousas
John Rushdoony.

I recount a history far removed from

my father’s writings and Chalcedon
- because it was never far from him. If

you had asked him to describe his back-
ground, he would have begun, “Well, I
am Armenian ...” His boyhood was, in
some respects, not too dissimilar to that
of his father’s, though in a far different
historical and cultural context. £

1. My father was advised in 1965 that an
organization dedicated to an idea such as he

. envisioned Chalcedon could never work.

- 2. The way our family spells our last name

. is unique. I presume it was first transliter-

- ated from Armenian to our spelling by the

- American missionaries in Van in the late

- nineteenth century who educated my grand-

father. Various writers have, more recently,
used more currently accepted rules of trans-
literation when referring to the historical
family, so in these contexts it may be spelled
as Rushtuni, Rshtuni, Rshtooni, or the like.
3. The name “Armenia” here is a poor trans-
lation in the Authorized Version, as it was a
later historic name of the people and area. A
better rendering in this Isaiah passage would

© be Ararat, or the Kingdom of Ararat, an

ancient name for the mountain region north

planted the former.
5. The independent Church of Armenia

was never part of either the Roman or
Eastern Orthodox churches. Its rejection of
Chalcedon was not because it embraced the
Monophysite error, though that path did, in
fact, cause it to drift in that direction. One
could say the error came in because they

- refused to take Chalcedon’s theological stand
. that precluded it.

- 6. Though the mission was intended to be

- to all the indigenous population, they found
. their efforts were only received well by the

. minority Armenian population.

Continued on page 24
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R. J. Rushdoony reports on a
mind-boggling collection of absur-
dities by our legislators, bureau-
crats, and judges—from making
it against the law for a company
to go out of business, to assigning
five full-time undercover agents
to bust a little boy who was selling
fishing worms without a license.
Written some thirty years ago as
radio commentaries, Rushdoony’s
essays seem even more timely
today as we are witnessing a stag-
gering display of state intrusion
into every area of life.
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FEATURE ARTICLE

Biblical Faith, Medicine, and the State:
Repairing the Breach During the Spreading Epidemic

his is the twelfth

in a series of
articles about addic-
tion treatment pioneer

P o
= 4

b

.

Dr. Punyamurtula S.
Kishore and his ongo-
ing battle with the Commonwealth

of Massachusetts, which shuttered his
fifty-two clinics in late 2011, dramati-
cally increasing the state’s death tolls
due to opioid addiction. Space forbids
repeating the story developed in the first

N

eleven articles. Readers new to this story
are urged to catch up before reading on

(links/references are provided at the end
of this article).

After crushing this Christian physi-
cian’s clinically superior success rates
(7.5 to 30 times better than status quo
programs), and thereby consigning its
populace to rising death rates, Mas-
sachusetts exported this madness to the
federal level (in the person of drug czar
Michael Botticelli) to inflict similar
damage nationwide. It is therefore
significant that a university economics
professor familiar with this series has
begun analyzing the data to test a claim
made in the last article that the rising
death rates in Massachusetts are linked
to the takedown of Dr. Kishore’s clinics.
We hope to share that data once that in-
depth analysis has been concluded. The
moral culpability of the state in light of
the pending results, for better or worse,
is obvious on the face of it.

Dr. Kishore’s incarceration ended
on December 10, 2015, with his
street-cleaning commitments expiring
a month later. For those who know this

by Martin G. Selbrede

¢ doctor’s life-saving achievements first

- hand, the deliberate squandering of his

skills and knowledge at the hands of the
state is both frustrating and tragic. Most
people facing a ten-year probation re-

- plete with malicious restitution burdens
- would simply capitulate. Dr. Kishore

is made of sterner stuff, as my visit
with him in late December 2015 was

. to prove. This was a man who hit the
- ground running, despite how viciously

the state had kneecapped him.

Past Behavior Shapes the Future
There is wisdom in the command

- to “look to the rock from whence ye

were hewn; look to the pit from whence
ye were digged” (Isa. 51:1, freely trans-
lated). As an early pioneer in addiction

- medicine, Dr. Kishore was one of the
- few who fully paid his dues. He is the

best narrator of his own story in this
respect:

I was the only doctor practicing addic-
tion medicine for a long time—con-
tinuously, since 1977. All the insurance
companies took me in as the preferred
provider for addiction services. Project
New Life at Bromley Heath was a
program I helped develop. I was hired
there in 1993 or 1994 as physician to
bring my model into play. With the
Bromley Heath [housing development],
I went in to clean up the place. There
was at least an 80 percent drug/alcohol

figure that’s arguably on the low side.

I was the only one rolling up his sleeves,
going into the communities to help
them. Other doctors simply sit and
stroke their chin. Most doctors don’t

set foot into this business.! They don’t
want to take on addicts—addicts are
on the path to death and are seen as

a statistic waiting to happen. There’s
no clear path to “success.” This spooks
MDs.

A lot of moms used to bring their kids
to my practice. Ages fourteen, fifteen,
sixteen. I've dealt with children as
young as eight-years-old—an Oxy-
contin-addicted eight-year-old black
child, a boy who was being used for sex.
The family had sold the eight-year-old
into sexual slavery. He was moved to
the Italian Home, but the nuns didn’t
know what to do. The kid had serious

emotional problems.

How do you define “a friend”? We
have bad definitions for the word friend,
confusing cliques with friendship.
Cliques are a social phenomenon ar-
ranged around appetites and behaviors.
We didn’t just write a prescription and
send the patient out the door. We were
a talking practice. We would go over
the definition of “a friend” with our
patients and stick with them through
the long haul.

When asked what restrictions the
authorities have since placed on him,
Dr. Kishore was to the point:

“No doctor-patient relationship. I can’t
have that anymore.”

Although maliciously stripped of

addiction rate at Bromley Heath, a grim his medical hc.ense, Dr. Kishore was the
- only community doctor at the Boston
. premiere showing of the film, Heroin:

Cape Cod, USA. The doctor recalls the

© screening:

“I met with many prominent political

www.chalcedon.edu
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leaders there. I thought I'd just hide in
the shadows, but I didn’t have to. The

goodwill toward me was apparent.”

This brings us full circle to where
we are today. The nature of the prob-
lem became easier to discern during
a roundtable discussion between Dr.
Kishore and Dr. Paul Jehle, the pastor
who had first introduced me to Dr.
Kishore in 2013. We met in Plymouth
in late December 2015 to discuss the
prospects for Massachusetts.

The Pastor and the Doctor
Share Notes

How does Pastor Jehle see drug
addiction in his state? “It’s the bubonic
plague of our day,” he told Dr. Kishore.
“The authorities can’t handle this tsu-
nami. Just Google the phrase Cape Cod
Addicted Infants and see.” The crisis also
represents something equally critical to
the man of God: “When tragedy strikes,
God uses it to plow up the soil. We need
to be ready to walk behind the plow. As
we move forward on this tsunami, the
opportunities are going to increase.”

Pastor Jehle, in effect, is confront-
ing the societal wreckage generated by
the destruction of Dr. Kishore’s clinics.
It is fitting that his efforts and those
of other stakeholders are radiating out

from Plymouth, as he explains it to Dr.
Kishore:

Here’s what's happening. In Plymouth
itself, they’re now sectioning the city off
into three sectors. They want to know
if I can get pastors involved in these
sectors and form smaller committees to
filter into the communities ... Sadly,
some pastors are 7ot connected to their
community at all and are isolated—and
some pastors like it that way.

Plymouth is the model right now for
the state, because Plymouth gathered
everybody in the community: police,
educators, and pastors. The issue is so
serious, it’s all hands-on-deck. Every-
body in the community is in the same

room and on the same page. People are
dying, so everyone is willing to listen. If
you care about the community, you're
in that room. It caused very frank

the schools, the educators are all there,
and their hearts are broken. Very teary
meetings with frank talk. I'm there

to deal with the internal, the heart,
from the faith perspective, as well as to
connect them with ministries like Teen
Challenge that have high rates of suc-

by the power of God changes the heart.

But the church itself is implicated in
the social disaster it finds itself em-
bedded in, often failing the people as
badly as the state has failed them in the
Kishore case:

We're losing the culture. The city’s at
stake here, guys. A door’s opening. But
the church’s view of grace is often one
of license, which cripples her moral au-
thority. That attitude spiritually curses
their community. Lawlessness—Ilack of
self-government—is a huge problem.
For example, the attitude to alcohol

in the community will be no better
than the church’s attitude toward it. If
believers individually and the church
corporately are unwilling to restrict
their use of alcohol—a known gateway
drug to more serious addictions—how
can we truly be salt and light in today’s
culture?

Where Alcohol, Methadone,

Statism, and Scripture Meet

Current dogma from on high (the
office of the drug czar) puts methadone
and Suboxone®, not sobriety, on the
approved list of “treatments” for opioid
addiction. In that light, it is instructive
to note that there is Biblical authority
for linking the effect of these substitute
narcotics with the effect of more ancient
intoxicants, such as alcohol. And the

Bible is by no means silent on this issue,
. in Latin and crapulence in English

. by Hendriksen?® signifying (he says)

- “drunken headache, dissipation.” Better,

there being nothing new under the sun
(Eccl. 1:9-10) while man, who was
created upright, craves new inventions

¢ (Eccl. 7:29). We'll see the big picture at

the conclusion of this article when we

bring Dr. Kishore’s prison pencil sketch

L - . to life, but we must first understand
discussion. The EMTs, the principals of . . .
. the dynamics revealed in Scripture to

see what drives the meshed gears in Dr.
Kishore’s prescient drawing.

Edward Marbury wrote his com-
mentary on Habakkuk? in the years
1649 and 1650. The truths exhibited

- in it have gone wanting for 350 years,

cess due to their belief that regeneration particularly in regard to his handling

of Hab. 2:15-16 and the great woe
denounced upon those who put the
bottle to another man’s lips to make him
intoxicated (verse 15). Marbury points

out what few recognize, that King
¢ David committed three crimes, not two:
- between the adultery and murder he

sought to get Uriah drunk,’ “to perish
his understanding, to rob him of the

use of reason, which should distinguish
him from a brute beast.”® In this act, the
man who oversees the intoxication of

. his fellow man becomes “his neighbor’s
- devil.” Marbury references additional

instances where the state has been the
primary actor in this evil.®

Marbury draws attention to the
wording of Luke 21:34, where the verb

- used in conjunction with drunkenness
. is barinthoosin (rendered “overcharged”
- in KJV, but more accurately as “weighed

down” in Youngs Literal Translation).
Marbury says the term used is clearly
“signifying the laying on of a burden
upon the heart.” Far from liberat-
ing a person, an intoxicating level of

. consumption pins him down with a
- heavy weight upon his heart—his core

being—to his increasing harm. Between
“weighing down of the heart” and the
word “drunkenness” is another Greek
term, kraipale (only occurring here in
the New Testament), rendered crapula

6 Faith for All of Life | January/February 2016

www.chalcedon.edu



however, is Lenski’s translation, referring :

to “hearts weighted down in drunken
nausea and drunkenness.” The sense
of an oppressive, sickening weight upon
the mind, the heart, is at the heart of
this association.

What then do we make of the state
funneling countless thousands of people
into a program giving them daily doses
of methadone to drink? Methadone is
now served in a small plastic cup rather
than the putative “bottle” of Scripture,
but that cup’s contents are far more
potent than any alcoholic beverage had
ever been. State authorities, in effect,
are putting the bottle to their fellow
men every single day, imprisoning them
in a substitute narcotic that generates
profits while failing its subjects in the
most spectacular way possible. Our drug
czar champions the continued intoxica-
tion of our fellow citizens, posing as
his neighbors’ savior but acting;, as
Marbury says, as “his neighbors™ devil.”
This entire industry (see Dr. Kishore’s
illustration below) has already received
the verdict of God upon its principal
promoters: Woe unto them who do
the things they do (Hab. 2:15). That
woe extends to the “shameful spewing”
(vomiting) of the next verse, echoes
of which continue to detract from the
“miracle” of Narcan nasal spray dis-
cussed below.

Dr. Kishore had been fighting
against the now-national policy of hair-
of-the-dog opioid replacement therapies
like methadone and Suboxone®. These
therapies (for those who have ears to
hear) are what trigger God’s active de-
nunciation: woe unto them who inflict
these things on their fellow men. For
Dr. Kishore’s promotion of sobriety, of
making the path to sobriety a safe one,
of delivering men from modern chemi-
cal snares, he was rewarded with wither-
ing legal persecution and his landmark
clinical successes were buried under the

deadening hatred of his own state.

What was so important that the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
would go down a path long known to
be dehumanizing, demoralizing, and
ultimately deadly for all involved? When
Dr. Kishore studied the drug ecosystem
(see the first article in this series), he had
seen only a part of the picture. Having
cycled into subsequent phases of the
criminal justice system when impris-
oned, he was able to discern a much
bigger picture, which he had reduced
to a sketch showing the various “indus-
tries” that, like gears, interlock to create
a self-perpetuating economic engine
that makes its own self-protection job
one. We now turn to the sketch he
made, which I've rendered
more clearly for the

sake of legibility.
Political/
The Wheel of Bulre;uctracy
Death naustry

Addiction
Industry

. both the licit and illicit components of

. the original Addiction Industry gear (and

more so now that the drug czar applies

pressure throughout this ecosystem).
It is remarkable that Dr. Kishore

- developed these insights in prison, in
- ignorance of the recent work by contro-

versial author Roberto Saviano, who,
in a book that The Guardian declares
to be “the most important book of the

- year,” says that the markets “must rotate
- around cocaine” and not the other way

around.”
Unlike Saviano, however, Dr.
Kishore has actively and success-

fully waged war on the constellation
. of interlocked interests by enlarging

the bulwark of primary care medi-
cine. It was because of his
success that he was
bulldozed—a story
already explicated
in detail over the
last eleven ar-

Criminal
Justice
Industry

‘ For Dr. Full Circle _ ticles. So now
Ko he 0t B Meshing o TS JB weshould
Industry of Gears in what other
Industry gear ways is the
refers to the wheel of death,

Addiction
Treatment
Industry

sources of ad-
dictive substances
(legal' and illegal''—
the endnotes provide
the doctor’s highly detailed

description for the ten teeth he sees

gear feeds into the Criminal Justice

Industry'* and Correction Industry,"
leading to the Ex-Offender Industry,"*

which is a primary gateway to homeless-

ness and the Homeless Industry."” These
all create the problems to be “solved”

by the Addiction Treatment Industry,'°
the machinations of which are inher-
ently newsworthy, creating an unhealthy
symbiotic relationship with the News/
Media Industry."” A parallel symbiosis
connects the media gear to the Politi-
cal/Bureaucracy Industry,'® which drives

Homeless
Industry

Ex-Offender
Industry

the interlocked
industries in the
above illustration,
acting against reform-
minded trends and hostile

. scientific research? How does this system

constituting each gear). This dual-nature | maintain its “refuge of lies” (Isa. 28:15)?

Maintaining the Assault
on Vivitrol, a Component
of Dr. Kishore’s Model

Non-narcotic Vivitrol is being

reintroduced in Massachusetts?® in tacit
- acknowledgment that methadone and

Suboxone® are false solutions to the

- problem. Vivitrol is an incomplete solu-

tion to the problem, the experimenting

- authorities being unaware they’re rein-

venting a wheel perfected years earlier

. by Dr. Kishore. Consequently, while
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results will improve (for those in such
programs), they will fall far short of the
success rates Dr. Kishore had pioneered
within the Massachusetts Model of
sobriety maintenance, in which Vivitrol
played but a part®! of a carefully inte-
grated whole.

In ugly opposition to this struggling
pro-Vivitrol (and thus pro-sobriety)
trend, we have anonymous sources af-
firming that the Department of Public
Health has moved to eliminate Vivi-
trol from their testing matrix so as to
improve the apparent quasi-success of
conventional solutions like methadone
and Suboxone®. Such preemptive filter-
ing falls little, if anything, short of crony
capitalism under color of neutral health
authority policy. The methadone failure
is hidden about as well as the emperor
was hidden by his new clothes.

Such structuring of the tests
amounts to a conflict of interest, as of-
ficially defined in such clinical contexts.
We are informed that “those knowl-
edgeable about the study must take the
Conflict Of Interest into account when
judging the validity of the study.”*
What if the conflict of interest is con-
cealed in the very structure of the study
to gain a predetermined result? Nobody
can properly judge a study’s validity
when its conclusions are the result of
coercion rather than open inquiry.

Conflict of interest adds another
layer on top of the increasing unreli-
ability of scientific studies, such as was
exposed on January 8, 2016, in a story
titled “Errors and fraud multiply in
journals.”® After citing the National
Academies of Science’s statistic that such
fraud has increased ten-fold since 1975,
the reporter cites three examples from
the pharmaceutical field showing dismal
levels of fraud between 75 percent and
88 percent.?! Imagine what adding con-
flict of interest on top of such ethically
challenged results leads to.

Then add the amplification of error,
as when Sam Quinones showed how
a 101-word letter written to 7he New
England Journal of Medicine in 1980 by
a Massachusetts doctor (who calculated
that only four out of eleven thousand
hospital patients became addicted to
narcotic painkillers) over time morphed
from report to study to landmark report
to landmark study without anybody
ever reading or vetting the original let-
ter. “How can one little letter ... have
changed so many minds?” he rightly
asks.” But nobody would debunk the
error because they weren't willing to kick
over their own rice bowls.

Limiting Media Leaks About Cracks
in Industry Solidarity

There are chinks in the otherwise
monolithic armor of methadone treat-
ment and the PR spin placed upon
it from those in high places. We've
referenced how addicted physicians
are treated for their condition without
methadone in the previous article in
this series (and how well Dr. Kishore’s
program compares to such treatment
programs for addicted doctors).

In September 2015 (during Dr.
Kishore’s incarceration), the Canadian
media ran a story entitled Methadone
program pioneer now says it iswt work-
ing.26 Ron Fitzpatrick, who had high
hopes for methadone treatment in 2005
when he pushed to put such programs
in place, has since seen through the
emperor’s clothes by observing metha-
done’s dismal ten-year track record first
hand. Despite being among the first
to promote methadone vigorously in
Newfoundland and Labrador, Fitzpat-
rick “said he would no longer encour-
age anyone with an opioid addiction
to join the methadone maintenance
program.”? This same anti-methadone
counter-narrative has also arisen in the
mecca for methadone, Massachusetts.?

Regrettably, America’s drug czar

- continues to wear very dangerous

blinders in pursuing his commitment
to bad medicine and (as documented
thoroughly in the last article) affixing
blame upon everyone but himself for
the escalating catastrophe.

Narcan the Non-Miracle Drug and
the lllusion of “Doing Something”

As reported in previous articles,
Narcan is being hailed—wrongly—as a
panacea to save lives during an opioid
overdose. This nasal spray, when used
upon someone suffering an overdose, is
supposed to bring the patient back from
the edge of disaster (restarting their
breathing). This aspect is hyped to the
exclusion of three other factors that are
rarely mentioned (as they conflict with
the optimistic narrative used to support
the idea that the authorities have work-
able solutions). What are the three most
significant downsides to administering
Narcan?

The risk of the patient vomiting
(and choking on his/her vomit) when
the Narcan takes effect is given short
shrift. The potentially violent resentment
of the patient upon those who pulled
him/her down from the high they were
enjoying is not given adequate press. Fi-
nally, recent statistics show that the more
dangerous Fentanyl-laced heroin has
become predominant. Narcan, at best,
provides a brief window of opportunity
to transport the overdose patient to an
emergency room, as it wears off much
faster than the overdosed drug does.
Narcan does not reverse the overdose—it#
only buys a little time.

And sometimes, it doesn’t even do
that! A discussion thread run by the
Center for Substance Abuse Research
at the University of Maryland includes
a January 4, 2016, entry about a fact
“that seems to have been lost over time,”
namely, that Narcan cannot reverse a
Suboxone® overdose!* Who will take

responsibility for the resulting deaths
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when the false panacea, Narcan, is used
in cases where it is actually the wrong
thing to administer to the overdose
victim?

But at least people were “doing
something” about the overdose. Even
if it made matters worse, they can feel
good about themselves, and the wheel of
death can spin yet a little faster.

The Proven Fragility
of the Wheel of Death

The reader might well wonder,
What can anybody do about so en-
trenched a system as is depicted in the
wheel of death graphic, with multi-bil-
lion dollar industries funneling money,
resources, and victims into the vortex?
It is surely beyond any one person’s
ability to change it. It’s too huge, too
well funded, too powerful, and the news
stories about rising death tolls prove its
march is inexorable.

But there was one key element
in this story that changes the entire
picture: Dr. Kishore’s rising success
rates, which were gradually approach-
ing the success rates for programs that
treat addicted doctors. Such a program
like Dr. Kishore’s Massachusetts Model
of sobriety maintenance and sobriety
enhancement removes the resources that
feed the wheel of dearh. The more clinics
use Dr. Kishore’s model, using the core
principles outlined in the first article of
this series and elaborated thereafter, the
more the wheel slows down and deflates
(while primary care medicine, family,
and the community are strengthened).

When Dr. Kishore’s clinical achieve-
ments are coupled with the work of the
pastorate, which the doctor had been
integrating into his program almost
from the outset, the slow but certain
demolition of the wheel of death would
proceed apace. Instead of rising death
rates, there would be falling death rates
and falling recidivism rates and rising
rates of involvement by Christians in the

- healing of the nation. When Dr. Paul

Jehle spoke of opportunities, it was not
empty rhetoric or whistling in the dark.
And for the sake of our fellow man, we
should move sooner than later, so the
opportunities that arise spring from
hope rather than from grieving over
loved ones lost.

There was a time in Massachusetts
before September 2011 when the local
version of the wheel of death was being
steadily decapitalized all along its rim by
a doctor who sought to avoid the Woe
pronounced in Habakkuk 2:15 upon
those who put and keep their fellow
man in an intoxicated state.*’

We are facing problems that cannot
be solved by the national drug czar. He
will only pour more gasoline on the fire
because he wants to. But our problems
can actually be solved. We know this
because for a brief season, someone had
lit the way, slowly bringing life back into
dozens of communities under siege.

The pioneer is invariably the man
with the arrow in his back. For all the
attacks Dr. Punyamurtula S. Kishore
has suffered, and continues to suffer,
he stands by his integrity. He refused
to weigh down and enslave his patients
with substitute narcotics that burden the
hearts of the people or divert into black
markets.

You don't have to be a Christian
to appreciate Dr. Kishore’s achieve-
ment since secular authorities indepen-
dently confirmed his world-class clinical
results. But Christians, of all people,
should be clamoring to help restore
what the statist locusts have consumed,
for Dr. Kishore’s work represents spiri-
tual capital that can reverse the present
darkness. Every month we see articles
about researchers slowly fumbling their
way in the right direction, but always
piecemeal, haltingly reinventing the
wheel. In that light, what can you do, in
God’s strength and by His grace, to help

- turn this slow trickle of healing water

into a river so powerful that nobody can
pass over it (Ezek. 47:1-5)? If Pastor
Jehle has anything to say about it, that
river may well start in Plymouth.

But why can't it also start with
you? &y

Martin G. Selbrede is Chalcedon’s resident
scholar and Editor of Faith for All of Life and
the Chalcedon Report.
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Revolution in Addiction Medicine.” Read it
online at http://bit.ly/Kishorel

Article Two: “Massachusetts Derails Revo-
lution In Addiction Medicine While Drug
Abuse Soars.” Read it online at http://bit.
ly/Kishore2

Article Three: “The Pioneer Who Cut New
Paths in Addiction Medicine Before Being
Cut Down.” Read it online at htep://bit.ly/
Kishore3

Article Four: “The Addiction Crisis Wors-
ens after Massachusetts Pulls Plug on Dr.
Kishore’s Sobriety-Based Solution.” Read it
online at http://bit.ly/Kishore4

Article Five: “Why Did They Do It? Chris-
tian Physician with a 37% Success Rate for
Recovering Addicts Gets Shut Down by
the State.” Read it online at http://bit.ly/
Kishore5

Article Six: “Martha Coakley and Her Tree
of Hate” Read it online at http://bit.ly/
Kishore6

Article Seven: “Keeping Big Pharma in
Seventh Heaven is Keeping Addicts in Hell”
Read it online at http://bit.ly/Kishore7

Article Eight: “Massachusetts Completes
Its Takedown of Addiction Pioneer Dr.
Punyamurtula S. Kishore” Read it online at
http://bitly.com/Kishore8
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http://bitly.com/Kishore9
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Dedication of the State” Read it online at
http://bitly.com/Kishore10

Article Eleven: “Puncturing the Boundary
Between Medicine and Politics: How the
State Condemns Addicts to Disaster.” Read
it online at http://bitly.com/Kishorel1

1. Observe the Pew Memorial Trusts
lamenting how few doctors enter addiction
medicine (a code word for signing up to
dispense methadone, etc.) on January 16,
2016: http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-
and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2016/01/15/
few-doctors-are-willing-able-to-prescribe-
powerful-anti-addiction-drugs

2. Edward Marbury, Obadiah and Habak-
kuk (Minneapolis, MN: Klock & Klock,
1979 [1865, 1649-1650]).

3. ibid., pp. 512-513.

4. ibid., p. 514.

5. ibid., p. 515.

6. ibid., p. 504.

7. ibid., p. 507.

8. William Hendriksen, New Testament
Commentary: Luke (Grand Rapids, MI:
Baker Book House, 1978), p. 948.

9. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of St.
Lukes Gospel (Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg
Publishing House, 1946), p. 1029.

10. For the licit addiction industry the

ten teeth or spokes are: 1) Substitution
Therapy with Methadone—Clinic Based.
2) OBOT—"Physicians Out Patient Practice
Based Opioid Therapy—Suboxone. 3)
Overdose prevention service—one and all—
families, Good Samaritans with Naloxone.
4) Emergency Care Services—Police/Am-
bulances/ER Visits. 5) Crisis Management
Services—Crisis Clinician/Social Worker. 6)
Evaluation Services—Case Matching based
on ASAM Ciriteria—Insurance Industry
(http:/[www.asam.org/publications/the-
asam-criteria/about/) 7) In Patient Detox
Services. 8) Emergency Psychiatric Evalua-
tion for the Suicidal/Homicidal/Section 12
patients. 9) Dual Diagnosis Unit Admis-
sions. 10) Psychopharmacotherapy with
Pharmaceuticals.

11. Ten teeth of the illicit addiction indus-
try: 1) Farmers in Columbia/Afghanistan/
Mexico, etc. 2) Clandestine labs in China.

. 3) Container ships that smuggle. 4) Money

laundering banks (illicit wealth). 5) Mer-
cenaries to protect the supply chain. 6)
Cartels—Big Guns—Operators—decision
makers. 7) Allied ancillary parallel service
industries: trap houses, white slavery, gun-
running, etc. 8) Protectors: compromised
law enforcement and politicians who are in
the know. 9) Mob or local entrenched or-
ganized crime figures (kingpins). 10) Street
level (dealers and resellers).

12. Ten teeth of the criminal justice industry:
1) Paid criminal defense lawyers at $600/
hour. 2. CPCS—Committee for Public
Counsel Services for the indigent at taxpayer
expense (i.e., public defenders armed with
Green Sheets for plea deals). 3) Criminal
Court physical plant (infrastructure)—the
theater of operation. 4) Tenured judges
with overcrowded dockets; revolving door.
5) Probation officers/monitors. 6) Court
officials to keep the dockets full. 7) Pre-trial
detention facilities (for those who could not
afford bail). 8) GPS monitoring services.

9) Attorneys general/district attorneys. 10)
News media that feeds on the cases.

13. Ten teeth of the correction industry: 1)
County facilities—huge physical plants.

2) State facilities—max facilities. 3) Work
programs (e.g., as Richard P Pacitti CWP).
4) Brooke House-type pre-release centers. 5)
Deputy sheriffs who supervise Community
Supervision programs. 6) Drug testing labs.

7) Allied “slave labor” camps such as dish
washing in restaurants that accept felons.

8) Federal Grant Managers who set up
backdoor payment to the organizations that
accept felons. 9) Case Manager cadres to
facilitate preceding step. 10) Churches that
get paid to run namesake groups.

14. Ten teeth of the ex-offender industry: 1)
So-called nonprofits funded by massive fed-
eral dollars (N.b., this writer visited such fa-
cilities with Dr. Kishore in December 2015
and can confirm his representations here).
2) Parole officers. 3) Probation officers. 4)
Ex-felon halfway houses run by ex-felons

in bed with state officials (Dr. Kishore’s
example redacted for his own safety). 5)
Corrupt drug testing labs (Dr. Kishore’s
example redacted for his own safety). 6)
Corrupt community health centers (such as

i one this writer visited in December 2015,

its name redacted for the doctor’s safety)
that serve to siphon money using Medicaid.
7) ATR—Access To Recovery (a Botticelli
program with absolutely no checks and
balances that Dr. Kishore regards as a money
pit lining various pockets). 8) Crony pastors
who are given funds to keep the denizens
quiet and whitewash government programs.
9) Industrialists who need cheap labor (i.e.,
slave labor): Dr. Kishore’s example redacted
for his own safety. 10) SNAP benefit dispen-
sation and stores accepting food stamps for
cigarettes and liquor (cui bono?).

15. Ten teeth of the homeless industry: 1.)
Shelter system (body recycling plants): Dr.
Kishore invites the reader to look up Pine
Street Inn on the internet. 2) Section 8 hous-
ing programs. 3) Food banks. 4) Cheap mo-
tels where drug use prevails. 5) The “Health
Care for the Homeless” program. 6) Trap
houses that allow prostitution. 7) Hazard-
ous waste industries (asbestos; lead; nuclear
waste) that exploit the vulnerable. 8) Day
labor industry (which Dr. Kishore describes
as mercenary outfits that work the weak to
death). 9) Prescription doctors who keep
writing narcotic scripts for the addicted. 10)
The ever-present drug testing labs to “keep
the workers clean” with (in Dr. Kishore’s
words) fake testing.

16. Ten teeth of the addiction treatment in-
dustry: 1. Rehabs—mindless cooling of one’s
heels in never-ending 28-day programs cost-
ing $300 to $1,000 per day. 2) Transitional
programs (a euphemism for “wet shelters”)
where drinking and drugging is allowed
while residents await a bed in the rehabs
just mentioned. 3) The vaunted “licensed
halfway house system” with (in Dr. Kishore’s
words) all the money going to a few friends
of drug czar Michael Botticelli. 4) The noto-
rious unlicensed sober houses run by “shady
characters” (a claim of Dr. Kishore’s that a
string of indictments seems to support). 5)
The “addiction loan industry” that gouges
the families that want to bypass the current
mindless system endorsed by Botticelli to
get their loved ones into a “real” program.

6) The underworld recruitment center (for
nefarious activities, odd jobs for the mob).
7) Corrupt labs that produce the desired

results on demand. 8) Fund raisers for the
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“poor and unfortunate” who specialize in
emotional manipulation. 9) Hospitals and
medical professionals that profit from liver
and heart transplants on the addicted suffer-
ing from hepatitis C, cardiomyopathy etc.,
who thus become unfortunate subjects of
medical clinical trials. 10) Fodder for false
researchers generating nonsensical numbers
“on which taxpayer dollars and federal dol-
lars are bet on big.”

17. Ten teeth of the news/media industry: 1)
Addiction stories serve as material for the
daily dose of fear mongering. 2) Addiction
stories provide fodder for producers of scary
films such as Heroin: Cape Cod, USA. 3)
Self-promoting figures such as Botticelli get
a leg up through the news media. 4) Dr.
Kishore believes that before its takeover by
Red Sox owner John Henry, The Boston
Globe tried to support Martha Coakley’s
gubernatorial aspirations by targeting Dr.
Kishore and his clinics. 5) Dr. Kishore
believes the media drives people out of
certain locations through sensational stories,
helping secret buyers acquire those proper-
ties at lower prices. 6) The media serve

as a PR arm for the drug companies (Big
Pharma). 7) Regime journalists do the bid-
ding of the politicians and bureaucrats. 8)
The media covers up the truth and unscru-
pulously keeps the public in the dark as to
real solutions. 9) Dr. Kishore sees the media
as promoting the alternative lifestyle agenda,
supporting communities that use drugs in
greater quantities (based on his clinical expe-
rience working with 250,000 patients). 10)
The media serve as a mouthpiece for various
powerful interests, transmuting journalism
into propaganda.

18. The ten teeth of the political/bureaucracy
industry (some of which are educated infer-
ences based on direct observations made by
Dr. Kishore) are these: 1) Politicians need
money, and drug money from the illicit
drug industry comes in handy. 2) Money
and political power are bed partners, a likely
reason drug dealers get released so quickly
through South Bay where Dr. Kishore was
incarcerated. 3) The hunger for power and
the hunger for addictive drugs are similar;
those who run for office tend to have addic-
tion problems and are less willing to do what
is right because they’re scared for their own

¢ skin (Dr. Kishore’s examples are redacted

for his own safety). 4) The bureaucrats who
wrote the so-called medical marijuana regu-
lations have bolted to the industry side and
own the clinics! Ethics disappears as greed
reigns supreme. 5) The so-called revolving
door brings in addicts into bureaucracy. Mi-
chael Botticelli is an example of one who in
turn takes care of his own (with a $27 billion
budget) with the money circulating in a tight
circle (Dr. Kishore sees cronyism at work
here that should never have arisen). 6) Don’t
Ask Don't Tell is the watchword, so that
money continues to be spent on non-work-
ing programs to ensure job security. 7) Ig-
norance is the common coin of bureaucracy,
which remains inadequately informed about
the complex aspects of human care. 8) When
politicians rattle their sabers, bureaucrats
reap the benefits of the resulting political
thunder. 9) Inertia disallows a business-like
approach to problems. Politicians and bu-
reaucrats follow a basis for action not defined
by any conventional wisdom. 10) Narcissistic
know-it-alls dominate this industry, meaning
humility and the search for true, accurate
information is alien to them.

19. http://www.theguardian.com/
books/2015/dec/26/man-who-exposed-lie-

war-on-drugs-roberto-saviano-ed-vulliamy

20. hteps://www.bostonglobe.com/
metro/2015/12/08/long-lasting-addiction-
treatment-raises-hopes-for-inmates-return-
community/I813jvI3DmY7N]2n7AtaCP/
story.htm?p1=Article_Recommended_Ar-
ticleText

21. In a previous article we showed how a
pro-Vivitrol media puff piece featuring a
patient of Dr. Kishore’s never mentioned
the name Kishore by carefully editing the
patient’s quoted words.

22. https://ori.hhs.gov/education/products/
ucla/chapter4/Chapter4.pdf

23. http://www.newsobserver.com/news/lo-
cal/education/article53691280.html

24. ibid. The 75 percent unreproducible
(read: essentially fraudulent) journal results
were detected by Bayer, while the 88 percent
fraudulent results (47 out of 53 journal
articles) were detected by Amgen.

25. “Laying out the path from pills to
heroin,” Matt Pierce, The Los Angeles Times,

. April 12, 2015, F14. Pierce was interviewing

Sam Quinones, author of Dreamiand: The
True lale of Americas Opiate Epidemic. Pierce
had asked Quinones to “explain how a single
paragraph of medical literature propelled the
Oxycontin epidemic.” Today’s errors travel
just as quickly, and just as far and wide.

26. http://www.cbc.ca/beta/news/canada/
newfoundland-labrador/methadone-
program-pioneer-now-says-it-isn-t-work-
ing-1.3234892

27. ibid.

28. http://m.newburyportnews.com/
news/local_news/advocates-warn-against-
drug-based-treatment-for-addiction/
article_31dff39d-9782-54eb-914e-
4b2421bda3be.html?mode=jqm. Metha-
done advocate Hilary Jacobs was quick to
counterattack to protect the status quo:
htep:/fwww.newburyportnews.com/opin-
ion/medication-assisted-addiction-treat-
ment-works/article_995aa78¢c-8151-5962
9294-7td58681¢389.html?mode=jqm

29. Sidney Schnoll, VP of Pharmaceutical
Risk Management at Pinney Associates,
Inc., makes this critical observation about
Narcan (naloxone) and Suboxone® (bu-
prenorphine): “In discussions I've had with
Frank Vocci, who was leading the NIDA
medications development program when

buprenorphine for opioid treatment was
developed, he indicated that naloxone is
not effective for buprenorphine reversal and
they recommended a respiratory stimu-

lant instead. This fact seems to have been
lost over time. Buprenorphine has a very
high affinity for the mu receptor, which is
higher than naloxone’s affinity. That is why
it doesn’t work.” A somewhat earlier post

in the thread by another contributor had
led to Schnoll’s warning. That earlier post
stated, “At the NJ poison center we have
seen kids get into parents’ and grandparents’
take-home methadone and Suboxone. They
should have naloxone at home.” Schnoll was
correct: a critical fact Aas been lost over time,
leading to this dangerous recommendation
to have naloxone (Narcan) at home, which
simply “doesn’t work” for treating a Subox-
one overdose.

30. The Hippocratic Oath has a faint echo
of this mindset in affirming First Do No
Harm.
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FEATURE ARTICLE

Rushdoony and the Comprehensive

Wth the publi-
cation of R.J.
Rushdoony’s 7he
Institutes of Biblical Law
in 1973, the nature of
the debate about God’s

law changed. The dramatic change is in
the number of the laws that might still

be applicable today. When it is said that

all the laws of the Old Testament are
applicable today, what does that mean?
Was Dr. Rushdoony advocating a return
to 100 percent of the Old Testament
laws? Perhaps not, and here’s why.
Rushdoony reacted to the earlier
practice of codifying the law into moral,
judicial and ceremonial divisions, by
rejecting these divisions. The notion was
that the moral law was obligatory, but
the judicial and ceremonial laws have
now “expired” except for the “general
equity thereof.” This was a minimalist
approach to the law, and Rushdoony

laws, it became a matter of definition
for Rushdoony. A judicial law was at the
same time a moral law and therefore still
applicable.

In commenting upon the Wesz-
minster Confession of Faith, Rushdoony
wrote,

In Chapter XIX, “Of the Law of God,”
one of the errors of the Confession ap-
pears, in that Adam is placed under “a
covenant of works,” the law. However,
in paragraph II, it is stated that “This

law, after his fall, continued to be a per- o
. is the attempt to use the word “cer-

- emonial” to describe any laws that are
- neither moral nor judicial. But it doesnt

fect rule of righteousness; and, as such,
was delivered by God upon Mount
Sinai, in ten commandments, and writ-

Law of God Today

by lan Hodge, Ph.D.

ten in two tables.” The law is thus seen
as the rule of righteousness, i.c., the way
of sanctification. However, in paragraph
IV, without any confirmation from
Scripture, it is held that the “judicial
laws” of the Bible “expired” with the
Old Testament. We have previously
seen how impossible it is to separate

divines suggested. In what respect is
“Thou shalt not steal” valid as moral
law, and not valid as civil or judicial
law? If we insist on this distinction, we
are saying that the state is free to steal,
and is beyond law, whereas the indi-
vidual is under the law. At this point,

the Confession is guilty of nonsense.!

In other words, Rushdoony is
suggesting it is impossible to define a
judicial law that is not, at the same time,

- a moral law. In which case the categories
- become rather superficial and meaning-
- less, unless it is referring to the laws that

: ‘ _ Ony ' are to be implemented in the civil realm.
rejected it. In the instance of the judicial !

But these would still be moral laws.

When it comes to the ceremonial
laws, Rushdoony has a different objec-
tion.

One of the problems with any un-
derstanding of these laws governing
sacrifices for sin is that they are usually
described as ceremonial laws. Although
so termed by excellent scholars, it is, I
believe, a serious distortion of Scripture
... The word ceremony trivializes atone-
ment, and all sacrifices generally.?

It seems that a part of the problem

work. The law concerning the wearing
of tassels (Num. 15:371f.) hardly fits
into the category of “ceremony.” Nor
do the laws concerning food qualify

as “ceremony.” Just as the requirement

- for avoiding garments of mixed thread
. are an imposition on the life-style of
any law of Scripture as the Westminster the believer, they can hardly be called
- “ceremonial.” So, too, the prohibi-

. tion on sowing the field with both ox

and ass or planting a field with mixed
seed (Deut. 22:9-11). Rushdoony also
draws attention to the prohibition on
dressing in garments of the opposite sex
(Deut. 22:5).3 In other words, there are
laws that do not seem to fit under the
umbrella of either “judicial” or “cer-
emonial.” That is the opinion of Dr.
Rushdoony, and it seems a reasonable

. opinion.

So, for Rushdoony, the word “cer-

- emonial” distorts Scripture by trivializ-
- ing the atonement and all sacrifices. The
- word “ceremony” connotes the idea that

the sacrifices were “merely” ceremonial.
But they are much more than that. Now
Rushdoony is not arguing for a return
to the laws of sacrifice. But he is not
content with simply dismissing them.
Nor is he saying that the category often
referred to as “ceremonial” does not
exist. It is the naming of the category to
which he is objecting, and what it refers

. to.

The sacrificial system is indeed ended
since our Lord’s vicarious sacrifice, but
there is much to these laws of perma-
nent validity. By God’s providential

government, these laws of sacrifice are a

12 Faith for All of Life | January/February 2016

www.chalcedon.edu



part of His infallible law-word. If their
relevance was only until Christ’s death,
then why are they a part of His word?

Or, why not skip over them in reading
the Bible?*

Unfortunately, Dr. Rushdoony did
not answer his own questions for us and
explain those components that are of
“permanent validity.” It seems he has left
this task for a future generation.

Now the question that arises is this
one: because Rushdoony rejected the
traditional understanding of “judicial”
and “ceremonial,” did he therefore reject
any categories of the law of God? Not
necessarily. In another place, he speaks
of the “military laws” of Scripture.” So
he is not devoid of categories; he simply
rejects the traditional ones or the nam-
ing of them.

Thus it comes as a surprise to find
one pastor writing, “I disagree with
RJR and find him full of bunk when
he attacks the division of the law into
Ceremonial, Moral, and Civil. I under-
stand that those divisions need to have
elasticity but to want to completely get
rid of those categories of thought is just
stupid.”

So the question is: Does Dr. Rush-
doony want to “completely get rid of”
these categories? Simply because no
one can propetly define “judicial” laws
as distinct from “moral” law is not an
argument that Rushdoony does not
want categories of the law. And simply
because Rushdoony has trouble with the
meaning of “ceremonial” is hardly an
argument that “he wants to completely
get rid of these categories.”

What Rushdoony is asking for is
definitions—clear definitions. And here
the critic of Rushdoony is unhelpful.
Later on, the same writer suggested,
“Without these kind of distinctions
(Bahnsen used slightly different distinc-
tions but still used them) it strikes me as
impossible to not be a Judaizer.” Now

- aJudaizer is usually considered to be

. one who swaps law for grace. So here it
. is with a veiled suggestion that Rush-
doony might be a closet Judaizer, about
. as preposterous a suggestion as could be

made.

Another writer contributed to the
discussion by suggesting the “carnal or-
dinances” of Hebrews 9:10 were the tip-
ping point at which one would become
a Judaizer. When asked to clarify these
“carnal ordinances” the writer never re-
sponded. But in the context of Hebrews
9, where it is speaking of the Holy Place

- and the Most Holy Place, the “carnal
- ordinance™ are those things done by

the High Priest in the Most Holy Place,
- which he entered but once a year.

Now, I don't know anyone who is
brave enough to suggest Dr. Rushdoony
was asking for a return of the role of the
High Priest and the Most Holy Place,
and a reinstitution of the laws that
governed the High Priest while he was
in that place. In which case, Rushdoony
is not asking for a reinstitution of a// the
laws of the Old Testament. There are
some that, by their very nature, could

. not be reinstituted anyway, such as the
. laws that divide the land of Canaan
- among the twelve tribes of Israel, or
- some of the laws particular to the tribe

of Levi, and in particular, the family of
Aaron.

So now we are left with the accusa-
tion that those who reject the tradi-
tional tri-fold division of the law might
become “Judaizers.” This conclusion is,
in logic, known as a non sequitur. It’s a
non sequitur because the conclusion is
not necessary from the premise. It is not
the divisions of the laws that make you

- a Judaizer, nor is it the number of laws

- you keep that make you a Judaizer. A

- Judaizer is one who misuses the law by
. swapping law for grace. Thus even the

- suggestion that it is the “carnal ordi-

. nances” that might make you a Judaizer

is also a non sequitur, unless it can be

- shown that these laws were, in their

. original intent, a means of salvation. Yet,
- according to the writer of the Hebrews

. epistle, “According to this arrange-

ment, gifts and sacrifices are offered that
cannot perfect the conscience of the
worshiper” (Heb. 9:9). In other words,
the Old Testament laws at this point did
not save anyone.

Even if someone did call for a rein-
stitution of 100 percent of the Old Tes-
tament laws, this would still not make
that person a Judaizer. Such an idea

- would, of course, have a great problem

- with the remainder of Hebrews 9 which
. outlines the difference between the Old
- Testament High Priest and Christ, the

. new High Priest. One entered into the

Most Holy Place with the blood of bulls
and goats, while the other High Priest
entered into a spiritual Most Holy Place
with His own shed blood.

Why, then, this attack on Rush-
doony? I can only guess. Perhaps the
critic thinks Rushdoony goes too far
with his call back to Old Testament law.
But if that is the case, the critic needs to

. publish his own “Institutes of Biblical

- Law” laying out which of the Old Testa-
- ment laws apply today and why. At least
- Rushdoony did that much. His critics

- don’t even try.

The comprehensiveness of the law
of God thus refers to all the laws that are
still applicable today and which should
be implemented. It is not a universal call
to implement all of the Old Testament
laws—just those that are still applicable.

Having written that, I am aware of a
hermeneutical problem in discussing the
Old Testament/New Testament continu-

- ity. The hermeneutic for laying out what
. is and what is not applicable is not clear,
- nor is it universally acceptable as being
. the “correct” hermeneutic. It is a major
. issue missing from the Reconstruction-

Continued on page 24
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FEATURE ARTICLE

Self-Defense from a Biblical Perspective

he only time I have

had a black eye
was in 1991 during my
second-degree brown
belt promotion test in
Kenpo Karate. These

rights of passage included a vigorous
two-plus-hour ordeal where the candi-
date for advancement had to demon-
strate proficiency in the various moves
from previous belt levels. Additionally,
one also had to withstand simulated
attacks from the men who were black
belts who ran the test. My “shiner” re-
sulted when I did not deflect an incom-
ing punch in a timely manner.

By this time, I had been studying
martial arts for six years, yet this was
my first experience with a full punch to
the face. That was a remarkable record
considering I was thirty-seven years old
at the time. You see, girls do not cus-
tomarily fistfight when they are at odds
with each other; rather, they give way to
pulling hair and kicking. Surprisingly,
the blow to my face was not as bad as
had imagined one would be. With the
adrenalin rush, [ was able to successfully
complete the process and pass the test!

I attribute this accomplishment, in
part, to my hard work and physical con-
ditioning, but also because of the reason
I pursued proficiency in self-defense in
the first place. As a Christian, I knew
there were priorities set forth in Scrip-
ture that required that I prepare myself
to maneuver through a sinful world.

Since then, I have combined my
knowledge of God’s Word with the
techniques and perspectives I gained
through martial arts to present seminars

by Andrea Schwartz

to women highlighting self-defense from
- to respond in the case of threatening
. situations.

a Christian/Biblical perspective. I begin

. these seminars by pointing out that

- three of the Ten Commandments (the
fifth, sixth, and seventh) are pertinent to
- Bible requires that a woman cry out in

this discussion.

The Morality of Self-Defense

Since it is wrong to kill, failing to
defend our life or the life of another
violates the fifth commandment. Since

- adultery (and all fornication) is prohib-
- ited, women must value their mar-

riage (or future one) enough to protect
themselves in keeping with the sixth
commandment. In addition, theft of

opposition based on the seventh com-
mandment.
This flies in the face of many

- recommendations given to women
- either explicitly or implicitly by our

modern culture. Too often, women are
instructed to cooperate with an assail-

- antto avoid being killed. This avoids
- the fact that God’s penalty for rape and

kidnapping is the same as for murder—

death. Therefore, it is faulty reasoning
to assume that preserving one’s life is

- the utmost priority. Because women
- are vulnerable to physical and sexual

attacks due to the disparity between the
strength and size of men and women,
it is important for women to follow

- the dictates of God’s Word in Proverbs
© 31:17, “She girds herself with strength,

And strengthens her arms.” The Bible
does not call for flimsy, weak women.

- Strength of character and physical
. strength are both to be pursued. By
- standing firmly on a Biblical worldview,

a woman can prepare herself to be ready
Unlike the modern recommenda-
tion to cooperate with an assailant, the

the case of a sexual assault. In fact, she
should do so in order to dismiss any

- doubt that she is a willing participant.
. The only time this is not required is

when the assault is taking place in a lo-
cation where she cannot be heard. This

- does not preclude her crying out; rather,

it makes allowance for the fact that her
cries would not be effective (Deuter-

. . . oo : onomy 22:25-28).
- any kind (including one’s virginity, chas-

. tity, and purity) appropriately deserves

Judd Wilson, a military veteran,
addresses this passage in his essay, “The

- Biblical Duty of Self-Defense™

I have a wife and a tiny, infant
daughter. Those women are the most
important people on this planet to me.
Like other Christian men, I have been
commanded by God to love my wife as
Christ loves His church and to raise my
daughter in the fear and admonition of
the Lord. But in the face of a palpable
silence in the evangelical world regard-
ing this subject, I pose a question. Do I
not have the duty to protect them from
physical harm?

The Bible says, “Thou shalt not tempt
the Lord thy God” (Matt. 4:7). Citing
this verse, the Lord refused Satan’s call
to recklessly jump off the temple, and
in so doing to deny Biblical common
sense in favor of supernatural deliver-
ance. If I send my wife and daughter
to the grocery store, the grandparents’
house, or anywhere else, unprepared to
deal with this world full of scheming,
depraved sinners, have I not broken this
commandment?
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I’'m not saying that we should discount
God’s protection and blessing or the
customary decency of many citizens;
but if T neglected to check the oil, the
gas, and the tires before setting out on
a road trip, would I not be to blame if
we ended up stranded on the side of a
road somewhere? I must conclude then
that I have a duty to prepare my gitls to
defend themselves and that I must be
able to defend myself as well.!

Some may argue that Deuteronomy
22:25-28 is antiquated and does not
reflect modern life. They submit that
there are circumstances whereby a
woman is tricked or manipulated into
compromising situations by a person
who is powerful and who may discredit
her account. This is why the other ad-
monitions in Scripture regarding mod-
esty, prudence, integrity, and remaining
under the care and protection of family
are so important. Instead of making
this an issue of women’s rights and the
double standard that exists in human-
istic culture, the Bible calls for women
to cherish their bodies as temples of the
Holy Spirit and protect their sexual-
ity in a pre-emptive way. As the saying
goes, “An ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of cure.”

Today it is standard practice to
move outside the protection and cover-
ing of one’s family and blithely assume
that bad things should not happen to
good people. Coupled with the low pri-
ority often given to modesty and godli-
ness, females leave the door open to be
disbelieved and challenged when there
is a charge of rape or abuse. Regardless
of whether or not it should be this way,
the credibility of a woman who forni-
cates when she chooses to do so, and
then expects allegations of rape to be
believed unquestionably, will be called
into question. Proverbs 20:11 tells us,
“Even a child makes himself known
by his acts, by whether his conduct is
pure and upright.” In a like manner, the

The entire subject of self-
defense opens the door to
discussion about important
and pertinent issues of our day.
Rather than merely shielding
ourselves and our children
from the sinful, humanistic
culture surrounding us, and its
infiltration into our churches,
we should be establishing a firm

Biblical foundation of a godly,

these issues.

character of a godly woman should be
so well known, that her words are taken
seriously and her testimony believed.”
Many passages in the Bible advise
that avoiding certain behaviors is a
protection against the wickedness that
exists in the world. What often seems
like prudery or overprotectiveness to the
young person who wants to experience

- excitement in life is in actuality God’s
- safeguard. This does not mean that
- women should not pursue education,

employment, or activities outside the
home. Rather, it is a prescription for do-
ing all these things under the protection
and covering of her family. Only the
fool has to learn everything by personal
experience. Therefore, adhering to the
guidelines of the Creator is more than
commendable; it is vital.

Once this perspective is embraced,
the process of learning how to de-
fend oneself is the next priority. Good

. physical conditioning gives opportu-

. nity to escape from a perpetrator and/
. or dangerous environment should the
. situation arise. Often this is all that is
" needed. Being weak and lethargic due to

. excessive weight or muscular weakness

. makes a woman more likely to be taken
. advantage of. Being physically fit is not

- anathema to femininity. When a woman

is in better physical health and carries
herself with godly deportment, she
makes herself a less vulnerable target.
Good instruction as to how to
defend oneself is available all over the
internet, and various videos and articles
abound about effective means to ward
off an attacker. While it is good to get
some hands-on training, there is much
to be learned by educating yourself
online. This is also an effective way for

dominion-oriented response to | Parents train both daughters and sons

. to be able to be pro-active in this area.

3

Problems under the Radar
Along with learning that being
punched in the face was not as bad as I
had anticipated, I also learned how un-
comfortable people were even to broach
the subject with me when they saw me
at church or at homeschool gatherings.

In fact, their discomfort was palpable
and almost funny. No one wanted

to ask the obvious question, “What
happened to you?” I must admit that I
relished seeing how proficient they were

- at avoiding the “elephant in the room.”
- Since I was not ashamed of my “shiner,”
- 1did not attempt to conceal it with

makeup. The only people who would
confront me head-on were children who
would ask unapologetically, “What hap-
pened to your eye?”

This brings me to the unpleasant
subject of sexual or physical miscon-
duct/abuse on the part of one spouse
to another, or a parent to a child. One
does not have to look very far to learn of
the tragic stories of people who endured

years of being taken advantage of by
- someone they trusted. The question
- arises: Why did these occurrences re-
main secret? What social norms existed
- within the circles that gave precedence

to exchanging niceties over unearthing
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real problems within their midst? Why
aren’t these subjects broached from the
pulpie?

Judd Wilson goes on to note:

We read about this duty of self-defense
in Deuteronomy 22:23-27, which
teaches us that when threatened with
rape, a woman has the obligation to
resist her attacker by screaming for help.
The principle implicit here is that this
crime is something to be resisted, not
acquiesced to. Verses 23—24 mention
the case of a woman who is attacked
while in a town. It specifies that if she
does not scream for help, she is to be
stoned to death along with the rapist.
Why? Because she is obliged to resist.
[Emphasis mine.]

This is not the law of some cruel and
unjust God; it is the law of a God who
sharply differentiates between good and
evil. As Matthew Henry writes on these
verses, the assumption here is that in

a town or other populated area, when

a woman cried out for help, rescu-

ers “might speedily have come in to
prevent the injury offered her.” In the
case of a sexual assault, that help must
be immediate. We can conclude, then,
that Israelite city dwellers were not to
be couch potatoes, but instead vigilant,
manly individuals capable of physically
overcoming a criminal or a group of
criminals.

Verses 25-27 specify that in the case

of a woman raped in the countryside,
where there is no one to hear her cry for
help, only the rapist must die, for “as
when a man riseth against his neigh-
bour, and slayeth him, even so is this
matter: For he found her in the field,
and the betrothed damsel cried, and
there was none to save her.” Again, the
woman is obligated to resist, [Empha-

sis mine] and her fellow Israelites are
obligated to rescue her. We also see that
the Israelites were expected to know
how to help her. Clearly a girl today,
just as then, is better off knowing how
to defend herself if she is caught alone

with “no one to rescue her.”*

One of the safeguards of the Bible’s
directive for a woman to cry out is
that it puts the offender on notice. Too
many, unaware of this aspect of the

law-word of God, tragically felt they

had to endure vile treatment from a
family member or trusted friend, feeling
personal shame and guilt. This is why

- learning Biblical law is a priority: it
. serves as a protection and shield. Such

knowledgeable application may not pre-
vent a first offense, but certainly would
avert repeated ones. Thus, the com-

- mand for a woman to cry out and pur-
- sue justice goes beyond the occurrence

of the actual attack. It means a speedy
reporting to those who can help her,

. rather than concealing the offense for
. years. Moreover, as Judd Wilson points

out, the congregation was expected to
know how to help her.
Regardless of the “good reasons” to

- avoid letting someone know that a vio-
- lation has taken place (threats of retali-

ation or accusations of lying), knowing
that one is acting in obedience to God’s
law provides strength. Also knowing

. that there are people ready, willing, and
- able to help encourages openness. When

we are told to seek first the Kingdom of
God and His righteousness, it is impor-

tant to note that the words “righteous-
- ness” and “justice” are synonymous. We

have a duty to see that justice is served,
but it cannot be a solo effort. An aspect
of God’s establishing the institutions

- of both church and state was and is to
- serve as protection for the family in its

Kingdom work. Pride, scarred reputa-

tions, or potentially bad press are not

sufficient excuses to sacrifice justice.
Too many church people embrace a

| culture of superficiality, priding them-

selves in minding their own business

to avoid being labelled busybodies.

- This flies in the face of the passage in
¢ Galatians that instructs us to bear one
© another’s burdens as the fulfillment of

. the law of Christ (Gal. 6:2). The body

of Christ must do more than decry the
bad behavior of the heathen; we must
deal with the wolves that maintain free

- access within churches with members
- who value politeness over community.

The entire subject of self-defense
opens the door to discussion about

- important and pertinent issues of our

- day. Rather than merely shielding our-

selves and our children from the sinful,
humanistic culture surrounding us, and
its infiltration into our churches, we

- should be establishing a firm Biblical

- foundation of a godly, dominion-orient-

ed response to these issues. Prioritizing
the clear commands and boundaries of
Scripture, and carrying them out, will

. do much to avoid unnecessary suffering.

The prudent sees danger and hides
himself, but the simple go on and
suffer for it. (Prov. 22:3)

i Andrea Schwartz is the Chalcedon

. Foundation’s active proponent of Christian

education and matters relating to the family.
She’s the author of five books dealing
with homeschooling and the family. Her

. latest book is Woman of the House. She
. oversees the Chalcedon Teacher Training

Institute (www.ctti.org) and continues

to mentor, lecture, and teach. Visit her
website www.thekingdomdrivenfamily.com.
She lives in San Jose with her husband of

- 39 years. She can be reached by email at
- WordsFromAndrea@gmail.com.

1. heep://chalcedon.edu/faith-for-all-of-life/
theocracy-now/the-biblical-duty-of-self-

defense/
L. Teaching and applying the Biblical

teaching that perjurers (those who give false
testimony) are subject to whatever punish-
ments that would be levied against those

. they accuse, would lessen false accusations.

3. There are also many classes available

throughout most communities. Be sure to
check that your instructors are competent
and certified in the techniques they teach.

. 4. See Endnote 1.
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BooK REVIEW

Can Movies Be Claimed for Christ’s Kingdom?

How to Succeed in Hollywood (Without Losing Your Soul)
by Ted Baehr (Washington D.C: WND Books, 2011)

Outside Hollywood: The Young Christian’s Guide to Vocational Filmmaking
by Isaac Botkin (San Antonio, TX: Vision Forum Ministries, 2007)

Hollywood Worldviews: Watching Films with Wisdom and Discernment
by Brian Godawa (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2002)

The Culture-Wise Family

by Ted Baehr and Pat Boone (Ventura, CA: Regal, 2007)

Movies and televi-
sion are a huge
8 part of the popular cul-
Who knows how many
hours we spend, in a
lifetime, passively watching images cre-
ated by someone else to tell us a story?

None of this existed until the twen-
tieth century. Before that, there were no
movies. That’s hard for most of us to
imagine.

How we view the world around us,
what we believe, or fear, or hope for,
what we think is good or bad, what we
desire or detest, love or hate—all of this
takes an outward form, which is our
culture. And at the same time, as we
absorb our culture by taking part in it,
the culture influences what’s inside our
minds and incessantly preaches to our
souls.

Watching movies is a form of self-

sitting in a lecture hall or even a church.
Movie makers and their sponsors

have known this for a long time, and

acted according to their knowledge.

ture in which we all live.

Multi-Book Review by Lee Duigon

How Much Time?

What if we spent as much time in
church, in school, or with our families
as we do watching TV or going to the
movies? Ted Baehr’s Movieguide website
(www.movieguide.org) has some light to
shed on this question.

By the time a child is seventeen

. years old, says Bachr, he has spent some
63,000 hours of his life being “tutored”
- by TV and movies—compared to

- 11,000 hours in school (83 percent less
- than the media figure), 2,000 hours

with his parents (96 percent less),
and 800 hours in church (99 percent
less) (Bachr, p. xxvii). For all practical
purposes, there is no comparison. Time
spent in the media wins, hands down.

I doubt even the pastor spends
63,000 hours in church over seventeen
years, and who in the congregation

- would even have the opportunity to
- spend that much time in church?
education. It’s not all that different from !

We have made the entertainment

. media the primary instructors of our
- children—and, perhaps, ourselves.

Isaac Botkin asks: “How does

Hollywood perpetuate and spread

an internal culture that is so stupid it
doesn’t even know it’s stupid?” and adds,
“They seem to exist in a kind of energy
that makes Hollywood a perpetual mo-
tion machine. That energy is ideology,
and it inspires the insiders to maintain
Hollywood as a self-policing gulag of

self-congratulating leftist narcissism”

-~ (Botkin, p. 71).

What we have in these four books is

- akind of seminar that ponders the ques-
. tion of whether, and how, this powerful,
. pervasive entertainment media can be

harnessed to the service of Christ’s King-
dom. It’s just about impossible to ignore
it and impractical to avoid it, and we
can’t get rid of it—so can we, instead,
turn it to constructive, God-honoring
use?

Because if we can’t, or won’, it will
go on wreaking havoc with our culture

- and undermining Christianity’s influ-
- ence on our civilization.

Christians in Hollywood—Or Not
In How to Succeed in Hollywood, by

Ted Bachr, and Outside Hollywood, by
- Isaac Botkin, we have opposing views.
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Bacehr is founder and publisher of
Movieguide and chairman of the Chris-
tian Film and Television Commission.
A long-time observer, student, and critic
of the entertainment industry, he seems
to know practically everyone in the
business. We can call him a Hollywood
insider, albeit a Christian one.

Isaac Botkin is an independent
Christian filmmaker who has done his
work outside of Hollywood, following
in his father’s footsteps. I don’t think
hed object to being termed a Holly-
wood outsider.

Bachr interviews Christians who
work in Hollywood in every aspect of
movie-making, from preproduction to
postproduction—actors, directors, and
writers, producers, cameramen, distribu-
tors: name the job in Hollywood, and
Ted Baehr knows a Christian who’s
doing it. And thanks to them, he argues,
Hollywood is measurably, demonstrably,
making more movies that are whole-
some, family-friendly, and informed by
a Christian worldview.

More, but by no means all.

Botkin isn't buying it. Thanks to
new technology, and new ways of get-
ting the finished product to the public,
he says, the filmmaker has less and less
need of Hollywood—and much less
need to expose himself and his art to
Hollywood’s toxic, narcissistic, anti-
Christian culture. Much of his book is
devoted to telling you how to make and
market movies without Hollywood.

Happily, we don’t have to decide
who’s right. Bachr doesn’t say Hol-
lywood had stopped making sleazy,
nihilistic films. But he does have the
facts and figures to prove that those
movies do poorly at the box office and
are consistently outperformed, more so
every year, by films infused with Chris-
tian values. He hits that point again and
again.

But even the “Christian” movies

With a preacher’s sermon,
or a professor’s lecture, you
either listen or you don’t. But a
movie comes at you in so many
different ways, all at once, and
without appearing to make
demands on you. It captures
you without your even knowing

you've been captured.

and TV coming out of Hollywood, says
Botkin, are seriously flawed. He cites
Little House on the Prairie—a TV classic
with a high “Christian” reputation—as
an example: “It ... violates the Third
and Ninth Commandments by misrep-
resenting God’s sovereign authority and
falsely recreating. .. history... [I]f young
viewers don’t understand the difference
between the worldviews of the fictional
TV Ingalls family and the real, historical
Ingalls family, they will be confused and
defiled by inexcusable historical revi-
sionism” (p. 17).

Harsh—but there’s this to be con-
sidered.

“Christian” movies and TV can nev-
er be more Biblically correct, doctrinally
pure, or spiritually right than the Chris-
tians who are making them. Which is
why Christian Reconstruction stands
for the re-Christianization of the entire
culture, not just pieces of it—although
it is usually enough for the individual
Christian to work on his own little piece
of it. True reconstruction requires the
labors of many, many Christians on the
broadest possible front—each individual
heart and mind, the family, the church,
our education system, our government,
our businesses: and, yes, our movies,
t0o.

We need not presume a Hollywood

- conspiracy to confuse and corrupt the

Christian movie makers. It's much more
likely that, whatever the defects in their
Christian understanding, they brought
those with them when they went to
Hollywood.

The Finished Product

In these first two books you will
find everything you would ever want
to know about how to make a movie,
in or out of Hollywood, from the first
germ of an idea to the theatrical release
or the airing of a show on television.
There’s enough technical information
here to make it rather overwhelming. By
the time youre done reading, you will
certainly understand why movies cost so
much to make.

But what happens with the finished
product—when the ball is in our court,
as viewers and consumers?

Brian Godawa is a professional
Hollywood screenwriter. His books are
about how to watch movies, and how
to protect our children and ourselves
from being instructed in ungodliness.
He wants us to be able to “decode” a
film and discern exactly what it’s saying
to us.

Any Christian can resist a bald state-
ment like “There is no God.” But what
if you watch a hundred movies that
never come out and say there is no God,
but instead present us with characters
and stories—often in an engaging or
amusing way—in which God is simply
absent? Not even considered, not rel-
evant: not there. This describes the vast
majority of movies that we see, and I
would suggest that they collectively, and
subtly, deliver a message: “God is not
present in these stories, so why should
He be present in yours?”

We need to understand what mov-
ies are actually saying to us, and thats
where Godawa comes in. “Well, here it
is: Movie Appreciation 101. What fol-

lows are the confessions of a screenwrit-

18 Faith for All of Life | January/February 2016

www.chalcedon.edu



er: how we storytellers try to influence
you, the audience, with our worldviews”
(p- 20).

Most of the movies we see, writes
Godawa, are informed by one of a
few worldviews: existentialism (Forrest
Gump); nihilism (assorted Woody Allen
films); postmodernism (Pulp Fiction);
fate (Cast Away); emergent evolution
(various android or robot stories, e.g.,
Artificial Intelligence); and, of course,
Neopaganism (Final Fantasy: The Spirits
Within).

Godawa analyzes each of these
worldviews in depth, providing numer-
ous cinematic examples of each one,
and alerting the viewer what to look for
so he can identify the worldview being
presented by the film. This is a valuable
service. Much of the damage done by
movies is done to us subliminally while
we're just sitting there, thinking—if
we think anything at all—*“Well, it’s
only a movie.” The message slips easily
past our unactivated defenses. But with
Godawa’s help, we learn how to activate
those defenses.

Protecting Our Families

Those moving pictures on the
screen, along with sound and lighting
effects, and music, plus exotic locations,
car chases, fights, gorgeous movie stars
and snappy dialogue, explosions, mys-
teries, suspense, romance—it all encour-
ages us to watch the movie passively, just
taking it in, with little or no thought as
to what we're taking in. Indeed, things
happen so fast in a movie that we really
have no time to think about them. With
a preacher’s sermon, or a professor’s lec-
ture, you either listen or you don’t. But a
movie comes at you in so many different
ways, all at once, and without appearing
to make demands on you. It captures
you without your even knowing you've
been captured.

In The Culture-Wise Family, Ted

Bachr teams up with Pat Boone, iconic

- popular singer and movie star, who has

lived and worked in Hollywood for
most of his life and raised his children
there—all the while maintaining a solid
Christian family and doing whatever he
can to keep a Christian bridgehead in
Tinsel Town.

Co-author Ted Baehr writes,

“[W]e will attempt to ... lay the
foundation for developing the wisdom
necessary for you to become more than
conquerors over the toxic influences of
the culture and the mass media of enter-
tainment” (p. 28).

Good advice abounds in this book:
“[W]e should recognize that even the
most innocuous and lightweight movie,
video program or musical performance
(or parable) will teach some kind of
message that may influence the think-
ing and behavior of millions, and even
billions, of people, including children
and teenagers. We must be really wise,
therefore, in what kind of entertain-
ment products that we and our families
consume” (p. 154). Boone, Bachr, and a
few other commentators go on to teach
how movies and TV shows transmit
values, principles, and worldviews—and
how we viewers can avoid being caught

napping.

Can the Media Be Tamed?

Who hasn’t noticed how a popu-
lar character from a hit TV show—or
maybe some detail of the character’s
dress, or a favorite catch-phrase, or some
other little detail of the show—catches
on? I used to know someone who went
around insulting and baiting all his
friends because he was a M*A*SH*
fanatic and that’s how Alan Alda’s char-
acter behaved on M*A*SH*. I've also
known persons who named their babies
after TV characters.

But movies and TV do more than
just seep into our speech and manner-
isms. They seep into our souls.

There are Christians making movies

- in Hollywood. There are Christians

making movies independently. Some of
these are very good and some are not.
(Al of these authors object to “Christian
movies” in which “Christian stuff” is
just slapped on, like a decal, to unin-
spired imitations of the secular prod-
uct.) How valuable a movie will be as

a Christian resource will depend, more
or less, on how good are the Christians
who created it. Don't expect great Bibli-
cal insights from Christians who have
only a nodding acquaintance with the
Bible.

And while we're waiting for more
and better Christian movies to be made,
we viewers ought to take care not to
let our “entertainment” suck us into an
anti-Christian or pseudo-Christian way
of thinking,.

Movies and TV are forms of story-
telling, and storytelling is basic to hu-
man nature, part and parcel of the way
God made us. It will not go away.

What really matters is whether these
media can be captured for Christ and
put to His service. We aren't going to
be able to get people to spend as much
time in church as they do watching
movies and TV. No—we have to try to
redeem the time spent watching movies
and TV.

Those media are too powerful to
ignore, and must not be conceded to the
ungodly. £y

Lee Duigon is a Christian freelance writer
and contributing editor for Faith for All
of Life. He has been a newspaper editor
and reporter and is the author of the Be//
Mountain Series of novels.
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BooK REVIEW

The Graveyard

by Neil Gaiman (HarperCollins Children’s Books, New York: 2008)

because it’s full of
sleaze, carries an im-
moral message, or is just
plain idiotic—not to

il | mention books that are
all of the above.
But Neil Gaiman’s 7he Graveyard

Book won the highest award you can

win for children’s fiction: the John New-

bery Medal “for the most distinguished
contribution to American literature for
children.” And I'd be willing to bet that
Gaiman, a Briton, is the only living
author who has won the Newbery, the
Nebula (for best science fiction pub-
lished in the U.S.A.), and the Hugo
Award (best science fiction published
anywhere). He has enjoyed just about all
the success that can come to an author.
It’s quite a combination—a prestige
book by a highly-acclaimed author.
What could possibly be wrong with
that? After all, aren’t we talking about
a Young Adults fiction market chock-
full of books about witchcraft, sexual

anarchy, paganism, and open hostility

won by books fitting one or more of
those descriptions.

The Graveyard Book is not overtly
sleazy. Amazingly, there’s no graphic
sexual imagery in it at all. There is a cer-
tain amount of violence, but the author
doesn’t dwell on it. There isn’t even any
profanity.

No—what we have here is a clever-
ly-conceived and very skillfully written
story: easy to see why it won a medal.

ts easy to bash a book

Review by Lee Duigon

This edition even includes Gaiman’s ac-
. ceptance speech to the Newbery Com-
- mittee, on how he came to be a writer,

and to write this particular novel.

But for all its good points—and I
have to admit I enjoyed the story—this
is not a book that I can recommend.

Let me tell you why.

Growing Up in a Graveyard

As a young reader, an enthusias-
tic reader who couldn’t get enough of
books, Gaiman tells us in his speech, his
all-time favorite was Rudyard Kipling’s
classic, The Jungle Books. He consciously

. patterned 7he Graveyard Book on these.

Just as the baby Mowgli escapes be-

ing eaten by an evil tiger, and is adopted

and protected by wolves, with a black
panther as his sponsor, Gaiman tells
the tale of a baby boy whose family is
slaughtered by a serial killer. The baby

. escapes by crawling into a graveyard and !
- being adopted by ghosts, with a vampire
. as his sponsor and protector. The baby
. grows up to be a boy named “Bod”—

.~ short for “Nobody”—and he can never
- leave the shelter of the graveyard ...

to Christianity? Many awards have been . because the killer is always out there,

- somewhere, waiting for him: waiting to
. claim the last of his victims, even as the
- tiger waited for Mowegli.

As he grows toward manhood, Bod

becomes increasingly curious about the

world outside the graveyard. The ghosts
. love him and provide him with inter-

. esting companionship, but eventually

- Bod can't help taking bigger and bigger

. steps into the unknown, and it becomes
. harder and harder for Silas the vampire

to protect him from the killer.
Meanwhile, Bod never runs short of

- interesting experiences right there in the

graveyard, making unusual friends—for
instance, with the ghost of an executed
witch—and probing into its mysteries.
His adventures in a forbidden Neolithic
tomb are weird and fascinating.

All of this makes for a very cool

story, with suspense piled on as Bod
- unknowingly draws closer and closer to

his meeting with the man who killed his
family.

How Clean Is“Clean”?
I can easily imagine some of you

. raising your eyebrows and saying,

“Ghosts? Vampires? And a serial mur-
derer! How unwholesome can you get?
What kind of sleazy story is this to lay
on young readers?”

If that’s your reaction, there is little
risk of your Christianity being unsettled
by this story.

But that’s not everyone’s reaction, is

. it? Even Christians in today’s America,

. far too many of them, are Biblically

- illiterate and poorly taught. They won't
. think The Graveyard Book is dirty.

. Besides, there’s always this: “It’s only a

novel/movie/TV show/whatever! Why
- make a big deal of it?”

Culture, Henry Van Til said, is

. “religion externalized.” It is the outward
. form taken by our beliefs—what we be-
- lieve expresses itself in what we do, what
we create, and how we live. We live in
the culture as fish live in water, con-

- stantly gulping it. The Graveyard Book,

- and all the other books that are pub-
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lished and read, is a little piece of that
culture. And we consume the culture
piece by piece, seldom, or never, think-
ing that what we are doing, by this, is
educating ourselves. We are teaching
ourselves to believe in certain things and
to act in certain ways.

We are teaching ourselves how to
view reality.

Here, for instance, Neil Gaiman
has drawn a scenario based on presup-
positions that are anything but Biblical.
Here we have no judgment, no salva-
tion, no hope of resurrection. When you
die, you become a ghost, existing forever
in a kind of bodiless “life” confined
to the graveyard in which you were
buried. Whether you've done good or
evil in your life, whether you've believed
in Jesus Christ or not, the outcome is
the same—unless, of course, you have
become a vampire instead of a ghost.

But is that so terrible? The ghosts
in this book love, have friendships, con-
verse, and remain exactly the same kind
of people that they were in life. Imagine
an eternity of that.

Not once is God or Jesus Christ
mentioned in this book. The characters
simply go on being who they are, and
neither Father, Son, nor Holy Ghost
has any meaning for them. So here we
have a suggestion—one might even call
it a teaching—that you can get on all
right without a Creator, a Savior, or an
advocate in Heaven.

Too many people already believe
this—or live as if they do.

Imagine a fourteen-year-old child
who has never read the Bible, never
been to church or Sunday school, never
been instructed in God’s ways, and
never had a conversation about any
aspect of Christianity. Now we're talking
about a distressingly large portion of
Mr. Gaiman’s audience.

It’s not that Gaiman has written
something patently objectionable or

- identifiably anti-Christian. If anything,

The Graveyard Book is much “cleaner”
than some other award-winning Young
Adults fiction. It's not like Philip Pull-
man’s His Dark Materials," a protracted
atheist rant disguised as a fantasy trilogy
for young readers. It’s not a blatant pitch
for New Age nature worship, like Scho-
lastic Books™ Spirit Animals series.* Com-
pared to these and others, Gaiman’s book
might seem like a breath of fresh air.

The problem is that he’s writing out
of a worldview in which no hint of God
can be detected. Is this how children are
brought up in Britain these days? In a
culture of casual godlessness?

I'm tempted to say this work resem-
bles The Hunger Games, which is totally
devoid of even the most thoughtless
reference to any kind of religious belief
whatsoever. But in The Hunger Games
I believed this was a purposeful omis-
sion—to what purpose, I am unable to
discover—while in 7he Graveyard Book
I found no hostility to belief in God, no
rejection of Him: just a strong sense that
the author never spares a thought for
God at all. I realize this is a subjective
impression, and may possibly be wrong;
but I have limited myself to what I
found between the covers of the book—
as if [ were a twelve-year-old boy whod
just borrowed it from the local library.

A Pitfall for the Defenseless

Our popular culture is the outward
form taken by our beliefs, our world-
view, what we believe to be important or
unimportant: and then we turn around
and consume the culture—book after
book, movie after movie, passively, un-
thinkingly, and with all the defenseless-
ness that such a lackadaisical approach
can give us.

For many readers, 7he Graveyard
Book will set off no warning buzzers.
Once parents caught on to what Phillip
Pullman was preaching to their children,
they turned away from his books and

. the movie that was based on them died

a quick death at the box office.

That’s not likely to happen with
The Graveyard Book. Gaiman’s ghosts
are of a pretty decent sort. The man and
wife ghosts who become Bod’s surrogate
parents love him and look after him as
best they can, just as they would have
done when they were alive. His vampire
guardian is wise, caring, fatherly, and
even self-sacrificing. There would seem
to be nothing here that a young reader’s
parents could object to.

It’s the innocuous quality of this
book that makes it dangerous.

One way or another, when we read
a novel, we educate ourselves. We do it
without knowing that we’re doing it. We
do it without thinking critically about
what we’re reading. This book can do no
harm to a solid, well-instructed, Bibli-
cally literate Christian who, regardless of
his age, can read it critically.

It turns into a pitfall for the reader
who can find nothing wrong with it.

C.S. Lewis warned his readers to
make sure that what they “know” is
what they really knew from personal
experience, not something they “know”
because they saw it in a movie or a play.’
Movies and plays are still with us, but
to them we have added television, many
more books and movies, video games,
and an Internet notable for its complete
lack of quality control. Lewis’ warning
applies more to us today than it did to
his 1940s audience.

For readers who have no Christian
foundation, or only a vague notion of
what Christianity entails, or an under-
standing of the gospel based not on hav-
ing read it, but rather on various snip-
pets of “sort of” Christianity that they've
heard from this or that person, what will
be the long-term effect of consuming
hundreds of hours of God-free “enter-
tainment”? Will it not become the basis

Continued on page 24
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FROM THE FOUNDER

Economics and Eschatology

by R. J. Rushoony (Reprinted from God’s Plan for Victory)

ery early in his

student days, this
writer, with mission-
ary zeal, began giv-
ing books to various

to read them. This practice became a
considerable one in later years, when
funds allowed more generosity, and it
has only been terminated of late. The
books donated have covered a variety of
subjects: religion and theology, philoso-
phy, science, history, poetry, sociology,
and much more. One variety of book
has been very difficult to give away:
economics.

The recipients of these books have
been students, clergymen, housewives,
professors, and men in various callings.
Whatever their station or calling in
life, a book on economics has been of
little or no interest to them. This is not
because books on economics are more
difficult than others. Some of the writers
I have suggested have been models of
clarity and simplicity.

More than a few agencies have
dedicated themselves to furthering
economic knowledge. The Founda-
tion for Economic Education has done
outstanding work, and the Christian
Freedom Foundation as well. In particu-
lar, the William Volker Fund for years
subsidized the publication and distribu-

tion of notable works in economics. The !

work of these and other foundations,
while highly competent, have not pro-
duced the results the same expenditures
could have achieved, and have achieved,
in other areas.

Why is there a disinterest in or a

persons if they promised
- course in psychology, usually of more

- resistance to economics? And why has it
- for generations been called “the dismal
- science”? Why do men find the subject

uninteresting when it is so important to
their daily lives?
Schools require students to take a

than dubious value, or geometry, which
few people ever use. Many colleges
require some laboratory work in the

. sciences, and students, most of whom
- will never become scientists, annually

dissect thousands of hapless frogs and
other animals as a part of their educa-
tion. The curriculum is heavily cluttered

- with requirements which are useless to
- most people. Every person must reckon

with economic facts, and yet as a general
rule, schools do not require economics.

- The roots of this paradox lie deep in our
- culture, and in every culture.

The roots are in large measure Man-
ichaean and Neoplatonic.! They feed on
a distaste for the real world of material

- things and rest in a preference for a
- world of pure spirit. Since Hegel, the

modern world has been deeply infected
by such thinking, so that, no less than
certain aspects of “medieval” culture, it

- is otherworldly. The difference now is
. that the other world is not a world of

Platonic or Aristotelian universals but
the world of man’s imagination and
planning, without any pretext of a realm
of universals.

This modern idealism does not like
classical economics because it posits and
requires a universe of laws; it insists on a

- reality other than man’s imagination. To
- cite an example: in the very beginning
. of the 1960s, when this writer spoke of

- the coming disappearance of silver coins
- (a fact obvious to anyone mindful of
- classical economics), the usual response

was a denial that the rising price of silver
would lead to a disappearance of silver

© coins when their value in silver content
- equaled and then exceeded their face

value. Later, when the clad coins of
baser metals were issued in 1965, it was
regularly insisted that Gresham’s law?

- would not operate.

When both things happened, i.e.,
the rising price of silver led to the aban-
donment of silver coinage, and the bad
money (clad coins) drove out the silver

- coins, the set response was still a refusal
. to accept any economic law as operative.

Instead, it was held, things happened
the way they did o7/y because too many
people still believed in the old econom-

ics and therefore made it happen. A//

determination was seen as coming from
the mind of man.
From a Biblical point of view, a//

. determination comes rather from God,
- and His ordering of all things is the

law structure of creation. The human-
ist insists that the ordering comes from
the mind of man: As long as man still

- believes in the “myths” of the old eco-
- nomics, he will make them work. When

men believe in the new economics, then
the new economics will work.

This idealism, the belief that the

- mind and ideas of man are determina-
- tive of reality, is basic to the modern

worldview. Where this idealism prevails,
a society will be essentially political and

- sociological in orientation rather than
. theological and economic. In a political
- society, man’s hope is tied to legislation
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and to acts of state. Success does not
depend on obedience to God’s law in
every realm, nor is man tied to the hard,

material realities of economics such as
supply and demand. Instead, man can
legislate new realities by acts of state.
Order is to be created, not complied
with. If Gresham’s law is true, then order
means compliance with that economic
reality, not the creation of an idea of
order by elite planners. If “Thou shalt
not steal” and the Sabbath law are parts
of an ultimate and inescapable order,
we either comply with them or suffer
certain disorders.

To say that order is to be created
rather than complied with means that

the mind of man must create it. If an
ultimate order is already there, created
by God, and man’s duty is compliance
with it, i.e., obedience to God’s law,
then man’s social goal is to seek harmo-
ny with that ultimate order. However,
if all around us we have a “universe” of
disorder into which the mind of man
must bring order, then conflict is the
appointed way. Conflict then is also
twofold. First, there is conflict with the
world of disorder around us. Instead of

harmony with ultimate order, we are at
war with ultimate disorder around us.

Second, it means also conflict with men
who may disagree with the humanistic
state’s idea of order. Since order depends
on the mind of man, recalcitrant men
must either be converted to the true hu-
manistic faith or else punished, placed
in prison, or executed to eliminate the
potentiality for disorder. Instead of
harmony, conflict becomes the way to
order, and the result is a conflict society.
Religiously, this humanistic em-

phasis on conflict means the exaltation
of the powers of evil and of antichrist.
Evil becomes determinative in a very

powerful way, because determination
and ultimacy have been transferred to
the created world, to the world of men

From a Biblical point of view,
all determination comes rather
from God, and His ordering of
all things is the law structure
of creation. The humanist insists
that the ordering comes from
the mind of man: As long
as man still believes in the
“myths” of the old economics,
he will make them work.
When men believe in the new
economics, then the new

economics will work.

essentially, and the sovereignty and the
predestinating power of God have been
denied. In Scripture, the only valid
definition of “antichrist” is anyone and
everyone who denies that Christ has
come in the flesh (I John 4:3), i.e., all

who deny the reality of the incarnation.

The Bible does 7oz give us a one person
antichrist who shall rule the world: this
- isa myth, and it is a myth which exalts

the powers of man as against God.
Similarly, in Scripture Satan is a
creature, a fallen creature. Because he is
a creature, Satan, like all creatures, has
a purely local appearance: he cannot be
in more than one place at a time. He
cannot thus be tempting me in Califor-
nia and another man in Vienna at one
and the same time. His approach to any
man is at best severely limited, however
real. Too many men are ready to blame

. the devil for their sins when, the truth

is, they needed no help in committing

- them, only an excuse.

The devil, like man, is a creature.

© When man exalts the creature, he will

- exalt himself; his political fabrications,

- and also the devil. When Aristotelian
thought was revived by Scholasticism,

. Christendom saw the rise of strong and

humanistic political orders, and it also
saw the marked rise at the same time
in witches, occultism, and in Satanism.
Satan became a great power simulta-
neously with the late “medieval” and
Renaissance tyrants.

Similarly, the rise of the twentieth
century totalitarian state has also seen
the simultaneous revival of magic,
witchcraft, occultism, and Satanism.

The kingdom of man is the King-

¢ dom of the Creature, and it flourishes
- both in this world and in the after-life at
- one and the same time. Its pretensions

are common to both and rise and fall
together.

This means that the idealist must
have a politically controlled reality, not
a free market economy. The Bible says,
concerning the creation of man, that he
was created out of the dust of the earth
(the dust having been previously made
by God), and that man is tied to the
dust and returns to it. To accept this fact
about ourselves means that we accept

- also the fact that our economics, like
- all our lives, are tied to material reali-
. ties, not as a penalty but as their normal

and natural circumstances. Instead of
rebelling against it, we recognize that
life means precisely that for us, and life
is good.

Economics thus is a barometer.
Interest in it marks a sound eschatol-
ogy, normally. Disinterest in it means an
element of Neoplatonist or Manichaean

thinking. &

1. See R. J. Rushdoony: The Flight from Hu-
manity (Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books,

- [1973] 2008).
- 2. Greshans law: “Bad money drives out
- good.”
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M. Rushdoony... History cont. from page 4

7. The Turkish government has never
admitted any wrongdoing in the Armenian
genocide, still calling all casualties war-
related and saying the cause of any needless
Armenian deaths was their own Armenian
revolutionary and subversive activity.

8. It was for Dr. George C. Raynolds (pro-
nounced as if it were Reynolds) that Rousas

George had been named.

Ian Hodge... Rushdoony cont. from page 13

ist literature. Not even Dr. Rushdoony
wrote a book on hermeneutics; you
have to figure his out from the way he
handled the Scriptures. This is not an
impossible task, but it does take some
diligence.

So there is work left to be done by
future Reconstructionists. Our prayer is
that God will raise up scholars that will
take Christian thinking to the next level
and begin to clarify some of the issues
which, for Dr. Rushdoony and others,
are still to be clarified. Most of all, we
need a clear presentation of the com-
prehensiveness of the law of God that is
applicable today. £y

Ian Hodge, Ph.D. is a long-term supporter
of Chalcedon and an occasional contributor
to Faith for All of Life. He is now semi-
retired, but for many years was a business
consultant in Australia, USA, Canada,

and New Zealand, and a prominent piano
teacher in Australia.

1. R.J. Rushdoony, The Institutes of Biblical
Law, Vol. 1 (Phillipsburg, NJ: Presbyte-
rian and Reformed Publishing, 1973), pp.
550-551.

2. R.]J. Rushdoony, The Institutes of Biblical
Law, Vol. 3 (Vallecito, CA: Ross House
Books, 1999), p. 5.

3. Institutes, Vol. 1, p. 434.

4. Institutes, Vol. 3, p. 5ft.

5. Institutes, Vol. 1, p. 277.

. Duigon... Graveyard cont. from page 21

for much of what they think they know?
Will it not begin to shape their beliefs,
their speech, and their behavior? How
can it possibly fail to do those things?

Already we have a generation grow-
ing up in American who see nothing
wrong with fornication of all kinds, who
believe every word spoken by “scien-
tists” and intellectuals, who sit passively
in classrooms while unionized public
school teachers and university professors
preach to them on “gender fluidity,”
“your truth and my truth,” and the Bi-
ble as only another form of hate speech.
They offer no resistance to public poli-
cies that are boisterously anti-Christian,
because they “know” there’s nothing
wrong with any action taken in the
name of “social justice.” This is the kind
of thing that fills the moral vacuum left
by a rejection of Christianity.

Our culture is being shaped by these
beliefs, and the believers’ minds are be-
ing further shaped by the culture. Is it a
vicious circle, or a kind of psychological
perpetual motion machine? Either way,
Christian America is the poorer for it.

So, no, despite its good qualities, I
can't endorse The Graveyard Book. To
say it’s nothing but “entertainment” is
to speak of it in isolation, as if the form
of education it imparts were separated
from the mass of an increasingly God-
less popular culture.

We really must find more actively
wholesome and edifying books for our
young people, and ourselves, to read. £y

1. heep://leeduigon.com/2010/11/03/
satanism-for-young-readers-a-review-of-his-
dark-materials/

2. See Lee Duigon, “Scholastic Seduction:
The Spirit Animal Series,” Faith for All of
Life, Nov./Dec. 2015, pp. 22ff.

3. C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, pages
109-110 in “Christian Marriage,” (Harper-
San Francisco, San Francisco: 2001 edition).
I have paraphrased the passage.

A First-Hand Account
of America’s First
Experiment in the

Welfare System

Long before state health care or food
stamps, before the creation of welfare
ghettoes in our major cities, America’s
first experiment with socialism and
government dependency practically
destroyed the American Indian.

Today, as America’s leaders expand
the welfare state and radically transform
the entire nation, we'd do well to recon-
sider this first experiment in government
dependency and a Christianity stripped
of God's law—~before all of the United
States is transformed into a massive
reservation on a continental scale. Rush-
doony’s description of our past is also an
indictment of our statist future.

$18.00, Paperback, 139 pages

Also available on Kindle!
Visit our web site for more details.

Ordering is easy! Just use the
attached order form or visit us online at
ChalcedonStore.com.
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Blindness by Choice

By R. J. Rushdoony

friend wrote this week about the renomination of the local assembly-

man. This assemblyman has been three times arrested for drunk driving
and is currently on one year’s probation, with his driver’s license revoked. In
spite of this, he is heavily favored to win in the general election.

I had to reply that this did not surprise me. As | travel across country, | am
often surprised at the tolerance of voters for offenses which make the assemblyman'’s
seem mild by comparison.

At the same time, | must admit that it should not surprise me. | see what people toler-
ate in their children, without being disturbed, and what they demand that you tolerate in
them, and the picture is fairly clear. | suspect that, in spite of their sins, our legislators as a
whole are of better character than the people, but not too much better.

When men themselves have evil moral standards, the standards they set for their
wives, children, and legislators will hardly be good ones. There will be, despite differences,
a basic unity of evil faith between them.

The prophet Isaiah points this out in declaring God’s coming judgment. There were
many then who were ready to blame workers or masters, moneylenders, or deadbeats,
one class or another, for the problems of the day. Isaiah, however, declares, "And it shall
be, as with the people, so with the priest; as with the servant, so with his master; as with
the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender, so
with the borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with the giver of usury to him”(Isa. 24:2).

It is not popular today to say that the improvident borrower is as much a sinner as the
money shark. We want to limit sin to the top man, but God sees it wherever it is.

Our problem thus, as my friend rightly saw, is with the people as a whole. The as-
semblyman’s re-nomination, she wrote, is evidence of something deeply wrong in the
people, an absence of Biblical faith and guidelines.

Proverbs 29:18 declares, “Where there is no vision, the people perish [or, run wild]: but
he that keepeth the law, happy is he!The word “vision” here refers to the ministry of the
Word of God, the teaching of God's grace and law. For lack of it people run wild or perish.
Where there is faith and obedience, there we have also a happy or blessed estate.

Our foremost need is for the faithful teaching of the Word of God, which is man's sur-
est vision. Today, however, men prefer blindness to vision.

Taken from the new release of Volume 7 of A Word in Season: Daily Messages on the Faith for All of Life.
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Daily Messages on the Faith for All of Life
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R.J. RUSHDOONY
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*SEASONY ¥SEASON SEASON

R.J. RUSHDOONY

These daily messages on the faith for all of life are unlike Get all 7 volumes as a set
any compilation of Christian “devotionals” ever published. for Only $ 84.00!

In these pages, you won't find the overly introspective musings
of a Christian pietist; what you’ll discover are the hard-hitting Vol. 1, Paperback, 152 pages, $12.00
convictions of a man whose sole commitment was faithfulness Vol. 2, Paperback, 144 pages, $12.00

to God’s law-word and representing that binding Word to his Vol. 3, Paperback, 134 pages, §12.00

Vol. 4, Paperback, 146 pages, $12.00
Vol. 5, Paperback, 176 pages, $12.00
Vol. 6, Paperback, 149 pages, $12.00

readers.

Although Dr. R. J. Rushdoony is most known for his
scholarly works on theology, history, philosophy, economics,
education, and statecraft, A Word in Season reveals the intense,
but simple, approach to applying one’s faith to every area of life ~ Vol. 7, Paperback, 138 pages, $12.00
and thought. This is all done in a format of bite-sized readings Use the enlosed order form, or order online

on the uncompromised faith. at ChalcedonStore.com
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Chalcedon Catalog

Biblical Law

The Institute of Biblical Law (In three volumes, by R. J. Rushdoony) Volume |
Biblical Law is a plan for dominion under God, whereas its rejection is to
claim dominion on man’s terms. The general principles (commandments)
of the law are discussed as well as their specific applications (case law) in
Scripture. Many consider this to be the author’s most important work.

Hardback, 890 pages, indices, $50.00 —t

ANSTITRTES

Or, buy Vol’s 1 and 2 and receive Vol. 3 FREE!
All 3 for only $77.00 (A huge savings off the $110.00
retail price)

Volume Il, Law and Society

The relationship of Biblical Law to communion and community, the
sociology of the Sabbath, the family and inheritance, and much more are
covered in the second volume. Contains an appendix by Herbert Titus.

Hardback, 752 pages, indices, $35.00

Volume llI, The Intent of the Law

After summarizing the case laws, the author illustrates how the law is for our
good, and makes clear the difference between the sacrificial laws and those
that apply today.

Hardback, 252 pages, indices, $25.00

The Institutes of Biblical Law Vol. 1 (La Institucion de la Ley Biblica, Tomo 1)
Spanish version. Great for reaching the Spanish-speaking community.

Hardback, 912 pages, indices, $40.00

Ten Commandments for Today (DVD)

This 12-part DVD collection contains an in-depth
interview with the late Dr. R. J. Rushdoony on the
application of God’s law to our modern world. Each
commandment is covered in detail as Dr. Rushdoony
challenges the humanistic remedies that have obviously
failed. Only through God’s revealed will, as laid down in
the Bible, can the standard for righteous living be found. Rushdoony silences
the critics of Christianity by outlining the rewards of obedience as well as
the consequences of disobedience to God’s Word. Includes 12 segments: an
introduction, one segment on each commandment, and a conclusion.

2 DVDs, $30.00

Law and Liberty

By R. J. Rushdoony. This work examines various areas of life
from a Biblical perspective. Every area of life must be brought
under the dominion of Christ and the government of God’s

Word.

Law&
Liberty

R.J. Rushdoony

Paperback, 212 pages, $9.00

InYour Justice
By Edward J. Murphy. The implications of God’s law over the
life of man and society.

Booklet, 36 pages, $2.00

& = gy

Faith and Obedience: An Introduction to Biblical Law

R. J. Rushdoony reveals that to be born again means that
where you were once governed by your own word and
spirit, you are now totally governed by God’s Word and
Spirit. This is because every word of God is a binding
word. Our money, our calling, our family, our sexuality,

FAITH A ot

AN INTRODUCTION

{ . TOBIBLICAL LAW

our political life, our economics, our sciences, our art,
and all things else must be subject to God’s Word and
requirements. Taken from the introduction in The Institutes of Biblical Law
(foreword by Mark Rushdoony). Great for sharing with others.

Paperback, 31 pages, index, $3.00
*Buy Pack of 50 “Faith and Obedience” for only $45.00 (Retails $150.00)

Education

The Philosophy of the Christian Curriculum
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian School represents

J s A R S . ]
(URRICULUM  , break wich humanistic education, but, too often, the
Christian educator carries the state’s humanism with him.
A curriculum is not neutral: it’s either a course in
RUSHDOONY humanism or training in a God-centered faith and life.
R R R O

Paperback, 190 pages, index, $16.00

The Harsh Truth about Public Schools

By Bruce Shortt. This book combines a sound Biblical
basis, rigorous research, straightforward, easily read
language, and eminently sound reasoning. It is a
thoroughly documented description of the inescapably

{ SCHU L ST anti-Christian thrust of any governmental school system
' “Wy and the inevitable results: moral relativism (no fixed
standards), academic dumbing down, far-left programs,
near absence of discipline, and the persistent but pitiable rationalizations
offered by government education professionals.

|
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Paperback, 464 pages, $22.00

Intellectual Schizophrenia

By R. J. Rushdoony. Dr. Rushdoony predicted that the
humanist system, based on anti-Christian premises of

the Enlightenment, could only get worse. He knew that
education divorced from God and from all transcendental
standards would produce the educational disaster and

moral barbarism we have today.

OUSAS JORN RUSHDOONT

Paperback, 150 pages, index, $17.00

The Messianic Character of American Education

By R. J. Rushdoony. From Mann to the present, the state
has used education to socialize the child. The school’s basic
"g purpose, according to its own philosophers, is not education
in the traditional sense of the 3 R’s. Instead, it is to promote
“democracy” and “equality,” not in their legal or civic sense,
but in terms of the engineering of a socialized citizenry. Such

THE
MESSIANIC
CHARACTER

{: £
AMERICAN
EDUCATION

Rousas John Rushdoony
men saw themselves and the school in messianic terms. This

book was instrumental in launching the Christian school and homeschool
movements.

Hardback, 410 pages, index, $20.00
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MATHEMATICS:

1s god silent?
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Andrea Schwartz

Mathematics: Is God Silent?

By James Nickel. This book revolutionizes the prevailing
understanding and teaching of math. It will serve as a
solid refutation for the claim, often made in court, that
mathematics is one subject which cannot be taught from a
distinctively Biblical perspective.

Revised and enlarged 2001 edition, Paperback, 408 pages, $24.00

The Foundations of Christian Scholarship

Edited by Gary North. These are essays developing the
implications and meaning of the philosophy of Dr.
Cornelius Van Til for every area of life. The chapters explore
the implications of Biblical faith for a variety of disciplines.

Paperback, 355 pages, indices, $24.00

The Victims of Dick and Jane

By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. America’s most effective critic
of public education shows us how America’s public schools
were remade by educators who used curriculum to create
citizens suitable for their own vision of a utopian socialist
society. This collection of essays will show you how and
why America’s public education declined.

Paperback, 266 pages, index, $22.00

Revolution via Education

By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. Blumenfeld gets to the root of
our crisis: our spiritual state and the need for an explicitly
Christian form of education. Blumenfeld leaves nothing
uncovered. He examines the men, methods, and means to
the socialist project to transform America into an outright
tyranny by scientific controllers.

Paperback, 189 pages, index, $20.00

Lessons Learned From Years of Homeschooling

By Andrea Schwartz. After nearly a quarter century of
homeschooling her children, Andrea experienced both the
accomplishments and challenges that come with being a
homeschooling mom. Discover the potential rewards of
making the world your classroom and God’s Word the
foundation of everything you teach.

Paperback, 107 pages, index, $14.00

The Homeschool Life: Discovering God’s Way

to Family-Based Education

By Andrea Schwartz. This book offers sage advice
concerning key aspects of homeschooling and gives
practical insights for parents as they seek to provide a
Christian education for their children.

Paperback, 143 pages, index, $17.00

Teach Me While My Heart Is Tender: Read Aloud Stories of
Repentance and Forgiveness

Andrea Schwartz compiled three stories drawn from her
family-life experiences to help parents teach children how
the faith applies to every area of life. They confront the
ugly reality of sin, the beauty of godly repentance, and the
necessity of forgiveness. The stories are meant to be read
by parents and children together. The interactions and

discussions that will follow serve to draw families closer together.

Paperback, 61 pages, index, $10.00
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Alpha-Phonics: A Primer for Beginning Readers

By Sam Blumenfeld. Provides parents, teachers and tutors
with a sensible, logical, easy-to-use system for teaching
reading. The Workbook teaches our alphabetic system

- with its 26 letters and 44 sounds - in the following
sequence: First, the alphabet, then the short vowels and
consonants, the consonant digraphs, followed by the
consonant blends, and finally the long vowels in their variety of spellings and
our other vowels. It can also be used as a supplement to any other reading
program being used in the classroom. Its systematic approach to teaching
basic phonetic skills makes it particularly valuable to programs that lack such
instruction.

Workbook
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Spiralbound, 180 pages, $25.00

The Alpha-Phonics Readers accompany the text of Sam
Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics, providing opportunities

for students to read at a level that matches their progress
through the text. These eleven readers move from simple
sentences to paragraphs to stories, ending with poetry.
By the time a student completes this simple program, the
phonetic reflex is well-established. This program has also
been successfully used with functionally illiterate adults.

This set consists of eleven 12-page readers, totaling 132 pages, $22.00

— How to Tutor by Samuel Blumenfeld demystifies primary
SR education! You'll learn that you can teach subjects you

2 already know without requiring specialized academic

training or degrees. Here’s what you'll discover:

READING: In 117 lessons, teach any student to read
virtually any word in a comprehensive phonics program
HANDWRITING: In 73 lessons, train any student to
develop the lost art of cursive handwriting
ARITHMETIC: In 67 lessons, enable any student to master the essential
calculation skills, from simple addition to long division

Paperback, 271 pages, indices, $24.00

American History & the Constitution

This Independent Republic

By R. J. Rushdoony. Important insight into American
history by one who could trace American development
in terms of the Christian ideas which gave it direction.
These essays will greatly alter your understanding of, and
appreciation for, American history.

Paperback, 163 pages, index, $17.00

The Nature of the American System

By R. J. Rushdoony. Originally published in 1965, these
essays were a continuation of the author’s previous work,
This Independent Republic, and examine the interpretations
and concepts which have attempted to remake and rewrite
America’s past and present.

Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

The Influence of Historic Christianity on Early America

By Archie D. Jones. Early America was founded upon the
deep, extensive influence of Christianity inherited from

the medieval period and the Protestant Reformation. That
priceless heritage was not limited to the narrow confines

of the personal life of the individual, nor to ecclesiastical
structure. Christianity positively and predominately (though

Archie P Jonkes
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not perfectly) shaped culture, education, science, literature, legal thought,
legal education, political thought, law, politics, charity, and missions.

Booklet, 88 pages, $6.00

—————
Gililleel Ceftlu
anrd Amserien Wity
By R. J. Rushdoony

Biblical Faith and American History

By R. J. Rushdoony. America was a break with the
neoplatonic view of religion that dominated the medieval
church. The Puritans and other groups saw Scripture as
guidance for every area of life because they viewed its author
as the infallible Sovereign over every area.

Pamplet, 12 pages, $1.00

The United States: A Christian Republic

By R. J. Rushdoony. The author demolishes the modern
myth that the United States was founded by deists or
humanists bent on creating a secular republic.

THE

UNITED
STATES

A CHRISTIAN REPUBLIC

Pamplet, 7 pages, $1.00

The Future of the Conservative Movement

Edited by Andrew Sandlin. 7he Future of the Conservative
Movement explores the history, accomplishments

and decline of the conservative movement, and

lays the foundation for a viable substitute to today’s
compromising, floundering conservatism.

Booklet, 67 pages, $6.00

The Late Great GOP and the Coming Realignment

By Colonel V. Doner. For more than three decades, most
Christian conservatives in the United States have hitched
their political wagon to the plodding elephant of the
Republican Party. This work is a call to arms for those
weary of political vacillation and committed more firmly
than ever to the necessity of a truly Christian social order.

And @
I

Coming
Realignment

Colonel V. Doner:

Booklet, 75 pages, $6.00

American History to 1865 - NOW ON CD!

By R. J. Rushdoony. The most theologically complete
assessment of early American history available—ideal
for students. Rushdoony describes not just the facts

of history, but the leading motives and movements in
terms of the thinking of the day. Set includes 36 audio
CDs, teacher’s guide, student’s guide, plus a bonus CD
featuring PDF copies of each guide for further use.

Disc1 Motives of Discovery & Exploration I

Disc2 Motives of Discovery & Exploration II

Disc3 Mercantilism

Disc4 Feudalism, Monarchy & Colonies/ The Fairfax Resolves 1-8
Disc5 The Fairfax Resolves 9-24

Disc6 The Declaration of Independence & Articles of Confederation
Disc7 George Washington: A Biographical Sketch

Disc8 The U. S. Constitution, I

Disc9 The U. S. Constitution, II

Disc 10 De Toqueville on Inheritance & Society

Disc 11 Voluntary Associations & the Tithe

Disc 12 Eschatology & History

Disc 13 Postmillennialism & the War of Independence
Disc 14 The Tyranny of the Majority

Disc 15 De Toqueville on Race Relations in America
Disc 16 The Federalist Administrations

Disc 17 The Voluntary Church, I

Disc 18 The Voluntary Church, IT

Disc 19 The Jefferson Administration, the Tripolitan War & the War of 1812
Disc20 The Voluntary Church on the Frontier, I

Disc21 Religious Voluntarism & the Voluntary Church on the Frontier, IT

Disc22 The Monroe & Polk Doctrines
Disc 23 Voluntarism & Social Reform
Disc 24 Voluntarism & Politics
Disc25 Chief Justice John Marshall: Problems of Political Voluntarism
Disc 26 Andrew Jackson: His Monetary Policy
Disc 27 The Mexican War of 1846 / Calhoun’s Disquisition
Disc 28 De Toqueville on Democratic Culture
Disc29 De Toqueville on Individualism
Disc 30 Manifest Destiny
Disc 31 The Coming of the Civil War
Disc 32 De Toqueville on the Family/
Aristocratic vs. Individualistic Cultures
Disc 33 De Toqueville on Democracy & Power
Disc 34 The Interpretation of History, I
Disc 35 The Interpretation of History, II
Disc 36 The American Indian (Bonus Disc)
Disc 37 Documents: Teacher/Student Guides, Transcripts

37 discs in album, Set of “American History to 1865, $140.00

The American Indian:

A Standing Indictment of Christianity & Statism in America

By R. J. Rushdoony. America’s first experiment with

socialism practically destroyed the American Indian.

In 1944 young R. J. Rushdoony arrived at the Duck

Valley Indian Reservation in Nevada as a missionary to

the Shoshone and the Paiute Indians. For eight years he
e lived with them, worked with them, ministered to them

and listened to their stories. He came to know them intimately, both as

individuals and as a people. This is his story, and theirs.

Paperback, 139 pages, $18.00

Our Threatened Freedom:

A Christian View of the Menace of American Statism

R. J. Rushdoony reports on a mind-boggling collection of
absurdities by our legislators, bureaucrats, and judges—
from making it against the law for a company to go

out of business, to assigning five full-time undercover
agents to bust a little boy who was selling fishing worms
without a license. Written some thirty years ago as radio

commentaries, Rushdoony’s essays seem even more timely
today as we are witnessing a staggering display of state intrusion into every
area of life.

Paperback, 349 pages, indices, $18.00

World History

A Christian Survey of World History

Includes 12 audio CDs, full text supporting the
lectures, review questions, discussion questions,
and an answer key.
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The purpose of a study of history is to shape the
future. Too much of history teaching centers upon
events, persons, or ideas as facts but does not recognize God’s providential
hand in judging humanistic man in order to build His Kingdom. History is
God-ordained and presents the great battle between the Kingdom of God
and the Kingdom of Man. History is full of purpose—each Kingdom has its
own goal for the end of history, and those goals are in constant conflict. A
Christian Survey of World History can be used as a stand-alone curriculum,
or as a supplement to a study of world history.

Disc1 Time and History: Why History is Important
Disc2 Israel, Egypt, and the Ancient Near East

Disc3 Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece and Jesus Christ
Disc4 The Roman Republic
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Disc5 The Early Church & Byzantium

Disc6 Islam & The Frontier Age

Disc7 New Humanism or Medieval Period

Disc8 The Reformation

Disc9 Wars of Religion — So Called & The Thirty Years War
Disc 10 France: Louis XIV through Napoleon

Disc 11 England: The Puritans through Queen Victoria

Disc 12 20 Century: The Intellectual — Scientific Elite

12 (Ds, full text, review and discussion questions, $90.00

The Biblical Philosophy of History

By R. J. Rushdoony. For the orthodox Christian who
grounds his philosophy of history on the doctrine of
creation, the mainspring of history is God. Time rests
on the foundation of eternity, on the eternal decree of
God. Time and history therefore have meaning because
they were created in terms of God’s perfect and totally
comprehensive plan. The humanist faces a meaningless
world in which he must strive to create and establish meaning.

Paperback, 138 pages, $22.00

James I: The Fool as King

By Otto Scott. In this study, Otto Scott writes about one
of the “holy” fools of humanism who worked against the
faith from within. This is a major historical work and
marvelous reading.

Hardback, 472 pages, $20.00

] Church History

the
“atheism”of the
carly church

The “Atheism” of the Early Church

By R. J. Rushdoony. Early Christians were called
“heretics” and “atheists” when they denied the gods of
Rome, and the divinity of the emperor. These Christians
knew that Jesus Christ, not the state, was their Lord and
that this faith required a different kind of relationship to
the state than the state demanded.

Rousas john
rushdoony

Paperback, 64 pages, $12.00

The Foundations of Social Order: Studies in the Creeds
and Councils of the Early Church
By R. J. Rushdoony. Every social order rests on a creed,

ISOCIAL§
ORD /.R on a concept of life and law, and represents a religion in
action. The basic faith of a society means growth in terms

of that faith. The life of a society is its creed; a dying
creed faces desertion or subversion readily. Because of its
indifference to its creedal basis in Biblical Christianity,
western civilization is today facing death and is in a life and death struggle
with humanism.

Paperback, 197 pages, index, $16.00

RELEVANCE

The Relevance of the Reformed Faith (CD Set) .
f %FOK{‘HI‘ED‘FAITH

The 2007 Chalcedon Foundation Fall Conference

Disc 1: An Intro to Biblical Law - Mark Rushdoony
Disc 2: The Great Commission - Dr. Joe Morecraft
Disc 3 Cromwell Done Right! - Dr. Joe Morecraft
Disc 4: The Power of Applied Calvinism - Martin Selbrede

Disc 5: The Powerlessness of Pietism - Martin Selbrede

Disc 6: Thy Commandment is Exceedingly Broad - Martin Selbrede
Disc 7: Dualistic Spirituality vs. Obedience - Mark Rushdoony

7 (Ds, $56.00

wla

Philosophy

The Death of Meaning

By R. J. Rushdoony. Modern philosophy has sought

to explain man and his thought process without
acknowledging God, His revelation, or man’s sin.
Philosophers who rebel against God are compelled to
abandon meaning itself, for they possess neither the
tools nor the place to anchor it. The works of darkness
championed by philosophers past and present need to be
exposed and reproved. In this volume, Dr. Rushdoony clearly enunciates
each major philosopher’s position and its implications, identifies the
intellectual and moral consequences of each school of thought, and traces
the dead-end to which each naturally leads.

Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

The Word of Flux:

Modern Man and the Problem of Knowledge

By R. J. Rushdoony. Modern man has a problem with
knowledge. He cannot accept God’s Word about the world
or anything else, so anything which points to God must
be called into question. This book will lead the reader to
understand that this problem of knowledge underlies the
isolation and self-torment of modern man. Can you know
anything if you reject God and His revelation? This book takes the reader
into the heart of modern man’s intellectual dilemma.

Paperback, 127 pages, indices, $19.00

To Be As God: A Study of Modern Thought

Since the Marquis De Sade

By R. J. Rushdoony. This monumental work is a series

of essays on the influential thinkers and ideas in modern
times such as Marquis De Sade, Shelley, Byron, Marx,
Whitman, and Nietzsche. Reading this book will help you
understand the need to avoid the syncretistic blending of
humanistic philosophy with the Christian faith.

ishdoony,

Paperback, 230 pages, indices, $21.00

By What Standard?

By R. J. Rushdoony. An introduction into the problems
of Christian philosophy. It focuses on the philosophical
system of Dr. Cornelius Van Til, which in turn is founded
upon the presuppositions of an infallible revelation in

the Bible and the necessity of Christian theology for all
philosophy. This is Rushdoony’s foundational work on
philosophy.

BY WHAT
STANDARD?

Hardback, 212 pages, index, $14.00

Van Til & The Limits of Reason

By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian must see faith in God’s
revelation as opening up understanding, as thinking God’s
thoughts after Him, and rationalism as a restriction of
thought to the narrow confines of human understanding.
Reason is a gift of God, but we must not make more of

it than it is. The first three essays of this volume were
published in a small booklet in 1960 as a tribute to the
thought of Dr. Cornelius Van Til, titled Van Til. The last four essays were
written some time later and are published here for the first time.

Paperback, 84 pages, index, $10.00
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The One and the Many:
Studies in the Philosophy of Order and Ultimacy
By R. J. Rushdoony. This work discusses the problem

of understanding unity vs. particularity, oneness vs.

THE ONE
AND THE MANY

individuality. “Whether recognized or not, every argument

and every theological, philosophical, political, or any other
exposition is based on a presupposition about man, God,
and society—about reality. This presupposition rules and
determines the conclusion; the effect is the result of a cause. And one such
basic presupposition is with reference to the one and the many.” The author
finds the answer in the Biblical doctrine of the Trinity.

Paperback, 375 pages, index, $26.00

6
HONANITY
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R.J. RUSHDOONY

The Flight from Humanity:

A Study of the Effect of Neoplatonism on Christianity

By R. J. Rushdoony. Neoplatonism presents man’s
dilemma as a metaphysical one, whereas Scripture presents
it as a moral problem. Basing Christianity on this false
Neoplatonic idea will always shift the faith from the
Biblical perspective. The ascetic quest sought to take
refuge from sins of the flesh but failed to address the
reality of sins of the heart and mind. In the name of humility, the ascetics
manifested arrogance and pride. This pagan idea of spirituality entered the

church and is the basis of some chronic problems in Western civilization.

Paperback, 84 pages, $13.00

Psychology

POLITICS

GUILT,
2 Politics of Guilt and Pity
By R. J. Rushdoony. From the foreword by Steve Schlissel:
“Rushdoony sounds the clarion call of liberty for all who
remain oppressed by Christian leaders who wrongfully
lord it over the souls of God’s righteous ones.... I pray that
the entire book will not only instruct you in the method and content of a
Biblical worldview, but actually bring you further into the glorious freedom
of the children of God. Those who walk in wisdom’s ways become immune
to the politics of guilt and pity.”

Hardback, 371 pages, index, $20.00

Revolt Against Maturity
By. R. J. Rushdoony. The Biblical doctrine of psychology is

a branch of theology dealing with man as a fallen creature

\S

marked by a revolt against maturity. Man was created
<& a mature being with a responsibility to dominion and
P‘:?R\)\{\W cannot be understood from the Freudian child, nor the
! Darwinian standpoint of a long biological history. Man’s
history is a short one filled with responsibility to God. Man’s
psychological problems are therefore a resistance to responsibility, i.e. a revolt
against maturity.

Hardback, 334 pages, index, $18.00

3

Freud

By R. J. Rushdoony. For years this compact examination
of Freud has been out of print. And although both Freud
and Rushdoony have passed on, their ideas are still very
much in collision. Freud declared war upon guilt and
sought to eradicate the primary source of Western guilt
— Christianity. Rushdoony shows conclusively the error
i of Freud’s thought and the disastrous consequences of his
influence in society.

FRIGUD!
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R.J. RUSHDOONY

Paperback, 74 pages, $13.00

The Cure of Souls:

Recovering the Biblical Doctrine of Confession

By R. J. Rushdoony. In The Cure of Souls: Recovering
the Biblical Doctrine of Confession, R. J. Rushdoony cuts

through the misuse of Romanism and modern psychology

ROUSAS JOHN
RUSHDOONY

to restore the doctrine of confession to a Biblical
foundation—one that is covenantal and Calvinistic.
Without a true restoration of Biblical confession, the
Christian’s walk is impeded by the remains of sin. This volume is an effort in
reversing this trend.

Hardback, 320 pages with index, $26.00

Science

THE
MYTHOLOGY
OF SCIENCE

i The Mythology of Science

By R. J. Rushdoony. This book is about the religious
nature of evolutionary thought, how these religious
presuppositions underlie our modern intellectual paradigm,
and how they are deferred to as sacrosanct by institutions
and disciplines far removed from the empirical sciences. The “mythology” of
modern science is its religious devotion to the myth of evolution.

i JOHN 5
RUSHDOONY

Paperback, 134 pages, $17.00

Alive: An Enquiry into the Origin and Meaning of Life

By Dr. Magnus Verbrugge, M.D. This study is of major
importance as a critique of scientific theory, evolution,

and contemporary nihilism in scientific thought. Dr.
Verbrugge, son-in-law of the late Dr. H. Dooyeweerd and
head of the Dooyeweerd Foundation, applies the insights
of Dooyeweerd’s thinking to the realm of science. Animism

e ‘f‘é = ':’
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and humanism in scientific theory are brilliantly discussed.

Paperback, 159 pages, $14.00

Creation According to the Scriptures
Edited by P. Andrew Sandlin. Subtitled: A Presuppositional
‘ Defense of Literal Six-Day Creation, this symposium by
“mg - thirteen authors is a direct frontal assault on all waffling
views of Biblical creation. It explodes the “Framework
Hypothesis,” so dear to the hearts of many respectability-
hungry Calvinists, and it throws down the gauntlet to all
who believe they can maintain a consistent view of Biblical
infallibility while abandoning literal, six-day creation.

ACCORDING

Paperback, 159 pages, $18.00

Economics

Making Sense of Your Dollars: A Biblical Approach to Wealth
By Ian Hodge. The author puts the creation and use

of wealth in their Biblical context. Debt has put the
economies of nations and individuals in dangerous straits.
This book discusses why a business is the best investment,
as well as the issues of debt avoidance and insurance.
Wealth is a tool for dominion men to use as faithful
stewards.

Paperback, 192 pages, index, $12.00
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Larceny in the Heart: The Economics of Satan and the
Inflationary State

By R.J. Rushdoony. In this study, first published under
the title Roots of Inflation, the reader sees why envy often
causes the most successful and advanced members of
society to be deemed criminals. The reader is shown how
envious man finds any superiority in others intolerable
and how this leads to a desire for a leveling. The author
uncovers the larceny in the heart of man and its results.

Paperback, 144 pages, indices, $18.00

Biblical Studies

Genesis, Volume | of Commentaries on the Pentateuch

By R. J. Rushdoony. In recent years, it has become
commonplace for both humanists and churchmen to
sneer at anyone who takes Genesis 1-11 as historical.

Yet to believe in the myth of evolution is to accept
trillions of miracles to account for our cosmos. Spontaneous generation,
the development of something out of nothing, and the blind belief in the
miraculous powers of chance, require tremendous faith. Theology without
literal six-day creationism becomes alien to the God of Scripture because it
turns from the God Who acts and Whose Word is the creative word and the
word of power, to a belief in process as god.

Rousas John Rushoony

Hardback, 297 pages, indices, $45.00

Exodus, Volume Il of Commentaries on the Pentateuch

By R. J. Rushdoony. Essentially, all of mankind is on
some sort of an exodus. However, the path of fallen man
is vastly different from that of the righteous. Apart from
Jesus Christ and His atoning work, the exodus of a fallen
humanity means only a further descent from sin into

st death. But in Christ, the exodus is now a glorious ascent
into the justice and dominion of the everlasting Kingdom
of God. Therefore, if we are to better understand the gracious provisions
made for us in the “promised land” of the New Covenant, a thorough
examination into the historic path of Israel as described in the book of
Exodus is essential. It is to this end that this volume was written.

ousns J0in 1

Hardback, 554 pages, indices, $45.00

Sermons on Exodus - 128 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 (Ds), $60.00
Save by getting the book and 2 (Ds together for only $95.00

Leviticus, Volume lll of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
i By R. J. Rushdoony. Much like the book of Proverbs, any
Ll emphasis upon the practical applications of God’s law is
LEVITI dily sh d in pursuit of more “spiritual” studies.
readily shunne pursu: p

Books like Leviticus are considered dull, overbearing, and
irrelevant. But man was created in God’s image and is
duty-bound to develop the implications of that image by
obedience to God’s law. The book of Leviticus contains

over ninety references to the word holy. The purpose, therefore, of this third

ROUSAS JOHN RUSHDOONY

book of the Pentateuch is to demonstrate the legal foundation of holiness in
the totality of our lives.

Hardback, 449 pages, indices, $45.00

Sermons on Leviticus - 79 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (1 (D), $40.00
Save by getting the book and (D together for only $76.00

gl Numbers, Volume IV of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
> By R. J. Rushdoony. The Lord desires a people who will
-y

NUMBERS

embrace their responsibilities. The history of Israel in

the wilderness is a sad narrative of a people with hearts
hardened by complaint and rebellion to God’s ordained
authorities. They were slaves, not an army. They would
recognize the tyranny of Pharaoh but disregard the servant-
leadership of Moses. God would judge the generation He
led out of captivity, while training a new generation to conquer Canaan. The
book of Numbers reveals God’s dealings with both generations.

ROUSAS JOHN RUSHDOONY

Hardback, index, 428 pages $45.00

Sermons on Numbers - 66 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (1 (D), $40.00
Save by getting the book and (D together for only $76.00

Deuteronomy, Volume V

of Commentaries on the Pentateuch

If you desire to understand the core of Rushdoony’s
thinking, this commentary on Deuteronomy is one volume
you must read. The covenantal structure of this last

book of Moses, its detailed listing of both blessings and
curses, and its strong presentation of godly theocracy
provided Rushdoony with a solid foundation from which
to summarize the central tenets of a truly Biblical worldview—one that is
solidly established upon Biblical Law, and can shape the future.

DEUTERONOMY

ROUSAS JOHN RUSHDOONY

Hardback, index, 512 pages $45.00

Sermons on Deuteronomy - 110 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 (Ds), $60.00
Save by getting the book and (D together for only $95.00

Now you can purchase the complete
set of five hardback volumes of the
Pentateuch for $150.00 ($75 savings!)

Pentateuch CD Set (4
Commentary (D Sets)
By R. J. Rushdoony. Rushdoony’s four CD
Commentaries on the Pentateuch (Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) in one set.

$120... That's 6 total MP3 (Ds containing 383 sermons
for $80 in savings!

Chariots of Prophetic Fire: Studies in Elijah and Elisha

By R. J. Rushdoony. As in the days of Elijah and Elisha,
it is once again said to be a virtue to tolerate evil and
condemn those who do not. This book will challenge you
to resist compromise and the temptation of expediency.
It will help you take a stand by faith for God’s truth in a
culture of falsehoods.

CHARIOTS
PROPHETIC
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Hardback, 163 pages, indices, $30.00

The Gospel of John

By R. J. Rushdoony. Nothing more clearly reveals the
gospel than Christ’s atoning death and His resurrection.
They tell us that Jesus Christ has destroyed the power
of sin and death. John therefore deliberately limits the
number of miracles he reports in order to point to and
concentrate on our Lord’s death and resurrection. The
Jesus of history is He who made atonement for us, died,
and was resurrected. His life cannot be understood apart
from this, nor can we know His history in any other light.

Hardback, 320 pages, indices, $26.00
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Romans and Galatians

By R. J. Rushdoony. From the author’s introduction:

“I do not disagree with the liberating power of the
Reformation interpretation, but I believe that it provides
simply the beginning of our understanding of Romans,
not its conclusion.... The great problem in the church’s
interpretation of Scripture has been its ecclesiastical
orientation, as though God speaks only to the church,
and commands only the church. The Lord God speaks in and through
His Word to the whole man, to every man, and to every area of life and
thought.... This is the purpose of my brief comments on Romans.”

ROMANS &
GALATIANS

1
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Hardback, 446 pages, indices, $24.00

Hebrews, James and Jude

By R. J. Rushdoony. The Book of Hebrews is a
summons to serve Christ the Redeemer-King fully and
faithfully, without compromise. When James, in his
epistle, says that faith without works is dead, he tells
us that faith is not a mere matter of words, but it is of
necessity a matter of life. “Pure religion and undefiled”
requires Christian charity and action. Anything short
of this is a self-delusion. Jude similarly recalls us to Jesus Christ’s apostolic
commission, “Remember ye the words which have been spoken before by
the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 17). Jude’s letter reminds us of

the necessity for a new creation beginning with us, and of the inescapable

triumph of the Kingdom of God.
Hardback, 260 pages, $30.00

Sermon on the Mount

By R. J. Rushdoony. So much has been written about the
Sermon on the Mount, but so little of the commentaries
venture outside of the matters of the heart. The Beatitudes
are reduced to the assumed meaning of their more popular

b
R.J. RUSHDOONY,

portions, and much of that meaning limits our concerns
to downplaying wealth, praying in secret, suppressing
our worries, or simply reciting the Lord’s Prayer. The
Beatitudes are the Kingdom commission to the new Israel of God, and R.
J. Rushdoony elucidates this powerful thesis in a readable and engaging
commentary on the world’s greatest sermon.

Hardback, 150 pages, $20.00
Sermon on the Mount CD Set (12 (Ds), $96.00
Sermon on the Mount Book & CD Set (12 (Ds), $99.00

Sermons in Obadiah & Jonah

By R. J. Rushdoony. In his study of Obadiah, Rushdoony
i condemns the “spiritual Edomites” of our day who believe
evildoers have the power to frustrate the progress of the
Kingdom of God. In Jonah, he demonstrates that we play
the part of Jonah when we second-guess God, complain
about the work He gives us, or are peevish when outcomes
. are not to our liking.

Paperback, 84 pages, indices, $9.00

Taking Dominion

Chiidlaay
AND THE STATE( . . .
A Christianity and the State

By R. J. Rushdoony. This book develops the Biblical view
of the state against the modern state’s humanism and

its attempts to govern all spheres of life. It reads like a
collection of essays on the Christian view of the state and
the return of true Christian government.

Hardback, 192 pages, indices, $18.00

Tithing and Dominion

By Edward A. Powell and R. J. Rushdoony. God’s
Kingdom covers all things in its scope, and its immediate
ministry includes, according to Scripture, the ministry

of grace (the church), instruction (the Christian and
homeschool), help to the needy (the diaconate), and many
other things. God’s appointed means for financing His
Kingdom activities is centrally the tithe. This work affirms
that the Biblical requirement of tithing is a continuing
aspect of God’s law-word and cannot be neglected.

Hardback, 146 pages, index, $12.00

A Comprehensive Faith
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. This is the surprise Festschrift
A ’m presented to R. J. Rushdoony at his 80th birthday

COMPREHENSIVE
FAITH

celebration in April, 1996. These essays are in gratitude

to Rush’s influence and elucidate the importance of his
theological and philosophical contributions in numerous
fields. Contributors include Theodore Letis, Brian Abshire,
Steve Schlissel, Joe Morecraft III, Jean-Marc Berthoud,
Byron Snapp, Samuel Blumenfeld, Christine and Thomas Schirrmacher,
Herbert W. Titus, Ellsworth Mclntyre, Howard Phillips, Ian Hodge,

and many more. Also included is a foreword by John Frame and a brief

biographical sketch of R. J. Rushdoony’s life by Mark Rushdoony.
Hardback, 244 pages, $23.00

Noble Savages: Exposing the Worldview of Pornographers and
Their War Against Christian Civilization

By R. J. Rushdoony. In this powerful book Noble Savages
(formerly The Politics of Pornography) Rushdoony
demonstrates that in order for modern man to justify his
perversion he must reject the Biblical doctrine of the fall of
man. If there is no fall, the Marquis de Sade argued, then
all that man does is normative. What is the problem? It’s
the philosophy behind pornography — the rejection of the fall of man that

makes normative all that man does. Learn it all in this timeless classic.
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R.J. RUSHDOONY

Paperback, 161 pages, $18.00

In His Service: The Christian Calling to Charity

By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian faith once meant that
a believer responded to a dark world by actively working
to bring God’s grace and mercy to others, both by word
-7 and by deed. However, a modern, self-centered church has
isolated the faith to a pietism that relinquishes charitable
responsibility to the state. The end result has been the
empowering of a humanistic world order. In this book,
Rushdoony elucidates the Christian’s calling to charity and its implications
for Godly dominion.

Hardback, 232 pages, $23.00

A House for God: Building a Kingdom-Driven Family
Christian parents are called to establish Kingdom-driven
families. To aid in this calling, Christian author and
education expert, Andrea Schwartz has carefully put
together this collection of essays entitled A House for God:
Building a Kingdom-Driven Family.

A HOUSE FOR

‘II I A
BUILDING A
KINGDOM-DRIVEN

FAMILY
ANDREA SCHWARTZ
Atort The e tee oy

Paperback, 120 pages, $14.00
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Salvation and Godly Rule

By R. J. Rushdoony. Salvation in Scripture includes in its
meaning “health” and “victory.” By limiting the meaning
of salvation, men have limited the power of God and the
meaning of the Gospel. In this study R. J. Rushdoony
demonstrates the expanse of the doctrine of salvation as it
relates to the rule of the God and His people.

Paperback, 661 pages, indices, $35.00

A Conquering Faith: Doctrinal Foundations for Christian
Reformation

By William Einwechter. This monograph takes on

the doctrinal defection of today’s church by providing
Christians with an introductory treatment of six vital
areas of Christian doctrine: God’s sovereignty, Christ’s
Lordship, God’s law, the authority of Scripture, the
dominion mandate, and the victory of Christ in history.

Paperback, 44 pages, $8.00
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AWord in Season: Daily Messages on the Faith for All of Life (7 Volumes)

By R. J. Rushdoony. In these pages, you won't find the overly introspective
musings of a Christian pietist; what you'll discover are the hard-hitting
convictions of a man whose sole commitment was faithfulness to God’s law-
word and representing that binding Word to his readers.

Get all 7 volumes as a set for only $84.00

Vol. 1, Paperback, 152 pages, $12.00 - Vol. 2, Paperback, 144 pages, $12.00
Vol. 3, Paperback, 134 pages, $12.00 - Vol. 4, Paperback, 146 pages, $12.00
Vol. 5, Paperback, 176 pages, $12.00 - Vol. 6, Paperback, 149 pages, $12.00
Vol. 7, Paperback, 138 pages, $12.00

Theology

s s » SystematicTheology (in two volumes)

By R. J. Rushdoony. Theology belongs in the
pulpit, the school, the workplace, the family

and everywhere. Society as a whole is weakened
when theology is neglected. Without a systematic
application of theology, too often people approach
the Bible with a smorgasbord mentality, picking
and choosing that which pleases them. This two-volume set addresses this
subject in order to assist in the application of the Word of God to every area

of life and thought.

in 2 vohumes

3 F
SYSTEMATIC“ T

Rousas John Rushdoony

Hardback, 1301 pages, indices, $70.00

. »|  TheNecessity for Systematic Theology

x By R. J. Rushdoony. Scripture gives us as its underlying
unity a unified doctrine of God and His order. Theology
must be systematic to be true to the God of Scripture.

THE NECESSIT
SYSTEMATIC
THEOLOGY

A
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Booklet now part of the author’s Systematic Theology.

Booklet, 74 pages, $2.00

Infallibility and Interpretation

By R. J. Rushdoony & P. Andrew Sandlin. The authors
argue for infallibility from a distinctly presuppositional
perspective. That is, their arguments are unapologetically
circular because they believe all ultimate claims are based
on one’s beginning assumptions. The question of Biblical
infallibility rests ultimately in one’s belief about the
character of God.

hisfdoony
Santlin

Paperback, 100 pages, $6.00

Infallibility: An Inescapable Concept

By R. J. Rushdoony. Infallibility is an inescapable
concept. If men refuse to ascribe infallibility to
Scripture, it is because the concept has been transferred

INFALLIBILITY
An Inescapable Concept

to something else. Booklet now part of the author’s
Systematic Theology.

L Booklet, 69 pages, $2.00

Predestination in Light of the Cross

By John B. King, Jr. The author defends the predestination
of Martin Luther while providing a compellingly systematic
theological understanding of predestination. This book will
give the reader a fuller understanding of the sovereignty of

God.
Paperback, 314 pages, $24.00

Sovereignty

By R. J. Rushdoony. The doctrine of sovereignty is a crucial
one. By focusing on the implications of God’s sovereignty
Gl  over all things, in conjunction with the law-word of God,
SOVEREIGTY

the Christian will be better equipped to engage each and
every area of life. Since we are called to live in this world,
we must bring to bear the will of our Sovereign Lord in all
things.

Hardback, 519 pages, $40.00

The Church Is Israel Now

By Charles D. Provan. For the last century, Christians have
been told that God has an unconditional love for persons
racially descended from Abraham. Membership in Israel is
said to be a matter of race, not faith. This book repudiates
~ such a racialist viewpoint and abounds in Scripture
references which show that the blessings of Israel were
transferred to all those who accept Jesus Christ.

Chatles D. Provan

P Tmearof Corlim g

—=

Paperback, 74 pages, $12.00

The Guise of Every Graceless Heart

By Terrill Irwin Elniff. An extremely important and fresh
L study of Puritan thought in early America. On Biblical
= and theological grounds, Puritan preachers and writers

The Gl challenged the autonomy of man, though not always
of Every Graceless .
Heart consistently.

Hardback, 120 pages, $7.00

The Great Christian Revolution

By Otto Scott, Mark R. Rushdoony, R. J. Rushdoony, John
Lofton, and Martin Selbrede. A major work on the impact
of Reformed thinking on our civilization. Some of the
studies, historical and theological, break new ground and
provide perspectives previously unknown or neglected.

Hardback, 327 pages, $22.00
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Keeping Our Sacred Trust

Edited by Andrew Sandlin. This book is a trumpet blast
heralding a full-orbed, Biblical, orthodox Christianity. The
hope of the modern world is not a passive compromise
with passing heterodox fads, but aggressive devotion to the
time-honored Faith “once delivered to the saints.”

** IR
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Paperback, 167 pages, $19.00

The Incredible Scofield and His Book

By Joseph M. Canfield. This powerful and fully
documented study exposes the questionable background
and faulty theology of the man responsible for the
popular Scofield Reference Bible, which did much to

promote the dispensational system.

Paperback, 394 pages, $24.00

The The Lordship of Christ
:f“’g;"_ip The author shows that to limit Christ’s work in history to
it salvation and not to include lordship is destructive of the
faith and leads to false doctrine.
ok Booklet, 29 pages, $2.50
i Tt The Will of God, or the Will of Man?

Wil of e By Mark R. Rushdoony. God’s will and man’s will are both
involved in man’s salvation, but the church has split in
answering the question, “Whose will is determinative?”

ey Pamplet, $1.00

Pierre Viret: The Angel of the Reformation

This publication marks the five-hundredth anniversary
of the birth of Pierre Viret with the first full biography
in English of this remarkable and oft-overlooked early
Reformer. R. A. Sheats pens the fascinating history
and life of this important early light of the Protestant
Reformation who, after nearly five centuries of relative
obscurity, is now enjoying a renewed interest in his
history and scholarship. The republication comes at its
proper time, inspiring future generations to continue the work of advancing
Christ’s Kingdom throughout the world.

Hardback, 323 pages, $30.00

Culture

Toward a Christian Marriage

Edited by Elizabeth Fellerson. The law of God makes
clear how important and how central marriage is. Our
Lord stresses the fact that marriage is our normal calling.
This book consists of essays on the importance of a proper
Christian perspective on marriage.

Hardback, 43 pages, $8.00

Back Again Mr. Begbie:

The Life Story of Rev. Lt. Col. R.J.G. Begbie OBE

This biography is more than a story of the three careers
of one remarkable man. It is a chronicle of a son of
old Christendom as a leader of Christian revival in the
twentieth century. Personal history shows the greater
story of what the Holy Spirit can and does do in the
evangelization of the world.

Paperback, 357 pages, $24.00

Woman of the House: A Mother’s Role

in Building a Christian Culture

In true Titus 2 fashion, Andrea Schwartz challenges women

to reexamine several fundamental aspects of motherhood in

: %= light of Scripture. Beginning with a consideration of God’s
WOMAN
{HOUSE

iorstnirescremgi |

character and concluding with an invigorating charge to
faithfulness, Andrea connects the dots between God’s reality
and a mother’s duty.

Paperback, 103 pages, $14.00
Family Matters: Read Aloud Stories

of Responsibility and Self-Discipline
Unless children are taught self-discipline early, they move

FaMILy MATTERS

into their adult years without a sense of personal, familial,
or societal responsibility. The stories are meant to be

read by parents and children together and serve as useful
conversation starters to educate boys and girls so they can
be effective citizens in the Kingdom of God.

Paperback, 48 pages, $10.00

The Biblical Trustee Family:

Understanding God's Purpose for Your Household

By Andrea Schwartz. God’s basic institution is the family,
and the Biblical family lives and operates in terms of a
calling greater than itself - the Kingdom of God. In an age
when the family is disparaged, warred against, and treated

The Biblical
Trustee Family

as a mere convention, it becomes the duty of Christians to
bring God’s plan for the family to listening ears.

Andrea Schwartz

Paperback, 109 pages, $16.00

Eschatology

Thy Kingdom Come: Studies in Daniel and Revelation

By R. J. Rushdoony. Revelation’s details are often
perplexing, even baffling, and yet its main meaning

is clear—it is a book about victory. It tells us that our
faith can only result in victory. This victory is celebrated
in Daniel and elsewhere, in the entire Bible. These
eschatological texts make clear that the essential good
news of the entire Bible is victory, total victory.

Paperback, 271 pages, $19.00

Thine is the Kingdom: A Study of the Postmillennial Hope
False eschatological speculation is destroying the church
today, by leading her to neglect her Christian calling. In
this volume, edited by Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., the reader
is presented with a blend of Biblical exegesis, theological
reflection, and practical application for faithful Christian
living. Chapters include contemporary writers Keith A.
Mathison, William O. Einwechter, Jeffrey Ventrella, and
Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., as well as chapters by giants of the
faith Benjamin B. Warfield and J.A. Alexander.

Paperback, 260 pages, $22.00

God’s Plan for Victory

By R. J. Rushdoony. The founder of the Christian
Reconstruction movement set forth in potent, cogent
terms the older Puritan vision of the irrepressible
advancement of Christ’s kingdom by His faithful saints
employing the entire law-Word of God as the program for
earthly victory.

Booklet, 41 pages, $6.00
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Fiction (Storehouse Press)
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Bell Mountain (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 1)

By Lee Duigon. The world is going to end ... as soon as Jack and Ellayne
ring the bell on top of Bell Mountain. No one has ever climbed the
mountain, and no one has ever seen the bell. But the children have a divine
calling to carry out the mission, and it sweeps them into high adventure.
Great for young adults.

Paperback, 288 pages, $14.00

The Cellar Beneath the Cellar (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 2)

By Lee Duigon. A world’s future lies buried in its distant past. Barbarian
armies swarm across the mountains, driven by a terrifying vision of a
merciless war god on earth. While a nation rallies its defenses, a boy and a
girl must find the holy writings that have been concealed for 2,000 years;
and the man who was sent to kill them must now protect them at all costs.

Paperback, 288 pages, $16.00

The Thunder King (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 3)

By Lee Duigon. The Thunder King’s vast army encamps against the city, a
ring of fire and steel. But treason brews inside the city walls... The tiny army
of the Lord is on the march against the undefeated horde, in bold obedience
to a divine command; but the boy king, Ryons, marches all alone across an
empty land. The Lost Books of Scripture have been found, but they may be
lost again before the human race can read them. And Jack and Ellayne have
been captured by the Heathen.

Paperback, 288 pages, $16.00

The Last Banquet (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 4)

By Lee Duigon. In the wake of a barbarian invasion, chaos sweeps across
Obann. The boy king and his faithful chiefs try to restore order before the
Heathen come again - not knowing that this time, the Thunder King himself
will lead his armies. What is the secret of the man behind the Thunder
King’s golden mask? Who will survive God’s shaking of the world?

Paperback, 338 pages, $18.00

The Fugitive Prince (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 5)

By Lee Duigon. The powers wielded by the men of ancient times destroyed
all their cities in a single day. Will those powers now be turned against
Obann? There is a new Thunder King in the East, and new threats against
the West. The City of Obann seethes with treason and plots against King
Ryons - and an ignorant slave-boy must defend the rightful king’s throne.
And from the Lost Book of King Ozias emerges the first glimmer of God’s

promise of a Savior.

Paperback, 370 pages, $18.00

The Palace (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 6)
By Lee Duigon. In the sixth installment of the Bell Mountain Series, God’s
judgment hangs over the great city of Obann; but in the endless maze of
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halls and corridors and offices inside the Palace, power-hungry men enter
into secret dealings with Obann’s archenemy, the Thunder King.

Paperback, 321 pages, $18.00

The Glass Bridge (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 7)
By Lee Duigon. In the seventh installment of the Bell Mountain Series...
Can faith do what pride and power can't? In obedience to God, the boy king,
Ryons, with only half his tiny army, crosses the mountains to invade the
Thunder King’s domains.

Confronted by perils they can barely understand, with no safe choices set
before them, the heroes of Obann must risk their lives on the glass bridge that
can only be crossed by faith.

Paperback, 308 pages, $18.00

Hidden In Plain Sight (Bubble Head Series, Vol. 1)

By M. G. Selbrede. Young physicist Jenna Wilkes has
done the impossible—and the whole scientific world is
shaking on its pillars.

Could it be that conventional science has
misunderstood the very fabric of the universe? Could
o there be infinitely more to it than anyone has ever

< guessed? Could science’s whole concept of reality be ...
unreal?

Paperback, 334 pages, $15.00

The Journal of Christian Reconstruction

Vol. 2, No. 1, Symposium on Christian Economics $6.50

Vol. 2, No. 2, Symposium on Biblical Law $6.50

Vol. 5, No. 1, Symposium on Politics $6.50

Vol. 5, No. 2, Symposium on Puritanism and Law $6.50

Vol. 7, No. 1, Symposium on Inflation $6.50

Vol. 10, No. 1, Symposium on the Media and the Arts $6.50

Vol. 10, No. 2, Symposium on Christianity and Business $6.50

Vol. 11, No. 1, Symposium on the Reformation in the Arts and Media $6.50
Vol. 11, No. 2, Symposium on the Education of the Core Group $6.50

Vol. 12, No. 1, Symposium on the Constitution and Political Theology $6.50
Vol. 12, No. 2, Symposium on the Biblical Text and Literature $6.50

Vol. 13, No. 1, Symposium on Change in the Social Order $6.50

Vol. 13, No. 2, Symposium on Decline & Fall of the West/Return of Christendom $6.50
Vol. 14, No. 1, Symposium on Reconstruction in the Church and State $6.50
Vol. 14, No. 2, Symposium on the Reformation $6.50

Vol. XV, Symposium on Eschatology $6.50

Vol. XVI, The 25th Anniversary Issue $9.50

Journal of Christian Reconstruction Set $100.00

Special CD Message Series by Rushdoony

A History of Modern Philosophy The United States Constitution

8 (Ds) $64.00 (4 CDs) $32.00

Epistemology: The Christian Economics, Money & Hope

Philosophy of Knowledge (3 CDs) $24.00

(10 CDs) $80.00 o .
Postmillennialism in America

Apologetics (2 CDs-2 lectures per disc) $20.00

(3 CDs) $24.00

A Critique of Modern Education
The Crown Rights of Christ the King (4 CDs) $32.00

(6 CDs) $48.00 A
English History

(5 CDs) $40.00
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