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From the President

Rousas John Rushdoony: A Brief History, Part VII
“He’s on the Lord’s Side”
By Mark R. Rushdoony

M

y father has often
been kept at arm’s
length even by those
who are sympathetic to
his work. His concept of
Christian Reconstruction was all-encompassing, and when
added to his postmillennialism made for
an antithesis so distinct that few have
been willing to associate with more than
a few of his positions. His reference
to “all areas of life and thought” being
brought subject to the Word of God
meant just that, and the multiplicity of
topics he touched on reflect the scope of
his understanding of the needed work of
the Kingdom. It is easy for most people
to read at least something in his writing and say, “I’m not sure I want to go
there.” This is, I believe, the very reason
why many avoid using him—despite
points of agreement, everyone can find
something in Rushdoony they do not
like. His full-orbed view of the faith was
reflected in how he viewed his ministry, a pioneering work of exploring a
distinctly Biblical approach for others
to pursue. Many were leery of following him in such a bold and expansive
Kingdom vision and so were standoffish
or used him selectively; in many circles,
the reaction was outright hostility.

cally middle-of-the-road publication
and reflected that goal. It was always
dominated by a pietistic ethic, a view of
the altar call as the essence of the gospel,
and a repudiation of long-term Christian activity because of its shortsighted
eschatology that saw the rapture as imminent and hence history as nearly over.
My father had the ear of J. Howard Pew
for a time, but the magazine’s editorial staff dug in its heels and refused to
publish him.

Christianity Today
The most prominent Christian
periodical of the late twentieth century
was Christianity Today, created by Billy
Graham and funded by oilman J. Howard Pew. It began in 1956 as a theologi-

Opposition in the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church
My father retained his denominational affiliation with the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church (OPC) after he
stepped down from the pastorate of

2

Faith for All of Life | January/February 2017

the Santa Cruz church in 1962 and
regularly attended the meetings of its
Northern California presbytery, where
he gave reports of his activities. He
chose to remain under that presbytery
when he moved to Southern California
to start Chalcedon in 1965 in part,
he said, because he felt the Southern
California presbytery was compromising
on the doctrine of six-day creation. It
was uncomfortable with his postmillennialism as well, but it was his view of the
Sabbath that particularly angered some
in the OPC. My father felt it was to be
a day of joy and rest, and not a day constrained by artificial rules felt by some to
represent its proper “observance.” At an
OPC family camp in Idyllwild, California, in August 1960 my father gave a
series of talks on Genesis 1–11 as well as
a single lecture on the Sabbath. He told
a joke that poked fun at pietistic Sabbath observance:
The story I told at Idyllwild horrified
some of the pastors who were very strict
sabbatarians. I told it deliberately. I was
making fun of some of their nonsense.
I told about the reprobate English lord
who was on a diplomatic mission in
Scotland in the 18th century, doing
some work for the Crown among
the Scots who were under the British
crown, but still not fully merged with
Parliament, and so on. He found it to
be a most dreadful experience, because
Scotland was very strictly sabbatarian. He didn’t know what to do with
himself, because he was used to a very
loose and immoral Sabbath. So, he took
a stroll outside of the hotel, and to his
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delight found a Scottish prostitute. So,
he took her back to his room and was
so delighted that while she was getting
herself ready, he started to whistle
happily. She came storming out with
her clothes, putting them back on as
rapidly as possible, and said, “I’ll not
fornicate with a man who whistles on
the Sabbath.” (Laughter)
KC: And that irritated a few, huh?
RJR: It irritated a few. I use that as an
illustration of the absurdity of so many
who go to the law of God and set up
their own form of it and pay no attention to the spirit.1

In March of 1968 he spoke at
another OPC conference. One of the
other speakers was Ed Clowney, who
had been President of the OPC Westminster Theological Seminary since
1966. My father expressed his view on
the new leader of a generation of OPC
pastors:
Clowney is clearly a liberal; he regretted
the OPC’s middle-class white Protestant
look; he spoke of the neutrality of the
public schools and refused to condemn
them.2

My father’s emphasis on Christian
Reconstruction, Christian education,
economics, postmillennialism, theonomy (on which he frequently spoke
before the 1973 publication of Institutes
of Biblical Law), and other topics struck
many in the OPC as diversions for the
church rather than areas for it to reclaim
for the Kingdom of God. The reaction of one of its pastors in Portland,
Oregon, was not out of the norm. My
father recalled this a few years later:
In July, 1967, this writer became the
target of a demand for investigation as
one teaching false doctrines because
of a filmstrip text entitled The Moral
Foundations of Money. In that text, unbacked paper money was called a form
of counterfeiting, and inflation a form
of larceny.3
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The pastor believed that to call
paper money a form of larceny “seems
to be an act of open rebellion against the
state and contrary to Scripture which
admonishes us to be subject to the ordinance of men, for God’s sake.”4
My father answered this pastor:
You speak of paper money as a form
of hidden tax, which is true. But your
point with regard to Romans 13 I do
not regard as valid. You yourself I have
heard criticize certain actions of civil
government as morally wrong, or in
various ways wrong. Did you impugn
Scripture? Elijah called the seizure of
Naboth’s vineyard theft and murder;
was he impugning God’s law? The
state has a legitimate authority, but not
everything it does is thereby legitimate.
As Hodge, in another context than
Romans 13, says of all authority, “It
extends over all departments (of its
domain), but is limited in all; first, by
the nature of the relation; and secondly,
by the higher authority of God.” The
work of the ministry must be prophetic,
i.e., it must speak for God, and it
must therefore deny to the state what
belongs to God. The state thus has no
right, for example, to usurp education
of children. This is a responsibility of
the covenant, or parents, not the state.
The state has no right to violate God’s
law, “Thou shalt not steal,” and paper
money is theft, and what you call a
“hidden tax” is actually hidden theft.
I cannot hold to the immunity of the
state from moral judgment.5

The suggestion of the pastor apparently went no further, but the day he received word of the accusation, my father
wrote in his work journal: “My days in
the OPC are probably numbered …”6
My father had fought internal battles
within the PCUSA for years, but he was
a pastor then, and he felt it was his duty
to do so. His ministry now was largely
outside the OPC and he was disinclined
to spend his time in internal conflicts
defending himself against those who

disapproved of his theology.
In 1969 a new charge was brought
against my father, principally led by one
pastor in the Southern California OPC
presbytery. The objection was that my
father was, as an OPC minister, conducting Sunday classes outside a church.
The next day, my father called the chief
complainant (who had not brought the
matter to my father). My father noted:
Talked at length with S. who spoke of
the church as “the end” of all Christian
activity, to which I answered, “Christ is
not the church, state, school, family, or
anything else on the human order.”7

Months later my father was told this
pastor had brought up the issue at his
church session meeting. My father asked
for them to meet with him and a week
later they did so with no resolution.8
The accusations against my father
centered around the propriety of the
classes he held on Sundays; some felt
he was keeping people from churches.
One long-time Northern California
OPC pastor and friend heard that he
was “stealing” church members and
repeated this accusation. In reality, few
of those who attended my father’s classes
had ever been in the OPC; most were
disillusioned Goldwater conservatives
my father was trying to instruct in a
theological understanding of cultural
and political problems. He was trying to turn them from seeing politics
as the solution and educating them
in the decline of Christian faith. His
answer was not the next election cycle,
but long-term Christian Reconstruction. On more than a few occasions, he
directed people to OPC churches, both
in Southern California and Northern
California.
After their meeting produced
no resolution, the pastor in question
brought the matter to the Southern
California presbytery. My father asked
for a meeting with its visitation com-
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mittee. He noted the substance of the
meeting in his journal:
Committee kindly, but shared S.’s objection to teaching Bible outside church
on Lord’s Day. I raised the question of
the freedom of the word of God, cited
Machen. K. said that some felt, including men at Westminster Seminary, that
Machen was in the wrong in starting
the Independent Board, that a heresy
trial would have been the legal step.9

J. Gresham Machen had been the
last great conservative Biblical scholar
of Princeton. He opposed the modernism that was evident in the Presbyterian
Church (PCUSA) and founded Westminster Theological Seminary in 1929
as a bastion of orthodoxy. When his
objections to the modernist control of
the foreign missions board were ignored,
Machen formed an independent foreign
missions board in 1933. This led to
Machen’s trial by those who believed
all such activity had to be under the
church’s direct authority. The real issue was not the independent mission
board’s accountability but its existence,
which the PCUSA saw as unacceptable.
Machen was found guilty and, along
with other Presbyterian members of
the independent board, was suspended
from preaching. This precipitated the
founding of the Orthodox Presbyterian
denomination as a theologically “orthodox” alternative to the PCUSA. My
father’s point was that it was independent mission work that had been the
very issue which led to the founding
of the OPC itself. This repudiation of
Machen’s stand was obviously seen by
my father as a very noteworthy one for
an OPC body.
It was not my father’s preference
to leave the OPC, but it was becoming
clear that more was at stake than the issues of jurisdiction being discussed. His
application of Reformed theology was
unwelcomed by many, hence there are

4

still many in the OPC who are antagonistic to my father nearly half a century
after the jurisdictional issue became
moot.
The complainants wanted my father
to transfer to the Southern California
Presbytery and submit to its ministerial
oversight. My father had been through
several PCUSA battles where theological
differences were the real but unmentioned reasons for conflict; his problems
with the PCUSA at Trinity being a
notable example. After his meeting with
the visitation committee he noted:
If I were to transfer to this Presbytery,
I would be tried on Sabbath charges,
for denying Sabbath laws. My answer:
these men deny the Sabbath laws, e.g.,
re. debt, etc.10

A few weeks later he noted of those
who tried to defend him:
The members of … are being given
no hearing by Presbytery; they are
forbidden to speak to any pastor; the
Visitation Committee will not hear
them, and their session refuses to admit
their complaint. The grief and suffering
of those slandered is great, and I am
deeply distressed, troubled, and angry
at Presbytery’s studied dishonesty. It is
more important to eliminate me than
to preserve a church. L. E. plainly stated
that it is desired by some to require
me to transfer and then try me on my
beliefs re. the Sabbath.11

The Southern California OPC
presbytery coalesced in opposition to
my father, but since my father was a
member of the Northern California
presbytery formal charges had to be
made to, and dealt with by, that body.
On February 2, 1970, that body met in
San Francisco. As no formal charge or
complaint had been received by them, it
ruled no action was necessary.
My father could see the handwriting
on the wall. His views on creationism,
fiat money, Biblical law, the necessity of

Faith for All of Life | January/February 2017

Christian education, postmillennialism,
and more had made him a lightning rod
of controversy in his own denomination. His ministry was now through
Chalcedon and his writing. He knew his
opponents would regroup and consume
his time and energy to impede a work
no longer tied to one denomination.
With his name cleared and no charges
outstanding, my father withdrew from
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church by
letter on March 4, 1970.
The antagonism of some in the
OPC remained for years (though it
was by no means universal). Three
months after his resignation he was in
a Southern California OPC Church to
lecture on Biblical law. He noted only
one church member was present. The
next month that man was rejected as an
elder. Later that year an OPC pastor in
Virginia who talked to my father was
asked by one of the Southern California
pastors if my father had said anything
which could be used as a charge against
him. Four years later, as a favor to Greg
Bahnsen, my father met with the Southern California pastor who had initiated
the accusations against my father. That
pastor still accused my father of being
“in principle a deceiver, untrustworthy,
a liar, etc. Refused to give ground or
evidence.”12
Theonomy
Not long after he began classes in
Los Angeles, my father began a systematic study of Biblical law. He had promised himself he would do so over twenty
years earlier while in seminary and “got
clobbered” for broaching the subject.
The Institutes of Biblical Law was published in 1973 and immediately gained
attention, both positive and negative. It
revived the discussion of Biblical law to
a church that had largely abandoned any
doctrine of objective obedience. Though
it has never sold in large numbers, it has
had a major impact in defining respons-
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es to the decline of Christian ethics. It
challenged the subjective spirituality of
pietistic Christianity as itself to blame
for abandoning the declared will of
God. The modern theonomy movement
traces its origin to the publication of
Institutes.
The thesis of the Institutes was
that the Ten Commandments were
the “judgments,” or principles of
the law and the “statutes” of the law
(sometimes casually dismissed as the
“civil laws”) were the case laws, that
is, specific examples of how the Ten
Commandments were to be applied.
Prior to the Institutes, even Reformed
theologians leaned heavily on a “law
verses grace” dismissal of God’s law.
In doing so, they professed the moral
validity of the law, but conceded the
possibility of any fixed application.
My father saw the giving of the law of
God as itself a grace, a revelation that
enabled man to obey. His view did
not see a disharmony, but a continuity
between the old and new covenants,
a view that has been characterized as
“law and grace.” The Institutes was
clearly in the Reformed tradition, as it
saw justification as God’s gracious gift
received by faith, the principal issue
of the Reformation. My father never
presented Biblical law as a means of
justification, but of sanctification, man’s
obedience, and growth in grace.
It is a sad commentary on the
modern church that the primary impact
of theonomy has been a debate in the
church about whether Christians are
bound to obey the God in whom they
profess faith. One of his positions for
which my father was most viciously
attacked was that of homosexuality.
His view against homosexuality was
certainly in the mainstream of Christian thought, but his reference to it as
a capital offense in the context of “law”
brought opposition from the emerging
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homosexual rights lobby and distancing
by many churchmen. His position was
“politically incorrect” long before that
term was coined. Some years later he
wryly noted that activists (and sometimes liberal churches) acted as if he had
authored the condemnation of homosexuality. “I wrote a book on what the
Bible says;” he commented once to me
in private, “what did they expect me to
say?”
The idea of theonomy found
both immediate traction and quick
repudiation. In December of 1975
Greg Bahnsen preached his last sermon
at the Westwood class before going
to Reformed Theological Seminary
in Jackson, Mississippi, where the
uproar over his theonomic position
resulted in his contract not being
renewed. In 1977, while on a trip to
Oregon, my father’s appearances at
Willamette University College of Law
were cancelled because of his views on
homosexuality and “they also charged
me with anti-Semitism.”13 The latter
charge, and that of Holocaust denial,
came from an oft-referenced but
seldom read section of Institutes in
which my father noted the story of a
Polish physician sued after WWII over
accusations that, as a prisoner of war,
he had performed 17,000 barbaric
“experiments” on fellow prisoners. The
number of crimes was later reduced
to 130, and the doctor, in fact, won
his case. My father’s point was that
exaggerations of evil was still false
witness. He noted:
This trial brings to focus the basic
insensitivity to truth which too extensively characterize this age. The fact
that a doctor under any pressure would
perform such operations is itself an
ugly fact. If only ten were performed,
or even one alone, instead of 130 or
17,000, the crime is real and very serious. Why then the gross exaggeration?...

…the result was a desperately twisted
mentality which could only appreciate
evil as evil on a massive scale.14

Interestingly enough, the title of
that essay in Institutes was “The Lying
Tongue.”
Despite real opposition, my father’s
ideas were having an impact. Gary
North told my father in 1972 that Dr.
Gerhart Niemeyer of Notre Dame had
described him as “the most dangerous
man in America,” but by 1978 John
Whitehead would tell him that Charles
Rice of Notre Dame Law School “said
his jurisprudence course was a combination of Rushdoony and Aquinas.”15 In
1975 he received an honorary Doctor
of Letters degree from Brainerd Theological Seminary; Grove City College
conferred the same degree in 1978.
He earned a Ph.D. in Education from
Valley Christian University in Fresno,
California in 1980.16
Without a doubt my father was
willing to take unpopular positions if
he felt that he was standing in terms of
God’s truth. Not too many were willing
to associate with him too closely. Christianity Today blacklisted him, refusing
even to mention his name. In 1975
Terrill L. Elniff wrote an article for that
publication on the influence of Puritan
thought which contained multiple footnotes to my father’s work. Unknown
to the author until he saw the article in
print, the editors rewrote the piece removing all references to my father. Even
indirect quotes went unattributed. More
surprisingly, my father noted with a bit
of pain that the same thing had happened with someone for whom he had a
great deal of respect:
Read Francis A. Schaeffer: A Christian
Manifesto, Another book using some of
my material, with phone calls for citations, with no mention of me; for most
writers, I am useful but unmentionable!
Not faith but timidity is the march of
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too many Christians today, including
able men like Francis.17

Testimony as an Expert Witness
One of the remarkable elements
of my father’s writings is that so few
of them are dated, and many of them
now seem prescient in describing the
inevitable consequences of our culture’s
humanistic, anti-Christian drift. One
such tendency he predicted was the
inevitability of a repression directed at
Christianity by state controls. As early as
1971 he noted a meeting with a group
of men in Houston, Texas, regarding the
“defense of Christian schools” from legal
attacks by states.”18 This was a cause
near to his heart as Christian education
had been the topic of many of his lectures by the mid-1950s, and the subject
of both Intellectual Schizophrenia (1961)
and The Messianic Character of American
Education (1963). While on a trip to
Huntsville, Kentucky, in 1975 he was
informed that the “minister instrumental in West Virginia textbook protest
had gotten his ideas from reading my
books.”19 In Virginia the following year
Attorney David Gibbs, Jr., told Dad
that his Messianic Character had sparked
resistance to the state educational code
teaching of humanism and asked for his
assistance as parents feared legal action
for placing their children in Christian
schools. Two weeks later at a conference
at Notre Dame observing the fiftieth
anniversary of Pierce v. Society of Sisters,
he spoke on “The State as an Establishment of Religion.” He noted David
Gibbs circulated 200 copies of his talk
and that Ed Murphy “not only teaches
Biblical law but is now assigning students to prepare briefs on case law from
the Bible alone.”20
In October he met Gibbs in
Cleveland to discuss the case of Lester
Roloff in Texas, an independent Baptist
evangelist who ran several homes for de-
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linquent children. He was being ordered
by the state to bring them under state
jurisdiction but was fighting to keep
them independent. A week later my
father was in Texas to meet Roloff and
tour his facilities.21
The prosecution of Christians for
various forms of non-compliance with
state demands increased after the Democratic victory in the 1976 general election. The means of suppression included
zoning, state licensure, accreditation
requirements, teacher certification, and
many others. Both state and local courts
and jurisdictions were involved. The
Jimmy Carter administration seemed to
bring in a new level of involvement and
encouragement from Washington. A
year later, after a Christian school conference in Dayton, Ohio, my father wrote:
A very successful trip, moving and disturbing also. The influence of my books
is leading pastors and Christian school
leaders who have been readers thereof,
or influenced second hand, to resist and
face prison, a humbling fact.22

By 1978 my father was spending a
good deal of his time on religious liberty
cases. At first it was in consultation with
attorneys and educating various groups
to which he spoke about the threat. My
father prioritized these cases and never
charged any of the defendants for his
travel or time. His first testimony as
an expert witness appears to have been
in Louisville, Kentucky, in 1978 in a
case where the state was trying to make
the use of its textbooks mandatory in
Christian schools. Several months later
he was back in that city where the same
prosecuting attorneys were then defending the posting of the Ten Commandments in public schools by using his
testimony in the previous case.23 The
previous fall he wrote “Conflict with
the State: A Chalcedon Position Paper,”
which would prove to be his first of 233
such papers he would write over the
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next twenty-one years.24 Days later he
wrote an affidavit for a Tennessee case
after which he testified in Mt. Vernon,
Ohio.
My father was allowed as an expert
witness for several reasons: he had a
Master’s degree in education, a seminary
degree, and had published books on
religion, education, and law. He could
therefore address issues of religious
liberty and education as an educator, a
theologian, and a historian. Acceptance
by one court facilitated that of the others, and he was being increasingly relied
upon for his testimony. On September
19, 1979, he noted in his journal that
he had spent most of the day on the
phone with persecuted churches. Some
years later historian Otto Scott urged
my father to write a full account of his
part in these cases, but he never seemed
to feel his own life or activities were
worthy of such attention. His passing
references in his work journals are, largely, all that remain to document his effort
in the area, though I do not believe this
list is all inclusive.
1-17-80: Lincoln, NE: Testified in
case charging delinquency for attendance at a Christian school
3-5-80: Providence, RI: Testified in
a Christian school case 11:15 A.M.-3:00P.M. with a 3 minute break
1-19-81: Bismarck, ND: Christian
school trial
1-19-82: Raleigh, NC: Trial over
school nurseries
4-14-82: Lansing, MI: Christian
school trial
5-12-82: Pampa, TX: Trial of Baptist Temple
10-28-82: Charles City, IA
11-15-82: Mobile, AL
12-7-82: Oklahoma City, OK:
Little Axe case
1-28-83: Grand Island, NE:
Testified in trial of Calvary United
Pentecostal Church
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2-22-83: Bangor, ME: Testified in
federal court. R.J.R. saw marked
copies of his Position Papers on the
prosecution attorney’s table.
4-12-83: Macon, GA: Testified in
criminal trial of homeschool parents
and called the trial “evil” from the
witness stand
6-2-83: Lansing, MI: Testified in
case of a church child care facility
where the judge said he wondered
what child care workers would have
said in Bethlehem
1-29-85: Jamestown, ND: Testified in criminal case against homeschoolers “Wind storm, drifting
snow, 30 below weather, windchill
reading 40–80 below, stopped us at
Harney, ND.”
9-30-85: Oklahoma City, OK:
In court for trial of Living Word
Academy. “The judge as usual
refused to admit religious liberty as
an issue.”
8-7-86: Chambersburg, PA: Testified in trial of two street preachers. “All kinds of hearsay evidence
against them admitted. No local
pastors present or ready to support
them openly for fear of offending
city authorities.”
11-4, 5-86: Boston, MA: Testified
in Christian school case
1-7-87: Fort Worth, TX: Testified
in homeschool case for attorney
Shelby Sharpe.
7-21-87: Augusta, ME: testified in
homeschool case
2-22-88: Norfolk, VA: Testified in
trial of street preachers
4-12-88: Sacramento, CA:. Testified
in trial of Redding Baptist Church
When my father was in the courtroom in Grand Island, Nebraska, waiting to testify, an exchange between two
women in the courtroom was overheard
and later related to Dad. One woman
asked the other, “Whose side is he on,
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ours or theirs?” The other woman later
responded, “He’s not on our side. He’s
on the Lord’s side.”25
Leeper v. Arlington
The 1987 testimony for Shelby
Sharpe in Fort Worth, Texas, in the
“Leeper Case” was to prove pivotal.
The trials had not abated when Ronald
Reagan became president in 1981. In
fact, in January 1982, my father was
one of several Christian leaders at a
White House meeting with Presidential
Counsel Ed Meese (later Reagan’s Attorney General) and “6–8 Justice Dep’t.
attorneys” over proposed legislation to
ostensibly fight racism.
[Attorney William Bentley] Ball presented legal, constitutional arguments
against proposed bill to control racism,
including ex post facto element; no comment from any. Three central points of
discussion:
1) The public policy doctrine replaces
the First Amendment. Tomorrow,
federal gov’t. can require women priests,
pastors, and homosexual ones, as public
policy.
Answer: True, it is within the legitimate power of the federal gov’t. if it so
chooses. This administration will not so
choose.
2) Why the attack on Christian Schools
as racist? IRS Commissioner Jerome
Kurtz examined 538 schools in “racist”
areas and found only one to discriminate; of higher schools, Bob Jones
University prohibits interracial dating
and marriage among students. (I added,
I am now barred from speaking there).
Answer: no comment.
3) Third, why the undue haste to get
it out of the Treasury Committee by
Feb.1? Why not submission to the
Judiciary Committee? Why not the
usual time for hearings, etc. No real
comment. They said they would “look
at” Ball’s substitute bill.
Quip by a newsman: Antichrist is going

to delay his coming, because Reagan is
already here.
Learned that Reagan had tears in his
eyes watching Howard Phillips, Richard
Viguerie’s TV comments. As in California, he expects loyalty while giving none,
and he wants to please his critics.26

The attempt to deny religious
liberty and replace it with religious
toleration in terms defined by the state
seemed to be an unstoppable juggernaut. Christians were facing regulations
on multiple fronts.
It was certainly a full-fledged attack
on homeschooling in Texas in the
1980s. In 1981 the Texas Education
Agency (TEA) unilaterally decided
that homeschools did not comply
with the Texas compulsory attendance
laws. About 150 parents had been
prosecuted before attorney Shelby
Sharpe convinced a number of families
to go on the offensive by filing a class
action lawsuit against all 1,063 school
districts in Texas for violating the rights
of homeschoolers.
The legal question centered on
whether the seventy year old Texas
statute which allowed a “private school”
exemption from the compulsory attendance law included homeschools.
Sharpe felt it did and that a large
percentage of children at the time
were, in fact, taught at home. The term
homeschool was new, but the practice,
he claimed, had a long tradition. When
my father flew to Texas, other expert
witnesses had preceded him, but none
knew Texas history. Sharpe was able
to give my father a quick heads-up on
what he was missing—a historical view
of education in Texas that included
home education.
The first effort of many attorneys
when examining their opposition’s
expert witness is to discredit them. In
other trials, my father would be asked to
verify that he believed in creation and a
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young earth in opposition to evolution;
the point was to make his opinions appear to be far out of the mainstream and
hence easily dismissed. The point was
to make the expert witness look foolish,
as Clarence Darrow had done to William Jennings Bryan in the Scopes trial.
On the stand in Fort Worth, the state’s
attorney began questioning my father
about his knowledge of Texas history.
His intent was to show the court this
Californian did not know Texas history,
thereby negating any help he might
give attorney Sharpe’s legal position.
My father very quickly was politely but
firmly chiding the state’s attorney for
asking questions which evidenced his
own incorrect understanding of Texas
history. The state’s position only lost
ground from that point as my father
pointed out that many children in Texas
had always lived in remote areas with
bad roads that made travel impossible in
winter and that education at home was
a common practice with a long history.
He simply destroyed the TEA’s position
that homeschooling was new to Texas.
On April 13, 1987, the judge ruled in
favor of the parents, a decision which
was binding throughout Texas. The state
appealed, but the original ruling was
upheld in 1991 at the Court of Appeals and in 1994 by the Texas Supreme
Court by a 9–0 decision. Shelby Sharpe
credited my father’s testimony as the
decisive factor, though his own shrewd
and brilliant legal understanding and
strategy in filing a class action suit had
plotted the path to victory.27
Though technically only binding
in Texas, other states began to pull back
from the prosecutions that had, by that
time, been going on for nearly two
decades. In most jurisdictions, homeschooling was recognized as legal. My
father’s last testimony was a deposition
he gave for Shelby Sharpe in Sacramento, California, in 1998.

8

Later Years
My father traveled extensively for
many years, sometimes going out of his
way to return home for one night’s rest
in his own bed and Mother’s cooking.
He traveled four times to both Australia
(twice in 1983, 1986, and 1992) and
the United Kingdom (1987, 1989,
1990, and 1991). During the 1991 trip
to London he and Otto Scott met with
Brian Griffiths, chief policy advisor to
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, at
10 Downing Street.
Griffiths said he had been reading me
for 20 years and demonstrated a close
knowledge of my books, said he was my
“son” in his faith.28

While lecturing at Dordt College in
Iowa in 1987, he was informed by the
college president that Cornelius Van Til
had died,
…also that on one occasion that Van
Til had told him that I alone understood him clearly and interpreted him
accurately.29

When he was not traveling, my
father was writing constantly. My
mother once chided him for doing
menial, time-consuming chores, like
watering trees with a garden hose, a
waste of his valuable time, she said. His
response was that such activity gave
him time to think and compose his
writing in his head. When he sat down
at his desk he would then often write
several chapters (always in long hand)
at a sitting, often without a cross-out
or correction. The chapters went into
files of books in progress that grew
week by week. It was his phenomenal
memory (of years of reading and what
he composed in his head) that enabled
this work output, along with a strong
work ethic. Only occasionally did he
express frustration, and then it was
usually tempered. One 1991 journal
entry reads, “Misc. duties, much mail,
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some frustration, and somedays much
joy, including a little today.”30 His mind
was clear to the end of his life, though
he felt it slip. In the last year of his life
he was discussing something and could
not recall the author of a textbook he
had in high school. “Oh, you will have
to excuse me,” he said, “my mind is
slipping.”
His mind was better than most
to the end, but his body was failing.
About 1990 when he was seventy-four,
he was diagnosed with type II diabetes
and prostate cancer. That year and the
next he went to a Las Vegas pain clinic
for week long treatments. He was very
active until 1995 when, at seventy-nine,
he developed a bad case of shingles. He
never regained his full strength after that
as was apparent at his eightieth birthday
celebration in 1996. Mother had lost
most of her eyesight to macular degeneration by 1994 and was in the early
stages of dementia by 1996. That summer Dad noted his loss of vitality:
I am losing weight and growing weaker,
cancer is taking its toll.31

Yet his summary of 1996 work
output recorded 153 speaking engagements, 46 articles for Chalcedon, 186
chapters for seven books, and 223 books
read in full.32 A few days later he wrote:
My energy is abating daily…33

Yet he would also write:
When I come to my library, I revive
and feel as though I shall live to be a
hundred. At other times, I seem near to
death. Writing is a joy.34
My circulation is poor, and my feet
are usually cold to numb, but, when I
am at my desk writing, my circulation
improves, and my feet are warm.35

In 1998 and again in 1999 he had
cataract surgery. The immediate results
were excellent, but did not last because
of his diabetes. In 1998 he began to

www.chalcedon.edu

Faith for All of Life
preach seated. His last speaking trip
other than by car was to Tampa, Florida,
in 1998, and I accompanied him.
That year I stepped down as a fulltime teacher at Chalcedon Christian
School and, at his insistence, was made
President of Chalcedon. By that fall I
was spending several hours a day caring
for him and mother, with a great deal of
help from my wife Darlene. By August
his journal entries became irregular and
he was too weak to make the trip down
steps to his library. Writing became
difficult because his low blood pressure
caused dizziness which interrupted
his ability to construct his essays and
sermons mentally and then put them
to paper. At his last eye appointment in
2000 he could not distinguish the large
“E” at the top of the eye chart in one
eye. His PSA ballooned to 700. His last
speaking engagement beyond Vallecito
was that fall at Sacramento Covenant
Reformed Church’s annual conference.
His last journal entry was on November
29, 2000.
When I suggested he was pushing
himself too hard to preach on Sundays,
he replied with a level of real agitation
that if he could not preach there was no
reason to go on. His sermons were now
extemporaneous, as he could not read
his own notes. The Sunday before he
died he apologized for not being able
to preach. That evening he told me he
would not last much longer and asked
me to call my sisters. All were able to
arrive before he passed away in his easy
chair that Thursday, February 8, 2001,
at the age of 84. He was buried in his
hometown of Kingsburg, California.
Mother passed away in 2003.
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Feature Article

Dr. Kishore Breaks the Back of Fake News Addiction
by Martin G. Selbrede
“For truth is fallen in the street…. Yea, truth faileth; … and the LORD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no
judgment. And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor…” [taken from Isaiah 59:14-16]

T

he prior fifteen articles in this series
(on how Massachusetts
destroyed the best drug
addiction treatment
developed) have gone
on to become required reading in at
least one college ethics course.1 We’ve
reported on the documentary movie
about addiction pioneer Dr. Punyamurtula S. Kishore that’s under development. In the meantime, however, the
world has more fully awakened to the
reality of fake news, of various agendadriven media outlets hijacking narratives
and exploiting the misplaced faith of
their readers and viewers.
Two noted observers from opposite
ideological poles have put their finger
on what motivates such conduct on the
part of the media:
Fake news is as old as the news itself.
Political reporting, in particular, has always served as a tool of those who hold
or seek to gain a grip on power. Respectable news sources, such as the New
York Times and the Washington Post,
are not and never have been strangers
to the distribution of false, twisted, or
selectively partial and slanted reports.2
One of the great benefits of new media—of online reporting—is that one
can provide proof of one’s claims in the
form of links (as I’ve done here), so that
readers can determine if journalistic
claims have evidentiary support. That is
such a vital exercise because, as Lemann
and the NYT just demonstrated, it is so
often the case that the most influential
media outlets publish factually false
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These dual aspects of fake news (as
a tool of those who hold or seek to gain a
grip on power, and publishing factually
false statements using the most authoritative tones) require strong medicine to
combat. We’ve been inundated with
a continuing barrage of fake news
concerning our nation’s addiction crisis
and how it should be treated for years.
Instead of moving toward Dr. Kishore’s
evidence-based Massachusetts Model,
the establishment is doubling down on
its failed narratives with ever-greater
force and frequency, worsening the spiraling death statistics. Nobody has called
the media on it.
Until now.

As such, the following “interaction”
with the Time article involves heavy
quotation, but Dr. Kishore’s analysis elevates the resulting narrative to the level
of a “transformative work” so as not to
run afoul of copyright law.
The value of this exercise will
become evident upon careful reading as
this hitherto unchallenged news article
is given the third degree. (A similar deconstruction of a Washington Post article
from January 2017 immediately follows,
in which Dr. Kishore goes toe to toe
against the M.D. who wrote it.)
Article quotations below appear in
bold type with paraphrases in [brackets]
and article descriptors in bold italics.
Dr. Kishore’s responses follow in normal
italics.

Dr. Kishore Confronts
Time Magazine
Time journalist Alice Park’s article,
“A new paradigm for opioid addiction:
more drugs,” appeared in October of
2016.4 The embedded photo essay ups
the emotional ante of the article by
pushing the reader’s buttons, all carefully orchestrated to guide us to draw
the same policy conclusions that Park
advocates. An artfully positioned squib
by the U.S. Surgeon General creates
the impression of endorsement of Park’s
views.
At my request, Dr. Kishore has
deconstructed this Time article, walking
us through its pertinent points to see
the faulty reasoning driving it, and how
completely it leverages reader ignorance.

Dr. Kishore Cross-Examines
Time’s Alice Park
Article’s title: A New Paradigm for
Opioid Addiction: More Drugs
Not new at all. MAT (MedicallyAssisted Treatment) has been around since
1962, without showing any outcomes.5
Photos of people passed out in
cars, grocery stores, outdoors
Opioid addicts have been portrayed as
recumbent since times immemorial. Nothing new. They did it in opium dens, now
they do it in cars, etc. Maybe bring back
opium dens or Suboxone dens or methadone dens: at least in olden times they slept
safely as seen in historic photos.
“Some nights the entire shift is
tied up with just overdoses,” says the
police chief, John Lane.

statements using the most authoritative
tones.3
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Wrong professionals for the wrong
trade: police should police while public
health officials should treat. The $1.1
billion should go to enhance and beef up
the United States Public Health Service
Commissioned Corps6 who are sworn to
“Protecting, promoting, and advancing the
health and safety of the Nation.”
“We just don’t have enough people to be dealing with this problem”
Not the job of the police, despite what
drug czar Michael Botticelli says.
More people died of drug overdoses in 2014...
It’s sheer stupidity (or laziness) to
quote 2014 statistics when we have statistics for 2015 as well as the three quarters
of 2016.
60% [due to] pain killers ... overprescription of pain killers
Meaningless numbers. Is it Oxycontin,
Vicodin, fentanyl? Need specificity: vague
generalities make no sense to the discerning
reader.
Over the past 17 years, rates of
opioid-overdose deaths have quadrupled
Then assign culpability. Last eight
years it happened under Botticelli/Obama.
Buck stops with the leadership. In private
sector if the number went up eight years
in a row the Board of Directors would fire
the CEO.
... proliferation of cheaper forms
of heroin and synthetic opioids
This is an illicit industry. The point
indicates the reporter is foolish or uninformed. She is treating it as a legitimate
business.
... depths to which opioid
epidemic has penetrated U.S.
communities
Obviously someone is sleeping at the
wheel.
... a difficult debate over what created the problem
The answer is very simple: look at the
public health triad (Agent, Host, Envi-
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ronment). Obama and Botticelli were
allowing the Agent (drugs) to flood the
country. The environment is permissive
with many drugs available in the drug
bazaars. The host is using and getting sick
and dying. The way out of the problem is
to stop the flood of drugs while improving
the environment and assisting the host. It
is not a difficult debate at all.
... and what’s making it worse.
No need for fear-mongering, just
concerted practical action (not speeches,
summits, or community forums).
Policymakers are increasingly siding with the doctors.
This is inadequate because policymakers aren’t taking guidance from doctors
who are competent at producing good
results.
... to rescue people with addiction
from the overwhelming cravings of
their habit
What a sad word, “rescue.” The
Massachusetts Model produced results:
patients got sober and stayed connected
to their primary care providers. If you
think we’re on the Titanic and need
rescue boats for those in the swim, good
luck. That’s not the case where it comes
to addiction treatment.
Suboxone mimics ... opiates without the “addictive high”
So what? The emphasis should be on
“mimics opiates.” The presence or absence
of “addictive highs” is a poor benchmark
or barometer when considering “addiction
potential.”
Chief Lane: “We have people here
abusing methadone and suboxone.”
There you go. The police chief just
supported my prior statement.
“They just trade one drug for
another.”
Of course they do: that is the nature of
addiction.
Such concerns have led to restrictive policies governing which physicians can prescribe suboxone...

You’ve made police into doctors and
doctors into police (by making them mandated vaccinators). By that logic, mandating doctors to treat addiction is next
(because medicine by mandate and not by
choice and mutual agreement is the lasting
legacy of ObamaCare).
...and how many patients they can
treat at any one time
Make the sky the limit. Obama/Botticelli do it all by executive fiat anyway.
2 million [abusers]
What is the source for her numbers?
Botticelli says we have an “epidemic.”7
Epidemic means at least 7.7% of the
population is infected. For the U.S., “epidemic” entails nearly 26 million addicts.
Her numbers are nonsense.
Addicts ... turn to the black
market
A black market is an illegal traffic
or trade in officially controlled or scarce
commodities. Because of porous borders
the so-called commodity is not scarce.
Further, we spend $31 billion8 in treatment annually (and if we use Ms. Park’s
two million addicts statistic, that computes
to $15,500/year per addict paid by the
taxpayer). Where then is the black market
opportunity and for whom?
dangerous counterfeit opioids
The fentanyl and carfentanil are
coming from China9 in container ships as
precursors. They are downloaded at our
ports and transported to the buyers, who
from what it appears are legitimately10
ordering the precursors (prodrugs) from
China.11 Ms. Park is woefully inadequate
in her research.12
... a bold $1.1. billion proposal
Bold? We are already spending $31
billion dollars! Without controlling drugs
flowing into the country, no amount of
money will solve the problem. Remember
the Public Health Triad (Agent–Host–
Environment). If you don’t control the
mosquito you cannot control malaria.
... encourage medicine like subox-
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one to treat people with addictions
None of the terms are properly
defined, rendering this a pseudo-sentence
with indeterminate meaning.
... and allow nurse practitioners
and physician assistants, as well as
doctors, to receive the proper training
to prescribe the drug.
What is the current curriculum? Do
you have a particular curriculum you recommend? How do you measure deficiencies? What article or monograph are you
citing? Your article states that doctors need
only eight hours of classroom education to
be certified to prescribe Suboxone. Are you
recommending other measures?
[Switzerland and England] ... dispense “small” amounts of heroin
Look at the UK-Switzerland13 and
USA-Switzerland14 comparisons. You’re
comparing apples and oranges.
“We tend to look at addiction
treatment in a black and white way,”
says Dr. Joji Suzuki
How should it be looked at?
... director of addiction psychiatry
at Brigham and Women’s Hospital
It’s politically incorrect to call it
addiction psychiatry: Mr. Botticelli has
eliminated “addiction” as a stigma word.
He’d insist you rewrite Suzuki’s title as
“substance user15 psychiatrist.” This PC
rewrite equates three categories: the lawful
doctor, the patient taking medication, and
the drug pusher.
“These drug-based treatments are
effective”
But Dr. Suzuki’s publications16 all
pertain to his inpatient work. He followed
nobody long-term. On what basis can he
state that the “drug-based treatments are
effective”?
“... but overall the medical culture
has not embraced them.”
I have not seen any of Dr. Suzuki’s papers on “medical culture” and the “reasons”
for not “embracing” “drug-based treatments.” In their absence, he has no right to
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make general claims, let alone pontificate.
The key is to think [of this in
terms] similar to the way people take
statins to lower cholesterol or insulin
to keep their blood sugar in check.
Please review the statin paper17 and
my comments on the diabetes analogy
below. If Dr. Suzuki as a psychiatrist in
the narrow field of “substance use” cannot
opine on statins, surely Alice Park is even
less qualified to do so.
People with addiction may be
dependent on the drugs to keep them
clean
Ms. Park is being politically incorrect by using the word “clean” as opposed
to, I guess, being “dirty.” Both words were
banished by drug czar Botticelli.
... addiction as defined in the
psychiatric manual
The “psychiatric manual” Ms. Park is
referring to is called DSM-5. For comparison, see Botticelli’s SAMHSA definition.18
“People tend to confuse the
difference between dependence and
addiction,” says Suzuki.
These are old terms no longer in use,
Dr. Suzuki.
[N.b. I’ve omitted Dr. Kishore’s
technical analysis of physiological
dependence versus addiction due to
its length. It discussed how multiple
neurotransmitters contribute to reward
and addiction.]
Study after study supports the effectiveness of drug-based therapies for
opioid addiction.
Ms. Park completely omits opposing
views19 that challenge20 this assertion.
People who take methadone and
suboxone are better able to keep a job,
These are industry-sponsored studies21
if any. Comparing apples and oranges.
Britain22 has socialized medicine while the
U.S. does not.
... avoid relapses
Too loose a term. We need frequency of
relapse, etc.23
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... and gradually reduce their need
to continue using heroin or opioids.
Literature advocates for gradual taper,
but the “system” does not allow enough
time to do a 10% of the dose every other
day taper.24
That’s key to recovery...
Recovery is a loaded word that’s often
ill defined.25
... opioids can have a lasting effect
on the brain
Hence “recovery” is a vague, loaded
word.
... rewiring reward circuits and
permanently altering the way people
perceive satisfaction.
Even neuroscientists find it difficult to
explain the simpler case of stimulants and
there’s no comparable article on opioids in
the medical literature. Park’s certainty is
wholly unjustified.
“Once the brain is changed by
addiction, that mechanism of choice
is damaged,”
Addiction to what? Opiates? Stimulants? Sex and pornography?27
What do you mean by mechanism,
choice, or damage? Is this damage
reversible?
... says Dr. Sarah Wakefield
I could not find a Sarah Wakefield
mentioned by Ms. Park on the Massachusetts General Hospital Staff. There is a
Sarah Wakeman28 who seems to have done
some work with the addicted, but she is
not ASAM certified, ABAM certified, or a
Fellow or Distinguished Fellow of ASAM.
She is just a primary care physician whose
addiction work focused on policy.
... medical director of the substance-use-disorder-initiative at Massachusetts General Hospital.
Dr. Wakeman (not Wakefield) is listed
as the medical director of the Substance
Use Disorder Initiative and the Addiction
Consult Team at Massachusetts General
Hospital (MGH),29 an inpatient program.
Consequently, there’s doubt she has compe-
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tence in the long term care of the addicted
individuals.
“It’s almost like a stroke in that
part of the brain.”
The only pertinent article I can find
is about smokers,30 not those addicted to
opioids, which affect very different areas of
the brain. These facile comparisons are not
backed up by any data.
“Someone with addiction can no
sooner choose not to be addicted...”
There is nothing in the medical
literature to back up this contention. My
practice experience directly contradicts
this claim. I called addiction a “Happy
Disease” 31 because of the number of people
I have seen in my PMAI clinics who lead
healthy wholesome lives.
“... than someone with diabetes
can choose not to have diabetes.”
This comparison is completely incoherent. In diabetes, the diabetics crave sugar.
We are not feeding them sugar cubes every
few hours like medicine: we are giving
them insulin to block the cravings, and
we reduce their cravings further through
lifestyle modifications. Sarah Wakeman
is, in effect, advocating addicts to be given
“sugar cube” equivalents of methadone and
Suboxone instead of blocking their cravings with Naltrexone! Her analogy does
not hold water.
There remains considerable stigma
Park veers off into the bushes again
with the stigma business. In contrast, look
at what I did in 2008, explaining why
addiction is a “happy disease” to The
Woburn Advocate32 in an article that got
the maximum number of clicks for a long
time.
... around using drugs to treat
addiction
Drugs are but tools, just as guns are.
The fault lies with the people behind the
guns, not with inanimate objects. Similarly, drugs are tools to get an addicted
person to a sober state and into a sustained
recovery process.
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People with addiction who are
recovering with the help of medications like suboxone are stigmatized by
members of popular rehab groups ...
For addicts who wish to stay sober
there is Narcotics Anonymous.33 For those
who wish to stay on methadone there is
Methadone Anonymous.34 For those who
wish to be on Suboxone or any other drugs
there is MARA.35 What are you grumbling
about?
...like Narcotics Anonymous
These are “fellowship programs”36
and this is a free world where people can
associate freely.37 Don’t grumble: start
a group you like and ask Mr. Botticelli
(who is sitting on $31 billion) to support
you. Let people do what they think helps
them. Why do you have to coerce Narcotics
Anonymous groups to take your Suboxone
Takers when there are other groups where
they can go?
... discouraging them from taking
advantage of the social support that’s
so critical...
Nobody is objecting to you or anybody
starting a Suboxone user’s group. Stop
driving square pegs into round holes.
Even the good intentions of the
doctors are stymied by such old-fashioned resistance.
Okay, then ask the doctors with good
intentions to start a Suboxone Anonymous. After all, a doctor started Alcoholics
Anonymous.38 Ask Dr. Wakeman not to
sit idle but start a Suboxone Anonymous
Group just as Dr. Robert Smith did in
1935 with Alcoholics Anonymous.
... physicians are restricted in how
many patients they can treat with
suboxone
Who is your message for? Botticelli
already raised the number of patients a
doctor can see from 30 to 10039 to 275.
What’s the problem?
... in 2016 USDHHS expanded
the number to 275 and allowed nurse
practitioners and physician assistants

to prescribe the drug as well.
So what is your gripe now?
Still, many doctors don’t prescribe
suboxone.
Did you ask the doctors why? Might
there be a reason?
... 90% of the prescriptions for
it are written by just 6,000 of the
32,000 doctors in U.S. certified ...
What a revelation. Despite what
you’re trying to imply, these are not heartless doctors. They see Suboxone as an
inadequate way to help their patients,
meaning that most doctors who practice
sound medicine see no value in this drug,
Ms. Park.
The certification, issued by the
[DEA], involves eight hours of training on both medical and legal issues...
Make it 4 hours! Make it 1 hour!
Who cares? Give it to 10% of the Workforce40 like France did41 when Suboxone
was introduced there in 1992.
... no medication alone can be the
answer to this epidemic.
So what is the moral of the story? If
you’re shilling for more Suboxone to be prescribed, come straight out and say so, and
ask Botticelli to start public clinics (as was
done when methadone was first introduced
here in the 1970s).
... increase options available to
people with addiction
What else do you suggest besides
Suboxone?
... reduce the stigma of looking
for help.
Who, precisely, should reduce this
“disease” of “stigma”? Aren’t psychological
triggers something that puts the patient
into proximity of non-stigmatizing professional doctors?
The boy [is living in] his third
home in his 4 years.
Start opium dens42 like in the past so
when “users” become recumbent they can
be watched over by a caregiver.43 They
can have babysitter services while they get
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high without stigma, as BHCHHP44 does.
Start orphanages. [N.b. There is obvious
sarcasm in Dr. Kishore’s replies here and
elsewhere, provoked by the way politicized medicine has painted itself into a
corner.]
.... mother ... was also a drug user
So what? Addiction is a young adult
disease. It has no genetic link, meaning
males and females are at equal risk. However, females tend to get pregnant. Better
account for this factor when you design a
service for the “user.”
mother ... left him when he was 8
days old,
What do you suggest the Mom should
do? Please advise.
... his great-grandparents were
awarded custody
The child was hopefully screened for
this placement.
[boy was then given to] his grandmother
Okay, it is a screening issue if the
grandmother is a “user” too.
... grandmother [now] serving
180 days in jail
She is a “user” under Botticelli definition, not an addict, and should not be
jailed.
... her partner is serving 360 days
for child endangerment
Ask Botticelli to unmess this mess.
public intoxication
If private intoxication is preferable to
public intoxication, please set up a “safe
site.”
driving under the influence
That is a public hazard. Because they
are “users” under your preferred definition, Botticelli and cohort have to set a safe
level, just like with alcohol.
While incarcerated, neither will
receive treatment for drug abuse;
Why so? Did you check with the
Sheriff?
... cities like East Liverpool don’t
have the resources...
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Why so? Can you ask Mr. Botticelli to
loosen a million dollars for East Liverpool
from his $31 billion?
... or the training to provide it.
Training is only 8 hours. Ask Mr. Botticelli to either shorten training to 30 to
60 minutes and offer it on the internet, or
mandate all doctors to give out Suboxone.
“When they get out, they will
probably go right back to what they
were doing, is my guess,” says [Police
Chief] Lane.
If you think they are not going to get
treatment when they get out, ask your
news magazine to advocate. And if you
can forecast the future, and it’s this bleak,
you should advocate as well given your
authority in the community.
[Photo caption] A homeless
addict trying to get clean in East Liverpool, Ohio, says her addiction has
exhausted the patience and resources
of family and friends who tried to
help
Have a heart, Ms. Park. Please mobilize the community. Don’t denigrate the
community where people are living. When
you use the wrong tools for the wrong
trade, things go horribly wrong. Good
luck with this PR piece for Suboxone, Ms.
Park. East Liverpool will need it, given the
faulty direction you’re charting from your
journalistic pulpit.
***************************************
On January 14, 2017, The Washington Post posted an article entitled “I’m
a doctor who wants to treat addiction,
but the rules won’t let me” by Douglas Jacobs. This remarkable story is in
desperate need of cross-examination by
Dr. Kishore, who had to slog through
writing “of unbelievably poor quality for
an MD” to measure it against the truths
it hid through misdirection. At least by
interacting with the article, we arrive at
a “transformative work” that could actually inform the readers as to what’s truly
going on. The same font style cues apply
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here as with Dr. Kishore’s dissection of
the Time article above. Dr. Kishore has
moved the penultimate paragraph to
the top to better frame the issues and
enhance overall clarity.
Herein lies our nonsensical
system:
Can you call this a system?
We
Whom are you referring to? Speak for
yourself. Use the word “I.”
physicians have
David A. Fiellin M.D.45 with his
partner Dr. O’Connor at Yale University
(a premier research center) set up the “system” in 2000-2001. Address your concerns
in an open letter to the doctors at Yale who
set up the “system” you’ve characterized as
“nonsensical.”
little trouble prescribing opioids
Not so fast. Prescribing opiates comes
with many checks and balances:46 DEA
number, written prescription, limits on
amounts, audits by DEA, Board of Medicine regulations, etc.
the very drugs
Not so fast.47 Opiates are not the only
answer for pain. There are many modalities.48 Paracelsus observed, “All substances
are poisons, there is none which is not a
poison. It is the dose that differentiates a
poison from a remedy.” Consequently, the
difference between medicine, drug, and
poison must be properly recognized.49
that
Drugs do not fly into people and get
them addicted like a mosquito infects a
person with malaria. The Drug, Set, and
the Setting contribute to Addiction +
Choice.
get people
Don’t call patients people. Patients are
under the care of a doctor. People can do
what they want. There is a major difference. Patients are under a trusted caregiver
with knowledge. People, of course, are
exercising free will.
addicted.
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General consensus is 8% to 12% get
addicted while 88% to 92% use appropriately. It is the doctor’s call to divine the
risk factors.
But despite
There is no correlation. You’ve just
compared apples to oranges.
an epidemic
Which “epidemic”? There are multiple
“epidemics” and multiple factors50 contributing to the disease state and the spread of
disease.
where 91 Americans die every day
of opioid use,
Please review the CDC paper51 for the
multiple contributing factors.
we face arbitrary roadblocks to
prescribing addiction treatment
It is not as dire as you make it. There
are provisions for override52 in all regulations.
such as training sessions and caps
on the number of patients who can
receive lifesaving medications.
Why are they capped? There are always provisions for overrides. Is your panel
of 275 patients full? [After this point, Dr.
Kishore examines the article’s title and
its opening paragraphs.]
I’m a doctor [start of article title]
Dr. Jacobs is a Resident Doctor or
Doctor in Training. He is not licensed to
treat independently until he completes his
residency and gets his license.
who wants to treat addiction
I’m glad he wants to treat addiction.
Dr. Jacobs has to get the necessary Board
Certifications53 before he can start practicing.
but the rules won’t let me [end of
article title]
“The rules won’t let you”?! They should
not let you!! Dr. Douglas Jacobs, you are
not licensed in Massachusetts according
to the Board of Registration in Medicine
Physician Profiles54 website. This is so
obviously a public relations piece, replete
with bottles of Suboxone on prominent
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display at the top!
Dr. Douglas Jacobs is a resident physician at Brigham and Women’s Hospital
in Boston. Hence he has to do everything
under supervision, including writing this
article. I wonder if his supervisor approved
this piece.
Mr. B undid his arm bandages
and revealed two large, gaping
wounds where he injected his heroin.
He lay back in his hospital bed,
looked up at the ceiling and said with
a quivering voice, “I can’t inject into
my veins anymore because they are all
shot. I know I have a problem, Doctor. I’ve been trying to quit, but it’s so
hard.”
We need more information. Is “Mr.
B” homeless? Does he have a job? Is he
insured? Who is his primary care physician? What treatments were tried? We need
all this before we can judge the case. Dr.
Jacobs does not provide enough information but wishes to wring sympathy for his
“cause.”
Mr. B (I’m identifying him only
by his initial to protect his privacy)
Nice that you protected his privacy.
Did you seek his consent before you used
his case record for this article? Consent is
paramount in research.
had been using heroin for 20
years after originally being prescribed
a common opioid, oxycodone, to treat
his pain.
Dr. Douglas Jacobs is giving us bits
and pieces of information that slant the
story without giving us a full sketch or
picture of the case. In medicine we call it
grand rounds: there is a format one should
follow so as not to bias the audience.
He, like many others
How many did you treat?
who had fallen victim
Victim?
to the opioid epidemic,
Who declared this “epidemic” and
when? What was the plan devised for

warding off the “epidemic”?
was trying to quit, but methadone
hadn’t worked for him.
Where did he get his methadone from?
Who gave it to him? Did you review the
records? Did you talk to the treater who
gave him methadone? Is the story true?
“It made me feel ill,” he said.
At what dose did it make him “ill”?
Is it a dosing issue? Are there blood levels
drawn? Is he slow to metabolize? Is it the
formulary issue? What are the symptoms of
his being “sick”: nausea/vomiting? Abdominal cramps? Rash? The details are needed.
I knew of a medication that
would treat his addiction
Wow! What an innovative genius you
are! I’m being sarcastic because Jacobs is
not a licensed doctor in Massachusetts and
as such (as in the military) he works under
the command and control of a licensed
doctor. Dr. Jacobs, please do not claim
more authority than you really have.
and possibly save his life.
Just one medication and your Mr. B.’s
life could be saved! Did you report your
attending physician to the Board of Medicine for cruel and unusual punishment of
the patient?
It has been around for years,
Many drugs are around for years.
That is no credit to the medication. What
is required is case matching: is this the
appropriate drug? Ignoring this is akin to
malpractice.
is simple to use
It has a pretty complicated sublingual
and buccal absorption. Swallowing inactivates the drug. It is not that simple.
and is safer than other options.
What, precisely, are the “different”
options Dr. Jacobs considered?
Sadly,
Why “Sadly”? That is Dr. Jacobs’s fate
and reality till he completes residency and
gets his license.
I can’t prescribe it.
So what? You work under an attend-
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ing physician who can prescribe it. If the
patient is suited for care by this drug (and
if deemed extremely necessary), SAMHSA55 and NAABT56 maintain websites for
referral to an appropriately licensed and
certified physician in the area.
We need to fix this.
Who are the royal “We”? What do you
mean by “fix” this?
The drug’s name is buprenorphine, which was approved by the
Food and Drug Administration in
2002.
Good. You should research DATA
200057 as well as Dr. O’Connor and Dr.
David A. Fiellin, two endowed professors
at the famous Ivy League Medical School
at Yale University who researched and
launched the drug for the federal government in 2001.
Once absorbed into the blood,
buprenorphine targets the same
receptor as opiates, partially blocking
their effect and limiting the symptoms of withdrawal.
Dr. Jacobs failed to mention that once
Buprenorphine leaves the system, in six to
eight hours all the withdrawal symptoms
come back with double the vengeance!
Decreased respiratory drive,
which can occur with other opioids
and can lead to death in overdose,
occurs at a very low rate58 with
buprenorphine.
However, the combination with benzodiazepines is lethal, which most addicted
individuals take to get to sleep!
As such, it has become the firstline treatment for opioid addiction,
Hold a minute: first line of treatment?
I heard that sobriety is the first line of
treatment!
but many patients like Mr. B still
have trouble getting access to the
drug.
There were 1,045,91059 doctors in the
U.S. in 2013. You stated 3% are certified
to prescribe Suboxone: that equals 31,000
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physicians. In contrast, the whole nation
has only 23,000 cardiologists!60 Cardiac
conditions are the #1 problem for US
residents! We have 610,00061 deaths from
heart related conditions in the U.S., but
570,00062 deaths from addiction.63 The
manpower supply is not the problem to
treat addictions—it is plentiful. According
to your own statistics, it is the care system
that is at fault.
Unfortunately, buprenorphine has
been limited by regulations
Limitations were created by Dr.
Jacobs’s own physician colleagues at Yale
Medical School in 2001. Please draw
them into the discussion for article completion’s sake.
that significantly hinder the
drug’s widespread acceptance.
There are reasons why doctors64 have
reluctance with Suboxone Practice.65
Any physician who wishes to prescribe buprenorphine has to take an
eight-hour online training course.66
What’s wrong with that? Is training
bad for you?
Physicians don’t have to be
specially certified to prescribe other
medications
Now you are comparing addiction
medicine with treatment of other diseases?
Every specialty has multiples of training
programs!
most physicians aren’t even aware
that such barriers exist.
Whose fault is that? If you want to
be a doctor you pass MCAT and go to
medical school. Similar systems exist for all
specialties and professions! You are living
in the Stone Age, Dr. Jacobs.
Unsurprisingly, 97 percent of
physicians67 are not certified to prescribe buprenorphine.
The 3% who are certified amounts to
a whopping 31,000 doctors! Much more
than the 23,000 cardiologists we have in
the country!
Arbitrary rules
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Those so-called “arbitrary rules” were
established by Dr. O’Connor and Dr. Fiellin. Did you contact them for comment?
handcuff
Wow! A very strong word! Are you
paranoid?
the few physicians who can prescribe buprenorphine
What heroes!
capping the number of patients
that each certified physician can treat
What is your wish list? How many
can you treat? What exactly is your idea of
treatment?
In 2000, federal legislation limited the number of patients undergoing buprenorphine treatment to 30
per physician in the first year, and
100 thereafter.
In July, new legislative changes
increased the cap to 275 patients.
So that is very good! The capacity
is trebled plus you did not mention they
brought in Nurse Practitioners and Physician Assistants68 into the fold. That is vast
capacity!
this represents an improvement,
I am glad you grudgingly “acknowledge” this.
it still limits access to crucial addiction treatment …
What other “crucial addiction treatments” are you looking for? Please explain
yourself.
prevents physicians from devoting
their entire practice to opioid
treatment
#1 You are in training. #2 You do not
have a license. #3 You are working under
limited license or somebody else’s license.
#4 You do not have training or board certification. #5 You have years to go before
you can start a practice. #6. By the time
you get to practice, the addiction epidemic
may be over, as we have seen with AIDS,
smallpox, cholera, etc. What is your beef?
Because of these caps, some stable
patients may be forced out of bu-
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prenorphine treatment prematurely
Have you seen this happen? Are the
doctors you work with so callous as to force
patients out to make more slots?
to make room for a new patient
with a more urgent need.
Once again you cannot speculate in
medicine. If you have facts and figures,
provide them or retract this article. This
type of writing is hazardous to the public.
Patients like Mr. B, finally able to
admit that they have problems with
addiction, may have nowhere to turn.
Once again, Mr. B admitted to having a problem. But as an adult he made a
choice to leave. You could have used section
12 A but you obviously felt this type of
restraint is not needed. So what is the beef?
Buprenorphine has been singled
out for regulation
In this land we have a code of federal
regulations concerning food and drugs
passed by the Congress. If you have an issue
you are welcome to take it up with your
Congressman or Senator.
because it is the first addiction
treatment that is safe enough to
be prescribed at a regular doctor’s
appointment.
Once again there is the issue of Drug,
Set, and the Setting. Addiction has to
be viewed in the lens of that particular
triangle. Drug itself is only part of the
equation of treatment.
The United States has always
placed strict rules on addiction
treatment
You want to go to Canada? Saudi
Arabia is even better: they cut the hands
off alcoholics. Are you serious about “strict
rules”?
partly because past addiction
medications such as methadone could
lead to overdose or illicit sale on the
black market.
Who is selling it on the black market?
Your patients? Doctors? What is the point
of this sentence? The police are not doing
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their job right?
But buprenorphine is different.
What is blinding your objectivity here?
While buprenorphine can be sold
illicitly69
Are you saying there is nothing wrong
with that? Ask the Department of Correction in Massachusetts: they will tell you
how it comes in Bibles and is sold for $70
a pop.
physicians can switch a patientturned-seller to methadone
This is not easy for multiple reasons:
1. patient acceptance to go back to regimentation. 2. “slots” availability, etc.
which is administered in specialized clinics to prevent such activity
The whole purpose of Suboxone is
to shut the methadone clinics! Now Dr.
Jacobs wants them back in the picture! The
policy is incoherent.
Additionally, the risk of
buprenorphine overdose is onefourth that of methadone, as a 2009
study70 of 16,000 people in Australia
demonstrated.
So you wish to condone 25% Excess
Mortality?
Even if I completed all necessary training to comply with federal
regulation I still wouldn’t be able to
prescribe the drug.
Why?
That’s because at the primary-care
clinic where I work as a physicianin-training, none of the supervising
doctors are certified to prescribe
buprenorphine.
Seriously? You’re casting the blame
on your superiors? In the military that is
called insubordination. You would be on
the path to be court-martialed.
I have been told that I shouldn’t
become certified
They are wise doctors!
“you don’t want to attract those
patients to your practice.”
The saying is, they are acknowledging

their prudence. Sorry that they do not have
your cowboy Wild West spirit. At least they
are acknowledging their ignorance of an
area they do not specialize in: that is truly
wise.
It’s true that many clinicians view
patients with chronic pain and opioid
addiction as some of the hardest to
take care of
Is that not true in your opinion?
We often feel torn between treating real pain and prescribing opioids
to feed an addiction that could end in
death.
You are so confused, Dr. Jacobs.
This is frustrating because even
with the best intentions
Perhaps you and Mr. Botticelli could
found, promote, and join the self-help
group called Blamers Anonymous.
we are caught between pain on
the one hand and overdose on the
other.
So talk straight, Dr. Jacobs: what is
your solution?
But this is a false dichotomy.
What is the correct dichotomy?
Treating addiction with buprenorphine instead of with opioid painkillers may make these interactions less
frustrating,
Please run for Congress and change
the laws.
This can and should be a positive
feedback loop.
Now you are totally talking through
your hat, Dr. Jacobs.
If more doctors become familiar
with addiction treatment,
You want to teach them? Who should
teach them? Medical Schools? Addicts?
stigma will diminish and more
physicians will feel comfortable prescribing buprenorphine.
You yourself are exercising your stigma
by allowing a distressed addict who is
probably mentally ill walk out from under
your care. How good are you? It is like the

January/February 2017 | Faith for All of Life

17

Faith for All of Life
pot calling the kettle black.
But to unleash the potential
of well-meaning physicians in
combating our nation’s opioid
epidemic,71 the first step must be to
remove the barriers to prescribing this
medication.
That’s a gigantic leap that applies
scorched earth thinking to two centuries of
progress.
Mr. B was found to have a bacterial infection in his blood, an extremely dangerous condition
Obviously if he poses a danger to
himself or others by his infection, you can
exercise your police powers (via Section 12
A petition).
Even so, he left the hospital before
he could complete a course of antibiotic treatment.
Once again, Dr. Jacobs, if you are so
concerned about the health of the patient
you can issue a Section 12 A for involuntary treatment or Section 35. Further,
what is the regimen you put him on? Are
there other factors? Legal issues? Family
issues?
He left, in part, because his opioid withdrawal symptoms were too
disabling for him to deal with.
Have you heard of Section 12,72 doctor? If you are concerned you can “pink
paper” Mr. B. Have you heard of comfort
medicines? Have you heard of Vivitrol?
Have you had a successful case of getting
one anyone sober? Based on your screed you
fit the pattern of a bottom feeder. Never
state to yourself and others that you can
help your patient in a healthy way.
He probably won’t be counted
among those who die of an opioid
overdose.
You are pretty morbid, Dr. Jacobs:
your mind constantly veers to death of your
patients. Medical schools make us into a
“can do” crowd, not a bunch of whiners.
But when his infection finally
overtakes his body,
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Why do you wish ill for your “patient”? Are you trying to guilt trip the
entire nation? You said you are a doctor?
I commend to you 7 Ways to Get out of
Guilt Trips.73
it will be the lack of access to
addiction treatment that truly is to
blame.
Wait a minute: that is a gross overgeneralization, Dr. Jacobs. Further,
“blame” is now the exclusive prerogative of
its leading distributor, drug czar Michael
Botticelli, as documented in detail by
Selbrede.74 Botticelli may not appreciate
the usurpation.
The complicity of The Washington
Post in prominently featuring this addiction “story” while bypassing ones of
actual value is a more reliable bellwether
of where history will eventually place
the blame for today’s rising death tolls.
In the next article in this series, we
hope to probe the involvement of the
United Nations in this crisis. The notion
that administering a sobriety-enforcing
medication like Vivitrol constitutes a human rights violation (and thus should be
abandoned as a treatment option) cries
out for a full examination. It appears that
a frontal attack on the Biblical virtue of
sobriety75 is being launched from the
long-standing seat of globalist power, an
attack no less oppressive than the “evangelism equals genocide” formula the UN
had previously endorsed.
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Feature Article

“First the Blade”
Dr. Rushdoony’s Influence on My Life
by Tim Yarbrough
[Editor’s note: This article is cast in two distinct sections. In the first section, the author explains how he arrived at his current convictions
and what those foundations mean to him. The second section is, in effect, a recounting of what the author and his fellow believers are
doing in light of those convictions, i.e., how he is implementing them in the real world. I have extracted this second section from an
autobiographical statement provided to me by the author because it allows our readership to see what happens when theory is translated into
practice. We exhort you to follow this article through to the end to fully see the connection. – MGS]

“For in Him we live, and move, and have our being … ” Acts 17:28
“God’s redemption involves the restoration of all things to their true relationship to Him as Creator and
Redeemer. The source of all things is God’s eternal decree, and all things have their total and exclusive
meaning in God.” (R. J. Rushdoony, The Politics of Guilt and Pity, p. 37)

W

e live eight miles
from the northwest Alabama rural farm
where I was born and
raised. My own children
were raised there until
we moved in their teen years to the
“city” within the same county. Mine was
a simple country upbringing filled with
meaningful work and simple values.
Though my parents were not Christians,
one of the great delights (and awful anguishes) of my early life was being across
the field and staying the night with my
godly grandparents. Retiring at night no
later than 8 P.M., we grandchildren slept
in the same room on an extra bed where
my dear grandmother slept. The delight
was that I got to hear that precious lady
pray for all my brothers and cousins and
their many sins. Those prayers were as
refreshing as the taste of a spring-cooled
watermelon on a hot August afternoon.
Not content with having taken care of
the primary sinners in the family, she
would exercise herself concerning my
sins and my need of Christ. What horrible anguish that precious lady caused
my youthful spirit.
I was an early entrepreneur (having
started my first business at age twelve)
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and converted to Christ at the age of
seventeen. Immersed in the dispensational doom dominant throughout the
area, I was at least aware of the inherent
conflict between this theological training and an optimistic entrepreneurial
outlook. With no maturity of life-experience or mentors who could offer an
alternative view, I allowed this conflict
to breed instability and inconsistency
in my decision-making and lifestyle
patterns. To help matters along while in
this state, I entered college, married, and
we had three children in thirty-three
months.
The tremors to this foundation
began with a $1 used book, A. W. Pink’s
The Sovereignty of God. The implications
were frightening because if he was correct, my existing theology was not just
an illusion but a fraud. How I remember my heart yearning that Mr. Pink was
correct, that God was that Sovereign,
that powerful, that God. But?
Shortly thereafter, the theological
earthquake came. At a conference in
the spring of 1983, I obtained some
writings by a gentleman named R. J.
Rushdoony. I learned later that the pastor I obtained these from was a disciple
and personal friend of Mr. Rushdoony.
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Astonishingly, here was a Christian faith
that was comprehensive, practically applied, advocating victory for Christians
in time and history. I ordered Rushdoony’s The Institutes of Biblical Law in
the early summer of 1983 (and received
my first Chalcedon Report in October of
that year).
When Institutes arrived, I opened
it at the mailbox on our dusty unpaved
country road and read (with a nowsomewhat illumined mind) the fourteen-page “Introduction.” “This Bible
is for the government of the people,
by the people, and for the people,” he
quoted Wycliffe as saying. “The concern
was less with church or state than with
government by the law-word of God.”
My very existence resonated with these
declarations. I cleared my schedule,
hibernated, read Institutes for the first
time coupled with another reading of
the previously obtained books and a
continual read through the Scriptures.
My life was being redirected.
My Early Failure Corrected
At this stage in my life, I had
some awareness of the “issues” but one
discovers that new knowledge does not
immediately translate into maturity
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in character or wise lifestyle application. I had, up to this point, focused
on national violations of the concepts
of freedom and liberty that I perceived.
Emphasizing concerns where I had no
influence and no reasonable foundation
for optimistic outcomes amounted to
intentionally courting these frustrations,
which, in their proper turn, nurtured
a critical spirit that then became the
master of my thoughts and tongue.
I brought this ill-conceived lifestyle
baggage into our home. I chose to fight
the culture war on battlefields where
I ensured the defeat of my objectives
because there was no influence. Heartbreakingly in many cases, I can see in
the lives and conversations of others a
choice to follow the same self-defeating
path I had rumbled upon and the
authoritarianism of their critical spirit
serves primarily to defeat their professed
objectives. Like me, most are blind to
it—the people around them are not.
I am thankful the internet was not
around when this infection purposed
my worldview.
It was here that Dr. Rushdoony had
his greatest impact in my life. His continual emphasis throughout his writing
and speaking labors on “first the blade”
eventually led to the repudiation of my
former framework and the formulation
of positive direction through applied
practical localism—beginning with
self-government and correcting my family government miscues. Two primary
directional questions were developed
because of Dr. Rushdoony’s insistence
on the absolutely sovereignty of God in
every area of life:
Question 1: What does God
require me to think about that?
Question 2: What is the wisest way
to implement what God requires
me to think about that?
These two questions were the foun-
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dation to what has become known
throughout our area as the Circles of
Influence. The emphasis stabilized my
thinking and brought consistency to
my character over time. All the young
people, churches where I have taught,
community classes, homeschool groups,
our public readings groups, etc., have
all been exposed to this methodology of
determining and assigning God’s priorities to the decision-making process in a
comprehensive manner.
Because of these exercises over many
years, I do not have to create diverse
starting points when discussing economics, education, health care, arts, business, money, church, civil government,
war, oaths, marriage, children, etc.—the
starting point is always the same: what
does God, in the Bible, require us to
think about that? That consistent starting point requires no mental gymnastics, no compromises with humanism,
polytheism, dualism, or any of the other
myriad of man-centered attempts at dethroning our Lord. Of course, in many
circles, it is interpreted, quite correctly,
as the battle cry of an advancing army.
Localism and First the Blades
I recently posted that Sunday, November 6, 2016, was a tremendously encouraging evidence of the work of God
in that I was fully aware that on that
day there was preached in the United
States more Election Day sermons than
if you combined all of them that had
been preached in my lifetime. Another
brother noted to me in conversation
that there were probably more Election
Day sermons preached on that day than
since the 1700s combined! I think his
observation is more accurate than mine.
Immediately after my post, another individual, with good intent I
am certain, stated that all we had to do
now was to make sure those sermons
were Biblical and right. My very spirit
rose up in thanks to God for using Dr.

Rushdoony to teach me what I shared in
response (paraphrase):
It is true that the probability is high
that many of these sermons need maturity being that they are newly sprung
forth. But are we not witnessing God’s
bringing forth of “first the blade.” I
have now lived nearly sixty years and
am fully aware that some of these blades
will die due to lack of sunshine, a lack
of water, a lack of nutrients, etc. Some
of them will die because they will be
stepped on and crushed, some mangled
by the weather beyond recovery. But
shall we not recognize that without “first
the blade” there will be zero that will
ever reach maturity? I have learned to
be filled with rejoicing and thankfulness
when God gives us “first the blade” for
it is there that He nurtures encouraging
hope, gives direction for future endeavors,
and strengthens the inner man for another
crop. If those blades are to die or not be
able to withstand the storms necessary,
let it not be because we did not attempt
to nurture them or offer what protections
we can in their moments of weakness. For
who knows the mind of God or will give
Him counsel to His own doings with His
own blades? If He has put us there, let
us arise and advance as caretakers of our
Father’s crops.

If you have read Mr. Rushdoony
and his emphasis on “starting,” one cannot miss the significance of the victory
tones of his influence and his guiding of
my perspective here.
“First the blade” was also instrumental in spurring the intentional development of our apprenticeship/mentoring program via businesses, counseling,
and community-based classes. What
incredible lessons have been taught us in
these past thirty-plus years as God has
brought more than four hundred young
men and women under the influence of
a comprehensive gospel through these
endeavors!
Dr. Rushdoony, whom I never
personally met, counseled me many
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an evening through his writings and
encouraged me to see my early experience as a young believer who could
find no mentor as a Providence of God
for direction. I knew it was a problem,
and that God intended me to offer a
solution to that problem where He had
planted us. Hence, God led us to vow
before our Lord that, if at all possible,
no young person throughout our area
would go without a willing mentor. It
takes a lot of time, a maturing in your
own discipleship, a patience in God’s
process, a willingness to watch failure,
but mostly, it must be an intentional lifestyle. Shall we not, by God’s grace, run
after them before we watch them try to
stand alone? The young man and the
young woman need that great visionary
antidote for life: a victorious hope in the
Crown Rights of Jesus Christ!
My County, My Communities,
My Cities
I was thirty-five years of age before a
genuine brokenness for my county, our
local communities, our local cities—the
place where God planted us to leaven—
began to dominate and restructure my
life’s mission. Indeed, much is wrong
and we will yet pay a heavier price for
it, but God influenced us through Dr.
Rushdoony: plant where you are; plant
intentionally; and maintain awareness
for “first the blades.” It is there, in the
sprigs that sprout, the seed that swells,
the ground that cracks, where hope for
the potential of the mature harvest will
first appear. Dr. Rushdoony’s great lesson to my life and home is best summed
up, so I think, by Pierre Viret:
In reading the Scriptures we learn the
theoretical, but we are never good
theologians until we practice our theology in divine letters, and never shall we
comprehend it well without being exercised in it by various trials, by which
we come to the true understanding and
knowledge of the matters we read of,
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and taste the goodness and assistance,
help, and favor of God. By this we see
how blessed they are who trust in Him
who shall never forsake them. For apart
from this we speak only of the Holy
Scriptures as armchair generals, and
as those who discuss the war or other
matters after only hearing of it, with no
understanding or experience of it whatever. (Pierre Viret, Letters of Comfort to
the Persecuted Church, translated by R.
A. Sheats, p. 18.)

Our communities, so my experience
teaches me, have never been offered the
paradigm of a comprehensive, victorious Christian worldview marinated in
the aroma of a conquering King. “The
meek shall inherit the earth”: “first the
blades.”
SECTION TWO (Extracted from
Tim Yarbrough’s biographical
statement)
I have owned and operated my own
businesses for forty years, which has
taken me to several nations and three
continents. Our business group has
helped successful apprentices launch a
number of businesses and we are constantly working with new endeavors and
trying to help existing businesses. I teach
classes to our Christian young men and
women on the dominion orientation
of owning businesses and have helped
launch over sixty different enterprises.
A lot of my direct work today is consulting with companies for energy and
structural efficiencies.
The following are a few of the items
which we are working on throughout
our community (county).
James 127
James 127 is a work that flows
from the combined efforts of two of our
local congregations, in which we seek
to identify widows in distress and meet
their basic life needs (including housing
or house repairs) while engaging their
families with the requirements of God’s
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law in terms of their relationship with
the widow. By “engaging their families,”
we mean visiting with them and teaching them (whether they’re believers or
not) what God’s law requires regarding
widows. It is a great way to explain the
gospel because of endemic lawlessness.
In addition, we have written some short
position papers that we use with other
churches in the area and are actively
working on more substantial position
papers for this aspect of the endeavor.
What we have discovered is that
pastors and congregations who are antinomian and/or dispensational are open
to the value of this aspect of God’s law
because they can see it clearly. It is what
we call a necessary bridge work. Our
rural county has over nine hundred widows. We have recently purchased nine
acres to develop into homes (and have
one already which a family has moved
into) for genuine younger widows (by
death, Biblical divorce, abuse) who
homeschool and want to continue to
do so. Our goal is to put up a building
there this coming year to house outsourced work from various companies
we are contracting with. This way, the
families can live and work together, supplying their needs in a community of
peers with the support of the local congregations. One of the goals is to teach
them the skills to run the company so
that it can then be delegated to them.
Home Education
Mentoring Families
All of the CR (Christian Reconstructionist) families in our area are
home educators and a large number are
basic Reformed as well. There has been
a great hue and cry about Christians
getting their children out of government
schools but not a lot of active evangelizing of them to do so. This project,
which we have practiced for some years,
is being formalized for launch after
January 2017. The framework here is
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that we are training our existing families, some in their second generation, to
become specifically assigned mentoring
families to those seeking to move to the
home education model. Our plan is to
hold five-county introductory “meet
and greet” meetings in different locations where interested families can meet
both first and second generation home
educators and talk with them one-onone. From those meetings, the interested families will be invited to three
different hospitality meals at the homes
of existing home educators just to get
to interact personally. Our aim for this
coming year is to help launch another
five hundred children out of the public
school sector by this process.
In addition to the homeschool evangelistic program, we teach in different
existing homeschool co-ops. Among
our CR participants we have taught
economics, history, Greek, music, philosophy, etc. At present I am teaching
one particular co-op with the following
approach:
1st hour: Life Styles of the True and
Faithful in which we seek to define,
explore, and apply basic lifestyle principles. As an example, the first one in
this series is Why Should Anyone Trust
You or Anything You Say? The premise
is that one must be willing to embrace
that they have a duty to earn the trust
of others by being trustworthy in both
word and practice—including in their
home.
Next 30 minutes: This is a class on
“Who Said That?” wherein we take the
declarations of a historical figure, read
them, and discuss the implications. Of
course, attendees try to guess who “said
that.” The goal here is to get them to see
and understand the different philosophical approaches to life and why the
Biblical view is superior.
Final 30 Minutes: Biblical Economics: Understood and Applied
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All three of these teaching segments
are designed for significant interaction.
Deeper Outreach at Multiple Levels
We meet constantly with our
County Commissioners, mayors, city
councils, etc., providing them with
instructions from the Scriptures, history,
and present-day problem solving. As a
group, we have pored over our county,
city, and school budgets and are preparing to provide privatization alternatives
(we did this in 2002 and the politicians
did not want to give up spending other
people’s money). We are planning to
launch a countywide program identifying the tremendous benefits of everyone
becoming “debt free” and that there is a
way to do that.
Tied to this is the launch in January
2017 of our classes for training Proverbs
31 men (see verse 23 of that chapter).
Our textbook will be The Institutes of
Biblical Law with a specific emphasis
on what the local problems are that
can be solved at the local level (certain
things that are federal and state concerns
require a different approach). The goal
is to have qualified individuals prepared
to run for every open county office in
2018. It must be understood that the
courage for interposition will be a necessary component.
At present, with all the groundwork
we are and will be doing, our game plan
is to run on a idea: Restoring Community Through Faith, Freedom, and
Frugality using Article 1, Section 35
of the Alabama Constitution as the
platform launching pad: “That the sole
and only legitimate end of government
is to protect the citizen in the enjoyment
of life, liberty, and property, and when
the government assumes other functions it is usurpation and oppression.”
We have one group here in our county,
another group that we will be teaching
in Colbert County, and this year I am
making my first attempt to teach this

class online. These classes all require the
undertaking of community based projects that are intentional and where one
can actually exercise influence.
Historically, we developed a program in our area where Christian families who saved their money and were
able to buy their land and the material
to build a modest home had access to
organized donated labor to build that
home debt-free. So far, we have built
seventeen of these. This approach reaches across all kinds of denominational
barriers via the homeschool community.
What we are now doing is combining
some resources (Lord willing) to purchase thirty acres in the local area (the
price per acre drops significantly when
you buy more acreage). Then the young
men and/or young families will be able
to purchase the land in increments of
three to five acres while paying for that
land at the thirty-acre rate. The goal is
to allow them to own and build with a
reduced cost function and without debt.
This is an effort entirely premised on
inter-generational thinking and planning. Such intentional capitalization for
benefit to future generations also holds
forth promise that sacrificial examples
will spur greater maturity in those generations and their vision will go beyond
where we have been.
We put on three major conferences
each year, one at our congregation
(fall—3-day) and two at Pastor Jim’s
(spring and fall—one evening and one
day). The young men and women govern this and they are simply excellent at
handling it. Their work here has a wide
impact and influence.
We carry on a public outreach at
our fairs, trade days, etc., where we set
up booths and prepare literature to pass
out, films to see, and training for young
and old in one-on-one apologetics. This
is great training.
Continued on page 26
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Special Column

Resource Rushdoony
by Andrea Schwartz

W

hen R.J. Rushdoony passed
away in the early
months of 2001, many
wondered what would
happen to the Chalcedon Foundation. The question arose:
Can a ministry that began in 1965, primarily focused on the lectures and writings of its founder, survive his death?
Well, almost sixteen years later, it
is safe to say that under the leadership
and guidance of Mark Rushdoony, not
only has Chalcedon survived, but it has
emerged with a renewed focus to make
sure Rushdoony’s titles remain in print,
and also to publish manuscripts that
were completed awaiting publication.
A slogan emerged that graced banners
at our Extending the Reach events with
Rush’s picture on them which simply
read: Read Rushdoony.
And that is precisely what has
happened. People in greater numbers
began to read his material. Parents in
the homeschooling movement who had
benefitted from his efforts and life work
(often unknowingly so) began to do
more than just concern themselves with
which school curriculum to purchase.
They became hungry for a full-orbed
faith which applied to every area of life
and thought—one that could embrace a
thoroughly Biblical worldview.
So Chalcedon’s president, Mark
Rushdoony, and its board members,
along with ensuring that Rush’s written
material and audio sermons and lectures
were available for purchase, made the
bold move to also have them accessible online for anyone with an internet
connection. One must admit that this is
not a customary marketing plan; but it
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was a Biblical one in line with Matthew
10:8 which instructs, “Freely you have
received, freely give.”
Our faithful supporters appreciated
the opportunity to continue to access
materials as well as share them with
those they wished to reach with Chalcedon’s message that the Christian faith
is a faith for all of life and that God’s
law is the means by which we conquer
the world in Jesus’ name. Little did we
know in 2009–2010, as we revamped
our existing website, that right around
the corner was the cultural phenomena of social media and the ubiquitous
nature of smart phones. Over time, it
became obvious that our website wasn’t
capable of meeting the new status
quo technologically. What’s more, we
realized that in order to respond to the
growing appetite for Chalcedon’s message, we needed to make some significant changes so that people searching on
Google for R.J. Rushdoony and Chalcedon would end up with accurate results
from us rather than from detractors.
Resource Rushdoony
I am happy to report to our supporters that a renewed Chalcedon
website has been worked on for over a
year to produce an internet user experience that will not only allow people to
read Rushdoony, but to make use of all
of Chalcedon’s resources as well. To give
you an idea of what this project entailed,
let me share some numbers.
# of Magazine issues from 1997 to
the present—162 (and more back
issues being added regularly)
# of Magazine articles from 1997 to
the present—1579 +
# of Research articles—1018 +
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# of Audio albums—150 +
# of audio tracks—nearly 2000
# blog posts—350 +
# of books/e books—150
+ assorted videos, position
papers, and journals of Christian
Reconstruction
Thanks to the efforts of my faithful
colleague (Jill Rouse—Dr. Rushdoony’s
granddaughter) and a host of capable
volunteers, we have categorized by topic
this entire body of material. What’s
more, thanks to a faithful supporter
who had produced transcripts of the
audio lectures, we now have a website
architecture that allows for most of our
material to be searched for key words
and Scripture references. This material
reflects more than just Dr. Rushdoony’s
works. It includes like-minded writers
who have contributed to Chalcedon
over the years and their articles and
books.
We also are partnering with a web
development company whose owner is a
dedicated, theonomic, Reconstructionist
homeschooling his ever-growing family.
He and his colleague provide us with an
opportunity to enhance our web presence while keeping true to our mission
and vision.
Restore
One of the things we endeavored
to correct with this refresh of our web
presence was the absence of good biographical information on R. J. Rushdoony. Thus, our new site has extensive
background information on Rush, along
with biographical material on his life,
his family roots, and photos of him
from childhood to his active work with
Chalcedon. This will improve our SEO
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(search engine optimization) so that interested persons will hear from us rather
than detractors.
Research
Now visitors to www.Chalcedon.
edu will have the opportunity to
research by topic, author, format, and
language (for those materials that have
been translated into other languages).
They will encounter a user experience
very much akin to behaviors they are
used to on popular library and commerce sites. And they will have access
to examine material before they choose
to purchase. In short, material will
be available for pastors to prepare for
sermons, students to include Chalcedon
material in school papers, and students
of Biblical law to have a powerful search
tool to gather the particular information
they seek.
Remind, Renew,
Reconstruct & Restore
The “About Chalcedon” section reminds the reader that Chalcedon’s ministry is not underwritten by foundations
or grants, but by the contributions of its
underwriters and monthly supporters.
The new website hopefully will renew
their commitment to help Chalcedon
continue to move ahead with equipping the church to renew its mandate
to disciple the nations and reconstruct
every area of life and thought to the
honor and glory of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. Our “Give” section makes it
easy to fund this important work along
with financing special projects that will
further enable Chalcedon to restore
society to a Biblical base.
Reaching Out
Those who have worked with us to
develop the revamped site have told us
over and over how unlike any other site
the Chalcedon site is. One comment we
heard repeatedly was, “Many organizations are narrowly focused but attempt
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to look bigger and more influential than
they are. Chalcedon is different. Yours
is a ministry with vast resources and our
task is to help people know just how
important you are.” Every step along
the way, our own focus and determination to advance Chalcedon’s message
rekindled as we could see the potential
that lay before us. We have added Virtual Master Class Webinars for young
people, along with providing men and
women individual online studies to enhance their understanding of Christian
Reconstruction. Our “Connect” section
will keep people up-to-date about these
events and others. We have added a
Faith and Action Blog, encouraging supporters to share how they are applying
Biblical faith throughout their lives, in
order to encourage others. This, along
with our three existing blogs, will feature regular blog contributions in other
languages, along with translations of our
books and materials so that Chalcedon’s
reach will extend throughout the world.
Is there a better time to reconstruct
than now?
Andrea Schwartz is Chalcedon’s family and
Christian education advocate. She educated
her three children through high school,
and has written books on homeschooling,
the family, and developing effective women
for the Kingdom of God. She is the author
of two children’s books for families to
read together: Teach Me While My Heart is
Tender: Real-Aloud Stories of Repentance and
Forgiveness and Family Matters: Read-Aloud
Stories of Responsibility and Self-Discipline.
Visit her website at KingdomDrivenFamily.
com to find out more about the Chalcedon
Teacher Training Institute, a mentoring/
study program designed for women to help
them in their Kingdom service. She resides
in San Jose, CA with her husband of over
40 years. She can be contacted at Andrea@
chalcedon.edu.

Save 25% on All Books by
Andrea Schwartz!
Only $71.00 (Reg. $95.00)
The Biblical Trustee Family
Woman of the House: A Mother’s Role
in Building a Christian Culture
Teach Me While My Heart Is Tender
Family Matters: Read Aloud Stories of
Responsibility and Self-Discipline
Lessons Learned From Years of
Homeschooling
The Homeschool Life: Discovering
God’s Way to Family-Based Education
A House For God: Building a
Kingdom-Driven Family
Order Online at
http://bit.ly/AndreaSchwartzSet
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70. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
pubmed/19443138
71. https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/
epidemic/
72. https://section12a.wordpress.
com/2013/10/22/section-12-a-article-punyamurtula-s-kishore-v-board-of-registrationin-medicine/
73. https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/
the-squeaky-wheel/201305/7-ways-get-outguilt-trips
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puncturing-the-boundary-between-medicine-and-politics/
75. This virtue is echoed in Stoic, Greek,
and Roman cultures as well.
Yarbrough… First the Blade cont. from pg. 23

We have a number of other activities, such as our public reading clubs,
minister newsletters, and instructions to
judges and other public officials reflecting our objective to demonstrate that
the ideas of CR are well founded in
both Scripture and history. The work
here is now influencing similar undertakings in six other Alabama counties.
Our prayer is to reach all sixty-seven
counties in the state and that such work
would be undertaken locally and grown
organically. We are often asked, but we
honestly do not have nor desire any
formal organization for our endeavors.
What we have discovered is that the free
market works just as well in the influence market as it does in the product/
service market. We consider the example
of Acts 8:1–4 to be one of the greatest
examples of genuine leadership in all of
history.
One of the latest developments has
originated with a young man in Bibb
County who has developed an excellent
method of creating a news alternative
online for his county. He’s still working
out the bugs but he has been successful
so far and we hope to duplicate what he
is doing in our own county this spring
and encourage it across our state. His
initial process for gaining access to readership was simply a stroke of brilliance
and its most notable feature is that we
then govern the conversation. This is a
frightening prospect for enemies of the
gospel and Kingdom of Jesus Christ.
Our greatest obstacle and challenge
is the toxic creation of dependency by
families, churches, and the civil government. Our second greatest challenge
would be antinomianism (but there is
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a way to work with that), followed by
dispensationalism (but young people
are abandoning that in droves here) and
dualism. The need to apply wisdom in
confronting these and other obstacles
has never been greater nor the opportunity more favorable.
We do not have full-time people on
these initiatives because we determined
long ago that our local work would be
funded by those actually involved (an
idea that we gleaned from one of Dr.
George Grant’s books, as well as from
the example of David in the Scripture).
We determined that if something was
worth pursuing, one of the questions
that must be answered “yes” is that it
also be worth paying for.
Personal mentoring/counseling also
consumes, on average, twelve hours
a week of my time. As we say, it is an
intentional lifestyle. Actually, it is a
glorious lifestyle.
Until His Enemies Are His
Footstool,
Tim Yarbrough
Deut. 5:29
Tim Yarbrough (b. 1957) has been married
to Deborah since 1977 and has three
children: Erick (b. 1978) married Cheryl
and they have two daughters: Aliyah Rose
(15) and Chloe Diane (12); Emily (b. 1979)
married Keith Lacy and they have two
sons: Brantston (14) and Tristen (12); Ernie
(1981) married Myra and they have two
sons and a daughter: Ridley McCheynne
(7); Cameron Tyndale (4); and Nora
Evangeline (1). His family has attended
the Trinity Free Presbyterian Church since
1993 and was one of its founding member
families. He has served as an elder since the
organization of the congregation.
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Chalcedon Catalog
Biblical Law
The Institute of Biblical Law (In three volumes, by R. J. Rushdoony) Volume I
Biblical Law is a plan for dominion under God, whereas its rejection is to
claim dominion on man’s terms. The general principles (commandments)
of the law are discussed as well as their specific applications (case law) in
Scripture. Many consider this to be the author’s most important work.
Hardback, 890 pages, indices, $50.00

Or, buy Vol’s 1 and 2 and receive Vol. 3 FREE!
All 3 for only $77.00 (A huge savings off the $110.00
retail price)

Volume II, Law and Society
The relationship of Biblical Law to communion and community, the
sociology of the Sabbath, the family and inheritance, and much more are
covered in the second volume. Contains an appendix by Herbert Titus.
Hardback, 752 pages, indices, $35.00

Volume III, The Intent of the Law
After summarizing the case laws, the author illustrates how the law is for our
good, and makes clear the difference between the sacrificial laws and those
that apply today.
Hardback, 252 pages, indices, $25.00
The Institutes of Biblical Law Vol. 1 (La Institución de la Ley Bíblica, Tomo 1)
Spanish version. Great for reaching the Spanish-speaking community.
Hardback, 912 pages, indices, $40.00

Ten Commandments for Today (DVD)
This 12-part DVD collection contains an in-depth
interview with the late Dr. R. J. Rushdoony on the
application of God’s law to our modern world. Each
commandment is covered in detail as Dr. Rushdoony
challenges the humanistic remedies that have obviously
failed. Only through God’s revealed will, as laid down in
the Bible, can the standard for righteous living be found. Rushdoony silences
the critics of Christianity by outlining the rewards of obedience as well as
the consequences of disobedience to God’s Word. Includes 12 segments: an
introduction, one segment on each commandment, and a conclusion.
2 DVDs, $30.00

Law and Liberty
By R. J. Rushdoony. This work examines various areas of life
from a Biblical perspective. Every area of life must be brought
under the dominion of Christ and the government of God’s
Word.
Paperback, 212 pages, $9.00

In Your Justice
By Edward J. Murphy. The implications of God’s law over the
life of man and society.
Booklet, 36 pages, $2.00

Faith and Obedience: An Introduction to Biblical Law
R. J. Rushdoony reveals that to be born again means that
where you were once governed by your own word and
spirit, you are now totally governed by God’s Word and
Spirit. This is because every word of God is a binding
word. Our money, our calling, our family, our sexuality,
our political life, our economics, our sciences, our art,
and all things else must be subject to God’s Word and
requirements. Taken from the introduction in The Institutes of Biblical Law
(foreword by Mark Rushdoony). Great for sharing with others.
Paperback, 31 pages, index, $3.00

*Buy Pack of 50 “Faith and Obedience” for only $45.00 (Retails $150.00)

Education
The Philosophy of the Christian Curriculum
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian School represents
a break with humanistic education, but, too often, the
Christian educator carries the state’s humanism with him.
A curriculum is not neutral: it’s either a course in
humanism or training in a God-centered faith and life.
Paperback, 190 pages, index, $16.00

The Harsh Truth about Public Schools
By Bruce Shortt. This book combines a sound Biblical
basis, rigorous research, straightforward, easily read
language, and eminently sound reasoning. It is a
thoroughly documented description of the inescapably
anti-Christian thrust of any governmental school system
and the inevitable results: moral relativism (no fixed
standards), academic dumbing down, far-left programs,
near absence of discipline, and the persistent but pitiable rationalizations
offered by government education professionals.
Paperback, 464 pages, $22.00

Intellectual Schizophrenia
By R. J. Rushdoony. Dr. Rushdoony predicted that the
humanist system, based on anti-Christian premises of
the Enlightenment, could only get worse. He knew that
education divorced from God and from all transcendental
standards would produce the educational disaster and
moral barbarism we have today.
Paperback, 150 pages, index, $17.00

The Messianic Character of American Education
By R. J. Rushdoony. From Mann to the present, the state
has used education to socialize the child. The school’s basic
purpose, according to its own philosophers, is not education
in the traditional sense of the 3 R’s. Instead, it is to promote
“democracy” and “equality,” not in their legal or civic sense,
but in terms of the engineering of a socialized citizenry. Such
men saw themselves and the school in messianic terms. This
book was instrumental in launching the Christian school and homeschool
movements.
Hardback, 410 pages, index, $20.00
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Mathematics: Is God Silent?
By James Nickel. This book revolutionizes the prevailing
understanding and teaching of math. It will serve as a
solid refutation for the claim, often made in court, that
mathematics is one subject which cannot be taught from a
distinctively Biblical perspective.
Revised and enlarged 2001 edition, Paperback, 408 pages, $24.00

The Foundations of Christian Scholarship
Edited by Gary North. These are essays developing the
implications and meaning of the philosophy of Dr.
Cornelius Van Til for every area of life. The chapters explore
the implications of Biblical faith for a variety of disciplines.
Paperback, 355 pages, indices, $24.00

The Victims of Dick and Jane
By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. America’s most effective critic
of public education shows us how America’s public schools
were remade by educators who used curriculum to create
citizens suitable for their own vision of a utopian socialist
society. This collection of essays will show you how and
why America’s public education declined.
Paperback, 266 pages, index, $22.00

Revolution via Education
By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. Blumenfeld gets to the root of
our crisis: our spiritual state and the need for an explicitly
Christian form of education. Blumenfeld leaves nothing
uncovered. He examines the men, methods, and means to
the socialist project to transform America into an outright
tyranny by scientific controllers.
Paperback, 189 pages, index, $20.00

Lessons Learned From Years of Homeschooling
By Andrea Schwartz. After nearly a quarter century of
homeschooling her children, Andrea experienced both the
accomplishments and challenges that come with being a
homeschooling mom. Discover the potential rewards of
making the world your classroom and God’s Word the
foundation of everything you teach.
Paperback, 107 pages, index, $14.00

The Homeschool Life: Discovering God’s Way
to Family-Based Education
By Andrea Schwartz. This book offers sage advice
concerning key aspects of homeschooling and gives
practical insights for parents as they seek to provide a
Christian education for their children.
Paperback, 143 pages, index, $17.00

Teach Me While My Heart Is Tender: Read Aloud Stories of
Repentance and Forgiveness
Andrea Schwartz compiled three stories drawn from her
family-life experiences to help parents teach children how
the faith applies to every area of life. They confront the
ugly reality of sin, the beauty of godly repentance, and the
necessity of forgiveness. The stories are meant to be read
by parents and children together. The interactions and
discussions that will follow serve to draw families closer together.
Paperback, 61 pages, index, $10.00
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Alpha-Phonics: A Primer for Beginning Readers
By Sam Blumenfeld. Provides parents, teachers and tutors
with a sensible, logical, easy-to-use system for teaching
reading. The Workbook teaches our alphabetic system
- with its 26 letters and 44 sounds - in the following
sequence: First, the alphabet, then the short vowels and
consonants, the consonant digraphs, followed by the
consonant blends, and finally the long vowels in their variety of spellings and
our other vowels. It can also be used as a supplement to any other reading
program being used in the classroom. Its systematic approach to teaching
basic phonetic skills makes it particularly valuable to programs that lack such
instruction.
Spiralbound, 180 pages, $25.00
The Alpha-Phonics Readers accompany the text of Sam
Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics, providing opportunities
for students to read at a level that matches their progress
through the text. These eleven readers move from simple
sentences to paragraphs to stories, ending with poetry.
By the time a student completes this simple program, the
phonetic reflex is well-established. This program has also
been successfully used with functionally illiterate adults.
This set consists of eleven 12-page readers, totaling 132 pages, $22.00
How to Tutor by Samuel Blumenfeld demystifies primary
education! You’ll learn that you can teach subjects you
already know without requiring specialized academic
training or degrees. Here’s what you’ll discover:
READING: In 117 lessons, teach any student to read
virtually any word in a comprehensive phonics program
HANDWRITING: In 73 lessons, train any student to
develop the lost art of cursive handwriting
ARITHMETIC: In 67 lessons, enable any student to master the essential
calculation skills, from simple addition to long division
Paperback, 271 pages, indices, $24.00

American History & the Constitution
This Independent Republic
By R. J. Rushdoony. Important insight into American
history by one who could trace American development
in terms of the Christian ideas which gave it direction.
These essays will greatly alter your understanding of, and
appreciation for, American history.
Paperback, 163 pages, index, $17.00

The Nature of the American System
By R. J. Rushdoony. Originally published in 1965, these
essays were a continuation of the author’s previous work,
This Independent Republic, and examine the interpretations
and concepts which have attempted to remake and rewrite
America’s past and present.
Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

The Influence of Historic Christianity on Early America
By Archie P. Jones. Early America was founded upon the
deep, extensive influence of Christianity inherited from
the medieval period and the Protestant Reformation. That
priceless heritage was not limited to the narrow confines
of the personal life of the individual, nor to ecclesiastical
structure. Christianity positively and predominately (though
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not perfectly) shaped culture, education, science, literature, legal thought,
legal education, political thought, law, politics, charity, and missions.

Disc 22
Disc 23
Disc 24
Disc 25
Disc 26
Disc 27
Disc 28
Disc 29
Disc 30
Disc 31
Disc 32

By R. J. Rushdoony. The author demolishes the modern
myth that the United States was founded by deists or
humanists bent on creating a secular republic.

The Monroe & Polk Doctrines
Voluntarism & Social Reform
Voluntarism & Politics
Chief Justice John Marshall: Problems of Political Voluntarism
Andrew Jackson: His Monetary Policy
The Mexican War of 1846 / Calhoun’s Disquisition
De Toqueville on Democratic Culture
De Toqueville on Individualism
Manifest Destiny
The Coming of the Civil War
De Toqueville on the Family/
Aristocratic vs. Individualistic Cultures
Disc 33 De Toqueville on Democracy & Power
Disc 34 The Interpretation of History, I
Disc 35 The Interpretation of History, II
Disc 36 The American Indian (Bonus Disc)
Disc 37 Documents: Teacher/Student Guides, Transcripts

Pamplet, 7 pages, $1.00

37 discs in album, Set of “American History to 1865”, $140.00

Booklet, 88 pages, $6.00

Biblical Faith and American History
By R. J. Rushdoony. America was a break with the
neoplatonic view of religion that dominated the medieval
church. The Puritans and other groups saw Scripture as
guidance for every area of life because they viewed its author
as the infallible Sovereign over every area.
Pamplet, 12 pages, $1.00

The United States: A Christian Republic

The Future of the Conservative Movement
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. The Future of the Conservative
Movement explores the history, accomplishments
and decline of the conservative movement, and
lays the foundation for a viable substitute to today’s
compromising, floundering conservatism.
Booklet, 67 pages, $6.00

The Late Great GOP and the Coming Realignment
By Colonel V. Doner. For more than three decades, most
Christian conservatives in the United States have hitched
their political wagon to the plodding elephant of the
Republican Party. This work is a call to arms for those
weary of political vacillation and committed more firmly
than ever to the necessity of a truly Christian social order.
Booklet, 75 pages, $6.00

American History to 1865 - NOW ON CD!
By R. J. Rushdoony. The most theologically complete
assessment of early American history available—ideal
for students. Rushdoony describes not just the facts
of history, but the leading motives and movements in
terms of the thinking of the day. Set includes 36 audio
CDs, teacher’s guide, student’s guide, plus a bonus CD
featuring PDF copies of each guide for further use.
Disc 1
Disc 2
Disc 3
Disc 4
Disc 5
Disc 6
Disc 7
Disc 8
Disc 9
Disc 10
Disc 11
Disc 12
Disc 13
Disc 14
Disc 15
Disc 16
Disc 17
Disc 18
Disc 19
Disc 20
Disc 21

Motives of Discovery & Exploration I
Motives of Discovery & Exploration II
Mercantilism
Feudalism, Monarchy & Colonies/ The Fairfax Resolves 1-8
The Fairfax Resolves 9-24
The Declaration of Independence & Articles of Confederation
George Washington: A Biographical Sketch
The U. S. Constitution, I
The U. S. Constitution, II
De Toqueville on Inheritance & Society
Voluntary Associations & the Tithe
Eschatology & History
Postmillennialism & the War of Independence
The Tyranny of the Majority
De Toqueville on Race Relations in America
The Federalist Administrations
The Voluntary Church, I
The Voluntary Church, II
The Jefferson Administration, the Tripolitan War & the War of 1812
The Voluntary Church on the Frontier, I
Religious Voluntarism & the Voluntary Church on the Frontier, II

The American Indian:
A Standing Indictment of Christianity & Statism in America
By R. J. Rushdoony. America’s first experiment with
socialism practically destroyed the American Indian.
In 1944 young R. J. Rushdoony arrived at the Duck
Valley Indian Reservation in Nevada as a missionary to
the Shoshone and the Paiute Indians. For eight years he
lived with them, worked with them, ministered to them
and listened to their stories. He came to know them intimately, both as
individuals and as a people. This is his story, and theirs.
Paperback, 139 pages, $18.00

Our Threatened Freedom:
A Christian View of the Menace of American Statism
R. J. Rushdoony reports on a mind-boggling collection of
absurdities by our legislators, bureaucrats, and judges—
from making it against the law for a company to go
out of business, to assigning five full-time undercover
agents to bust a little boy who was selling fishing worms
without a license. Written some thirty years ago as radio
commentaries, Rushdoony’s essays seem even more timely
today as we are witnessing a staggering display of state intrusion into every
area of life.
Paperback, 349 pages, indices, $18.00

World History
A Christian Survey of World History
Includes 12 audio CDs, full text supporting the
lectures, review questions, discussion questions,
and an answer key.
The purpose of a study of history is to shape the
future. Too much of history teaching centers upon
events, persons, or ideas as facts but does not recognize God’s providential
hand in judging humanistic man in order to build His Kingdom. History is
God-ordained and presents the great battle between the Kingdom of God
and the Kingdom of Man. History is full of purpose—each Kingdom has its
own goal for the end of history, and those goals are in constant conflict. A
Christian Survey of World History can be used as a stand-alone curriculum,
or as a supplement to a study of world history.
Disc 1
Disc 2
Disc 3
Disc 4

Time and History: Why History is Important
Israel, Egypt, and the Ancient Near East
Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece and Jesus Christ
The Roman Republic
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Disc 5
Disc 6
Disc 7
Disc 8
Disc 9
Disc 10
Disc 11
Disc 12

The Early Church & Byzantium
Islam & The Frontier Age
New Humanism or Medieval Period
The Reformation
Wars of Religion – So Called & The Thirty Years War
France: Louis XIV through Napoleon
England: The Puritans through Queen Victoria
20th Century: The Intellectual – Scientific Elite

12 CDs, full text, review and discussion questions, $90.00

The Biblical Philosophy of History
By R. J. Rushdoony. For the orthodox Christian who
grounds his philosophy of history on the doctrine of
creation, the mainspring of history is God. Time rests
on the foundation of eternity, on the eternal decree of
God. Time and history therefore have meaning because
they were created in terms of God’s perfect and totally
comprehensive plan. The humanist faces a meaningless
world in which he must strive to create and establish meaning.

Philosophy
The Death of Meaning
By R. J. Rushdoony. Modern philosophy has sought
to explain man and his thought process without
acknowledging God, His revelation, or man’s sin.
Philosophers who rebel against God are compelled to
abandon meaning itself, for they possess neither the
tools nor the place to anchor it. The works of darkness
championed by philosophers past and present need to be
exposed and reproved. In this volume, Dr. Rushdoony clearly enunciates
each major philosopher’s position and its implications, identifies the
intellectual and moral consequences of each school of thought, and traces
the dead-end to which each naturally leads.
Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

The Word of Flux:
Modern Man and the Problem of Knowledge

By Otto Scott. In this study, Otto Scott writes about one
of the “holy” fools of humanism who worked against the
faith from within. This is a major historical work and
marvelous reading.

By R. J. Rushdoony. Modern man has a problem with
knowledge. He cannot accept God’s Word about the world
or anything else, so anything which points to God must
be called into question. This book will lead the reader to
understand that this problem of knowledge underlies the
isolation and self-torment of modern man. Can you know
anything if you reject God and His revelation? This book takes the reader
into the heart of modern man’s intellectual dilemma.

Hardback, 472 pages, $20.00

Paperback, 127 pages, indices, $19.00

Paperback, 138 pages, $22.00

James I: The Fool as King

Church History
The “Atheism” of the Early Church
By R. J. Rushdoony. Early Christians were called
“heretics” and “atheists” when they denied the gods of
Rome, and the divinity of the emperor. These Christians
knew that Jesus Christ, not the state, was their Lord and
that this faith required a different kind of relationship to
the state than the state demanded.
Paperback, 64 pages, $12.00

The Foundations of Social Order: Studies in the Creeds
and Councils of the Early Church
By R. J. Rushdoony. Every social order rests on a creed,
on a concept of life and law, and represents a religion in
action. The basic faith of a society means growth in terms
of that faith. The life of a society is its creed; a dying
creed faces desertion or subversion readily. Because of its
indifference to its creedal basis in Biblical Christianity,
western civilization is today facing death and is in a life and death struggle
with humanism.
Paperback, 197 pages, index, $16.00

The Relevance of the Reformed Faith (CD Set)
The 2007 Chalcedon Foundation Fall Conference
Disc 1: An Intro to Biblical Law - Mark Rushdoony
Disc 2: The Great Commission - Dr. Joe Morecraft
Disc 3 Cromwell Done Right! - Dr. Joe Morecraft
Disc 4: The Power of Applied Calvinism - Martin Selbrede
Disc 5: The Powerlessness of Pietism - Martin Selbrede
Disc 6: Thy Commandment is Exceedingly Broad - Martin Selbrede
Disc 7: Dualistic Spirituality vs. Obedience - Mark Rushdoony

To Be As God: A Study of Modern Thought
Since the Marquis De Sade
By R. J. Rushdoony. This monumental work is a series
of essays on the influential thinkers and ideas in modern
times such as Marquis De Sade, Shelley, Byron, Marx,
Whitman, and Nietzsche. Reading this book will help you
understand the need to avoid the syncretistic blending of
humanistic philosophy with the Christian faith.
Paperback, 230 pages, indices, $21.00

By What Standard?
By R. J. Rushdoony. An introduction into the problems
of Christian philosophy. It focuses on the philosophical
system of Dr. Cornelius Van Til, which in turn is founded
upon the presuppositions of an infallible revelation in
the Bible and the necessity of Christian theology for all
philosophy. This is Rushdoony’s foundational work on
philosophy.
Hardback, 212 pages, index, $14.00

Van Til & The Limits of Reason
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian must see faith in God’s
revelation as opening up understanding, as thinking God’s
thoughts after Him, and rationalism as a restriction of
thought to the narrow confines of human understanding.
Reason is a gift of God, but we must not make more of
it than it is. The first three essays of this volume were
published in a small booklet in 1960 as a tribute to the
thought of Dr. Cornelius Van Til, titled Van Til. The last four essays were
written some time later and are published here for the first time.
Paperback, 84 pages, index, $10.00

7 CDs, $56.00
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The One and the Many:
Studies in the Philosophy of Order and Ultimacy
By R. J. Rushdoony. This work discusses the problem
of understanding unity vs. particularity, oneness vs.
individuality. “Whether recognized or not, every argument
and every theological, philosophical, political, or any other
exposition is based on a presupposition about man, God,
and society—about reality. This presupposition rules and
determines the conclusion; the effect is the result of a cause. And one such
basic presupposition is with reference to the one and the many.” The author
finds the answer in the Biblical doctrine of the Trinity.
Paperback, 375 pages, index, $26.00

The Flight from Humanity:
A Study of the Effect of Neoplatonism on Christianity
By R. J. Rushdoony. Neoplatonism presents man’s
dilemma as a metaphysical one, whereas Scripture presents
it as a moral problem. Basing Christianity on this false
Neoplatonic idea will always shift the faith from the
Biblical perspective. The ascetic quest sought to take
refuge from sins of the flesh but failed to address the
reality of sins of the heart and mind. In the name of humility, the ascetics
manifested arrogance and pride. This pagan idea of spirituality entered the
church and is the basis of some chronic problems in Western civilization.
Paperback, 84 pages, $13.00

Psychology
Politics of Guilt and Pity
By R. J. Rushdoony. From the foreword by Steve Schlissel:
“Rushdoony sounds the clarion call of liberty for all who
remain oppressed by Christian leaders who wrongfully
lord it over the souls of God’s righteous ones.… I pray that
the entire book will not only instruct you in the method and content of a
Biblical worldview, but actually bring you further into the glorious freedom
of the children of God. Those who walk in wisdom’s ways become immune
to the politics of guilt and pity.”
Hardback, 371 pages, index, $20.00

Revolt Against Maturity
By. R. J. Rushdoony. The Biblical doctrine of psychology is
a branch of theology dealing with man as a fallen creature
marked by a revolt against maturity. Man was created
a mature being with a responsibility to dominion and
cannot be understood from the Freudian child, nor the
Darwinian standpoint of a long biological history. Man’s
history is a short one filled with responsibility to God. Man’s
psychological problems are therefore a resistance to responsibility, i.e. a revolt
against maturity.
Hardback, 334 pages, index, $18.00

Freud
By R. J. Rushdoony. For years this compact examination
of Freud has been out of print. And although both Freud
and Rushdoony have passed on, their ideas are still very
much in collision. Freud declared war upon guilt and
sought to eradicate the primary source of Western guilt
— Christianity. Rushdoony shows conclusively the error
of Freud’s thought and the disastrous consequences of his
influence in society.

The Cure of Souls:
Recovering the Biblical Doctrine of Confession
By R. J. Rushdoony. In The Cure of Souls: Recovering
the Biblical Doctrine of Confession, R. J. Rushdoony cuts
through the misuse of Romanism and modern psychology
to restore the doctrine of confession to a Biblical
foundation—one that is covenantal and Calvinistic.
Without a true restoration of Biblical confession, the
Christian’s walk is impeded by the remains of sin. This volume is an effort in
reversing this trend.
Hardback, 320 pages with index, $26.00

Science
The Mythology of Science
By R. J. Rushdoony. This book is about the religious
nature of evolutionary thought, how these religious
presuppositions underlie our modern intellectual paradigm,
and how they are deferred to as sacrosanct by institutions
and disciplines far removed from the empirical sciences. The “mythology” of
modern science is its religious devotion to the myth of evolution.
Paperback, 134 pages, $17.00

Alive: An Enquiry into the Origin and Meaning of Life
By Dr. Magnus Verbrugge, M.D. This study is of major
importance as a critique of scientific theory, evolution,
and contemporary nihilism in scientific thought. Dr.
Verbrugge, son-in-law of the late Dr. H. Dooyeweerd and
head of the Dooyeweerd Foundation, applies the insights
of Dooyeweerd’s thinking to the realm of science. Animism
and humanism in scientific theory are brilliantly discussed.
Paperback, 159 pages, $14.00

Creation According to the Scriptures
Edited by P. Andrew Sandlin. Subtitled: A Presuppositional
Defense of Literal Six-Day Creation, this symposium by
thirteen authors is a direct frontal assault on all waffling
views of Biblical creation. It explodes the “Framework
Hypothesis,” so dear to the hearts of many respectabilityhungry Calvinists, and it throws down the gauntlet to all
who believe they can maintain a consistent view of Biblical
infallibility while abandoning literal, six-day creation.
Paperback, 159 pages, $18.00

Economics
Making Sense of Your Dollars: A Biblical Approach to Wealth
By Ian Hodge. The author puts the creation and use
of wealth in their Biblical context. Debt has put the
economies of nations and individuals in dangerous straits.
This book discusses why a business is the best investment,
as well as the issues of debt avoidance and insurance.
Wealth is a tool for dominion men to use as faithful
stewards.
Paperback, 192 pages, index, $12.00

Paperback, 74 pages, $13.00
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Larceny in the Heart: The Economics of Satan and the
Inflationary State
By R.J. Rushdoony. In this study, first published under
the title Roots of Inflation, the reader sees why envy often
causes the most successful and advanced members of
society to be deemed criminals. The reader is shown how
envious man finds any superiority in others intolerable
and how this leads to a desire for a leveling. The author
uncovers the larceny in the heart of man and its results.
Paperback, 144 pages, indices, $18.00

Biblical Studies
Genesis, Volume I of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. In recent years, it has become
commonplace for both humanists and churchmen to
sneer at anyone who takes Genesis 1-11 as historical.
Yet to believe in the myth of evolution is to accept
trillions of miracles to account for our cosmos. Spontaneous generation,
the development of something out of nothing, and the blind belief in the
miraculous powers of chance, require tremendous faith. Theology without
literal six-day creationism becomes alien to the God of Scripture because it
turns from the God Who acts and Whose Word is the creative word and the
word of power, to a belief in process as god.

Numbers, Volume IV of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Lord desires a people who will
embrace their responsibilities. The history of Israel in
the wilderness is a sad narrative of a people with hearts
hardened by complaint and rebellion to God’s ordained
authorities. They were slaves, not an army. They would
recognize the tyranny of Pharaoh but disregard the servantleadership of Moses. God would judge the generation He
led out of captivity, while training a new generation to conquer Canaan. The
book of Numbers reveals God’s dealings with both generations.
Hardback, index, 428 pages $45.00
Sermons on Numbers - 66 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (1 CD), $40.00
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $76.00

Deuteronomy, Volume V
of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
If you desire to understand the core of Rushdoony’s
thinking, this commentary on Deuteronomy is one volume
you must read. The covenantal structure of this last
book of Moses, its detailed listing of both blessings and
curses, and its strong presentation of godly theocracy
provided Rushdoony with a solid foundation from which
to summarize the central tenets of a truly Biblical worldview—one that is
solidly established upon Biblical Law, and can shape the future.
Hardback, index, 512 pages $45.00

Hardback, 297 pages, indices, $45.00

Exodus, Volume II of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. Essentially, all of mankind is on
some sort of an exodus. However, the path of fallen man
is vastly different from that of the righteous. Apart from
Jesus Christ and His atoning work, the exodus of a fallen
humanity means only a further descent from sin into
death. But in Christ, the exodus is now a glorious ascent
into the justice and dominion of the everlasting Kingdom
of God. Therefore, if we are to better understand the gracious provisions
made for us in the “promised land” of the New Covenant, a thorough
examination into the historic path of Israel as described in the book of
Exodus is essential. It is to this end that this volume was written.
Hardback, 554 pages, indices, $45.00
Sermons on Exodus - 128 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 CDs), $60.00
Save by getting the book and 2 CDs together for only $95.00

Leviticus, Volume III of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. Much like the book of Proverbs, any
emphasis upon the practical applications of God’s law is
readily shunned in pursuit of more “spiritual” studies.
Books like Leviticus are considered dull, overbearing, and
irrelevant. But man was created in God’s image and is
duty-bound to develop the implications of that image by
obedience to God’s law. The book of Leviticus contains
over ninety references to the word holy. The purpose, therefore, of this third
book of the Pentateuch is to demonstrate the legal foundation of holiness in
the totality of our lives.
Hardback, 449 pages, indices, $45.00
Sermons on Leviticus - 79 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (1 CD), $40.00
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $76.00

Sermons on Deuteronomy - 110 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 CDs), $60.00
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $95.00

Now you can purchase the complete
set of five hardback volumes of the
Pentateuch for $150.00 ($75 savings!)
Pentateuch CD Set (4
Commentary CD Sets)
By R. J. Rushdoony. Rushdoony’s four CD
Commentaries on the Pentateuch (Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) in one set.

$120... That’s 6 total MP3 CDs containing
383 sermons for $80 in savings!
Chariots of Prophetic Fire: Studies in Elijah and Elisha
By R. J. Rushdoony. As in the days of Elijah and Elisha,
it is once again said to be a virtue to tolerate evil and
condemn those who do not. This book will challenge you
to resist compromise and the temptation of expediency.
It will help you take a stand by faith for God’s truth in a
culture of falsehoods.
Hardback, 163 pages, indices, $30.00

The Gospel of John
By R. J. Rushdoony. Nothing more clearly reveals the
gospel than Christ’s atoning death and His resurrection.
They tell us that Jesus Christ has destroyed the power
of sin and death. John therefore deliberately limits the
number of miracles he reports in order to point to and
concentrate on our Lord’s death and resurrection. The
Jesus of history is He who made atonement for us, died,
and was resurrected. His life cannot be understood apart
from this, nor can we know His history in any other light.
Hardback, 320 pages, indices, $26.00
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Romans and Galatians
By R. J. Rushdoony. From the author’s introduction:
“I do not disagree with the liberating power of the
Reformation interpretation, but I believe that it provides
simply the beginning of our understanding of Romans,
not its conclusion.... The great problem in the church’s
interpretation of Scripture has been its ecclesiastical
orientation, as though God speaks only to the church,
and commands only the church. The Lord God speaks in and through
His Word to the whole man, to every man, and to every area of life and
thought…. This is the purpose of my brief comments on Romans.”

Tithing and Dominion
By Edward A. Powell and R. J. Rushdoony. God’s
Kingdom covers all things in its scope, and its immediate
ministry includes, according to Scripture, the ministry
of grace (the church), instruction (the Christian and
homeschool), help to the needy (the diaconate), and many
other things. God’s appointed means for financing His
Kingdom activities is centrally the tithe. This work affirms
that the Biblical requirement of tithing is a continuing
aspect of God’s law-word and cannot be neglected.
Hardback, 146 pages, index, $12.00

Hardback, 446 pages, indices, $24.00

A Comprehensive Faith
Hebrews, James and Jude
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Book of Hebrews is a
summons to serve Christ the Redeemer-King fully and
faithfully, without compromise. When James, in his
epistle, says that faith without works is dead, he tells
us that faith is not a mere matter of words, but it is of
necessity a matter of life. “Pure religion and undefiled”
requires Christian charity and action. Anything short
of this is a self-delusion. Jude similarly recalls us to Jesus Christ’s apostolic
commission, “Remember ye the words which have been spoken before by
the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 17). Jude’s letter reminds us of
the necessity for a new creation beginning with us, and of the inescapable
triumph of the Kingdom of God.
Hardback, 260 pages, $30.00

Sermon on the Mount
By R. J. Rushdoony. So much has been written about the
Sermon on the Mount, but so little of the commentaries
venture outside of the matters of the heart. The Beatitudes
are reduced to the assumed meaning of their more popular
portions, and much of that meaning limits our concerns
to downplaying wealth, praying in secret, suppressing
our worries, or simply reciting the Lord’s Prayer. The
Beatitudes are the Kingdom commission to the new Israel of God, and R.
J. Rushdoony elucidates this powerful thesis in a readable and engaging
commentary on the world’s greatest sermon.
Hardback, 150 pages, $20.00
Sermon on the Mount CD Set (12 CDs), $96.00
Sermon on the Mount Book & CD Set (12 CDs), $99.00

Sermons in Obadiah & Jonah
By R. J. Rushdoony. In his study of Obadiah, Rushdoony
condemns the “spiritual Edomites” of our day who believe
evildoers have the power to frustrate the progress of the
Kingdom of God. In Jonah, he demonstrates that we play
the part of Jonah when we second-guess God, complain
about the work He gives us, or are peevish when outcomes
are not to our liking.
Paperback, 84 pages, indices, $9.00

Taking Dominion
Christianity and the State
By R. J. Rushdoony. This book develops the Biblical view
of the state against the modern state’s humanism and
its attempts to govern all spheres of life. It reads like a
collection of essays on the Christian view of the state and
the return of true Christian government.

Edited by Andrew Sandlin. The Festschrift presented to
R. J. Rushdoony on his 80th birthday featuring essays
from Theodore Letis, Brian Abshire, Steve Schlissel, Joe
Morecraft III, Jean-Marc Berthoud, Byron Snapp, Samuel
Blumenfeld, Christine and Thomas Schirrmacher, Herbert
W. Titus, Ellsworth McIntyre, Howard Phillips, Ian
Hodge, and many more. Also included is a foreword by
John Frame and a brief biographical sketch by Mark Rushdoony.
Hardback, 244 pages, $23.00

Noble Savages: Exposing the Worldview of Pornographers and
Their War Against Christian Civilization
By R. J. Rushdoony. Rushdoony demonstrates that in
order for modern man to justify his perversion he must
reject the Biblical doctrine of the fall of man. If there is no
fall, the Marquis de Sade argued, then all that man does
is normative. What is the problem? It’s the philosophy
behind pornography — the rejection of the fall of man
that makes normative all that man does. Learn it all in this timeless classic.
Paperback, 161 pages, $18.00

In His Service: The Christian Calling to Charity
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian faith once meant that
a believer responded to a dark world by actively working
to bring God’s grace and mercy to others, both by word
and by deed. However, a modern, self-centered church has
isolated the faith to a pietism that relinquishes charitable
responsibility to the state. In this book, Rushdoony
elucidates the Christian’s calling to charity and its
implications for Godly dominion.
Hardback, 232 pages, $23.00

A House for God: Building a Kingdom-Driven Family
Christian parents are called to establish Kingdom-driven
families. To aid in this calling, Christian author and
education expert, Andrea Schwartz has carefully put
together this collection of essays entitled A House for God:
Building a Kingdom-Driven Family.
Paperback, 120 pages, $14.00

Salvation and Godly Rule
By R. J. Rushdoony. Salvation in Scripture includes in its
meaning “health” and “victory.” By limiting the meaning
of salvation, men have limited the power of God and the
meaning of the Gospel. In this study R. J. Rushdoony
demonstrates the expanse of the doctrine of salvation as it
relates to the rule of the God and His people.
Paperback, 661 pages, indices, $35.00

Hardback, 192 pages, indices, $18.00
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A Conquering Faith: Doctrinal Foundations for Christian
Reformation
By William Einwechter. This monograph takes on
the doctrinal defection of today’s church by providing
Christians with an introductory treatment of six vital
areas of Christian doctrine: God’s sovereignty, Christ’s
Lordship, God’s law, the authority of Scripture, the
dominion mandate, and the victory of Christ in history.

Infallibility: An Inescapable Concept
By R. J. Rushdoony. Infallibility is an inescapable
concept. If men refuse to ascribe infallibility to
Scripture, it is because the concept has been transferred
to something else. Booklet now part of the author’s
Systematic Theology.
Booklet, 69 pages, $2.00

Predestination in Light of the Cross

Paperback, 44 pages, $8.00

By John B. King, Jr. The author defends the predestination
of Martin Luther while providing a compellingly systematic
theological understanding of predestination. This book will
give the reader a fuller understanding of the sovereignty of
God.
Paperback, 314 pages, $24.00

A Word in Season: Daily Messages on the Faith for All of Life (7 Volumes)
By R. J. Rushdoony. In these pages, you won’t find the overly introspective
musings of a Christian pietist; what you’ll discover are the hard-hitting
convictions of a man whose sole commitment was faithfulness to God’s lawword and representing that binding Word to his readers.

Get all 7 volumes as a set for only $58.50
Vol. 1, Paperback, 152 pages, $12.00 • Vol. 2, Paperback, 144 pages, $12.00
Vol. 3, Paperback, 134 pages, $12.00 • Vol. 4, Paperback, 146 pages, $12.00
Vol. 5, Paperback, 176 pages, $12.00 • Vol. 6, Paperback, 149 pages, $12.00
Vol. 7, Paperback, 138 pages, $12.00

Theology
Systematic Theology (in two volumes)
By R. J. Rushdoony. Theology belongs in the
pulpit, the school, the workplace, the family
and everywhere. Society as a whole is weakened
when theology is neglected. Without a systematic
application of theology, too often people approach
the Bible with a smorgasbord mentality, picking
and choosing that which pleases them. This two-volume set addresses this
subject in order to assist in the application of the Word of God to every area
of life and thought.
Hardback, 1301 pages, indices, $70.00

The Necessity for Systematic Theology
By R. J. Rushdoony. Scripture gives us as its underlying
unity a unified doctrine of God and His order. Theology
must be systematic to be true to the God of Scripture.
Booklet now part of the author’s Systematic Theology.
Booklet, 74 pages, $2.00

Infallibility and Interpretation
By R. J. Rushdoony & P. Andrew Sandlin. The authors
argue for infallibility from a distinctly presuppositional
perspective. That is, their arguments are unapologetically
circular because they believe all ultimate claims are based
on one’s beginning assumptions. The question of Biblical
infallibility rests ultimately in one’s belief about the
character of God.
Paperback, 100 pages, $6.00
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Sovereignty
By R. J. Rushdoony. The doctrine of sovereignty is a crucial
one. By focusing on the implications of God’s sovereignty
over all things, in conjunction with the law-word of God,
the Christian will be better equipped to engage each and
every area of life. Since we are called to live in this world,
we must bring to bear the will of our Sovereign Lord in all
things.
Hardback, 519 pages, $40.00

The Church Is Israel Now
By Charles D. Provan. For the last century, Christians have
been told that God has an unconditional love for persons
racially descended from Abraham. Membership in Israel is
said to be a matter of race, not faith. This book repudiates
such a racialist viewpoint and abounds in Scripture
references which show that the blessings of Israel were
transferred to all those who accept Jesus Christ.
Paperback, 74 pages, $12.00

The Guise of Every Graceless Heart
By Terrill Irwin Elniff. An extremely important and fresh
study of Puritan thought in early America. On Biblical
and theological grounds, Puritan preachers and writers
challenged the autonomy of man, though not always
consistently.
Hardback, 120 pages, $7.00

The Great Christian Revolution
By Otto Scott, Mark R. Rushdoony, R. J. Rushdoony, John
Lofton, and Martin Selbrede. A major work on the impact
of Reformed thinking on our civilization. Some of the
studies, historical and theological, break new ground and
provide perspectives previously unknown or neglected.
Hardback, 327 pages, $22.00

Keeping Our Sacred Trust
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. This book is a trumpet blast
heralding a full-orbed, Biblical, orthodox Christianity. The
hope of the modern world is not a passive compromise
with passing heterodox fads, but aggressive devotion to the
time-honored Faith “once delivered to the saints.”
Paperback, 167 pages, $19.00
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The Incredible Scofield and His Book
By Joseph M. Canfield. This powerful and fully
documented study exposes the questionable background
and faulty theology of the man responsible for the
popular Scofield Reference Bible, which did much to
promote the dispensational system.
Paperback, 394 pages, $24.00

Pierre Viret: The Angel of the Reformation
This publication marks the five-hundredth anniversary
of the birth of Pierre Viret with the first full biography
in English of this remarkable and oft-overlooked early
Reformer. R. A. Sheats pens the fascinating history
and life of this important early light of the Protestant
Reformation who, after nearly five centuries of relative
obscurity, is now enjoying a renewed interest in his
history and scholarship. The republication comes at its
proper time, inspiring future generations to continue the work of advancing
Christ’s Kingdom throughout the world.
Hardback, 323 pages, $30.00

Culture
Toward a Christian Marriage
Edited by Elizabeth Fellerson. The law of God makes
clear how important and how central marriage is. Our
Lord stresses the fact that marriage is our normal calling.
This book consists of essays on the importance of a proper
Christian perspective on marriage.
Hardback, 43 pages, $8.00

Back Again Mr. Begbie:
The Life Story of Rev. Lt. Col. R.J.G. Begbie OBE
This biography is more than a story of the three careers
of one remarkable man. It is a chronicle of a son of
old Christendom as a leader of Christian revival in the
twentieth century. Personal history shows the greater
story of what the Holy Spirit can and does do in the
evangelization of the world.
Paperback, 357 pages, $24.00

Woman of the House: A Mother’s Role
in Building a Christian Culture
In true Titus 2 fashion, Andrea Schwartz challenges
women to reexamine several fundamental aspects of
motherhood in light of Scripture. Beginning with a
consideration of God’s character and concluding with an
invigorating charge to faithfulness, Andrea connects the
dots between God’s reality and a mother’s duty.
Paperback, 103 pages, $14.00

Family Matters: Read Aloud Stories
of Responsibility and Self-Discipline
Unless children are taught self-discipline early, they move
into their adult years without a sense of personal, familial,
or societal responsibility. The stories are meant to be
read by parents and children together and serve as useful
conversation starters to educate boys and girls so they can
be effective citizens in the Kingdom of God.
Paperback, 48 pages, $10.00

The Biblical Trustee Family:
Understanding God’s Purpose for Your Household
By Andrea Schwartz. God’s basic institution is the family,
and the Biblical family lives and operates in terms of a
calling greater than itself - the Kingdom of God. In an age
when the family is disparaged, warred against, and treated
as a mere convention, it becomes the duty of Christians to
bring God’s plan for the family to listening ears.
Paperback, 109 pages, $16.00

Empowered: Developing Strong Women for Kingdom Service
By Andrea Schwartz. Strong women are integral to
building a godly culture. In these essays, Andrea Schwartz
explores how Christ’s absolute authority, the protection of
the trustee family, the justice of God’s law in abuse cases,
and the careful study of Scripture liberates and empowers
the Christian woman to take her vital place in the cause of
Christ’s Great Commission.
Paperback, 154 pages, $17.00

The Luxury of Words: Poems by R. J. Rushdoony
By R. J. Rushdoony. This collection of poems reveal much
more about the man who dedicated his life to the premise
that God speaks to all areas of life and thought. These 112
poems span over six decades, dating as far back at the mid1930s and culminating in the years before his death. This
poetry reveals Rush’s concerns and fears, his outlook on
life, and the joy he experienced in serving Christ.
Paperback, 136 pages, $10.00

Eschatology
Thy Kingdom Come: Studies in Daniel and Revelation
By R. J. Rushdoony. Revelation’s details are often
perplexing, even baffling, and yet its main meaning is
clear—it is a book about victory. It tells us that our faith
can only result in victory. This victory is celebrated in
Daniel and elsewhere, in the entire Bible. These eschatological texts make
clear that the essential good news of the entire Bible is victory, total victory.
Paperback, 271 pages, $19.00

Thine is the Kingdom: A Study of the Postmillennial Hope
False eschatological speculation is destroying the church
today, by leading her to neglect her Christian calling. In
this volume, edited by Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., the reader
is presented with a blend of Biblical exegesis, theological
reflection, and practical application for faithful Christian
living. Chapters include contemporary writers Keith A.
Mathison, William O. Einwechter, Jeffrey Ventrella, and
Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., as well as chapters by giants of the
faith Benjamin B. Warfield and J.A. Alexander.
Paperback, 260 pages, $22.00

God’s Plan for Victory
By R. J. Rushdoony. The founder of the Christian
Reconstruction movement set forth in potent, cogent
terms the older Puritan vision of the irrepressible
advancement of Christ’s kingdom by His faithful saints
employing the entire law-Word of God as the program for
earthly victory.
Booklet, 41 pages, $6.00
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Fiction (Storehouse Press)

The Glass Bridge (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 7)
By Lee Duigon. Can faith do what pride and power can’t? In obedience to
God, the boy king, Ryons, with only half his tiny army, crosses the mountains
to invade the Thunder King’s domains.
Confronted by perils they can barely understand, with no safe choices set
before them, the heroes of Obann must risk their lives on the glass bridge that
can only be crossed by faith.
Paperback, 308 pages, $18.00

The Temple (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 8)

Purchase the
8 volume set
for $95.20

King Ryons has led his tiny army into the heart of the Thunder King’s
dominion. Ahead lies the impregnable fortress of the enemy, defended by
the destructive powers of the ancient world. His enemies work to abolish his
kingdom and restore the defeated Oligarchy. Can the boy king’s few remaining loyalists stop them?
Paperback, 284 pages, $18.00

Hidden In Plain Sight (Bubble Head Series, Vol. 1)
By M. G. Selbrede. Young physicist Jenna Wilkes has
done the impossible—and the whole scientific world
is shaking on its pillars. Could it be that conventional
science has misunderstood the very fabric of the
universe? Could there be infinitely more to it than
anyone has ever guessed? Could science’s whole concept
of reality be ... unreal?
Paperback, 334 pages, $15.00

Bell Mountain (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 1)
By Lee Duigon. The world is going to end … as soon as Jack and Ellayne
ring the bell on top of Bell Mountain. No one has ever climbed the
mountain, and no one has ever seen the bell. But the children have a divine
calling to carry out the mission, and it sweeps them into high adventure.
Great for young adults.
Paperback, 288 pages, $14.00

The Cellar Beneath the Cellar (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 2)
By Lee Duigon. A world’s future lies buried in its distant past. Barbarian
armies swarm across the mountains, driven by a terrifying vision of a
merciless war god on earth. While a nation rallies its defenses, a boy and a
girl must find the holy writings that have been concealed for 2,000 years;
and the man who was sent to kill them must now protect them at all costs.
Paperback, 288 pages, $16.00

The Thunder King (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 3)
By Lee Duigon. The Thunder King’s vast army encamps against the city, a
ring of fire and steel. But treason brews inside the city walls... The tiny army
of the Lord is on the march against the undefeated horde, in bold obedience
to a divine command; but the boy king, Ryons, marches all alone across an
empty land. The Lost Books of Scripture have been found.
Paperback, 288 pages, $16.00

The Last Banquet (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 4)
By Lee Duigon. In the wake of a barbarian invasion, chaos sweeps across
Obann. The boy king and his faithful chiefs try to restore order before the
Heathen come again - not knowing that this time, the Thunder King himself
will lead his armies. What is the secret of the man behind the Thunder
King’s golden mask? Who will survive God’s shaking of the world?
Paperback, 338 pages, $18.00

The Fugitive Prince (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 5)
By Lee Duigon. The powers wielded by the men of ancient times destroyed
all their cities in a single day. Will those powers now be turned against
Obann? There is a new Thunder King in the East, and new threats against
the West. The City of Obann seethes with treason and plots against King
Ryons - and an ignorant slave-boy must defend the rightful king’s throne.
And from the Lost Book of King Ozias emerges the first glimmer of God’s
promise of a Savior.
Paperback, 370 pages, $18.00

The Palace (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 6)
By Lee Duigon. In the sixth installment of the Bell Mountain Series, God’s
judgment hangs over the great city of Obann; but in the endless maze of
halls and corridors and offices inside the Palace, power-hungry men enter
into secret dealings with Obann’s archenemy, the Thunder King.
Paperback, 321 pages, $18.00
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The Journal of Christian Reconstruction
Vol. 2, No. 1, Symposium on Christian Economics $6.50
Vol. 2, No. 2, Symposium on Biblical Law $6.50
Vol. 5, No. 1, Symposium on Politics $6.50
Vol. 5, No. 2, Symposium on Puritanism and Law $6.50
Vol. 7, No. 1, Symposium on Inflation $6.50
Vol. 10, No. 1, Symposium on the Media and the Arts $6.50
Vol. 10, No. 2, Symposium on Christianity and Business $6.50
Vol. 11, No. 1, Symposium on the Reformation in the Arts and Media $6.50
Vol. 11, No. 2, Symposium on the Education of the Core Group $6.50
Vol. 12, No. 1, Symposium on the Constitution and Political Theology $6.50
Vol. 12, No. 2, Symposium on the Biblical Text and Literature $6.50
Vol. 13, No. 1, Symposium on Change in the Social Order $6.50
Vol. 13, No. 2, Symposium on Decline & Fall of the West/Return of Christendom $6.50
Vol. 14, No. 1, Symposium on Reconstruction in the Church and State $6.50
Vol. 14, No. 2, Symposium on the Reformation $6.50
Vol. XV, Symposium on Eschatology $6.50
Vol. XVI, The 25th Anniversary Issue $9.50
Journal of Christian Reconstruction Set $100.00

Special CD Message Series by Rushdoony
A History of Modern Philosophy

The United States Constitution

8 CDs) $64.00

(4 CDs) $32.00

Epistemology: The Christian
Philosophy of Knowledge

Economics, Money & Hope

(10 CDs) $80.00

Apologetics
(3 CDs) $24.00

The Crown Rights of Christ the King

(3 CDs) $24.00

Postmillennialism in America
(2 CDs-2 lectures per disc) $20.00

A Critique of Modern Education
(4 CDs) $32.00

(6 CDs) $48.00
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