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of the ongoing story of Dr. Kishore, 
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significantly due to extensive proofing 
by legal teams surrounding the Kishore 
case. ~ The Editor
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A very brief encoun-
ter with a pastor 

nearly forty years ago is 
still vivid. We were hur-
rying in opposite direc-
tions, so our encounter 

was very brief, and we both just slowed 
as he realized who I was, greeted me, 
and expressed his admiration for my 
father’s writing. “I really like what he has 
to say,” he commented as he passed by. 
Then he turned back and added, “Ex-
cept the postmillennialism. I just don’t 
see that happening in today’s world.”

He was already past me and look-
ing back, and I never saw him again, 
but his words surprised me. His frank-
ness betrayed the error in this pastor’s 
thinking—that his personal perception 
of what was possible was relevant to 
what God says about the progress of His 
Kingdom. 

Had that pastor said, “I don’t see 
that in the Bible” I would have for-
gotten the brief encounter long ago. 
Perhaps he misspoke in his haste and 
that is what he meant, but, in reality, I 
believe we all have a tendency to walk 
by sight rather than by faith and view 
our times and the future of the King-
dom of God in terms of our perception 
of what is logically possible. In doing so, 
we are limiting the power of God to our 
human conception. If we say we cannot 
“see that happening in today’s world” we 
are positing a Kingdom of God limited 
to one of our own understanding.

Our Perspectives or God’s?
We are Scripturally justified in being 

pessimistic about man and his culture. 

How Do You See the Future?
By Mark R. Rushdoony

F r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t

Left to himself, man only shows the 
degeneration Paul described in Romans 
1. To look at man’s future in terms of 
sin alone, however, misses not only the 
transforming power of the gospel by the 
Holy Spirit, but also the context of the 
developing Kingdom of God that was 
the basis for Paul writing to the Roman 
church.

If we focus on the depravity of 
man that may be all we see, but that 
is no more valid a perception than the 
humanist emphasis on man’s goodness. 
The gospel balances the sin of man with 
the regenerating power of His Spirit and 
the growth of the Kingdom of God, 
Who makes all things new. Our per-
spective of the times in which we live or 
the direction of all history must not be 
based on what we see and perceive but 
on the certain Word of God’s specific 
command to seek that Kingdom and its 
righteousness. It is a similar error to see 
that evil in our culture or the modern 
church and predict only judgment. 
Judgment will come, but we do not 
know when or how it will be balanced 
by God’s mercy and longsuffering, or 
how the growth of the church and the 
Kingdom might balance aspects of 
judgment. Even if judgment is immi-
nent, our duty to positively promote 
the Kingdom still remains. It is no great 
piety to predict judgment if we do not 
proclaim and promote righteousness.

About the same time as I had that 
encounter with the pastor my wife and 
I socialized with another young married 
childless couple. The husband believed 
in an imminent (in 1978) economic and 
social collapse. As a result, he expressed 

the opinion, to the consternation of his 
wife, that having children was unwise. 
His opinion about the immediate 
future was so wrong that what he saw 
as prudent planning we can now see 
as tragically foolish. Now and then my 
wife and I recall that couple and wonder 
if they had children.

Even when we truly believe in the 
power of God to advance His King-
dom to cover the earth we can fall into 
another error, one that assumes some 
process of events over time must happen 
for the Kingdom to grow to any great 
extent. We temper our confidence in 
the eventual growth of the Kingdom 
with cynicism that it is unlikely to hap-
pen anytime soon, because we assume 
the progress of the Kingdom involves a 
necessary process.

As humans, such thinking is almost 
inevitable because everything we do 
is based on our work and a process of 
capitalization. When we are dealing 
with God’s Kingdom, however, we must 
remember that it moves not in tune 
with our efforts but with the purpose 
and power of God.

The Fields Are 
White Already to Harvest

Jesus once showed His disciples that 
their view of the progress of the King-
dom was flawed. While stopping at the 
Samaritan city of Sychar, the disciples 
left Jesus at Jacob’s well while they went 
into town to buy food. They likely 
thought Sychar was just a stopping 
place for the night before continuing 
on toward their destination, which was 
Galilee.
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assumption of time and process wrong, 
but even of the necessity of their labors.

When I was in college I read an 
account of the Great Awakening. It was 
by one of its preachers who noted his 
surprise at the sudden overwhelming 
response to his message that had previ-
ously fallen on deaf ears. If we believe in 
the regenerating power of the Holy Spir-
it, we must believe that such a response 
to the gospel is not only possible but 
certain when the Spirit so moves.

Whenever we assume the Kingdom 
of God must grow (as it sometimes 
does) imperceptibly like yeast, we may 
focus so much on the smaller matters of 
Kingdom duty that we become cold to 
the possibility that big things can hap-
pen. If we have only seen slow King-
dom growth or some defeats, we risk 
projecting this as a necessary long-term 
progression, but the one certainty we 
have is that the Kingdom of God will 
not fail. We must not act or think in 
terms of what we “see” happening based 
on our experience, but rather in terms 
of what God says is certain.

Jesus told His disciples, just before 
these two days with the Samaritans, 
that “One soweth, and another rea-
peth” (John 4:37). Here in Samaria, 
the disciples would see a harvest where 
they had bestowed no labor. “Other 
men labored,” He said, “and ye are 
entered into their labors” (John 4:38). 
Sometimes the people of God will see 
a growth of His Kingdom completely 
disproportionate to, or even entirely 
lacking, their own labor.

What Prospect for the Future?
Adoniram Judson was a pioneering 

missionary to Burma early in the nine-
teenth century. He and his wife Ann 
labored for years under deplorable con-
ditions, often near to death. Recently 
released from prison, Judson received a 

The exchange between Jesus and the 
Samaritan woman is usually the focus of 
lessons on this passage (John 4:1–42). 
There is another exchange in that pas-
sage, however, between Jesus and the 
returned disciples that pertains to the 
Kingdom of God, which Jesus had 
begun to preach after John’s recent arrest 
(Mark 1:14). Jesus told the disciples, in 
verse 35:

Say not ye, There are yet four 
months and then cometh the 
harvest? Behold, I say unto you, 
lift up your eyes, and look on the 
fields, for they are white already to 
harvest.

The first statement was a transpar-
ently true observation. Jesus was giving 
a timestamp; it was either January or 
February, depending on whether the 
crop was barley or wheat.

My father grew up on a farm, and 
loved driving through California’s Cen-
tral Valley, with its unique climate that 
allows for a tremendous variety of row, 
fruit, and nut crops. It was natural for 
him to note the different crops he saw 
along the way. It was a part of his life 
and thinking to make such observations.

It was even more natural to those 
who walked through farmland as did 
the disciples. Every one of the disciples 
knew what sequence of work needed 
to be done and how long it would be 
before harvest. They had seen the pro-
cess repeated their whole lives. So, Jesus 
stated the obvious: “You are assuming 
the grain harvest cannot take place for 
four months.”

The Harvest Starts Now
Sychar was to be more than a place 

to buy food and sleep before moving on. 
The disciples likely knew their destina-
tion was Galilee (v.3) and even that they 
were headed for Cana, Nathaniel’s home 
(John 21:2). They were not expecting 
Jesus to minister there on His way, but 

Jesus said, “Lift up your eyes, and look 
on the fields; for they are white already 
to harvest.”

The ready fields to which Jesus re-
fers are no longer either barley or wheat, 
but the elect of God then in Sychar 
in Samaria. That harvest was about to 
begin. The relationship of the Samari-
tans to the Jews had long been a strained 
one, for centuries. There was a real 
animosity and social separation, and like 
our assumption regarding compromised 
churches, the disciples likely believed 
any conversion of the Samaritans would 
be a difficult one that was likely some 
time yet in the future.

Our Lord announced that the har-
vest in Samaria was not a future event. 
The “fields” were ready for harvest; it 
would start immediately. Indeed, “many” 
of the Samaritans believed and begged 
Jesus to stay, which He did for two days 
resulting in “many more” believing and 
testifying “that this is indeed the Christ, 
the Saviour of the world” (v. 39–43). 
The harvest was not in the future as the 
disciples assumed, but then and there be-
cause that was when the Spirit moved.

“One Soweth, 
and Another Reapeth”

Jesus continued His agricultural 
metaphor of a harvest. Not only was the 

If we focus on the depravity 
of man that may be all we see, 

but that is no more valid a 
perception than the humanist 
emphasis on man’s goodness. 

The gospel balances the sin 
of man with the regenerating 

power of His Spirit and the 
growth of the Kingdom of God, 

Who makes all things new. 

Continued on page 21
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The Lethally Deep Roots of Politicized Medicine
by Martin G. Selbrede

F e a t u r e  A r t i c l e

This is the seven-
teenth in a series 

of articles covering 
the ongoing story of 
Christian physician 
Dr. Punyamurtula S. 

Kishore, whose extraordinary addiction 
medicine practice was torpedoed by the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts in 
September 2011 and whose persecution 
has continued into the present. The list 
of earlier articles we’ve been supplying 
has grown so long (nearly taking up 
a page in itself ) that we may omit it 
from the end of this article (at least in 
the print edition). Our serial coverage 
of this story will soon come to a close 
as the film project and associated book 
near completion. 

Philosophy professor Dr. Michael 
Gendre has made the first fifteen articles 
in this series required reading in his Eth-
ics and Society class. His interest in Dr. 
Kishore’s case is more than academic, 
however. He was an eyewitness to how 
the media in the state of Maine chose to 
handle Dr. Kishore’s story in a calculat-
ed effort to derail his growing influence 
there (and to thus protect the metha-
done and Suboxone® industries in that 
state from a fatal competitive challenge 
to their hegemony). It became clear to 
Dr. Gendre that the tactics employed in 
Maine would also be used to challenge 
the film, and that a massive deconstruc-
tion of those tactics was called for. 

We hope to post Dr. Gendre’s work 
online once it is ready. It demonstrates 
some clear affinities between Massachu-
setts journalism and Maine journalism: 
casual disdain for the truth, an unwill-

ingness to even know the truth, and an 
embedded bias so deep the resulting 
“news” articles are models of fragmenta-
tion and logical incoherence. If we can 
color code the positive and negative 
sections of the article online, you’ll be 
able to see how the journalist weaves in 
the negatives to neutralize the positives, 
even though the negatives have no rela-
tion to the positive points they follow. 
The Frankenstein monster thus stitched 
together gives the unwary reader the 
impression the piece is balanced and 
objective, but a closer look (such as Dr. 
Gendre has provided) reveals the hidden 
agenda that’s actually at work.

How We Got Where We Are Today
As it turns out, this kind of sup-

pression (direct and indirect) in respect 
to addiction medicine is not new. It 
actually extends back to the dawn of the 
opiate crisis in the days of the Vietnam 
War. To understand how we got to 
where we are now (and to avoid repeat-
ing a sordid history), we need to take 
a crucial step backward to see that our 
current situation arose when politics 
(and crony capitalism) first began 
to contaminate the pharmaceutical 
industry, setting the deadly course we’ve 
been sailing ever since. Our guide for 
this historical narrative is Percy Menzies 
(M.Pharm.), who had a bird’s eye view 
of that history, as he explained to me in 
regard to Dr. Kishore’s work (for those 
familiar with the previous sixteen arti-
cles, note that Vivitrol® is the monthly 
injected form of naltrexone, a medicine 
also available as a pill taken either daily 
or three times a week):

I worked for the pharmaceutical com-
pany that developed naltrexone. My 
job initially was to introduce and train 
physicians on the use of this radically 
different medication, developed specifi-
cally to protect detoxed heroin addicts 
from relapsing when they returned 
home after residential treatment or 
incarceration. I cannot explain why I 
was so intrigued by this medication. 
Never in the history of medicine were 
two medications (methadone and 
naltrexone) at the opposite ends of the 
spectrum offered as treatment. You can 
guess who won.

I met Dr. Kishore in Boston over 
twenty years ago and instantly fell in 
love with him! I have not met another 
physician in the field so knowledgeable 
and passionate about helping people. 
He was that rare person who, like 
me, was determined to offer patients 
evidence-based treatments.

I was the associate product director for 
Revia (naltrexone) when I left the com-
pany about sixteen years ago to fulfill 
my mission. My clinics1 in the St. Louis 
area treat in excess of four hundred 
heroin patients a month and the main-
stay of our treatment is Suboxone®, 
naltrexone, and Vivitrol. 

I met Dr. Kishore again in Boston 
about twelve years ago and he took me 
to some of his clinics and I spoke to his 
staff on how we use naltrexone … I am 
one of the experts on naltrexone and 
can share the history and politics of this 
medication. I call it a Greek tragedy!

It is that Greek tragedy that we will 
now unfold under the guidance of eye-
witness Percy Menzies. The perspective 
this provides will permit us to properly 
frame the ugly effects that politicized 



www.chalcedon.edu March/April 2017  |  Faith for All of Life      5

Faith for All of Life
decision keeps making in the realm 
of medicine. The following sections 
are garnered from direct discussions 
between Menzies and myself on March 
12, 2017. Direct quotes are indented 
below.

Fear Mongering 
in the Shadow of Vietnam

Those returning Vietnam War vets 
who were addicted to heroin instilled 
grave concern in the Nixon administra-
tion, which overreacted. If they came 
back addicted to heroin, they’d surely 
create an increase in crime! Heroin ad-
diction was considered to be as viru-
lent as viruses that infected fish: it was 
thought that one returning GI heroin 
addict would infect fifty other people 
stateside, turning them into heroin ad-
dicts too. Something had to be done.

Nixon’s advisors told him that Dr. 
Jerome Jaffe, a psychiatrist in Chicago, 
had great success using methadone. 
Vincent Dole and Marie Nyswander 
had done the early studies on metha-
done but knew its limitations. 

What was overlooked was that Dr. Jaffe 
agreed to bring in methadone because 
he knew of a new molecule (which later 
became naltrexone) that would be a huge 
leap forward for heroin addiction. So, the 
Nixon administration funded develop-
ment of a long-term acting methadone 
(LAAM, in contrast to take-once-a-
day methadone) and a long acting 
oral antagonist (naltrexone). Neither 
one saw the light of day because both 
were opposed by the methadone lobby 
and clinics. LAAM was not lucrative 
for them and naltrexone was rejected 
on the grounds that it “blocked the 
pleasure systems” and was thus suitable 
only for highly functioning, highly 
motivated clients like airline pilots and 
doctors.

Nixon agreed to the creation of the 
DEA in 1973 and approved methadone 
in 1974. Methadone was perhaps the 
only drug to not go through the stan-

dard approval process but was rushed 
through on a presidential order. The 
approach taken had three tiers: interdic-
tion, treatment, and funding of safer 
alternative treatments, such as LAAM 
and naltrexone. To prevent diversion of 
drugs, methadone had to be ingested 
daily at a methadone clinic. 

In actual fact, only 5 percent of the 
heroin addicts addicted while in Viet-
nam continued using heroin at home2 
(the other 95 percent reconnected with 
family, etc., and lost interest in the 
promise of false endorphins). Neither 
did returning vets have easy access to 
heroin in the U.S.—it was not accessible 
here back then.

In other words, the fear-mongering 
statistics that launched methadone were 
completely unfounded, but the metha-
done lobby, undaunted, persisted in 
pushing Opioid Substitution Therapy 
(OST) with a twist: only methadone 
could be used for OST, nothing else. 
Menzies believes this pushed the treat-
ment of heroin addiction outside the 
mainstream of medicine.

The tragedy was that Dr. Jaffe was 
supposed to spearhead introduction of 
naltrexone, but he was such a strong 
advocate for methadone that he had 
little interest in seeing naltrexone move 
forward. Methadone was introduced 
in 1974, but when naltrexone was 
introduced in 1984, it had a black box 
warning that it caused liver damage: 
essentially the kiss of death for the drug. 
Significantly, the only drug in the his-
tory of the FDA that ever had its black 
box warning removed was naltrexone, 
but that took thirty years to happen! That 
is indicative of the politics of opiate 
treatment.

The rush was on to open metha-
done clinics. The results were disas-
trous. Many of their clients were barely 
recovered themselves and yet were asked 
to work in the clinics. The Illinois plan 
required that only people in recovery 

could be hired by the clinics, but that 
was appealed and found to be dis-
criminatory. Hospitals like Beth Israel 
jumped in with both feet. At that time, 
a clinic could be called not-for-profit 
and still make up to $200,000/year in 
profit, tax-exempt.

The Government Plan 
That Became a Dumpster Fire
At the outset, the Nixon admin-

istration estimated naltrexone would 
be approved within two or three years 
allowing for the methadone clinics to be 
phased out. Menzies elaborates:

Under Nixon, there was already a plan 
to decommission all methadone clinics. 
Methadone was intended to be nothing 
more than a stopgap measure. Back in 
1914, the Harrison Act shut down the 
morphine clinics, which is why metha-
done maintenance was not seen as a 
solution at all. So it was a surprise to see 
the discredited, discarded method (opi-
oid substitution therapy) come back 
to life. Scientists weren’t prepared for 
this, but relaxed their objections when 
reminded that methadone was merely a 
stopgap medication. Once methadone 
got its foot in the door, however, the 
methadone clinics lobbied to oppose 
naltrexone and guide the mutation of 
the stopgap measure into a permanent 
solution.

Then naltrexone was charged with 
causing cancer in mice, so someone 
would have to do a study to see if it 
really did. But all naltrexone studies had 
been halted, so the required study was 
for all intents and purposes blocked.

Somebody Didn’t Get That Memo
Methadone’s dominance was now 

safely insulated against naltrexone 
because nobody was supposed to be 
conducting studies on the latter. The 
methadone juggernaut had enough 
momentum that it could easily weather 
denunciations appearing later in refer-
eed journals (e.g., “giving methadone 
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to addicts is like giving sterile razors to 
a suicidal patient”).3 But the Achilles’ 
heel, the one unshielded point suscep-
tible to attack, was an unexpected result 
in Westchester County, New York.

The patients being released from prison 
on a work release program were allowed 
to go to work on condition they take 
naltrexone, and the resulting study was 
a phenomenal success. The Westchester 
folks had no idea all naltrexone studies 
had been stopped, and they accumu-
lated a huge amount of data on the 
drug that proved its long term safety. 
Nobody outside of Westchester knew 
they were still using naltrexone, and 
using it so successfully.

The charge of liver damage was 
debunked in a similar fashion, but 
that exoneration took three decades to 
achieve.4 Naltrexone’s early trials had 
gone poorly5 and these cancer and liver 
damage claims derailed further efforts to 
develop suitable protocols6 for its use. 

The Greek Tragedy Unfolds
Naltrexone was the first drug to be 

approved under the Orphan Drug Act 
of 1983. Methadone dominated the 
field, which was not the intention of the 
Nixon administration, but the obstacles 
against naltrexone were formidable. Says 
Menzies,

We could not get any traction for this 
drug. Introduction was practically 
impossible. We were told we would 
have a very limited market for a very 
select population. Within three years 
we had to stop marketing the drug. You 
couldn’t even give it away as samples. 

You cannot treat a complex condition 
with only one solution. The more op-
tions you have, the better the outcomes 
will be. With any chronic condition or 
disorder, you need a plethora of medi-
cation options, not a single controver-
sial solution. 

There was no support for naltrexone 
whatsoever. Why would you have such 

hostility toward a medication that was 
so incredibly effective? Regardless of 
age, it was 100 percent effective: the 
heroin could not enter the brain, giving 
the patient a fighting chance to get well. 
Methadone allowed the addict to keep 
abusing heroin, but naltrexone did not.

Menzies noted that even back then, 
methadone was being falsely compared 
to insulin. It was held that “you must 
stay on methadone forever, just like a di-
abetic must stay on insulin forever.” Dr. 
Kishore fully debunked this incoher-
ent claim in the sixteenth article in this 
series. Because that myth still persists, 
there’s no attempt to wean methadone 
users off methadone (especially as the 
dangerous “harm reduction” paradigm 
became dominant, driving out the 
“harm avoidance” and “harm elimina-
tion” models that promote sobriety).

As reported in an earlier article in 
this series, a key researcher doing gov-
ernment-funded comparisons between 
treatments was told to omit naltrexone 
(Vivitrol®) from the testing matrix. No 
head-to-head comparisons between it 
and methadone and Suboxone® were to 
see the light of day: the scientific study 
was apparently intended to underscore 
this by way of a blackout. 

The Greek Tragedy Takes 
an Orwellian Turn7

In the meantime, current dogma is 
that “OST is the most effective treat-
ment,” which fundamentally means 
methadone. Upstart drug Suboxone® 
(buprenorphine) has made a strong play, 
but its problems have been documented 
here beginning with the very first article 
in this series. As Menzies said in jest,

There is more Suboxone® on the 
streets than in pharmacies. It’s an ad-
dicting drug that can be diverted and 
abused. The CARE Act raised the limit 
of patients a physician can prescribe 
buprenorphine for from 100 to 270, 
but substitution treatment becomes less 

effective when the supply of opiates isn’t 
cut off. You simply have more opiates 
flooding the marketplace. Even The 
Washington Post admits that patients us-
ing Suboxone® continue to use opiates. 
It isn’t stopping opiate abuse.

Enter the new acronym, MAT, 
discussed in the previous article. MAT 
(Medically Assisted Treatment) is, to 
quote Menzies, “a transparent figleaf.”

MAT is a term coined to remove the 
word “methadone” (which had become 
controversial) and raise the banner of a 
“gold standard” in addiction treatment, 
which was to be methadone and only 
methadone. This was marketing hype, 
enforced by hostility toward competing 
medications. 

Why does MAT not include the other 
four FDA-approved medications used 
to fight addiction? But we prevailed on 
the definition, and MAT now includes 
all approved medications, including na-
ltrexone. But for all practical purposes, 
the other three medications are hardly 
used. By default, MAT has come to 
mean methadone and Suboxone®.

By 1994 or 1995, addiction had 
ratcheted up to a big problem. Why did 
MAT not have an impact in stemming 
the problem? Menzies sees a key mis-
match that makes no sense:

Look at the progress we have made 
against AIDS. Why aren’t we having 
these kinds of advances with respect to 
addiction? After all, the federal govern-
ment has no hesitation in spending tens 
of billions of dollars.

More and more states are saying 
“social detox” is not allowed: you must 
use medical detox. After detox, MAT 
enters in as “the gold standard,” es-
sentially meaning methadone. Nobody 
considers asking Cicero’s question, Cui 
bono (“Who benefits”)? Nobody thinks 
to follow the money or question mo-
tives or agendas. As a result of dropping 
naltrexone from the debate, we end up 
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with the two opposing poles fighting a 
battle that Menzies calls Pharmacopho-
bia (the Alcoholics Anonymous ap-
proach) versus Pharmacohegemony (the 
methadone/buprenorphine approach). 
Consequently,

Naltrexone is a victim of the ideological 
battles between the AA groups and the 
MAT groups that primarily promote 
OST.

How’s that battle going? America 
is consuming ninety metric tons of 
hydrocodone a year, and now police 
departments are being given Narcan 
(naloxone, not to be confused with 
naltrexone) to “save” people who have 
overdosed. That the hype over Narcan is 
phony has been documented in earlier 
articles in this series. Menzies has his 
own views on it:

This is absolutely crazy: they say they 
are going to solve the problem by dis-
tributing Narcan syringes and flooding 
the country with buprenorphine.

Narcan is a forty-year-old drug, for 
crying out loud! One of my jobs was 
to train physicians to use Narcan, and 
there was no use for it—it was only 
used for emergencies to reverse the ef-
fects of opiates/anesthesia after surgery 
had ended. Now the price for Narcan 
has gone up to $2,500 to $4,000 a shot. 
Narcan has a two-year expiration date, 
so the supplies have to be replenished.  

Heart attack? Good to have a portable 
defibrillator nearby. But with opiate 
addiction, you don’t know where the 
patient is going to overdose. Could be a 
bathroom he’s hiding in.8 So the strat-
egy cannot be “let’s give out Narcan and 
switch to buprenorphine.” This simply 
won’t work.  

Hospitals have no interest in treat-
ing addiction, say Menzies and Dr. 
Kishore, and physicians simply don’t see 
it as a big revenue generator for them-
selves. The prevailing attitude9 appears 
to be, “Let somebody else take care of 

addiction, someone outside the realm 
of medicine. These are social lepers 
anyway, let’s throw them out into the 
wilderness.” 

The Greek Tragedy Stretches 
into the United Nations

The most troubling recent devel-
opment is an incipient trend to treat 
prescription of naltrexone/Vivitrol® as a 
human rights violation, on the grounds 
that it is a fundamental human right 
to be high on a psychotropic drug, and 
these drugs deprive people of that right, 
of the freedom to abuse addictive sub-
stances. Ideas like this have apparently 
been advanced by the George Soros-
funded Drug Policy Alliance (a U.S. 
nonprofit) and have reached beyond the 
U.S. 

It is regarded as unethical to give 
a drug like naltrexone because it takes 
away somebody’s freedom to take 
heroin. But Menzies points out that na-
ltrexone is a treatment option, and being 
that it is option, it is inherently ethical 
to offer it. But the opposition says No, 
it is not ethical to offer naltrexone to 
treat drug addiction. Menzies explains 
further:

Nal-trexone restores your freedom; 
it doesn’t deprive you of it. This is 
particularly exasperating to me because 
the United Nations is just promoting 
methadone and buprenorphine. These 
guys at the UN are not in the trenches.

When it comes to treating drug ad-
diction, Russia only allows naltrexone, 
not methadone or buprenorphine. (This 
apparently dovetails with the “violation 
of fundamental human rights” motif 
again.) The largest study on naltrexone 
ever done was in Russia, and Percy 
Menzies assisted on it (and the drug’s 
enemies denigrated the study and, while 
they were at it, the Russians too). Spe-
cial interest groups control the narrative 
and continue to insist that “naltrexone 

doesn’t work.”10

When the U.S. Surgeon General 
issued his report on drug addiction, he 
sent a letter to every single physician in 
the country laying out three treatment 
options: methadone, Suboxone®, and 
naltrexone. But voices have raised stren-
uous opposition to the Surgeon Gen-
eral’s actions, holding that he should not 
have said there are three medications11 
because naltrexone does not work and 
should not have been publicly acknowl-
edged by the Surgeon General.12

Percy Menzies Sets 
the Record Straight

In the clinics that Menzies operates 
in St. Louis, naltrexone is given in pill 
form. Patients take two on Monday, two 
on Wednesday, and two on Friday; this 
regimen keeps the patient in continual 
contact with the clinic. Such contact is 
a natural outcome of the dosing strategy 
in St. Louis, whereas in Dr. Kishore’s 
case (where naltrexone is administered 
in the form of a monthly shot under 
the name Vivitrol®) the counseling/pri-
mary care component was intuited first, 
with urine testing consequently proving 
its clinical value within a sobriety main-
tenance context (see the earlier articles 
in this series for how this new but medi-
cally legitimate strategy was used by the 
ignorant against Dr. Kishore to destroy 
his fifty-two clinical centers).

Menzies, intimately familiar with 
the brutal suppression of naltrexone, 
sheds further light on developments 
he’s witnessed in regard to it. Addictive 
substances can impose the equivalent of 
a Stockholm Syndrome on the victim, 
who befriends his enemy and distrusts 
his true friends:

Naltrexone works, but the patients’ 
brains have been hijacked by the abused 
opiates so they see naltrexone as a form 
of punishment. 

The regularity of the clinic visits, in 
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conjunction with a string of teachable 
moments, permits continual interac-
tion between patients and clinicians 
(who reinforce the positive and moni-
tor compliance with court orders). The 
migration from the pill to the monthly 
Vivitrol® shot has emerged as a signifi-
cant change in St. Louis:

Everyone wants the shot now, because 
word has spread that it’s amazing. We 
only use the pills for those without 
insurance, or when law enforcement 
requests naltrexone pills to keep costs 
down.

Vivitrol is used more and more in the 
correctional system, as if it is a punitive 
drug, but it’s not punitive, it liberates 
you, it gives you your freedom back. 

Menzies explains that the “depriva-
tion effect” or “conditioned abstinence” 
is the primary cause of relapse. Like Dr. 
Kishore, successful treatment requires 
“extinguishing the conditioning,” 
namely, cue extinction. How well you 
extinguish them determines how suc-
cessful the return to sobriety will be. 

An implicit endorsement from the 
insurance industry is becoming harder 
for the naysayers to explain away, as 
Menzies points out to patients consider-
ing the monthly Vivitrol® shot: 

We always criticize the insurance 
companies for being cheap. Why then 
would most insurance companies prefer 
the $1,200 shot over the $2 pill? Be-
cause the shot has fewer relapses, fewer 
readmits to hospitals, much greater 
success, and is known to be life-saving. 
It saves them money to get you well. 
You should be excited the insurance 
company is giving that expensive shot 
to you. It tells you something.

Missouri is now one of the leading 
states using Vivitrol®, and the number 
one state in the nation using the naltrex-
one pills. Had Dr. Kishore’s clinics not 
been torpedoed, Massachusetts may well 
have been in that position, but cobellig-

erent Menzies arrived there first because 
he hadn’t been brutally put down by his 
state government.

In the beginning, naltrexone was 
not a big money maker, and though 
eight to ten different companies now 
manufacture it as a generic, there is no 
promotion for it. Why? Because there’s 
no money in it when it’s available for as 
low as eighty cents per tablet.

Dr. Michael Gendre joined Dr. 
Kishore to witness the Menzies treat-
ment centers in operation on March 
10, 2017. Dr. Gendre was impressed 
with the results he saw with naltrexone 
treatment, facetiously wondering out 
loud if anyone had offered to include it 
in the water supplies of some cities. The 
more that shrewd observers take in the 
magnitude of the situation, he noted, 
the more the mystery deepens. It is an 
open question why the authorities are 
saying yes to Narcan but no to naltrex-
one. Why the visceral hostility toward 
naltrexone? Why are only a handful of 
physicians strong supporters of naltrex-
one/Vivitrol®? Menzies drove the point 
home for his visitors:

We could reduce the jail population 
by 60 percent if we used this system. 
You wouldn’t be building new jails, 
you’d be shutting them down. We aren’t 
handling this properly.

The politics of alcohol and drug treat-
ment is worse than the disease. The 
disease can be treated, but the politics is 
beyond help. It is so deeply entrenched, 
and the victims of the politics are the 
patients. 

Menzies believes it’s unconscionable 
that 28 million people are affected with 
alcohol and drug addiction but only 
five medicines are available for them, 
and only 10 percent receive any medical 
treatment, “the other 90 percent being 
stuck up the creek without a paddle. 
They just have to use willpower. They’re 
stuck with where they are.”

Methadone clinics are a symbol of the 
government’s indifference to its people. 
They are not chummy places, not 
symbols of compassion. A smile or a 
hug is far more meaningful than “here, 
drink this, goodbye.” The choice is 
between methadone clinics or humane 
treatment.

Unless we treat addiction as a public 
health issue, not a criminal justice is-
sue, we will fail. We need to give these 
people a cash incentive. Their source 
of income is selling their bodies or 
becoming low-level dealers. But give me 
a program that provides me $5 per pa-
tient per day and I can create wonders 
in the city. 

The dominant programs are often 
promoted by “addiction experts” whose 
credentials appear to be nothing more 
than “I’m in recovery myself.” Among 
these is Michael Botticelli, the former 
national figure who features quite 
prominently in the earlier articles in this 
series. 

On March 22, 2017, The Boston 
Globe announced Botticelli’s return to 
Massachusetts saying “the nation’s for-
mer drug czar is bringing his expertise 
back to Massachusetts.”  This is truly 
bad, bad news for Massachusetts. There 
as elsewhere, all the money is going to 
supporting the worst solutions, which 
are propped up by the most egregious 
fake news imaginable, with roots ex-
tending back into the 1970s. Menzies is 
driven to ask,

Where are the philanthropists? Gates? 
Clintons? What are they doing? They 
should be coming out of the wood-
work, like they do for AIDS, malaria, 
etc., shouldn’t they? So they have needle 
exchange programs and want drugs 
legalized instead. 

I would love to work with one founda-
tion. Give me $50/month/patient plus 
cost of medication and I can change the 
world, just like Dr. Kishore was chang-
ing outcomes in Massachusetts before 
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he was unthinkingly cashiered. 

There are surely differences between 
the Menzies clinics and Dr. Kishore’s ap-
proach, but it’s the factors they have in 
common that made them successful. 

The Memory Hole
The blackout against naltrexone 

and Vivitrol® has been so successful that 
Dr. Kishore’s successes have been wiped 
out in the resulting memory war. As 
Dr. Kishore pointed out concerning a 
November 2016 news story,14

They had two patients—just two!—
who “completed” Vivitrol® treatment 
and they are crowing about the “experi-
ment” being a success! We had 3,300 
patients on Vivitrol® on any given day 
at my PMAI clinics in Massachusetts, 
until Martha Coakley cruelly closed our 
practices in September 2011.

Nobody remembered the original 
intention behind methadone’s approval 
either: that it was to be a temporary 
stopgap and that naltrexone was to be 
quickly approved in tandem with it (and 
not stonewalled for decades to block its 
introduction). What you don’t know 
can hurt you.

This, in part, answers the question, 
Why did Dr. Michael Gendre get in-
volved in the Kishore case and spend so 
much energy dissecting the payload that 
a Maine journalist had concocted to 
block Dr. Kishore’s success from getting 
off the ground there? The answer is that 
false narratives (legal, medical, political) 
have been crafted with incredible care 
to propel a targeted result to its goal. In 
itself, each narrative has considerable 
power to sway the unwary and fearful. 
As a package deal, they’re formidable 
enough to need strong medicine to cor-
rect, such as the analysis Dr. Gendre has 
been preparing.

There was one other roadblock on 
the path to the success of that deadly 
juggernaut: somewhere in the American 

psyche there were remnants of Biblical 
morality sufficient to uphold the notion 
that sobriety was morally invaluable. 
The power of this peculiar autopilot15 to 
undermine the harm reduction narra-
tive was not to be underestimated by 
the enemies of sobriety. They have the 
same answer for this as they have for 
every other element of Biblical morality 
that once framed our culture: “Let us 
break their bands asunder, and cast away 
their cords from us” (Psalm 2:3). How 
is this done? By normalizing everything 
once regarded as abnormal, immoral, 
perverse, and morally wrong. Moral 
inversion is the new game in town and 
has been shaping headlines and stan-
dards for decades if not millennia (cf. 
Isaiah 5:20).

What is now being normalized? 
Heroin addiction. We’re not talking 
about removing stigma (in which this 
moral reversal merely gets its foot in 
the door) but the wholescale rejection 
of sobriety and the embrace of keeping 
heroin addicts happily supplied with 
“safe” heroin. This is the new normal, 
the new way that the image of God in 
man is to be defaced in keeping with the 
shifting values of postmodernism. Being 
high on an opiate is being declared a 
fundamental human right, and sobriety 
is not only optional, it can assert no 
ethical superiority or moral claim over 
anyone ever again. 

The continual moving of our moral 
goalposts can no longer be a matter of 
indifference. It has now forced upon us 
an utterly deadly situation. “See, I have 
set before thee this day life and good, 
and death and evil” said Moses (Deut. 
30:15). He therefore counseled them, 
“therefore choose life, that both thou 
and thy seed shall live” (v. 19). 

In the matter of drug addiction, 
counsel such as “choose life” is being 
rendered obsolete, and if some have 
their way, will be outlawed to protect 

the new fundamental human right of 
choosing a living death instead, some-
thing which you will be required to 
regard as normal. To uphold sobriety, 
or any other aspect of Biblical morality, 
will be abnormal and, in time, a micro-
aggression to be decisively sanctioned. If 
we don’t dig our way out of the memory 
hole (such as the one documented 
herein) we will be in no position to send 
forth a light into the growing darkness: 
the hole will have become too deep.
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1. Assisted Recovery Centers of America, 
LLC. See http://www.arcamidwest.com

2. Jerome Jaffe enlisted a St. Louis, Missouri 
psychiatrist, one Dr. Lee Robins, to conduct 
the study that resulted in that 5 percent 
determination.

3. Dr. Matt Dumont made this observa-
tion concerning Dr. Jaffe’s 1970s push to 
promote methadone in Addiction (1999) 
94(1), 13-30.

4. The liver damage that was discovered 
was reversible by simply stopping use of 
naltrexone (it was a high dose of it that was 
hepatotoxic: six times the actual dose). At 50 
mg/day it was very safe, but at 300 mg/day 
it could cause reversible liver disease. Percy 
Menzies’s testimony was part of the process 
of reversing the black box warning—he 
showed that over 6,000 patients had been 
taking naltrexone and not one showed any 
elevated liver enzymes.

5. One expert reviewer of this article noted 
that “the early clinical trials of oral naltrex-
one with middle class clients showed a high 

relapse rate because of non-compliance. The 
explanation was that it would work only 
with the most motivated patients. In those 
days, there was no awareness of the iatro-
genic addiction population, even though 
it existed and was being treated in private 
psychiatric clinics.” Indeed, this expert 
didn’t see any promise in naltrexone until 
after observing Dr. Kishore’s successes with 
Vivitrol®.

6. Critics of naltrexone claim it only works 
when “psychosocial” factors (e.g., counsel-
ing, etc.) are in play, and that if you use psy-
chosocial treatment the naltrexone doesn’t 
improve results: it’s essentially a worthless 
placebo. But Dr. Kishore’s work turned this 
erroneous claim on its head because adding 
Vivitrol® to his existing model improved 
outcomes from 37 percent to 50-60 percent 
success rates after one year of treatment as 
measured with a robust testing regimen. 

7. Granted, the term “Orwellian” is over-
used, so we risk being called lazy and un-
imaginative for deploying it in our subhead. 
The subversion of language at the heart of 
MAT and its intended purposes fits Orwell’s 
definitions too well for us to abstain from 
appealing to his insights here.

8. This circumstance is a factor in the docu-
mentary film about the destruction of Dr. 
Kishore’s clinics in Massachusetts.

9. https://www.statnews.com/2016/10/19/
primary-care-doctors-opioid-treatment/

10. One of the more toxic attacks on 
naltrexone comes from the harm reduc-
tion contingent, such as found here: http://
theinfluence.org/pushing-naltrexone-as-the-
answer-to-our-heroin-problems-is-unscien-
tific-and-unethical/

11. The ways in which this screed turns a 
blind eye to Dr. Kishore’s quarter-million 
patients and the successes Percy Menzies has 
with his clinics (which are quickly dismissed 
and discredited to fit the narrative) are 
legion. The critic conflates the primary care/
counseling component and abstinence with 
naltrexone’s effects, not grasping that it is 
but part of the toolkit for Dr. Kishore. This 
sleight of hand lets him declare naltrexone 
to have either no effect, or harmful effects, 
by denying all connection to measured 
successes. That the solution preferred by 

such “harm reducers” includes use of clini-
cal heroin (advocated in this article) is no 
surprise, as sobriety is under direct attack in 
such pieces. 

12. The comments of Maia Szalavitz are 
representative in this regard: “Another 
problem that results from vagueness in 
the [Surgeon General’s] report is its use of 
the term “medication assisted treatment” 
(MAT) to refer to all three medications 
currently approved for the treatment of 
opioid addiction. The report states: ‘MAT 
is a highly effective treatment option for 
individuals with alcohol and opioid use 
disorders. Studies have repeatedly demon-
strated the efficacy of MAT at reducing il-
licit drug use and overdose deaths improving 
retention in treatment and reducing HIV 
transmission.’ This, however, is true of only 
two of the medications, methadone and 
buprenorphine. There is no data suggest-
ing that that the third, naltrexone, reduces 
overdose death rates (the oral or implanted 
forms were associated with an eight times 
greater risk of death in Australian research 
compared to deaths following methadone; 
there’s not enough research to know if the 
injectable long-acting version could have 
similar problems). Only long-term use of 
methadone or buprenorphine is linked with 
saving lives; this data should have been high-
lighted and these medications advocated as 
superior care.”

13. Those who’ve read the previous sixteen 
articles in this series know that such long 
term studies as Szalavitz insists must exist 
once did, but were effectively destroyed in 
Massachusetts with the majority of those 
medical records in storage having been 
shredded. The two remaining containers 
of documents are at risk of deterioration 
and the expense of paying the storage rental 
fees exceeds the meager income from Social 
Security that Dr. Kishore receives (and even 
those modest proceeds have a 15 percent 
garnishment imposed on them). Further, 
not one single patient died while under Dr. 
Kishore’s care, giving the lie to this critic’s 
tendentious citation of Australian death 
statistics in a program totally unlike the one 
Dr. Kishore had painstaking developed.

Continued on page 22
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In a day when rebel-
lion is the fashion 

and contempt for previ-
ous generations seems 
to be a prerequisite for 
acceptance in society, 

Leviticus 19:32 appears strangely out 
of place. “Honor?” we ask; “What an 
archaic thought!”

Being a young person in America, 
it’s easy to see that my generation and 
those following it are marked by a lack 
of reverence. Honor for the aged does 
not come easily for us; our sins of pride 
and entitlement are far too deeply en-
grained to permit such reverence. Even 
in religious realms our contempt for our 
forefathers is readily apparent. As Rush-
doony noted, “All too commonly on 
the current scene, contempt for godly 
authority is seen as a mark of intellec-
tual and religious freedom.”1 We pride 
ourselves in our freedom—a freedom 
from what we too often consider the 
intellectual and religious “bondage” of 
previous generations. Little do we realize 
how blind we are.

Considering our immeasurable in-
debtedness to our forefathers, we ought 
to be one of the humblest generations of 
all time. We certainly have little to pride 
ourselves in, and how vast is the debt we 
owe to our fathers in the faith!

I was a toddler when R. J. Rush-
doony spoke at my local church in the 
early 1980s. I don’t remember him, but 
he made such an impression on my 

A Time for Honor: What I’ve Learned from 
R. J. Rushdoony and Other Giants of the Faith

by Rebekah Sheats

“Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour the face of the old man, 
and fear thy God: I am the LORD.” (Lev. 19:32)

F e a t u r e  A r t i c l e

father that he purchased the first volume 
of the Institutes of Biblical Law (the only 
volume of the set available at the time). 
As a child, I always had a fondness for 
that volume because it had been a part 
of the household almost as long as I 
had, though it would be many years 
before I began to understand the impor-
tance of the matter contained within its 
pages.

My parents took education seri-
ously, and as a young teenager I read 
Calvin’s Institutes for the first time. John 
Owen and other Puritans were old 
friends, and Merle D’Aubigne’s His-
tory of the Reformation was yet another 
collection on the shelf demanding to be 
picked up and read. As I grew, books 
filled the spare hours of the years. 
Through them the Spirit worked, slowly 
disciplining my thoughts and imper-
ceptibly deepening my understanding 
of the truths of Scripture and the God 
who gave us that truth. Looking back, 
I cannot point to one book or even one 
author and say, “This man was most 
instrumental in shaping my understand-
ing of God in this particular regard.” I 
know it’s not always easy to remember 
who first introduced me to an idea, or 
to identify when that idea changed to a 
conviction and became a part of my be-
ing. But I can recognize that God in His 
providence has greatly used men of old 
to mature me in His truth and to spur 
me on to greater godliness. 

Whether it was Owen, Rushdoony, 

Calvin, Viret, or a score of others, the 
Lord has shaped me through the proc-
lamation of His truth as recorded in the 
writings of those saints who have gone 
before me. Were they perfect men? No. 
They were broken vessels, just as we are. 
But they were men God used, men who 
left a legacy. And because of that legacy 
the next generation stands upon their 
shoulders as they continue to seek the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness 
above all (Matt. 6:33).

To these men who have gone before 
me I owe more than I will ever realize, 
and far more than I could express in this 
article. But I’d like to set down just a 
few truths that I have gleaned from the 
writings of Rushdoony and others—
three jewels from Christ’s vast treasure 
house that I might not know or recog-
nize if it were not for the faithfulness of 
these men in Christ’s cause.

God’s Law: A Revelation of His 
Goodness and Love for Mankind

The first truth I’d like to note is the 
beauty and blessedness of God’s charac-
ter revealed in His law, and the joy and 
blessing man obtains in the keeping of 
that law.

In 2015 Dr. Michael McVicar 
published Christian Reconstruction: R. 
J. Rushdoony and American Religious 
Conservatism, the “first major scholarly 
work”2 on Rushdoony. Within the first 
chapter of this volume McVicar dis-
cusses Rushdoony’s early ministry spent 
on the Duck Valley Indian Reservation 
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in Owyhee, Nevada. When recording 
Rushdoony’s initial reaction to life in 
Owyhee, McVicar makes a very interest-
ing point:

When Rushdoony arrived in Owyhee, 
he found a mission in “deplorable” 
condition … “Lawlessness prevails,” 
Rushdoony wrote a friend, reporting 
“extensive drinking, gambling (legal-
ized), fornication, rape, adultery, and 
extremely widespread illegitimacy.” The 
“lawlessness” cited here is significant 
because many of the “crimes”—drink-
ing, gambling, and illicit sex—were in 
fact legal on the reservation; Rushdoony 
was appealing to the higher demands of 
his religious office and saw it as his duty 
to enforce God’s laws, not man’s.3

As McVicar notes, Rushdoony 
looked to a higher standard of morality 
than that offered by the civil law en-
forcement on the reservation. In doing 
this it might appear that Rushdoony 
sought to restrict the “freedom” and 
“happiness” the community at Owyhee 
enjoyed under man’s law by calling them 
to the more stringent standard of God’s 
law. But is this truly the case? Was the 
liberty and pleasure of the inhabitants 
of the Duck Valley Reservation endan-
gered by this view of Rushdoony’s? The 
answer must be found by raising the 
question: is true freedom found in man’s 
law or God’s? And is man’s happiness 
greater when he conforms his life to 
God’s law or to man’s?

In his Commentary on the Laws of 
the Ancient Hebrews (1853), E. C. Wines 
wrote: “Law is man’s truest friend, and, 
next to the divine providence, from 
which indeed it cannot be rightfully 
separated, his greatest benefactor.”4 But 
which law is man’s truest friend: man’s 
or God’s?

Good Gods and Good Laws
Interestingly enough, Augustine 

addressed this very question in the fifth 
century. In his magnum opus, The City 

of God, Augustine sought to convince 
his readers that the Roman gods were 
not gods. One of the arguments he 
employed to prove his case was the issue 
of divine law. Assuming that one of the 
marks of a true God is the fact that He 
would give His people a law order that 
would be for their good, Augustine used 
this fact to prove that the gods of Rome 
were not divine because these gods did 
not give good laws to their people:

First of all, we would ask why their gods 
took no steps to improve the morals of 
their worshipers … [W]hy did those 
gods … issue no laws which might have 
guided their devotees to a virtuous life? 
Surely it was but just, that such care as 
men showed to the worship of the gods, 
the gods on their part should have to 
the conduct of men … [It was] incum-
bent on these gods, who were men’s 
guardians, to publish in plain terms the 
laws of a good life, and not to conceal 
them from their worshipers.5

Augustine noted that it was the duty 
of a true God “not to conceal” the secret 
of “a good life” from man, but rather to 
reveal it to His worshipers. If the Ro-
man gods had been true gods and had 
truly sought the good of their worship-
ers, they would certainly have instructed 
the people by giving them good and 
righteous laws by which they could 
dwell in peace among themselves and 
enjoy freedom and happiness. There-
fore, Augustine concluded, because 
these gods did not give their people 
good laws, they most certainly were not 
gods. 

Man’s True Happiness
Augustine’s understanding of the 

beneficial nature of divine law was 
reiterated by the sixteenth century Swiss 
Reformer Pierre Viret, who also rec-
ognized man’s desire for freedom and 
happiness as well as his inability to find 
it outside of God’s created order. In a 
work he penned discussing the princi-

pal points of the Christian faith, Viret 
instructed his readers by a conversation 
held between two fictitious characters, 
Matthew and Peter: 

MATTHEW: What is it that men 
naturally desire most in this world?

PETER: To be perfectly happy.

MATTHEW: And what is it to be 
perfectly happy?

PETER: It is to be delivered and free 
from all evil, to live in perpetual peace 
and joy, and to enjoy every good thing.6

But how is this happiness to be 
found? Viret answered that man finds 
true happiness only by fulfilling the 
purpose for which he was created: by 
glorifying God. In doing this, man will 
find both eternal freedom and true 
pleasure. But how is God to be glorified 
in man? Viret’s character Matthew asked 
the same question:

MATTHEW: What is the true means 
by which God can be glorified in and 
through man?

PETER: By the true knowledge of 
[God], which leads man to honor Him 
as his God and Creator with the true 
honor due Him, which He requires of 
man …

MATTHEW: What honor does God 
require of man?

PETER: That he worship God by sub-
mitting entirely to Him through true 
obedience to His holy will.7

Thus, according to Viret, man’s 
whole-hearted obedience to God is the 
best thing that could ever happen to 
man. True happiness, true freedom, and 
perfect liberty come only through full 
submission to God his Creator. Why? 
Because God’s structure of the universe 
and the perfect laws He has given are 
all for man’s eternal good. As Creator, 
God should certainly know what is best 
for His creatures. On this Rushdoony 
noted: “If man is his own maker, then 
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man can be his own principle of defini-
tion. If, however, man is a creation of 
God, then man can only be defined by 
God and in terms of His purpose.”8

In his commentary on the Ten 
Commandments, Viret again addressed 
this issue in a conversation regarding 
the purpose of the preface to the law: 
“I am the LORD thy God, which have 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of bondage” (Exod. 
20:2). On this verse Viret’s characters 
Timothy and Daniel note:

TIMOTHY: Before God begins to give 
His commandments, He first employs 
a preface …  Therefore I would like to 
better understand its meaning and the 
causes and reasons why God gave it 
thus, and how it applies to us … Why 
did He also say, “thy God?” …

DANIEL: He adds this title to address 
Himself more personally to us. By this 
He provides us with His most intimate 
instruction, which induces us to will-
ingly receive Him as our Father, for by 
this we procure nothing but our good 
and salvation (John 1:16; Eze. 18:4; 1 
Tim. 2:1–5). Therefore He not only 
says “God,” but “thy God,” which is a 
manner of speaking which, according to 
the style of the Holy Scriptures, carries 
with it His favor and grace. For, firstly, 
the name of God Moses here employs 
[Elohim] means in Hebrew power and 
powers, to declare to us that He has the 
power to aid us and that He is not only 
God for Himself—that is, who wishes 
to retain all good within Himself with-
out communicating and distributing 
it—but that His own role is to com-
municate these blessings to men, and 
to show Himself gracious and favorable 
toward them. 

… Nor is He severe and harsh, as a 
judge toward wrongdoers, but gentle, 
benign, favorable, and merciful, as a 
good father toward his children (Gen. 
15:15; Ps. 103:8–13). Thus, when He 
said, “thy God,” it calls to mind all He 
has already spoken, that He had chosen 

this people as His own inheritance and 
as a special treasure above all people 
(Exod. 19:5; Deut. 4:1–5; 10:15, 
21–22) …

TIMOTHY: And why did He then 
add: “I have brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt”?

DANIEL: He added this in order that 
they might better understand what I 
have just now explained, and in order 
to keep this great blessing in mind 
which was recently received from Him, 
by which He openly declared Him-
self to be their God, taking them for 
His own peculiar people in a manner 
distinct from the Egyptians and all 
other peoples (Lev. 26:1; Deut. 7:6–9). 
Therefore, because of this singular 
favor, Israel had good occasion to be-
lieve that such a good God and Father 
would only wish to set forth teaching 
that would be greatly profitable to them 
(Matt. 19:17).

Because of God’s benevolence and 
friendship shown toward them, and 
because of His double right of lord-
ship over them—first, that of creation, 
and second, the new act of deliverance 
which was like a new conquest, in 
which He delivered them anew from 
the subjection of a cruel tyrant to make 
them His well-beloved, the firstborn 
of all peoples—He revealed Himself as 
a loving God whom His people could 
readily receive and embrace.9

God’s Law: Ordained to Life
As Viret noted, God, out of tender 

love for His creation, has given us a 
law by which we might know Him and 
glorify Him—all while enjoying Him in 
true freedom, liberty, and pleasure. The 
law of God is the best law imaginable 
for mankind. This theme is truly at the 
heart of Rushdoony’s writings. In his 
commentary on Romans, Rushdoony 
noted:

The commandment to the redeemed 
man is ordained to life, because it is 
the way of justice. . . . The law was not 

given to Adam … as Adam’s way of 
salvation but as the means of protect-
ing and furthering Adam’s life in God. 
Now, as redeemed men, we do not take 
the law as our plan of salvation but 
as the God-given way to protect and 
develop our lives and to be blessed of 
God.10

Just as the Jews of Nehemiah’s day 
recognized, God has given mankind 
“right judgments, and true laws, good 
statutes and commandments” (Neh. 
9:13).

But, if submission and obedience to 
God brings man the greatest good, what 
would bring man the greatest harm and 
evil? Would it not be a rebellion against 
God and a refusal to submit to and obey 
His holy will? When man abandons 
his greatest good, he immediately finds 
himself upon the path leading to the 
greatest evil imaginable. Wisdom in the 
book of Proverbs notes: “He that sin-
neth against me wrongeth his own soul: 
all they that hate me love death” (Prov. 
8:36). A refusal to submit to God is a 
love of death. Rushdoony writes:

By rejecting the Lord, unregenerate 
man is not only sentenced to die, but he 
is marked by a love of death, a suicidal 
urge which leads him to frustrate and 
destroy all his own plans and hopes 
… Sin forfeits life, because it denies 
and works against God’s justice or 
righteousness.11

Rebellion against God’s law brings 
death, but the keeping of the law is so 
beneficial to man that it brings him “un-
speakable relief,” as Abraham Kuyper 
explained by the analogy of breathing 
(or respiration):

When our respiration is disturbed, 
we try irresistibly and immediately to 
remove the disturbance, and to make 
it normal again, i.e., to restore it, by 
bringing it again into accordance with 
the ordinances which God has given 
for man’s respiration. To succeed in 
this gives us a feeling of unspeakable 
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relief. Just so, in every disturbance of 
the normal life the believer has to strive 
as speedily as possible to restore his 
spiritual respiration, according to the 
moral commands of his God, because 
only after this restoration can the in-
ward life again thrive freely in his soul, 
and renewed energetic action become 
possible.12

With God’s love so clearly displayed 
in the giving of His law to mankind, 
man’s only sensible response is a joy-
ful keeping of that law out of love to 
the Divine Lawgiver. Man, however, is 
anything but sensible, and instead of 
embracing the law he rebels against it in 
suicidal destruction. But—thanks be to 
God!—the Lord did not leave us in our 
self-induced blindness, but by redemp-
tion and the indwelling of the Spirit 
has opened our eyes and showed us the 
beauty, blessedness, and the true nature 
of the law. Scottish theologian Patrick 
Fairbairn concluded:

“God sending His own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin 
condemned sin in the flesh, that the 
righteousness of the law might be ful-
filled in us who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the spirit” [Rom. 8:3–4]. He 
who is replenished with this spirit of life 
and love, no longer has the law standing 
over him, but, as with Christ in His 
work on earth, it lives in him, and he 
lives in it; the work of the law is written 
on his heart, and its spirit is transfused 
into his life.13

True Liberty—A Fruit of the Truth
A second truth I have learned 

from Rushdoony is that liberty—true 
liberty—cannot be found outside of 
Christ and full submission to Him. In 
other words, liberty cannot be found 
by seeking it. Liberty is not an end in 
itself; it is rather a fruit of man’s obedi-
ent submission to his God-ordained 
role upon earth. Dr. McVicar notes of 
Rushdoony: “since the ultimate truth is 

the reality of the Christian Trinity, then 
liberty must be a fruit of this truth and 
cannot be presupposed without Christ. 
It is in this distinction between liberty 
as truth and liberty as a fruit of the truth 
of Christ that Rushdoony located the 
uniqueness of his own social and politi-
cal mission.”14

Outside of Christ and His law, 
liberty can never be safely assumed. 
Without a conscious recognition of 
the Divine Lawgiver, man’s liberties 
are tenuous at best and nonexistent at 
worst. Rushdoony noted:

The question of freedom is first of all a 
question of sovereignty and of respon-
sibility. Who is sovereign, and to whom 
is man responsible? This source of sov-
ereignty is also the source of freedom. If 
sovereignty resides in God and is only 
held ministerially by men, then the ba-
sic responsibility of ruler and ruled is to 
God, who is also the source of freedom. 
But if sovereignty resides in the state, 
whether a monarchy or democracy, 
man has no appeal beyond the law of 
the state, and no source of ethics apart 
from it. He is totally responsible to that 
order and has only those rights which 
the state chooses to confer upon him.15

God’s Liberty or Man’s Tyranny
When liberty is divorced from 

submission to God, tyranny is the 
outcome. Lenin recognized this in the 
early twentieth century, and therefore 
worked systematically to divorce God 
from politics in Russia. Historian Paul 
Johnson writes:

[Lenin removed] the notion of an 
external, restraining force in the idea 
of a Deity, or Natural Law, or some 
absolute system of morality … Church, 
aristocracy, bourgeoisie had all been 
swept away. Everything that was left 
was owned or controlled by the state. 
All rights whatsoever were vested in the 
state …

Lenin was encapsulating his lifelong 
contempt for any system of moral law. 

Just as, a few years later, Adolf Hitler 
was to justify his actions in accordance 
with what he termed “the higher law 
of the party,” so Lenin laid down the 
“revolutionary conscience” as the only 
moral guide to the use of the vast ma-
chine for slaughter and cruelty he had 
brought into existence.16

No freedom is secure if the existence 
of the transcendent God is denied. If 
man does not see himself as accountable 
to a divine authority, he will either rebel 
against all authority and seek to make 
himself god, or he will submit himself 
to a human authority in an attempt to 
recreate God in his own image. Both 
choices are devastatingly ruinous to 
mankind and will end in destruction. 
An example of the first choice is clearly 
portrayed in Adolf Hitler’s rise to power, 
while the second choice (submitting 
oneself to a human authority in place 
of God) was tragically pictured in the 
response of the Hitler Youth to the free-
dom promised them by their Fuehrer. 
Historian Francis Miller writes:

[To the Hitler Youth] home and reli-
gion were expected to count as nothing. 
Devotion to the party was the culmina-
tion of all ideals, the giver and taker of 
all love and emotion, the provider of 
life itself, and the institution to which 
life was a debt to be repaid in blood …

Cases on record reveal that children 
who thought themselves weak were still 
devoted to Hitler and ready to die for 
him in the Hitlerkammer (Hitlercham-
ber). Thus the will to live was actually 
degenerated into a desire to die for the 
Fuehrer’s glory.17

The kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory are always the goals that 
mankind seeks first. The only question 
is: whose kingdom, power, and glory is 
man seeking? If Christ’s lordship is not 
acknowledged and sought by man, there 
will be neither freedom nor liberty no 
matter how men may seek it. Rush-
doony concludes:
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[Christ defines] slavery as a religious 
fact: “Whosoever committeth sin is the 
servant (or, slave) of sin” (John 8:34). 
The reference to committing sin means 
to continue in sin; where sin becomes 
second nature to us, we are in slavery 
to it. Our freedom then is gone, and an 
outside power is needed to restore it …

Our Lord not only grounds truth on 
morality but on His Person as God 
incarnate, as the truth of all creation, of 
all being. There can be no freedom in 
God’s creation except on God’s terms, 
so that every effort to find freedom and 
truth apart from the triune God is a 
step towards death. The truth alone can 
make us free and alive, because Christ, 
the Truth, is life.18

Nothing New Here
A third truth clearly evident in the 

writings of Rushdoony and the faithful 
men of old is that there exists a continu-
ity in the faith. Because God does not 
change, man can rest in the knowledge 
that God will always preserve His truth 
(Mal. 3:6).

Often when I speak of reading 
Rushdoony, I receive a response that 
sounds something like this: “You read 
Rushdoony? I don’t think he can be 
trusted. He has so many new ideas. He 
thinks that God’s law still binds us, and 
he’s trying to lead the church in a totally 
new direction.”

The accusation of novelty is noth-
ing new for the church. When Calvin 
published his Institutes in 1536 he 
was forced to defend himself against 
this same charge, writing: “They do 
not cease to assail our doctrine and to 
reproach and defame it with names that 
render it hated or suspect. They call it 
‘new’ and ‘of recent birth.’”19

Despite the charges of novelty lev-
eled against Rushdoony, the idea that 
God’s law is still valid for our day and 
that Scripture applies to every aspect 
of our lives and reality is not an idea 

Rushdoony invented. Over 450 years 
ago, in 1564, Viret published his com-
mentary on the Ten Commandments. 
In the introduction to that work he 
raised the question, “How shall man be 
governed?” With insightful discernment 
Viret described the depressing truth 
that, no matter what form of govern-
ment is chosen—monarchy, oligarchy, 
democracy, etc.—man will find no 
safety or happiness in being ruled by 
men, for all men are fallible. The only 
solution to man’s dilemma is a law that 
transcends humanity’s fallen nature:

For this reason God wished to give the 
Law Himself to serve as a rule to all 
men upon earth, to rule their spirit, 
understanding, will, and emotions, 
both of those who govern others as 
well as those who must be governed by 
them. And He did this in order that all 
together might acknowledge God alone 
as their sovereign Ruler and Lord … 
who must all one day give an account 
before the throne of His majesty. Now 
He has indeed included in this Law 
every moral teaching necessary for men 
to live rightly. And it contains even 
more—incomparably more—than all 
the philosophers in all their books, both 
in their ethics as well as their politics 
and economics, and than all the legisla-
tors who have ever been, and who are 
still alive, and who shall yet live, in all 
their laws and ordinances.

Thus, whether we wish to be well 
instructed in order that we might know 
how to conduct and govern ourselves 
in our own persons and individual char-
acters according to right, reason, and 
justice, or how to govern our house-
holds and families, or how to govern in 
the civil realm, this Law shall supply us 
with true Christian ethics, politics, and 
economics, if it be well understood.20

The Rule of Life
Two hundred years after Viret 

penned his commentary on the Ten 
Commandments, William Blackstone 

published his four-volume Commen-
taries on the Laws of England (1765). 
Like Viret, he addressed the issue of 
the origins of civil law and the author-
ity of Scripture on mankind. And, like 
Rushdoony and the sixteenth century 
Reformers, Blackstone reminded his 
readers that law proceeds from God, 
and was given for the good of man:

As therefore the Creator is a being, not 
only of infinite power, and wisdom, but 
also of infinite goodness, He has been 
pleased so to contrive the constitution 
and frame of humanity, that we should 
want no other prompter to enquire 
after and pursue the rule of right, but 
only our own self-love, that universal 
principle of action. For He has so 
intimately connected, so inseparably 
interwoven the laws of eternal justice 
with the happiness of each individual, 
that the latter cannot be attained but by 
observing the former; and, if the former 
be punctually obeyed, it cannot but 
induce the latter.21

Natural law, Blackstone notes, is 
merely God’s law written upon our 
hearts.22 But, because man’s heart and 
mind is tainted by sin, man cannot trust 
himself to properly understand and 
interpret natural law:

If our reason were always … clear 
and perfect, unruffled by passions, 
unclouded by prejudice, unimpaired 
by disease or intemperance, the task 
would be pleasant and easy; we should 
need no other guide but this. But every 
man now finds the contrary in his own 
experience; that his reason is corrupt, 
and his understanding full of ignorance 
and error.23

What is the solution to this evil? 
Blackstone answers unequivocally:

This has given manifold occasion for 
the benign interposition of divine 
providence; which, in compassion to 
the frailty, the imperfection, and the 
blindness of human reason, hath been 
pleased … to discover [i.e., reveal] and 
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enforce its laws by an immediate and 
direct revelation. The doctrines thus 
delivered we call the revealed or divine 
law, and they are to be found only in the 
Holy Scriptures.24

The idea that man should em-
ploy the Scriptures as the rule of life 
is indeed no new thing. To call it new 
simply displays an ignorance of church 
history and the Scriptures themselves. 
Calvin concludes:

First, by calling it “new” they do great 
wrong to God, whose Sacred Word 
does not deserve to be accused of nov-
elty. Indeed, I do not at all doubt that 
it is new to them, since to them both 
Christ himself and his gospel are new. 
But he who knows that this preaching 
of Paul is ancient, that “Jesus Christ 
died for our sins and rose again for our 
justification” [Rom. 4:25], will find 
nothing new among us.25

A Time for Honor
Arnold Dallimore, in his work on 

George Whitefield, quotes J. Ernest 
Rattenbury to remind his readers that 
faithful men of the past must not be 
idolized: “It is of real importance not 
to undervalue the human side of great 
saints … The spirit which apotheosizes 
a man destroys the man, and it is just 
the man, of like passions with ourselves, 
as he struggled and conquered, lived 
and served, who is really a heritage 
and inspiration.”26 God indeed works 
through fallible men. We have no 
perfect saints to look to, and no man of 
God is without his sins and shortcom-
ings. Nevertheless, this does not negate 
the fact that God works through fallible 
men. In His grace, He has redeemed 
and called us to be joint heirs with 
Christ. He has given us the solemn priv-
ilege and joy of seeking His glory and 
His Kingdom above all. And, in His 
ever-merciful kindness, He has given us 
an incalculable inheritance passed down 
from faithful saints of old—an inheri-

tance that assists us in glorifying Him 
and extending His Kingdom. Again, 
Rushdoony notes:

An inheritance, material and spiritual, 
must not be depleted or ended with 
us without great transgression. Rather, 
it must be developed and advanced, 
because it is not we who are the goal of 
history but Christ and His Kingdom. 
In God’s plan, nothing ends with us. 
We are to be workers and transmitters. 
Failure to see our responsibilities to the 
future is presumption.27

And, I would add, failure to 
acknowledge and honor our fathers in 
the faith is suicide. Proverbs speaks of 
“a generation that curseth their father, 
and doth not bless their mother,” and is-
sues the solemn warning: “The eye that 
mocketh at his father, and despiseth to 
obey his mother, the ravens of the valley 
shall pick it out, and the young eagles 
shall eat it” (Prov. 30:11, 17). Here 
indeed is a true portrayal of the pres-
ent generation—a generation devoid of 
honor and reverence. We have mocked 
our fathers and despised our mothers, 
and we now walk in moral and spiri-
tual blindness because the ravens have 
plucked out our eyes. If we continue 
on this path, our life will truly end—as 
Solomon warns us—in deep darkness 
(Prov. 20:20).

It’s time to repent of our pride and 
self-centeredness and recognize the im-
measurable debt we owe to the genera-
tions of faithful men and women who 
have preceded us. It’s time to reverence 
the hoary head that is found in the ways 
of righteousness (Prov. 16:31). It’s time to 
sit at the feet of our elders—literally and 
figuratively—and glean the wisdom God 
has given them. It’s time to honor. 
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One of the very im-
portant and much 

neglected verses of 
Scripture is Mark 4:28: 
“For the earth bringeth 
forth fruit of herself: 

first the blade, then the ear, after that 
the full corn in the ear.” Our Lord tells 
us (Mark 4:26–29) that the Kingdom 
of God, as it develops in history, has 
a necessary growth and development. 
No more than we can plant grain and 
then expect the harvest at once, can we 
expect quick or immediate results in the 
growth of God’s Kingdom. If we plant 
grain, we must cultivate it, often water 
it, tend to the field, and, only after 
much labor, reap a harvest. To expect 
otherwise is stupidity and foolishness, 
whether in farming or in the work of 
the Kingdom. In fact, our Lord de-
scribes quick growth as false (Matt. 
13:5–6, 20–21). The expectations of 
most people nowadays run contrary to 
our Lord’s words. They demand imme-
diate results, and then wonder why their 
harvests never come.

Within the church, this demand 
for immediate and spectacular results 
is commonplace. We need to remem-
ber that in church history sometimes 
the most successful preachers over 
the centuries have been heretics and 
compromisers. Carl E. Braaten has 
rightly observed, “Johann Tetzel was 
surely a popular preacher. He told 
people what they wanted to hear and 
sold people what they wanted to get. 
He was a preacher of indulgences, and 
lots of peoples swarmed to hear him and 
bought what he had to offer” (Currents 

“First the Blade”
by R. J. Rushoony

(Taken from Roots of Reconstruction, p. 374; Chalcedon Position Paper No. 88)

F r o m  t h e  F o u n d e r

in Theology and Missions, vol. 14, no. 2, 
April 1987, p.111f.). Today, even the 
Catholic Encyclopedia speaks of Tetzel’s 
“unwarranted theological views.”

However, we need not go back to 
Tetzel. Today preachers of all sorts, and 
laymen too, believe in and demand of 
God instant results: sow the seed and 
stand back while the harvest pops up 
at once! As a result, such men often do 
better at growing weeds than grain.

This mentality is common in all 
circles, modernist and fundamentalist, 
socialist and conservative. During the 
1930s, I recall spending a futile dinner 
hour trying to persuade a fellow student 
out of quitting his university training. 
A passionate and devout leftist, he was 
convinced that, very shortly, the forces 
of international fascism would conquer 
the world. It was therefore necessary to 
go underground with the party of world 
revolution and work for world libera-
tion. He was totally convinced that, 
once the forces of world fascism were 
broken, peace and plenty would flourish 
from pole to pole and sea to shining 
sea. I believe that on that occasion I first 
made serious use of Mark 4:28, but it 
was futile.

In the 1960s, great numbers of 
students all over the world fell victim to 
the same wild delusion. They believed 
that, with a little action, the full ear 
of corn could be reaped at once. One 
group held that only the reactionaries 
prevented the immediate dawn of an au-
tomated, work-free, and war-free world. 
When a reporter asked one girl in the 
group how a work free world could pro-
duce food, she answered with haughty 

contempt, “Food IS!” The student 
movement commanded superior minds 
academically, but it lacked any sense 
of historical development and growth. 
God can produce instantaneous results; 
He created all things out of nothing. 
But the Kingdom of God in history 
moves, our Lord tells us, in a different 
way, even as “the earth bringeth forth 
fruit of herself: first the blade, then the 
ear, after that the full corn in the ear” 
(Mark 4:28).

In the past ten years, I have been 
involved in many court trials defending 
the freedom of the church, the Chris-
tian school, homeschools and families. 
It regularly amazes and appalls me that 
so many Christians, before they have 
fought a court case or voted (so many 
still do not vote), are ready to give up 
hope or to think of extreme measures 
and flight. (In this, they resemble the 
students of the 1960s.) Only yesterday 
I talked with a fine veteran of Viet Nam 
whose pastor sees no alternative to total 
obedience to the state except revolution; 
since he opposes revolution, he insists 
on total obedience as the Christian duty. 
He overlooks the vast realm in between, 
i.e., voting, pressure on legislatures, the 
education of Bible believers (of whom 
50 percent do not vote), and so on.

It is important to recognize that this 
inability to see the necessity of growth 
is a modern failing, and also to see its 
source. The church fathers by and large 
tended to neglect Mark 4:28; but Calvin 
noted that the parable has as its purpose 
to make us diligent and patient “because 
the fruit of … labour does not immedi-
ately appear.”
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It was the Enlightenment and 

Romanticism which produced the new 
mentality. According to Scripture, man’s 
problem is himself: he is a sinner. His 
original sin is his desire for autonomy, 
to be his own god and law, determining 
good and evil for himself (Gen. 3:5). 
However, there is nothing man wants 
less to face than the fact that, whatever 
other problems he has, he, his own 
nature, is his main problem. In fact, 
man rejects radically and totally the idea 
that God’s indictment of him is correct. 
He may approve of the motto, “In God 
we trust,” but he lives in terms of the 
premise, “In myself I trust.”

The more man develops in his sin, 
in his evil will-to-be-god, the more he 
believes that his own fiat word can make 
reality. If statist man says, “Let there be 
prosperity,” there should be prosper-
ity. If he says, “Let poverty, hatred, and 
oppression be abolished,” these things 
should disappear.

But the more he pursues this course 
as god and creator, the more the evils 
around him increase. As James tells us, 
“From whence come wars and fightings 
among you? come they not hence, even 
of your lusts that war in your mem-
bers?” (James 4:1). Men create evils and 
then blame God, their environment, 
and other men for them.

How many politicians are ready to 
say, “We, the people, are responsible for 
the mess we are in. We want something 
for nothing. We want to eat our cake 
and have it too. We have despised God’s 
laws concerning debt, and much, much 
more, and we deserve the judgment 
God is bringing upon us.”

Man himself is the primary prob-
lem, and man insists that the blame 
must be laid on someone or something 
else. As a result, his problem is com-
pounded.

The Enlightenment and Romanti-
cism deny the Biblical answer. Accord-

ing to the Enlightenment, man’s reason 
is the solution to the problem, whereas 
Romanticism locates the answer in 
man’s will. In either case, man is the 
answer, not the problem.

Such thinking placed the modern 
age (in Europe, after c.1660 especially) 
in radical disagreement with orthodox 
Christianity. The modern era exalts 
man and his needs, and it is at total war 
against the faith that declares man to be 
a sinner. The epitome of a God-centered 
faith is the Westminster Shorter Cate-
chism’s opening statement, “Man’s chief 
end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him 
forever.”

The logic of such man-centered 
thinking in the Enlightenment and 
Romanticism led to revolution. John 
Locke, after Aristotle, insisted that 
man’s mind and being is a moral blank, 
neutral to good and evil. The premise 
of modern education is Locke’s assump-
tion: education then becomes the condi-
tioning of the morally blank child.

But what about adults who are no 
longer morally blank but have been 
conditioned into an evil outlook by 
Christianity, family, and capitalism? 

(This, for modern thinkers, is the great 
trinity of evil, Christianity, the family, 
and capitalism.) How are these peoples 
and cultures who have been conditioned 
by evil going to be changed? How can 
they be dealt with?

Revolution is held to provide the 
answer. Revolution is seen as personal 
and cultural shock therapy. We should 
not be surprised that psychiatrists 
turned for a time to electroshock 
therapy: it is a form of psychological 
revolution. All old patterns are sup-
posedly destroyed in order to clear the 
mind of past beliefs and habits; then 
the new, revolutionary changes can be 
instilled. Such a “therapy” has proven to 
be a dramatic failure; the moral nature 
of the man remains. It is not that which 
comes from outside which pollutes and 
warps a man but that which comes from 
within.

Political revolutions rest on the sim-
ple-minded belief in shock therapy. The 
French and Russian revolutions, and 
the Spanish and other revolutions, have 
all believed that destruction will free 
man from the chains of bondage, but 
all these revolutions have only enslaved 
man all the more. The more modern 
the revolution, the more destructive and 
vicious it becomes. The Russian Revolu-
tion murdered priests wholesale, worked 
to destroy the family, and confiscated 
property. The murder of priests became 
even more savage and intense in the 
Spanish Revolution.

The belief has been that the murder 
of man’s past is his liberation into a glo-
rious future. The results have been hell 
on earth, but the revolutionists never 
blame themselves for it. It is rather the 
lingering mentality of the past which is 
to blame. Gorbachev, to “reform” the 
Soviet Union, has intensified the war 
against Christianity.

Modern man refuses to be earth-
bound. The proud American boast after 
the first space flight showed an astronaut 

Our Lord is very clear: the 

pattern of the Kingdom of 

God is like that of the earth 

which bringeth forth fruit 

of itself. There is an order 

and a progression from the 

seed, to the first green shoot 

to emerge, to the cultivated 

growth, and finally the 

harvest. Both time and 

work are essential.
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simple America he had known in his 
youth. He loved the one-room school-
house of his Midwestern youth, and the 
country church with its kindly, neigh-
borly believers in the old-time religion. 
He was a simple, honest, hard-working, 
old-fashioned American Christian.

At the same time, although he did 
not know it, and would have been out-
raged at the suggestion, he was a revo-
lutionist. However much old fashioned, 
he had something in common with all 
revolutionaries, namely, the hunger for 
and the belief in a “quick victory.”

Millions of American conservatives 
demonstrated, shortly after Reagan’s 
election in 1980, that they too were be-
lievers in the myth of victory by revolu-
tion. They acted as though the millen-
nium had arrived with Reagan’s victory! 
Conservative political action groups 
saw an alarming decline in monetary 
contributions. Reagan was elected, the 
war was over, the troops were leaving to 
resume life as usual in their now peace-
able kingdom.

The mentality of instant results is 
all around us. It is the mentality of the 
modern age, and of revolution. It is the 
belief that the problem is not ourselves 
but something outside of us which an 
election, revolution, money, education, 
or some other like measure can alter 
tomorrow. Meanwhile, we ourselves see 
no need for change where we are con-
cerned! We can maintain our modern 
lifestyle and make God happy with a 
few dollars tossed into an offering plate.

But God says to us, as His prophet 
Nathan said to King David, a better 
man than all of us, “Thou art the man” 
(2 Samuel l2:7). The turnaround begins 
with us. Then, we work in terms of 
God’s order on earth for His Kingdom: 
“First the blade, then the ear, after that 
the full corn in the ear.”

as a newly born baby, and his umbili-
cal cord tying him to earth being cut. 
Man now was supposedly transcending 
the earth to enter into a “space age” of 
freedom. With this new, god-like status, 
man, some held, would guide his own 
evolution, clone himself, and overcome 
space, time, and death.

Is it any wonder that evil church-
men have neglected Mark 4:28? Our 
Lord is very clear: the pattern of the 
Kingdom of God is like that of the 
earth which bringeth forth fruit of itself. 
There is an order and a progression 
from the seed, to the first green shoot to 
emerge, to the cultivated growth, and 
finally the harvest. Both time and work 
are essential.

I still recall my pity and revulsion 
for a prominent American pastor who, 
after World War II, wanted people to 
spend their time praying for a speedy 
second coming of Christ. He was ar-
rogantly contemptuous of all Kingdom 
building as wasteful of time and money. 
He agreed with another prominent 
preacher who dismissed all efforts at 
Christian Kingdom action as “polishing 
brass on a sinking ship.” Such men do 
not preach on Mark 4:28.

I recall also, sadly, a very fine man, a 
very wealthy man, who called me to see 
him not too long before his death. His 
family and the firm’s director were now 
fully in charge of all his wealth. About 
seven years earlier, I had suggested to 
him that, if he had as his intention turn-
ing America around to a better direc-
tion, starting Christian schools across 
the country would do it. He rejected 
my answer sharply. Now, near death, he 
called me in to say that if he had spent 
the millions he did seeking a “quick vic-
tory” on Christian schools instead, the 
country would indeed be different.

That man was the antithesis of ev-
erything revolutionary. He had funded 
generously a number of anti-Commu-
nist causes. He loved deeply the more 
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For too long believers 
in Jesus Christ felt 

that to truly evangelize 
people, we had to get 
them to church. The 
problem, though, left 

few good options. Either direct them to 
a seeker-friendly church that spoke in 
feel-good sermons and enjoyable pro-
grams but failed to convict attendees to 
turn from their wicked ways and learn 
and apply God’s law—or else send them 
to a “Bible-believing church” (Reformed 
or Baptistic) that, while concerning it-
self with Biblical exegesis, fails to address 
the cultural manifestations of failing to 
abide by and live out God’s every Word.  

Social media has become a new are-
na for sharing a Biblical worldview, and 
while valuable and pertinent, it misses 
the mark if that is where it stops. If we 
want to see our culture impacted with a 
full-orbed Biblical faith, we need to step 
away from our internet connections and 
find some people nearby and interact 
with them face-to-face. Depending on 
where you live, there are more people at-
tending or watching sporting events on 
a Sunday than those gathering together 
with fellow-believers to worship the 
Living God.

Since Jesus Christ is the answer, 
we must become proficient at unearth-
ing the pertinent questions to the 
unchurched, recognizing the possibility 
that “traditional church settings” fail to 
seem relevant to them. If we believe that 
the only true need that anyone has is to 
be in fellowship with his or her Creator, 
and that all who remain in their sins 
have a knowledge of their transgressions, 
we can pursue our interactions with a 
very definite and determined agenda. 

Can You Hear Me Now?
by Andrea Schwartz

S p e c i a l  C o l u m n

Then there is no place that is not suit-
able to let your voice be heard.

Ask yourself, can you in a few 
sentences explain to someone what 
life apart from Christ means for them 
eternally?  Do you even know how to 
bring a conversation around to such a 
topic?  Are you sufficiently well versed 
in the law and the gospel to answer 
tough questions when it comes to how 
to solve systemic problems in families, 
communities, and culture in general?  
If the answer is no, and you have been 
a believer for more than a week or so, 
you are derelict in your duty to make 
disciples of all nations.  

If we, like the servant in the parable 
of the talents, are not actively engaged 
in taking what God has given us and re-
turning it to Him with an increase, our 
fate will be the same. Could it be that 
we have concentrated more on what we 
have to say, than inquiring and listening 
to what our non-believing associates are 
concerned about, that we miss oppor-
tunities repeatedly?  Maybe they cannot 
hear us, because we are not listening to 
them.  

If you are reading this and recognize 
that my words pertain to you, no matter 
where you are in life and what position 

and calling you are in, it’s time to en-
gage in the necessary preparatory work 
to become a useful vessel onto the Lord. 
Instead of focusing on the problems 
entailed in such purposeful interactions, 
note what R.J Rushdoony has written,

Because this is God’s world, every 
problem has its answer, and with every 
answer we graduate to another prob-
lem, until we finally pass on into God’s 
eternal Kingdom and our reward. Prob-
lems are thus not only aspects of a fallen 
world, as well as aspects of a growing 
world, but they are also opportunities 
sent from God, to test us, to enable us 
to grow, and to further us in the fulfill-
ment of our calling. No man can avoid 
problems. The man who tries to avoid 
problems only creates greater ones. If 
we regard them as opportunities, we are 
the stronger for it.1

Family devotions should focus on 
the application of the Word to each 
member’s vocation and sphere of influ-
ence, be it in a business, school, or social 
setting.  Christian Reconstruction has 
as its focus the rebuilding of a culture 
based on the Word of God. Rather than 
attempt to repair the structures that 
have been erected apart from a Bibli-
cal foundation, we need to live in such 
a way that our lifestyle reflects we are 
building on the Rock! What will follow 
is that people with questions will seek us 
out because we are ready to give them 
the answer for the hope that is within 
us.  

Which leads to a discussion of how 
to cure what ails every individual, fam-
ily, community, business, educational 
institution, and the halls of the civil 
realm. Before we can identify the cure, 
we need to guide people to see the root 

Since Jesus Christ is the 
answer, we must become 

proficient at unearthing the 
pertinent questions to the 

unchurched, recognizing the 
possibility that “traditional 

church settings” fail to seem 
relevant to them.
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cures will be false ones, suicidal, trifling, 
and corrupting.3

When one is sick, one seeks help.  
How sad when people are sick and only 
discover that reality when it is too late. 
We need to exercise our prophetic voice 
among those God has placed in our 
path.   

To hate evil and to stand up and fight 
for righteousness, we must truly love 
righteousness. Without that, we lack 
the moral indignation to make a stand. 
This is the problem of our generation. 
It talks much about love, but it truly 
loves nothing. If it did, it would fight 
for what it loves, and it would hate 
everything evil which threatens it.4

The time to start is yesterday!  God 
promises blessings and success in these 
endeavors if we but trust Him to bring 
the increase. Then, when we ask those 
around us, “Can you hear me now?” 
their answer will be, “Yes, and thanks for 
caring enough to get me to listen!”

Andrea Schwartz is Chalcedon’s family and 
Christian education advocate. She educated 
her three children through high school, 
and has written books on homeschooling, 
the family, and developing effective women 
for the Kingdom of God. She is the author 
of two children’s books for families to 
read together: Teach Me While My Heart is 
Tender: Real-Aloud Stories of Repentance and 
Forgiveness and Family Matters: Read-Aloud 
Stories of Responsibility and Self-Discipline. 
Visit her website at KingdomDrivenFamily.
com to find out more about the Chalcedon 
Teacher Training Institute, a mentoring/
study program designed for women to help 
them in their Kingdom service. She resides 
in San Jose, CA with her husband of over 
40 years. She can be contacted at Andrea@
chalcedon.edu.

1. R.J. Rushdoony, A Word in Season, vol. 1 
(Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, 2010), 
p. 139.
2. ibid., p. 25.
3. ibid., p. 26.
4. ibid., p. 119.

of their spiritual disease. Moreover, we 
need to offer genuine rather than false 
cures.

False and inappropriate cures are what 
Jeremiah talked about in 6:14 and 8:11 
(and repeatedly elsewhere), declaring, 
“For they have healed the hurt of the 
daughter of my people slightly, saying, 
Peace, peace; when there is no peace.”

The basic problem of the nation was 
sin, apostasy from God, but on all sides 
the answers given were either suicidal 
or trifling. Instead of facing up to the 
religious and moral roots of their prob-
lem, the people sought suicidal military 
or cheap political answers. Against this 
Jeremiah protested.

Our world is like Jeremiah’s. Few want 
to face up to the real problem. Poli-
tics was important to Jeremiah, and 
it should be to us, but politics cannot 
save us. If the people are apostate and 
immoral, they will elect men in their 
own image.2

Modern churches all but ignore the 
importance of providing a Christian 
education to children in order to bring 
all areas of life and thought under the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ.  Rather than 
offend contributors who leave their 
children under the tutelage of those 
who dismiss or hate Christ, they provide 
programs and extra activities to put on 
a veneer of Christian living.  However, 
holiness is the goal, and pretended holi-
ness only offends God. What’s more, 
they are ultimately suicidal or useless 
when it comes to truly making disciples. 
We must be bold in identifying the real 
issues.

Scripture tells us that men outside 
of Christ, men in rebellion against 
God, are spiritually dead, and they are 
judicially condemned or dead in God’s 
sight. Dead men cannot produce life 
or salvation but only corruption. The 
corruption of the body politic will thus 
continue until there is a change in the 
people, conversion. Until then, all the 

letter from his American mission board 
which noted with concern the lack of 
any progress in the mission work, which 
then had not a single convert. Asked 
for a report on the future prospects of 
his mission work, Judson wrote, “The 
prospects are as bright as the promises 
of God.” His was a proper view of the 
Kingdom.

It is common to hear Americans de-
plore the state of the world in the most 
pessimistic of terms. I once heard some-
one say in a Bible study that things are 
worse than they have ever been before 
and several in the room immediately as-
sented to that view. Such a view betrays 
a lack of knowledge of both history and 
the current state of the Kingdom. There 
are more Christians in the world today 
than at any point in history. Many 
areas of the world are seeing a dynamic 
church growth for the first time in their 
history. It is mostly North America and 
the United Kingdom that are the excep-
tions to this phenomenal growth, so our 
perspective is skewed.

The Kingdom is now growing even 
as the forces of statism and humanism 
are in decline and clinging to power. 
Communism, very recently regarded as 
the great threat to the future, is now a 
failed and discredited ideology. Where is 
this current trend going to take us in the 
future? That I do not know, but if we 
are determined to walk by sight, ought 
we not to see the obvious advance of the 
gospel and the Kingdom in our lifetime?

We do not know what the trends we 
see represent in terms of the long-term 
growth of the Kingdom, but, even from 
a human standpoint, we can see great 
progress. For that we should praise God 
and take heart that because His promises 
are sure the future is indeed a bright one, 
and we are on the winning side.

Rushdoony… Future cont. from pg. 3
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It was the summer 
of 1995. I had been 

pastoring the Reformed 
Bible Church in Suffolk 
County, Long Island, 
New York, since 1992. 

I had always been concerned about the 
culture and the church’s impact upon 
it, but was never able to crystallize my 
convictions as a result of the amillennial 
indoctrination I had been exposed to. 
By 1994, however, I had come to the 
realization that the position of amillen-
nialism was flawed and postmillennial-
ism was the only eschatology which was 
Biblically consistent.  The more I stud-
ied the more convinced I became. That 
conviction began to mold all subsequent 
sermons. 

In that summer of 1995, I had just 
completed a sermon, the details of which 
I have no recollection, and an older 
gentleman from our fairly large, but very 
theologically eclectic congregation, im-
mediately approached me. Slapping me 
on my arm he said, “Now don’t you go 
getting Rushdoony on me!” I not only 
had no idea what he was talking about 
but I didn’t even know what a Rush-
doony was. A new doctrine, a method of 
preaching, a protein drink? What was a 
Rushdoony? After a lengthy tongue-lash-
ing by this man, I learned that Dr. R.J. 
Rushdoony was a modern theologian 
who held to the doctrine of postmil-
lennialism. What infuriated this man 
was not so much the total and universal 
conquest of the Lord Jesus in time and 
in history, but the doctrine of theonomy 
and Rushdoony’s use of it. I also learned 
that Dr. Rushdoony had written several 
books on the topic. I immediately went 
out and bought as many as I could. 

Remembering Rushdoony
by Rev. Paul Michael Raymond

S p e c i a l  C o l u m n

By 1995, I had already been 
exposed to theonomy by a dear friend 
who was not part of my congregation. 
Before that I had never heard the term.  
My friend asked me if I was a theono-
mist. Since I had never heard the word I 
told him I really didn’t know. What was 
theonomy? He then proceeded to ask 
me a series of questions related to the 
law of God and its application, and after 
I had answered them all, he informed 
me that I was, in fact, a theonomist. 
There is nothing like a label to put you 
in a notorious category, especially one 
which modern evangelicals, pietists, 
antinomians, and even some Reformed 
folks despise. 

Dr. Rushdoony’s books changed 
the way I thought about everything by 
clarifying and solidifying what I only 
knew conceptually through my per-
sonal studies. I began with Rushdoony’s 
magnum opus, The Institutes of Biblical 
Law, volume 1 and volume 2. Volume 1 
impressed upon me the value of the law 
and its application to every area and in-
stitution of life. Upon reading volume 2, 
I began to understand more thoroughly 
what pietism was and how it under-
mined both the church and the culture. 

In addition to reading Rushdoony, 
I was also listening to Rushdoony via 

audio tapes. In one of the segments, the 
possibility of a Rushdoony University 
was discussed where individuals would 
learn how to apply the law of God for 
the reconstruction of the family, church, 
and state. While that never transpired, 
the idea was the inspiration to what is 
now our New Geneva Christian Leader-
ship Academy. 

Sadly, I never met Dr. Rushdoony 
face to face but I am blessed to know, 
and call my friends and co-laborers in 
the Kingdom work, Mark Rushdoony, 
Martin Selbrede and the staff at 
Chalcedon. 

14. For the entire article posted by Maia 
Szalavitz, see https://www.theguardian.com/
commentisfree/2016/nov/18/us-drug-alco-
hol-addiction-statistics-treatment-reform
15. https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/
addiction-in-society/201703/the-solution-
the-opioid-crisis. Notice the complaint that 
naltrexone isn’t sufficient by itself (because 
it is part of a complex recovery regimen 
to overcome the obstacles to sobriety in 
the whole person). As demonstrated at the 
outset of this series, the dominant methods 
reflect the indifference of the government 
to the addict and a refusal to look at hard 
clinical proof such as secured by Dr. Kishore 
in his clinics.
16. https://www.bostonglobe.com/busi-
ness/2017/03/22/boston-medical-center-
picks-obama-drug-czar-run-opioid-center/
uVS8g3WY2RCskqRiKmTqqN/story.html
17. http://www.fosters.com/
news/20161127/vivitrol-emerging-as-drug-
treatment-option
18. Some have argued that this represents 
residual spiritual capital from the circum-
stance that “the work of the law is in their 
hearts,” Rom. 2:15.

Selbrede… Politicized cont. from pg. 10

Dr. Rushdoony’s books changed 

the way I thought about 

everything by clarifying and 

solidifying what I only knew 

conceptually through my 

personal studies.
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College has long 
been a difficult 

environment for Chris-
tians, and never more 
than now.

I knew a good 
Christian boy who went off to college 
for four years, 1967–1971, and came 
out a Christian in name only. The whole 
time he was there, he consciously re-
sisted—or thought he was resisting—in-
doctrination into unbelief. But while he 
was resisting the obvious, heavy-handed, 
hard sell for secularism, it was the petty, 
everyday, scarcely noticeable tempta-
tions that got him in the end. He still 
thought he was a Christian, but he was 
wrong. And so, he was led into some 
thirty unprofitable years of wandering 
in a spiritual wilderness, living on scraps 
of egotism, cynicism, selfishness, self-
worship, and bitterness.

That young man was me.
God’s grace, a blessed marriage, and 

a firm Christian foundation laid down 
in my early years by a solid Christian 
family, at long last brought me back. 
Give God the glory for that.

So I expected to empathize strongly 
with the hero of this story, a young 
Christian man who goes to college, is 
subjected to various temptations, and 
must be rescued by God’s angels, sent to 
the college for that very purpose. I was 
sure this book would speak to me.

Alas, it comes up short.

First Prepare the Ground
Heaven Breaks In is patterned after 

C.S. Lewis’ famous work, The Screwtape 
Letters. Through the medium of letters 
back and forth between an appren-

Heaven Breaks In by Nicholas Cappas
(Copyright 2016) Review by Lee Duigon

B o o k  R e v i e w

tice devil and his infernal supervisor, 
Screwtape tells the tale of a demonic 
campaign to lead a soul to perdition. 
Cappas gives us letters by the Archan-
gel Michael and his angel in the field, 
Littleton, as they try to save young 
Davis Chandler from drifting away 
from God.

All right, that’s a good idea; and I 
wanted it to work. But I have to give 
Cappas an A for good intentions, but a 
D+ for execution.

I’m going to be hard on this book 
because I think I ought to be. Would 
you be satisfied with a “Christian boat,” 
built by a Christian boat builder, if it 
always leaked? Or a “Christian car,” 
manufactured by a Christian auto 
manufacturer, that couldn’t make it up a 
hill? Does the label “Christian” compen-
sate for shortcomings that would be un-
acceptable in the same product if it were 
made by non-Christians? Do we allow 
the label “Christian” to be synonymous 
with “second-rate”?

As Christians we ought to face the 
fact that our popular culture has largely 
been conceded to the enemy, and has 
become more secular than Christian. 
Can anyone deny it?

This is ground that has to be won 
back for Christ’s Kingdom. If we are 
going to sow seed here, we must under-
stand that, owing to our long neglect 
of it, the ground has become hard and 
unwelcoming—hard for our seed to 
take root there. 

Because of the condition of the soil, 
Christian seed will not prosper if all it 
has is preachiness. The ground has to be 
broken up, softened, and fertilized. If 

we are novelists writing in the service of 
the Kingdom, we can’t expect our read-
ers, long conditioned to stories that are 
entirely separated from the Kingdom, 
to be taken in by simply preaching to 
them. As Paul wrote to the Corinthians, 
“Nevertheless, being crafty, I caught you 
with guile” (2 Cor. 12:16).

In Screwtape, C.S. Lewis used guile 
in the form of scintillating wit and wry 
humor. That book is captivating, even 
for non-Christian readers, because it’s 
so compelling in its twists of plot, so 
dazzling in its prose, and so much fun 
to read. You just can’t help enjoying it, 
being fascinated by it, smiling at the au-
thor’s penchant for the unexpected. And 
while the reader is enjoying himself, the 
writer is breaking, softening, and fertil-
izing the ground so that the message can 
take root. That’s why that book enjoys 
enduring popularity—seventy-five years 
in print, and still going strong.

Imitating Lewis is a fool’s errand. 
He was unique. The writer who wishes 
to follow in his footsteps must find his 
own voice, employ his own craftiness.

Nicholas Cappas follows C.S. Lewis 
in his basic approach, but his literary 
skills are not up to the challenge. The 
concept of a “reverse Screwtape Letters” 
is a good one, and maybe someone, 
someday, will succeed in bringing it to 
fruition. 

Some Large Distractions
There are certain aspects of Heaven 

Breaks In which I found unfathom-
able. Trying to understand them proved 
distracting.

The college Davis goes to is a 
weird place that seems frozen in some 
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“Christian writers” need to do bet-

ter. Our work must be at least as good 
as the novels written by non-Christians, 
and better, if we can manage it. Much 
better.

Lee Duigon is a Christian freelance writer 
and contributing editor for Faith for All 
of Life. He has been a newspaper editor 
and reporter and is the author of the Bell 
Mountain series of novels.

time around 1958. One expects to run 
into Ozzie and Harriet. It bears no 
resemblance at all to the colleges that 
feature in our daily news. No crazed left-
wing professors. No minority students 
protesting this or that. No sensitivity 
training for dissenters. No restrictions 
on free speech. No gender fluidity. For 
a while I thought Cappas was cleverly 
avoiding those obvious potholes on 
the road to higher education so that he 
could concentrate on showing the subtle 
influence of the ordinary minutiae of 
college life. But after the first hundred 
pages, it just seemed inexplicable. I mean, 
what university on the planet is like this?

Equally strange is the vast amount 
of spending money that Davis and 
all his fellow students seem to have. 
Whenever the mood strikes them, they 
just chow down at some really posh 
restaurants. Davis also has a thing for 
clothes-shopping. At “a traditional men’s 
clothing shop,” he drops $750 for one 
tweed sports coat, $65 for a bow tie, and 
a bit more, for a total expenditure of 
over $1,000 (p. 79). What kind of col-
lege town clothing store charges prices 
like that, and what kind of college kid is 
able—or willing!—to pay them?

And then there’s Davis’ really big 
temptation: during spring break, should 
he go to the Bahamas with his new 
friends, or on a missionary trip to Kenya 
with his old friends? Either way, it’s 
bucks. 

Along with all the fraternity life, 
competing campus ministries, football 
games, and total absence of the social 
pathologies and educational malpractice 
that go hand in glove with universities 
nowadays, the lads and lassies at Davis’ 
college seem unusually chaste. It’s not 
that anybody has to resist powerful cul-
tural pressures and inducements to sleep 
around. These kids are all just … chaste. 
Cappas offers no explanation for this, 
and I couldn’t think of one myself.

This depiction of college life came 
across as spectacularly unconvincing.

Try Again!
Throughout the novel, the angels 

keep saying they’re having a hard time 
fighting off the devils; but because we 
never see what this entails, because Mr. 
Cappas never shows us, it has no im-
pact. And their letters are considerably 
diluted in their believability by the use 
of such un-angelic language as “guys,” 
“kids,” “hanging out,” and other slang. 
I would be disappointed to think that 
angels really talk like that. 

Of course the good guys win. It’s 
the missionary trip to Kenya—on spring 
break—that does the trick. Intense 
culture shock, exposure to horrific pov-
erty, makes it hard to be blasé. If it all 
seems really too easy, and you wind up 
wondering what all the angels’ fuss was 
about—here, sit next to me.

Isn’t there any missionary work 
to do in America? Like, for example, 
on any real-world college campus? D. 
James Kennedy used to say the most 
needy mission field he knew of was the 
churches in America. And then there are 
the inner cities, Appalachia, Indian res-
ervations (where R.J. Rushdoony did his 
missionary work)—you don’t have to go 
halfway around the world to find people 
to evangelize. Not that there’s anything 
at all wrong with foreign missions. 
Davis going to Kenya just seemed overly 
dramatic. Maybe Cappas was going for 
the contrast: again, potentially a good 
idea; but again, it didn’t quite work. 

Had I been Mr. Cappas’ editor, I 
would have held out for a rewrite. If a 
writer is going to be this ambitious in 
his concept, he has to bring his style 
and his substance up to speed with it. 
But I don’t think he had an editor, other 
than himself. And self-editing is usu-
ally nowhere near as good as submitting 
your manuscript to someone else who 
can look at it objectively.

12. Abraham Kuyper, Lectures on Calvinism 
(ReadaClassic.com, 2010), p. 51.
13. Patrick Fairbairn, The Revelation of Law 
in Scripture (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publish-
ers, 1996), p. 282. Emphasis added.
14. McVicar, Christian Reconstruction, p. 61.
15. Rousas John Rushdoony, This Indepen-
dent Republic (Vallecito, CA: Ross House 
Books, 2001), p. 14.
16. Paul Johnson, Modern Times: The World 
from the Twenties to the Eighties (New York: 
Harper & Row Publishers, 1983), pp. 84–86.
17. Francis Trevelyan Miller, War in Korea 
and the Complete History of World War II 
(Armed Services Memorial Edition, 1959), 
p. 77.
18. Rousas John Rushdoony, The Gospel 
of John (Vallecito, California: Ross House 
Books, 2000), pp. 104–106.
19. John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian 
Religion, vol. 1, trans. Ford Lewis Battles 
(Philadelphia, PA: The Westminster Press, 
1960), pp. 14–15.
20. Pierre Viret, The Christian and the Mag-
istrate, trans. R. A. Sheats (Monticello, FL: 
Psalm 78 Ministries, 2015), p. 20.
21. William Blackstone, Commentaries on 
the Laws of England, Book 1 (1765), p. 40.
22. Blackstone, Commentaries, pp. 41–42. 
23. Blackstone, Commentaries, p. 41.
24. Blackstone, Commentaries, pp. 41–42. 
Emphasis added.
25. Calvin, Institutes, Volume 1, pp. 15–16.
26. Arnold A. Dallimore, George Whitefield, 
Volume One (London: The Banner of Truth 
Trust, 1970), p. 178.
27. Rousas John Rushdoony, The Institutes 
of Biblical Law, vol. 2, p. 196.

Sheats… Time for Honor cont. from pg. 16
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have written about can change, some-
times drastically. That’s the nature of the 
enterprise, and can’t be helped.

But what else did Prof. Buckley 
miss?

The “Brexit” vote last summer 
caught most of the pundits by surprise. 
Buckley’s book might have been out 
of his hands by the time the vote was 
taken, but he certainly shows no sign of 
having seen it coming. Britain choosing 
to leave the European Union was no 
trivial occasion.

Resentment of high-handed decrees 
by unelected Eurocrats in Brussels, 
which had been simmering in Britain 
for quite some time, fear that conti-
nental Europe’s hordes of obstreperous, 
unassimilating, and sometimes violent 
Muslim “asylum seekers” might spill 
over into Britain—of these trends, Prof. 
Buckley makes no mention.

Nor do we find Donald Trump’s 
name anywhere in Buckley’s book. 
Reading makes it obvious that the Re-
publican and Democrat primaries were 
far from being decided when Buckley 
handed in his manuscript: although 
they were in progress, as we can see by 
Buckley’s mention of Rick Perry’s fleet-
ing candidacy (pp. 128–129).

Donald Trump, a man with no 
experience in politics or public office, 
mowed down sixteen Republican rivals 
and went on to defeat Hillary Clinton 
in the general election. Is it unfair to 
fault Buckley for not foreseeing this?

Well, if you want your analysis to 
be taken seriously, you really ought not 

We call our 
Chalcedon print 

magazine Faith for All 
of Life; but if there 
are wide, important 
swathes of life to which 

the Christian faith is entirely irrelevant, 
maybe we should be calling it “Faith for 
Some Minor Bits of Life.”

F.H. Buckley, a law professor at 
George Mason School of Law, says he 
wants to “restore the promise of eco-
nomic mobility and equality by pursu-
ing socialist ends through capitalist 
means” (cover blurb). His model for this 
is “a much-derided children’s novel by 
Horatio Alger, Ragged Dick” (p. 4).

Let me quote from his concluding 
chapter:

All this helps to explain why America is 
much more [economically and socially] 
immobile than other countries. The 
bequest motive, the desire to see one’s 
children on top, is as strong in other 
countries, and we would therefore have 
expected to see the same degree of in-
come immobility in the rest of the First 
World. If we don’t, it’s because of the 
differences in the systems of government 
[emphasis added]. America is too big, 
and it’s also too hard to undo bad laws 
and assemble a coalition behind na-
tional interests. This has left us with an 
inferior education system, problematic 
immigration policies, and a weakened 
rule of law. (pp. 286–287)

This is a book chock-full of charts 
and statistics, scientific findings and 
scientific speculations, political and 
societal observations, and short-term 

The Way Back: Restoring the Promise of America 
by F. H. Buckley

(Encounter Books, New York: 2016) Reviewed by Lee Duigon
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prognostications that seem to have 
missed some very big boats. But the real 
business at hand, here, is an attempt to 
find purely secular, purely this-worldly 
solutions to a major problem that the 
author defines in purely secular, purely 
this-worldly terms.

The thrust of his argument is that 
America is owned and governed and 
manipulated, for their own benefit, by a 
locked-in, very wealthy New Class, po-
litically liberal, insulated by their wealth 
from the consequences of their actions. 

Nothing is said in regard to the 
whole question of whether a war on “in-
come inequality” is a legitimate purpose 
of the government.

Some Gaping Holes
For all his focus on the present, and 

his efforts to predict the near future, 
Prof. Buckley displays some rather large 
blind spots.

He has much praise for Western 
Europe, but he makes no mention at all 
of Europe’s mounting difficulties with 
Muslim immigration and failure to as-
similate—to say nothing of what seems 
to be such a want of faith as to render 
Europe unwilling or unable to defend 
itself. How could he have left that out 
of his analysis? And by leaving it out, he 
opens himself to being blind-sided by 
some major developments on the world 
scene.

True, anyone who writes on cur-
rent events unavoidably risks being 
overtaken by events. Just in the interval 
between finishing the writing of a book 
and getting it into print, the things you 
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to appear deaf and blind to the populist 
groundswell that swept Trump into of-
fice, broke Britain’s tie to the European 
Union, and seems likely, very soon, 
to lead to dramatic regime change in 
France, Germany, and Italy. Prof. Buck-
ley cannot defend any decision he might 
have made to leave it out of his analysis. 
He can even less defend being unaware 
of it, or simply deciding that it wasn’t 
that important.

By their fruits you shall know them, 
Jesus said. These gaping holes in Buck-
ley’s analysis of the worldwide political 
scene are, I think, more than enough to 
sink his presentation.

So What Should Government Do?
It’s not God’s Word that’s irrelevant, 

but Prof. Buckley’s.
To foster increased economic and 

social mobility, to break the New Class’s 
iron grip on America, Buckley would 
like to see us make major changes in 
our system of government—to make 
it more like what they have in Canada 
and Western Europe. What he’s talking 
about is really smart people tinkering 
with the Constitutional machinery. Af-
ter spending several chapters analyzing 
legislative and administrative fixes that 
didn’t work, and even, in some cases, 
made the problem worse, his remedy is 
… more legislative and administrative 
tinkering. Eventually they’ll get it right.

Sorry, professor, but I don’t be-
lieve you. Not so long ago, Europe 
was waging world wars to sort out its 
disputes. Wisely abandoning the resort 
to cataclysmic war, the governments 
of Western Europe sought peace and 
prosperity in a union tied together with 
red tape. But this union has begun to 
crack, and the fall of it is coming. It 
does not look like these countries will be 
able to cope with the stress of massive 
Muslim immigration coupled with ris-
ing discontent among the EU’s various 
member nations.

But this doesn’t yet address the 
question of whether it is a legitimate or 
even desirable purpose of government 
to try—let me emphasize “try,” because 
governmental attempts to override 
human nature with all sorts of schemes 
to redistribute wealth have little record 
of success—to make changes intended 
to promote “equality.” And even Prof. 
Buckley knows that any kind of absolute 
equality among vast numbers of unique 
individuals simply does not exist. I 
would add: not even among small bands 
of Bushmen in the Kalahari Desert.

What does the Bible tell us is the 
legitimate role of government?

To restrain and punish evildoers, 
so that the people can live in peace and 
security.

To make the laws widely known, so 
that each person in the state can know 
what he can or can’t do.

To ensure enough stability so that 
families, the church, communities, vol-
untary associations, and even businesses 
can take care of those individuals that 

need care. Nowhere in the Bible is this 
function allotted to the state.

You would think all that would be 
enough work for any government to do: 
it’s not as easy as it sounds. But no mod-
ern state has ever shown itself to be con-
tented with the role ordained for it by 
God. And so we have been compelled 
to live with endless tinkering by all 
three branches of our own government 
in America, legislative, executive, and 
judicial—not to mention the incessant 
spate of regulations shooting down from 
a multitude of bureaucrats. The subject 
is too vast to be covered by a mere book 
review. See, for instance, R.J. Rush-
doony’s book, Our Threatened Freedom, 
for a lively survey of what happens when 
government oversteps its bounds.

Ronald Reagan wisely observed that 
government is not the answer to the 
problem: government is the problem. 
But we turn to the Bible for deeper wis-
dom: “Except the Lord build the house, 
they labor in vain that build it” (Psalm 
127:1).

Once government goes beyond its 
legitimate role, no amount of tinkering 
will put it right. The answer, which no 
one has seriously yet tried to imple-
ment, is to prune back government and 
let families, churches, communities, 
businesses, and charities do what they 
do best—to build the house according 
to the Lord’s blueprint, and not our 
own—all the while knowing and admit-
ting that in a fallen world inhabited by 
sinners, no system we can devise will 
ever solve everybody’s problems, and be 
perfect. 

But some systems of government are 
observably less imperfect than others, 
and ours is one of them.

Lee Duigon is a Christian freelance writer 
and contributing editor for Faith for All 
of Life. He has been a newspaper editor 
and reporter and is the author of the Bell 
Mountain series of novels.

What does the Bible tell us is the 
legitimate role of government? 

To restrain and punish 
evildoers, so that the people can 

live in peace and security... To 
make the laws widely known, 

so that each person in the 
state can know what he can or 

can’t do....To ensure enough 
stability so that families, 
the church, communities, 

voluntary associations, and 
even businesses can take care 
of those individuals that need 

care. Nowhere in the Bible is this 
function allotted to the state.
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Biblical Law
The Institute of Biblical Law (In three volumes, by R. J. Rushdoony) Volume I
Biblical Law is a plan for dominion under God, whereas its rejection is to 
claim dominion on man’s terms. The general principles (commandments) 
of the law are discussed as well as their specific applications (case law) in 
Scripture. Many consider this to be the author’s most important work.

Hardback, 890 pages, indices, $50.00

Or, buy Vol’s 1 and 2 and receive Vol. 3 FREE!
All 3 for only $77.00 (A huge savings off the $110.00 

retail price)

Volume II, Law and Society
The relationship of Biblical Law to communion and community, the 
sociology of the Sabbath, the family and inheritance, and much more are 
covered in the second volume. Contains an appendix by Herbert Titus.

Hardback, 752 pages, indices, $35.00

Volume III, The Intent of the Law
After summarizing the case laws, the author illustrates how the law is for our 
good, and makes clear the difference between the sacrificial laws and those 
that apply today.

Hardback, 252 pages, indices, $25.00

The Institutes of Biblical Law Vol. 1 (La Institución de la Ley Bíblica, Tomo 1)
Spanish version. Great for reaching the Spanish-speaking community.

Hardback, 912 pages, indices, $40.00

Ten Commandments for Today (DVD)
This 12-part DVD collection contains an in-depth 
interview with the late Dr. R. J. Rushdoony on the 
application of God’s law to our modern world. Each 
commandment is covered in detail as Dr. Rushdoony 
challenges the humanistic remedies that have obviously 
failed. Only through God’s revealed will, as laid down in 

the Bible, can the standard for righteous living be found. Rushdoony silences 
the critics of Christianity by outlining the rewards of obedience as well as 
the consequences of disobedience to God’s Word. Includes 12 segments: an 
introduction, one segment on each commandment, and a conclusion.

2 DVDs, $30.00

Law and Liberty
By R. J. Rushdoony. This work examines various areas of life 
from a Biblical perspective. Every area of life must be brought 
under the dominion of Christ and the government of God’s 
Word.

Paperback, 212 pages, $9.00

In Your Justice
By Edward J. Murphy. The implications of God’s law over the 
life of man and society.

Booklet, 36 pages, $2.00

Faith and Obedience: An Introduction to Biblical Law
R. J. Rushdoony reveals that to be born again means that 
where you were once governed by your own word and 
spirit, you are now totally governed by God’s Word and 
Spirit. This is because every word of God is a binding 
word. Our money, our calling, our family, our sexuality, 
our political life, our economics, our sciences, our art, 
and all things else must be subject to God’s Word and 

requirements. Taken from the introduction in The Institutes of Biblical Law 
(foreword by Mark Rushdoony). Great for sharing with others.

Paperback, 31 pages, index, $3.00
*Buy Pack of 50 “Faith and Obedience” for only $45.00 (Retails $150.00)

Education
The Philosophy of the Christian Curriculum
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian School represents 
a break with humanistic education, but, too often, the 
Christian educator carries the state’s humanism with him. 
A curriculum is not neutral: it’s either a course in 
humanism or training in a God-centered faith and life.

Paperback, 190 pages, index, $16.00

The Harsh Truth about Public Schools
By Bruce Shortt. This book combines a sound Biblical 
basis, rigorous research, straightforward, easily read 
language, and eminently sound reasoning. It is a 
thoroughly documented description of the inescapably 
anti-Christian thrust of any governmental school system 
and the inevitable results: moral relativism (no fixed 
standards), academic dumbing down, far-left programs, 

near absence of discipline, and the persistent but pitiable rationalizations 
offered by government education professionals.

Paperback, 464 pages, $22.00

Intellectual Schizophrenia
By R. J. Rushdoony. Dr. Rushdoony predicted that the 
humanist system, based on anti-Christian premises of 
the Enlightenment, could only get worse. He knew that 
education divorced from God and from all transcendental 
standards would produce the educational disaster and 
moral barbarism we have today.

Paperback, 150 pages, index, $17.00

The Messianic Character of American Education
By R. J. Rushdoony. From Mann to the present, the state 
has used education to socialize the child. The school’s basic 
purpose, according to its own philosophers, is not education 
in the traditional sense of the 3 R’s. Instead, it is to promote 
“democracy” and “equality,” not in their legal or civic sense, 
but in terms of the engineering of a socialized citizenry. Such 
men saw themselves and the school in messianic terms. This 

book was instrumental in launching the Christian school and homeschool 
movements.

Hardback, 410 pages, index, $20.00
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Mathematics: Is God Silent?
By James Nickel. This book revolutionizes the prevailing 
understanding and teaching of math. It will serve as a 
solid refutation for the claim, often made in court, that 
mathematics is one subject which cannot be taught from a 
distinctively Biblical perspective.

Revised and enlarged 2001 edition, Paperback, 408 pages, $24.00

The Foundations of Christian Scholarship 
Edited by Gary North. These are essays developing the 
implications and meaning of the philosophy of Dr. 
Cornelius Van Til for every area of life. The chapters explore 
the implications of Biblical faith for a variety of disciplines.

Paperback, 355 pages, indices, $24.00

The Victims of Dick and Jane
By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. America’s most effective critic 
of public education shows us how America’s public schools 
were remade by educators who used curriculum to create 
citizens suitable for their own vision of a utopian socialist 
society. This collection of essays will show you how and 
why America’s public education declined.

Paperback, 266 pages, index, $22.00

Revolution via Education
By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. Blumenfeld gets to the root of 
our crisis: our spiritual state and the need for an explicitly 
Christian form of education. Blumenfeld leaves nothing 
uncovered. He examines the men, methods, and means to 
the socialist project to transform America into an outright 
tyranny by scientific controllers.

Paperback, 189 pages, index, $20.00

Lessons Learned From Years of Homeschooling
By Andrea Schwartz. After nearly a quarter century of 
homeschooling her children, Andrea experienced both the 
accomplishments and challenges that come with being a 
homeschooling mom. Discover the potential rewards of 
making the world your classroom and God’s Word the 
foundation of everything you teach.

Paperback, 107 pages, index, $14.00

The Homeschool Life: Discovering God’s Way 
to Family-Based Education
By Andrea Schwartz. This book offers sage advice 
concerning key aspects of homeschooling and gives 
practical insights for parents as they seek to provide a 
Christian education for their children.

Paperback, 143 pages, index, $17.00

Teach Me While My Heart Is Tender: Read Aloud Stories of 
Repentance and Forgiveness
Andrea Schwartz compiled three stories drawn from her 
family-life experiences to help parents teach children how 
the faith applies to every area of life. They confront the 
ugly reality of sin, the beauty of godly repentance, and the 
necessity of forgiveness. The stories are meant to be read 
by parents and children together. The interactions and 

discussions that will follow serve to draw families closer together.

Paperback, 61 pages, index, $10.00

Alpha-Phonics: A Primer for Beginning Readers
By Sam Blumenfeld. Provides parents, teachers and tutors 
with a sensible, logical, easy-to-use system for teaching 
reading. The Workbook teaches our alphabetic system 
- with its 26 letters and 44 sounds - in the following 
sequence: First, the alphabet, then the short vowels and 
consonants, the consonant digraphs, followed by the 

consonant blends, and finally the long vowels in their variety of spellings and 
our other vowels. It can also be used as a supplement to any other reading 
program being used in the classroom. Its systematic approach to teaching 
basic phonetic skills makes it particularly valuable to programs that lack such 
instruction.

Spiralbound, 180 pages, $25.00

The Alpha-Phonics Readers accompany the text of Sam 
Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics, providing opportunities 
for students to read at a level that matches their progress 
through the text. These eleven readers move from simple 
sentences to paragraphs to stories, ending with poetry. 
By the time a student completes this simple program, the 
phonetic reflex is well-established. This program has also 
been successfully used with functionally illiterate adults.

This set consists of eleven 12-page readers, totaling 132 pages, $22.00

How to Tutor by Samuel Blumenfeld demystifies primary 
education! You’ll learn that you can teach subjects you 
already know without requiring specialized academic 
training or degrees. Here’s what you’ll discover:

READING: In 117 lessons, teach any student to read 
virtually any word in a comprehensive phonics program
HANDWRITING: In 73 lessons, train any student to 
develop the lost art of cursive handwriting

ARITHMETIC: In 67 lessons, enable any student to master the essential 
calculation skills, from simple addition to long division

Paperback, 271 pages, indices, $24.00

American History & the Constitution
This Independent Republic
By R. J. Rushdoony. Important insight into American 
history by one who could trace American development 
in terms of the Christian ideas which gave it direction. 
These essays will greatly alter your understanding of, and 
appreciation for, American history. 

Paperback, 163 pages, index, $17.00

The Nature of the American System
By R. J. Rushdoony. Originally published in 1965, these 
essays were a continuation of the author’s previous work, 
This Independent Republic, and examine the interpretations 
and concepts which have attempted to remake and rewrite 
America’s past and present.

Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

The Influence of Historic Christianity on Early America
By Archie P. Jones. Early America was founded upon the 
deep, extensive influence of Christianity inherited from 
the medieval period and the Protestant Reformation. That 
priceless heritage was not limited to the narrow confines 
of the personal life of the individual, nor to ecclesiastical 
structure. Christianity positively and predominately (though 
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not perfectly) shaped culture, education, science, literature, legal thought, 
legal education, political thought, law, politics, charity, and missions.

Booklet, 88 pages, $6.00

Biblical Faith and American History
By R. J. Rushdoony. America was a break with the 
neoplatonic view of religion that dominated the medieval 
church. The Puritans and other groups saw Scripture as 
guidance for every area of life because they viewed its author 
as the infallible Sovereign over every area.

Pamplet, 12 pages, $1.00

The United States: A Christian Republic
By R. J. Rushdoony. The author demolishes the modern 
myth that the United States was founded by deists or 
humanists bent on creating a secular republic.

Pamplet, 7 pages, $1.00

The Future of the Conservative Movement
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. The Future of the Conservative 
Movement explores the history, accomplishments 
and decline of the conservative movement, and 
lays the foundation for a viable substitute to today’s 
compromising, floundering conservatism. 

Booklet, 67 pages, $6.00

The Late Great GOP and the Coming Realignment
By Colonel V. Doner. For more than three decades, most 
Christian conservatives in the United States have hitched 
their political wagon to the plodding elephant of the 
Republican Party. This work is a call to arms for those 
weary of political vacillation and committed more firmly 
than ever to the necessity of a truly Christian social order.

Booklet, 75 pages, $6.00

American History to 1865 - NOW ON CD!
By R. J. Rushdoony. The most theologically complete 
assessment of early American history available—ideal 
for students. Rushdoony describes not just the facts 
of history, but the leading motives and movements in 
terms of the thinking of the day. Set includes 36 audio 
CDs, teacher’s guide, student’s guide, plus a bonus CD 
featuring PDF copies of each guide for further use.

Disc 1	 Motives of Discovery & Exploration I
Disc 2	 Motives of Discovery & Exploration II
Disc 3	 Mercantilism
Disc 4	 Feudalism, Monarchy & Colonies/ The Fairfax Resolves 1-8
Disc 5	 The Fairfax Resolves 9-24
Disc 6	 The Declaration of Independence & Articles of Confederation
Disc 7	 George Washington: A Biographical Sketch
Disc 8	 The U. S. Constitution, I
Disc 9	 The U. S. Constitution, II
Disc 10	 De Toqueville on Inheritance & Society
Disc 11	 Voluntary Associations & the Tithe
Disc 12	 Eschatology & History
Disc 13	 Postmillennialism & the War of Independence
Disc 14	 The Tyranny of the Majority
Disc 15	 De Toqueville on Race Relations in America
Disc 16	 The Federalist Administrations
Disc 17	 The Voluntary Church, I
Disc 18	 The Voluntary Church, II
Disc 19	 The Jefferson Administration, the Tripolitan War & the War of 1812
Disc 20	 The Voluntary Church on the Frontier, I
Disc 21	 Religious Voluntarism & the Voluntary Church on the Frontier, II

Disc 22	 The Monroe & Polk Doctrines
Disc 23	 Voluntarism & Social Reform
Disc 24	 Voluntarism & Politics
Disc 25	 Chief Justice John Marshall: Problems of Political Voluntarism
Disc 26	 Andrew Jackson: His Monetary Policy
Disc 27	 The Mexican War of 1846 / Calhoun’s Disquisition
Disc 28	 De Toqueville on Democratic Culture
Disc 29	 De Toqueville on Individualism
Disc 30	 Manifest Destiny
Disc 31	 The Coming of the Civil War
Disc 32	 De Toqueville on the Family/ 
	 Aristocratic vs. Individualistic Cultures
Disc 33	 De Toqueville on Democracy & Power
Disc 34	 The Interpretation of History, I
Disc 35	 The Interpretation of History, II
Disc 36	The American Indian (Bonus Disc)
Disc 37	Documents: Teacher/Student Guides, Transcripts

37 discs in album, Set of “American History to 1865”, $140.00

The American Indian: 
A Standing Indictment of Christianity & Statism in America
By R. J. Rushdoony. America’s first experiment with 
socialism practically destroyed the American Indian. 
In 1944 young R. J. Rushdoony arrived at the Duck 
Valley Indian Reservation in Nevada as a missionary to 
the Shoshone and the Paiute Indians. For eight years he 
lived with them, worked with them, ministered to them 

and listened to their stories. He came to know them intimately, both as 
individuals and as a people. This is his story, and theirs.

Paperback, 139 pages, $18.00

Our Threatened Freedom: 
A Christian View of the Menace of American Statism
R. J. Rushdoony reports on a mind-boggling collection of 
absurdities by our legislators, bureaucrats, and judges—
from making it against the law for a company to go 
out of business, to assigning five full-time undercover 
agents to bust a little boy who was selling fishing worms 
without a license. Written some thirty years ago as radio 
commentaries, Rushdoony’s essays seem even more timely 

today as we are witnessing a staggering display of state intrusion into every 
area of life.

Paperback, 349 pages, indices, $18.00

World History
A Christian Survey of World History 
Includes 12 audio CDs, full text supporting the 
lectures, review questions, discussion questions, 
and an answer key.

The purpose of a study of history is to shape the 
future. Too much of history teaching centers upon 

events, persons, or ideas as facts but does not recognize God’s providential 
hand in judging humanistic man in order to build His Kingdom. History is 
God-ordained and presents the great battle between the Kingdom of God 
and the Kingdom of Man. History is full of purpose—each Kingdom has its 
own goal for the end of history, and those goals are in constant conflict. A 
Christian Survey of World History can be used as a stand-alone curriculum, 
or as a supplement to a study of world history.

Disc 1	 Time and History: Why History is Important
Disc 2	 Israel, Egypt, and the Ancient Near East
Disc 3	 Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece and Jesus Christ
Disc 4	 The Roman Republic



30	 Summer Sale! Save 15% on all orders + FREE Shipping (US Only) • Order Online at ChalcedonStore.com

Disc 5	 The Early Church & Byzantium
Disc 6	 Islam & The Frontier Age
Disc 7	 New Humanism or Medieval Period
Disc 8	 The Reformation
Disc 9	 Wars of Religion – So Called & The Thirty Years War
Disc 10	 France: Louis XIV through Napoleon
Disc 11	 England: The Puritans through Queen Victoria
Disc 12	 20th Century: The Intellectual – Scientific Elite

12 CDs, full text, review and discussion questions, $90.00

The Biblical Philosophy of History
By R. J. Rushdoony. For the orthodox Christian who 
grounds his philosophy of history on the doctrine of 
creation, the mainspring of history is God. Time rests 
on the foundation of eternity, on the eternal decree of 
God. Time and history therefore have meaning because 
they were created in terms of God’s perfect and totally 
comprehensive plan. The humanist faces a meaningless 

world in which he must strive to create and establish meaning.

Paperback, 138 pages, $22.00

James I: The Fool as King
By Otto Scott. In this study, Otto Scott writes about one 
of the “holy” fools of humanism who worked against the 
faith from within. This is a major historical work and 
marvelous reading.

Hardback, 472 pages, $20.00

Church History
The “Atheism” of the Early Church
By R. J. Rushdoony. Early Christians were called 
“heretics” and “atheists” when they denied the gods of 
Rome, and the divinity of the emperor. These Christians 
knew that Jesus Christ, not the state, was their Lord and 
that this faith required a different kind of relationship to 

the state than the state demanded. 

Paperback, 64 pages, $12.00

The Foundations of Social Order: Studies in the Creeds 
and Councils of the Early Church
By R. J. Rushdoony. Every social order rests on a creed, 
on a concept of life and law, and represents a religion in 
action. The basic faith of a society means growth in terms 
of that faith. The life of a society is its creed; a dying 
creed faces desertion or subversion readily. Because of its 
indifference to its creedal basis in Biblical Christianity, 

western civilization is today facing death and is in a life and death struggle 
with humanism.

Paperback, 197 pages, index, $16.00

The Relevance of the Reformed Faith (CD Set)
The 2007 Chalcedon Foundation Fall Conference

Disc 1: An Intro to Biblical Law - Mark Rushdoony
Disc 2: The Great Commission - Dr. Joe Morecraft
Disc 3 Cromwell Done Right! - Dr. Joe Morecraft
Disc 4: The Power of Applied Calvinism - Martin Selbrede
Disc 5: The Powerlessness of Pietism - Martin Selbrede
Disc 6: Thy Commandment is Exceedingly Broad - Martin Selbrede
Disc 7: Dualistic Spirituality vs. Obedience - Mark Rushdoony 

7 CDs, $56.00

Philosophy
The Death of Meaning
By R. J. Rushdoony. Modern philosophy has sought 
to explain man and his thought process without 
acknowledging God, His revelation, or man’s sin. 
Philosophers who rebel against God are compelled to 
abandon meaning itself, for they possess neither the 
tools nor the place to anchor it. The works of darkness 
championed by philosophers past and present need to be 

exposed and reproved. In this volume, Dr. Rushdoony clearly enunciates 
each major philosopher’s position and its implications, identifies the 
intellectual and moral consequences of each school of thought, and traces 
the dead-end to which each naturally leads.

Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

The Word of Flux: 
Modern Man and the Problem of Knowledge
By R. J. Rushdoony. Modern man has a problem with 
knowledge. He cannot accept God’s Word about the world 
or anything else, so anything which points to God must 
be called into question. This book will lead the reader to 
understand that this problem of knowledge underlies the 
isolation and self-torment of modern man. Can you know 

anything if you reject God and His revelation? This book takes the reader 
into the heart of modern man’s intellectual dilemma.

Paperback, 127 pages, indices, $19.00

To Be As God: A Study of Modern Thought 
Since the Marquis De Sade
By R. J. Rushdoony. This monumental work is a series 
of essays on the influential thinkers and ideas in modern 
times such as Marquis De Sade, Shelley, Byron, Marx, 
Whitman, and Nietzsche. Reading this book will help you 
understand the need to avoid the syncretistic blending of 
humanistic philosophy with the Christian faith.

Paperback, 230 pages, indices, $21.00

By What Standard?
By R. J. Rushdoony. An introduction into the problems 
of Christian philosophy. It focuses on the philosophical 
system of Dr. Cornelius Van Til, which in turn is founded 
upon the presuppositions of an infallible revelation in 
the Bible and the necessity of Christian theology for all 
philosophy. This is Rushdoony’s foundational work on 
philosophy.

Hardback, 212 pages, index, $14.00

Van Til & The Limits of Reason
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian must see faith in God’s 
revelation as opening up understanding, as thinking God’s 
thoughts after Him, and rationalism as a restriction of 
thought to the narrow confines of human understanding. 
Reason is a gift of God, but we must not make more of 
it than it is. The first three essays of this volume were 
published in a small booklet in 1960 as a tribute to the 

thought of Dr. Cornelius Van Til, titled Van Til. The last four essays were 
written some time later and are published here for the first time.

Paperback, 84 pages, index, $10.00



	 Summer Sale! Save 15% on all orders + FREE Shipping (US Only) • Order Online at ChalcedonStore.com	 31

The One and the Many: 
Studies in the Philosophy of Order and Ultimacy
By R. J. Rushdoony. This work discusses the problem 
of understanding unity vs. particularity, oneness vs. 
individuality. “Whether recognized or not, every argument 
and every theological, philosophical, political, or any other 
exposition is based on a presupposition about man, God, 
and society—about reality. This presupposition rules and 

determines the conclusion; the effect is the result of a cause. And one such 
basic presupposition is with reference to the one and the many.” The author 
finds the answer in the Biblical doctrine of the Trinity.

Paperback, 375 pages, index, $26.00

The Flight from Humanity: 
A Study of the Effect of Neoplatonism on Christianity
By R. J. Rushdoony. Neoplatonism presents man’s 
dilemma as a metaphysical one, whereas Scripture presents 
it as a moral problem. Basing Christianity on this false 
Neoplatonic idea will always shift the faith from the 
Biblical perspective. The ascetic quest sought to take 
refuge from sins of the flesh but failed to address the 

reality of sins of the heart and mind. In the name of humility, the ascetics 
manifested arrogance and pride. This pagan idea of spirituality entered the 
church and is the basis of some chronic problems in Western civilization.

Paperback, 84 pages, $13.00

Psychology
Politics of Guilt and Pity
By R. J. Rushdoony. From the foreword by Steve Schlissel: 
“Rushdoony sounds the clarion call of liberty for all who 
remain oppressed by Christian leaders who wrongfully 
lord it over the souls of God’s righteous ones.… I pray that 

the entire book will not only instruct you in the method and content of a 
Biblical worldview, but actually bring you further into the glorious freedom 
of the children of God. Those who walk in wisdom’s ways become immune 
to the politics of guilt and pity.”

Hardback, 371 pages, index, $20.00

Revolt Against Maturity
By. R. J. Rushdoony. The Biblical doctrine of psychology is 
a branch of theology dealing with man as a fallen creature 
marked by a revolt against maturity. Man was created 
a mature being with a responsibility to dominion and 
cannot be understood from the Freudian child, nor the 
Darwinian standpoint of a long biological history. Man’s 
history is a short one filled with responsibility to God. Man’s 

psychological problems are therefore a resistance to responsibility, i.e. a revolt 
against maturity.

Hardback, 334 pages, index, $18.00

Freud
By R. J. Rushdoony. For years this compact examination 
of Freud has been out of print. And although both Freud 
and Rushdoony have passed on, their ideas are still very 
much in collision. Freud declared war upon guilt and 
sought to eradicate the primary source of Western guilt 
— Christianity.  Rushdoony shows conclusively the error 
of Freud’s thought and the disastrous consequences of his 

influence in society. 

Paperback, 74 pages, $13.00

The Cure of Souls: 
Recovering the Biblical Doctrine of Confession
By R. J. Rushdoony. In The Cure of Souls: Recovering 
the Biblical Doctrine of Confession, R. J. Rushdoony cuts 
through the misuse of Romanism and modern psychology 
to restore the doctrine of confession to a Biblical 
foundation—one that is covenantal and Calvinistic. 
Without a true restoration of Biblical confession, the 

Christian’s walk is impeded by the remains of sin. This volume is an effort in 
reversing this trend.

Hardback, 320 pages with index, $26.00

Science
The Mythology of Science
By R. J. Rushdoony. This book is about the religious 
nature of evolutionary thought, how these religious 
presuppositions underlie our modern intellectual paradigm, 
and how they are deferred to as sacrosanct by institutions 

and disciplines far removed from the empirical sciences. The “mythology” of 
modern science is its religious devotion to the myth of evolution.

Paperback, 134 pages, $17.00

Alive: An Enquiry into the Origin and Meaning of Life
By Dr. Magnus Verbrugge, M.D. This study is of major 
importance as a critique of scientific theory, evolution, 
and contemporary nihilism in scientific thought. Dr. 
Verbrugge, son-in-law of the late Dr. H. Dooyeweerd and 
head of the Dooyeweerd Foundation, applies the insights 
of Dooyeweerd’s thinking to the realm of science. Animism 
and humanism in scientific theory are brilliantly discussed.

Paperback, 159 pages, $14.00

Creation According to the Scriptures
Edited by P. Andrew Sandlin. Subtitled: A Presuppositional 
Defense of Literal Six-Day Creation, this symposium by 
thirteen authors is a direct frontal assault on all waffling 
views of Biblical creation. It explodes the “Framework 
Hypothesis,” so dear to the hearts of many respectability-
hungry Calvinists, and it throws down the gauntlet to all 
who believe they can maintain a consistent view of Biblical 

infallibility while abandoning literal, six-day creation.

Paperback, 159 pages, $18.00

Economics
Making Sense of Your Dollars: A Biblical Approach to Wealth
By Ian Hodge. The author puts the creation and use 
of wealth in their Biblical context. Debt has put the 
economies of nations and individuals in dangerous straits. 
This book discusses why a business is the best investment, 
as well as the issues of debt avoidance and insurance. 
Wealth is a tool for dominion men to use as faithful 
stewards.

Paperback, 192 pages, index, $12.00
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Larceny in the Heart: The Economics of Satan and the 
Inflationary State
By R.J. Rushdoony. In this study, first published under 
the title Roots of Inflation, the reader sees why envy often 
causes the most successful and advanced members of 
society to be deemed criminals. The reader is shown how 
envious man finds any superiority in others intolerable 
and how this leads to a desire for a leveling. The author 
uncovers the larceny in the heart of man and its results.

Paperback, 144 pages, indices, $18.00

Biblical Studies
Genesis, Volume I of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. In recent years, it has become 
commonplace for both humanists and churchmen to 
sneer at anyone who takes Genesis 1-11 as historical. 
Yet to believe in the myth of evolution is to accept 

trillions of miracles to account for our cosmos. Spontaneous generation, 
the development of something out of nothing, and the blind belief in the 
miraculous powers of chance, require tremendous faith. Theology without 
literal six-day creationism becomes alien to the God of Scripture because it 
turns from the God Who acts and Whose Word is the creative word and the 
word of power, to a belief in process as god.

Hardback, 297 pages, indices, $45.00

Exodus, Volume II of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. Essentially, all of mankind is on 
some sort of an exodus.  However, the path of fallen man 
is vastly different from that of the righteous.  Apart from 
Jesus Christ and His atoning work, the exodus of a fallen 
humanity means only a further descent from sin into 
death. But in Christ, the exodus is now a glorious ascent 
into the justice and dominion of the everlasting Kingdom 

of God. Therefore, if we are to better understand the gracious provisions 
made for us in the “promised land” of the New Covenant, a thorough 
examination into the historic path of Israel as described in the book of 
Exodus is essential. It is to this end that this volume was written.

Hardback, 554 pages, indices, $45.00

Sermons on Exodus - 128 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 CDs), $60.00 
Save by getting the book and 2 CDs together for only $95.00

Leviticus, Volume III of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. Much like the book of Proverbs, any 
emphasis upon the practical applications of God’s law is 
readily shunned in pursuit of more “spiritual” studies. 
Books like Leviticus are considered dull, overbearing, and 
irrelevant. But man was created in God’s image and is 
duty-bound to develop the implications of that image by 
obedience to God’s law.  The book of Leviticus contains 

over ninety references to the word holy. The purpose, therefore, of this third 
book of the Pentateuch is to demonstrate the legal foundation of holiness in 
the totality of our lives.

Hardback, 449 pages, indices, $45.00

Sermons on Leviticus - 79 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (1 CD), $40.00 
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $76.00

Numbers, Volume IV of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Lord desires a people who will 
embrace their responsibilities. The history of Israel in 
the wilderness is a sad narrative of a people with hearts 
hardened by complaint and rebellion to God’s ordained 
authorities. They were slaves, not an army. They would 
recognize the tyranny of Pharaoh but disregard the servant-
leadership of Moses. God would judge the generation He 

led out of captivity, while training a new generation to conquer Canaan. The 
book of Numbers reveals God’s dealings with both generations.

Hardback, index, 428 pages $45.00

Sermons on Numbers - 66 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (1 CD), $40.00 
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $76.00

Deuteronomy, Volume V 
of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
If you desire to understand the core of Rushdoony’s 
thinking, this commentary on Deuteronomy is one volume 
you must read. The covenantal structure of this last 
book of Moses, its detailed listing of both blessings and 
curses, and its strong presentation of godly theocracy 
provided Rushdoony with a solid foundation from which 

to summarize the central tenets of a truly Biblical worldview—one that is 
solidly established upon Biblical Law, and can shape the future.

Hardback, index, 512 pages $45.00

Sermons on Deuteronomy - 110 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 CDs), $60.00 
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $95.00

Now you can purchase the complete 
set of five hardback volumes of the 

Pentateuch for $150.00 ($75 savings!)

Pentateuch CD Set (4 
Commentary CD Sets)
By R. J. Rushdoony. Rushdoony’s four CD 
Commentaries on the Pentateuch (Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) in one set.

$120... That’s 6 total MP3 CDs containing 
383 sermons for $80 in savings!

Chariots of Prophetic Fire: Studies in Elijah and Elisha
By R. J. Rushdoony. As in the days of Elijah and Elisha, 
it is once again said to be a virtue to tolerate evil and 
condemn those who do not. This book will challenge you 
to resist compromise and the temptation of expediency. 
It will help you take a stand by faith for God’s truth in a 
culture of falsehoods.

Hardback, 163 pages, indices, $30.00

The Gospel of John
By R. J. Rushdoony. Nothing more clearly reveals the 
gospel than Christ’s atoning death and His resurrection. 
They tell us that Jesus Christ has destroyed the power 
of sin and death. John therefore deliberately limits the 
number of miracles he reports in order to point to and 
concentrate on our Lord’s death and resurrection. The 
Jesus of history is He who made atonement for us, died, 
and was resurrected. His life cannot be understood apart 

from this, nor can we know His history in any other light.

Hardback, 320 pages, indices, $26.00
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Romans and Galatians
By R. J. Rushdoony. From the author’s introduction: 
“I do not disagree with the liberating power of the 
Reformation interpretation, but I believe that it provides 
simply the beginning of our understanding of Romans, 
not its conclusion.... The great problem in the church’s 
interpretation of Scripture has been its ecclesiastical 
orientation, as though God speaks only to the church, 

and commands only the church. The Lord God speaks in and through 
His Word to the whole man, to every man, and to every area of life and 
thought…. This is the purpose of my brief comments on Romans.”

Hardback, 446 pages, indices, $24.00

Hebrews, James and Jude
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Book of Hebrews is a 
summons to serve Christ the Redeemer-King fully and 
faithfully, without compromise. When James, in his 
epistle, says that faith without works is dead, he tells 
us that faith is not a mere matter of words, but it is of 
necessity a matter of life. “Pure religion and undefiled” 
requires Christian charity and action. Anything short 

of this is a self-delusion. Jude similarly recalls us to Jesus Christ’s apostolic 
commission, “Remember ye the words which have been spoken before by 
the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 17). Jude’s letter reminds us of 
the necessity for a new creation beginning with us, and of the inescapable 
triumph of the Kingdom of God.

Hardback, 260 pages, $30.00

Sermon on the Mount
By R. J. Rushdoony. So much has been written about the 
Sermon on the Mount, but so little of the commentaries 
venture outside of the matters of the heart. The Beatitudes 
are reduced to the assumed meaning of their more popular 
portions, and much of that meaning limits our concerns 
to downplaying wealth, praying in secret, suppressing 
our worries, or simply reciting the Lord’s Prayer. The 

Beatitudes are the Kingdom commission to the new Israel of God, and R. 
J. Rushdoony elucidates this powerful thesis in a readable and engaging 
commentary on the world’s greatest sermon.

Hardback, 150 pages, $20.00
Sermon on the Mount CD Set (12 CDs), $96.00
Sermon on the Mount Book & CD Set (12 CDs), $99.00

Sermons in Obadiah & Jonah
By R. J. Rushdoony. In his study of Obadiah, Rushdoony 
condemns the “spiritual Edomites” of our day who believe 
evildoers have the power to frustrate the progress of the 
Kingdom of God. In Jonah, he demonstrates that we play 
the part of Jonah when we second-guess God, complain 
about the work He gives us, or are peevish when outcomes 
are not to our liking.

Paperback, 84 pages, indices, $9.00

Taking Dominion
Christianity and the State
By R. J. Rushdoony. This book develops the Biblical view 
of the state against the modern state’s humanism and 
its attempts to govern all spheres of life. It reads like a 
collection of essays on the Christian view of the state and 

the return of true Christian government. 

Hardback, 192 pages, indices, $18.00

Tithing and Dominion
By Edward A. Powell and R. J. Rushdoony. God’s 
Kingdom covers all things in its scope, and its immediate 
ministry includes, according to Scripture, the ministry 
of grace (the church), instruction (the Christian and 
homeschool), help to the needy (the diaconate), and many 
other things. God’s appointed means for financing His 
Kingdom activities is centrally the tithe. This work affirms 
that the Biblical requirement of tithing is a continuing 

aspect of God’s law-word and cannot be neglected.

Hardback, 146 pages, index, $12.00

A Comprehensive Faith
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. The Festschrift presented to 
R. J. Rushdoony on his 80th birthday featuring essays 
from Theodore Letis, Brian Abshire, Steve Schlissel, Joe 
Morecraft III, Jean-Marc Berthoud, Byron Snapp, Samuel 
Blumenfeld, Christine and Thomas Schirrmacher, Herbert 
W. Titus, Ellsworth McIntyre, Howard Phillips, Ian 
Hodge, and many more. Also included is a foreword by 

John Frame and a brief biographical sketch by Mark Rushdoony.

Hardback, 244 pages, $23.00

Noble Savages: Exposing the Worldview of Pornographers and 
Their War Against Christian Civilization
By R. J. Rushdoony. Rushdoony demonstrates that in 
order for modern man to justify his perversion he must 
reject the Biblical doctrine of the fall of man. If there is no 
fall, the Marquis de Sade argued, then all that man does 
is normative. What is the problem? It’s the philosophy 
behind pornography — the rejection of the fall of man 

that makes normative all that man does. Learn it all in this timeless classic.

Paperback, 161 pages, $18.00

In His Service: The Christian Calling to Charity
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian faith once meant that 
a believer responded to a dark world by actively working 
to bring God’s grace and mercy to others, both by word 
and by deed. However, a modern, self-centered church has 
isolated the faith to a pietism that relinquishes charitable 
responsibility to the state. In this book, Rushdoony 
elucidates the Christian’s calling to charity and its 

implications for Godly dominion.

Hardback, 232 pages, $23.00

A House for God: Building a Kingdom-Driven Family
Christian parents are called to establish Kingdom-driven 
families. To aid in this calling, Christian author and 
education expert, Andrea Schwartz has carefully put 
together this collection of essays entitled A House for God: 
Building a Kingdom-Driven Family.

Paperback, 120 pages, $14.00

Salvation and Godly Rule
By R. J. Rushdoony. Salvation in Scripture includes in its 
meaning “health” and “victory.” By limiting the meaning 
of salvation, men have limited the power of God and the 
meaning of the Gospel. In this study R. J. Rushdoony 
demonstrates the expanse of the doctrine of salvation as it 
relates to the rule of the God and His people.

Paperback, 661 pages, indices, $35.00
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A Conquering Faith: Doctrinal Foundations for Christian 
Reformation
By William Einwechter. This monograph takes on 
the doctrinal defection of today’s church by providing 
Christians with an introductory treatment of six vital 
areas of Christian doctrine: God’s sovereignty, Christ’s 
Lordship, God’s law, the authority of Scripture, the 
dominion mandate, and the victory of Christ in history.

Paperback, 44 pages, $8.00

A Word in Season: Daily Messages on the Faith for All of Life (7 Volumes)
By R. J. Rushdoony. In these pages, you won’t find the overly introspective 
musings of a Christian pietist; what you’ll discover are the hard-hitting 
convictions of a man whose sole commitment was faithfulness to God’s law-
word and representing that binding Word to his readers.

Get all 7 volumes as a set for only $58.50
Vol. 1, Paperback, 152 pages, $12.00 • Vol. 2, Paperback, 144 pages, $12.00 
Vol. 3, Paperback, 134 pages, $12.00 • Vol. 4, Paperback, 146 pages, $12.00 
Vol. 5, Paperback, 176 pages, $12.00 • Vol. 6, Paperback, 149 pages, $12.00 
Vol. 7, Paperback, 138 pages, $12.00

Theology
Systematic Theology (in two volumes)
By R. J. Rushdoony. Theology belongs in the 
pulpit, the school, the workplace, the family 
and everywhere. Society as a whole is weakened 
when theology is neglected. Without a systematic 
application of theology, too often people approach 
the Bible with a smorgasbord mentality, picking 

and choosing that which pleases them. This two-volume set addresses this 
subject in order to assist in the application of the Word of God to every area 
of life and thought.

Hardback, 1301 pages, indices, $70.00

The Necessity for Systematic Theology
By R. J. Rushdoony.  Scripture gives us as its underlying 
unity a unified doctrine of God and His order. Theology 
must be systematic to be true to the God of Scripture. 
Booklet now part of the author’s Systematic Theology.

Booklet, 74 pages, $2.00

Infallibility and Interpretation
By R. J. Rushdoony & P. Andrew Sandlin. The authors 
argue for infallibility from a distinctly presuppositional 
perspective. That is, their arguments are unapologetically 
circular because they believe all ultimate claims are based 
on one’s beginning assumptions. The question of Biblical 
infallibility rests ultimately in one’s belief about the 
character of God. 

Paperback, 100 pages, $6.00

Infallibility: An Inescapable Concept
By R. J. Rushdoony. Infallibility is an inescapable 
concept. If men refuse to ascribe infallibility to 
Scripture, it is because the concept has been transferred 
to something else. Booklet now part of the author’s 
Systematic Theology.

Booklet, 69 pages, $2.00

Predestination in Light of the Cross
By John B. King, Jr.  The author defends the predestination 
of Martin Luther while providing a compellingly systematic 
theological understanding of predestination. This book will 
give the reader a fuller understanding of the sovereignty of 
God.

Paperback, 314 pages, $24.00

Sovereignty
By R. J. Rushdoony. The doctrine of sovereignty is a crucial 
one. By focusing on the implications of God’s sovereignty 
over all things, in conjunction with the law-word of God, 
the Christian will be better equipped to engage each and 
every area of life. Since we are called to live in this world, 
we must bring to bear the will of our Sovereign Lord in all 
things.

Hardback, 519 pages, $40.00

The Church Is Israel Now
By Charles D. Provan. For the last century, Christians have 
been told that God has an unconditional love for persons 
racially descended from Abraham. Membership in Israel is 
said to be a matter of race, not faith. This book repudiates 
such a racialist viewpoint and abounds in Scripture 
references which show that the blessings of Israel were 
transferred to all those who accept Jesus Christ.

Paperback, 74 pages, $12.00

The Guise of Every Graceless Heart
By Terrill Irwin Elniff. An extremely important and fresh 
study of Puritan thought in early America. On Biblical 
and theological grounds, Puritan preachers and writers 
challenged the autonomy of man, though not always 
consistently.

Hardback, 120 pages, $7.00

The Great Christian Revolution
By Otto Scott, Mark R. Rushdoony, R. J. Rushdoony, John 
Lofton, and Martin Selbrede. A major work on the impact 
of Reformed thinking on our civilization. Some of the 
studies, historical and theological, break new ground and 
provide perspectives previously unknown or neglected.

Hardback, 327 pages, $22.00

Keeping Our Sacred Trust
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. This book is a trumpet blast 
heralding a full-orbed, Biblical, orthodox Christianity. The 
hope of the modern world is not a passive compromise 
with passing heterodox fads, but aggressive devotion to the 
time-honored Faith “once delivered to the saints.”

Paperback, 167 pages, $19.00
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The Incredible Scofield and His Book
By Joseph M. Canfield. This powerful and fully 
documented study exposes the questionable background 
and faulty theology of the man responsible for the 
popular Scofield Reference Bible, which did much to 
promote the dispensational system. 

Paperback, 394 pages, $24.00

Pierre Viret: The Angel of the Reformation
This publication marks the five-hundredth anniversary 
of the birth of Pierre Viret with the first full biography 
in English of this remarkable and oft-overlooked early 
Reformer. R. A. Sheats pens the fascinating history 
and life of this important early light of the Protestant 
Reformation who, after nearly five centuries of relative 
obscurity, is now enjoying a renewed interest in his 
history and scholarship. The republication comes at its 

proper time, inspiring future generations to continue the work of advancing 
Christ’s Kingdom throughout the world.

Hardback, 323 pages, $30.00

Culture
Toward a Christian Marriage
Edited by Elizabeth Fellerson. The law of God makes 
clear how important and how central marriage is. Our 
Lord stresses the fact that marriage is our normal calling. 
This book consists of essays on the importance of a proper 
Christian perspective on marriage.

Hardback, 43 pages, $8.00

Back Again Mr. Begbie: 
The Life Story of Rev. Lt. Col. R.J.G. Begbie OBE
This biography is more than a story of the three careers 
of one remarkable man. It is a chronicle of a son of 
old Christendom as a leader of Christian revival in the 
twentieth century. Personal history shows the greater 
story of what the Holy Spirit can and does do in the 
evangelization of the world.

Paperback, 357 pages, $24.00

Woman of the House: A Mother’s Role 
in Building a Christian Culture
In true Titus 2 fashion, Andrea Schwartz challenges 
women to reexamine several fundamental aspects of 
motherhood in light of Scripture. Beginning with a 
consideration of God’s character and concluding with an 
invigorating charge to faithfulness, Andrea connects the 
dots between God’s reality and a mother’s duty.

Paperback, 103 pages, $14.00

Family Matters: Read Aloud Stories 
of Responsibility and Self-Discipline
Unless children are taught self-discipline early, they move 
into their adult years without a sense of personal, familial, 
or societal responsibility. The stories are meant to be 
read by parents and children together and serve as useful 
conversation starters to educate boys and girls so they can 
be effective citizens in the Kingdom of God.

Paperback, 48 pages, $10.00

The Biblical Trustee Family: 
Understanding God’s Purpose for Your Household
By Andrea Schwartz. God’s basic institution is the family, 
and the Biblical family lives and operates in terms of a 
calling greater than itself - the Kingdom of God. In an age 
when the family is disparaged, warred against, and treated 
as a mere convention, it becomes the duty of Christians to 
bring God’s plan for the family to listening ears. 

Paperback, 109 pages, $16.00

Empowered: Developing Strong Women for Kingdom Service
By Andrea Schwartz. Strong women are integral to 
building a godly culture. In these essays, Andrea Schwartz 
explores how Christ’s absolute authority, the protection of 
the trustee family, the justice of God’s law in abuse cases, 
and the careful study of Scripture liberates and empowers 
the Christian woman to take her vital place in the cause of 
Christ’s Great Commission.

Paperback, 154 pages, $17.00

The Luxury of Words: Poems by R. J. Rushdoony
By R. J. Rushdoony. This collection of poems reveal much 
more about the man who dedicated his life to the premise 
that God speaks to all areas of life and thought. These 112 
poems span over six decades, dating as far back at the mid-
1930s and culminating in the years before his death. This 
poetry reveals Rush’s concerns and fears, his outlook on 
life, and the joy he experienced in serving Christ.

Paperback, 136 pages, $10.00

Eschatology
Thy Kingdom Come: Studies in Daniel and Revelation
By R. J. Rushdoony. Revelation’s details are often 
perplexing, even baffling, and yet its main meaning is 
clear—it is a book about victory. It tells us that our faith 
can only result in victory. This victory is celebrated in 

Daniel and elsewhere, in the entire Bible. These eschatological texts make 
clear that the essential good news of the entire Bible is victory, total victory.

Paperback, 271 pages, $19.00

Thine is the Kingdom: A Study of the Postmillennial Hope
False eschatological speculation is destroying the church 
today, by leading her to neglect her Christian calling. In 
this volume, edited by Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., the reader 
is presented with a blend of Biblical exegesis, theological 
reflection, and practical application for faithful Christian 
living. Chapters include contemporary writers Keith A. 
Mathison, William O. Einwechter, Jeffrey Ventrella, and 
Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., as well as chapters by giants of the 

faith Benjamin B. Warfield and J.A. Alexander.

Paperback, 260 pages, $22.00

God’s Plan for Victory 
By R. J. Rushdoony. The founder of the Christian 
Reconstruction movement set forth in potent, cogent 
terms the older Puritan vision of the irrepressible 
advancement of Christ’s kingdom by His faithful saints 
employing the entire law-Word of God as the program for 
earthly victory.

Booklet, 41 pages, $6.00



36	 Summer Sale! Save 15% on all orders + FREE Shipping (US Only) • Order Online at ChalcedonStore.com

Fiction (Storehouse Press)

Bell Mountain (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 1)
By Lee Duigon. The world is going to end … as soon as Jack and Ellayne 
ring the bell on top of Bell Mountain. No one has ever climbed the 
mountain, and no one has ever seen the bell. But the children have a divine 
calling to carry out the mission, and it sweeps them into high adventure. 
Paperback, 288 pages, $14.00

The Cellar Beneath the Cellar (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 2)
By Lee Duigon. A world’s future lies buried in its distant past. Barbarian 
armies swarm across the mountains. A boy and a girl must find the holy 
writings that have been concealed for 2,000 years; and the man who was sent 
to kill them must now protect them at all costs.
Paperback, 288 pages, $16.00

The Thunder King (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 3)
By Lee Duigon. The Thunder King’s vast army encamps against the city, but 
treason brews inside the city walls. The tiny army of the Lord is on the march 
in bold obedience to a divine command; but the boy king, Ryons, marches 
all alone across an empty land. The Lost Books of Scripture have been found.
Paperback, 288 pages, $16.00

The Last Banquet (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 4)
By Lee Duigon. In the wake of a barbarian invasion, chaos sweeps across 
Obann. The boy king and his faithful chiefs try to restore order before the 
Heathen come again - not knowing that this time, the Thunder King himself 
will lead his armies. 
Paperback, 338 pages, $18.00

The Fugitive Prince (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 5)
By Lee Duigon. The powers wielded by the men of ancient times destroyed 
all their cities in a single day. Will those powers now be turned against 
Obann? There is a new Thunder King in the East, and new threats against 
the West.
Paperback, 370 pages, $18.00

The Palace (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 6)
By Lee Duigon. In the sixth installment of the Bell Mountain Series, God’s 
judgment hangs over the great city of Obann; but in the endless maze of 
halls and corridors and offices inside the Palace, power-hungry men enter 
into secret dealings with Obann’s archenemy, the Thunder King.
Paperback, 321 pages, $18.00

The Glass Bridge (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 7)
By Lee Duigon. Can faith do what pride and power can’t? In obedience to 
God, the boy king, Ryons, with only half his tiny army, crosses the mountains 
to invade the Thunder King’s domains.
Paperback, 308 pages, $18.00

The Temple (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 8)
King Ryons has led his tiny army into the heart of the Thunder King’s 
dominion. Ahead lies the impregnable fortress of the enemy, defended by 
the destructive powers of the ancient world. His enemies work to abolish his 
kingdom and restore the defeated Oligarchy. 
Paperback, 284 pages, $18.00

The Throne (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 9)
By Lee Duigon. The powers wielded by the men of ancient times destroyed 
all their cities in a single day. Will those powers now be turned against 
Obann? There is a new Thunder King in the East, and new threats against 
the West.
Paperback, 270 pages, $18.00

Hidden In Plain Sight (Bubble Head Series, Vol. 1)
By M. G. Selbrede. Young physicist Jenna Wilkes has 
done the impossible—and the whole scientific world 
is shaking on its pillars. Could it be that conventional 
science has misunderstood the very fabric of the 
universe? Could there be infinitely more to it than 
anyone has ever guessed? Could science’s whole concept 
of reality be ... unreal?
Paperback, 334 pages, $15.00

The Journal of Christian Reconstruction

Vol. 2, No. 1, Symposium on Christian Economics $6.50
Vol. 2, No. 2, Symposium on Biblical Law $6.50
Vol. 5, No. 1, Symposium on Politics $6.50
Vol. 5, No. 2, Symposium on Puritanism and Law $6.50
Vol. 7, No. 1, Symposium on Inflation $6.50
Vol. 10, No. 1, Symposium on the Media and the Arts $6.50
Vol. 10, No. 2, Symposium on Christianity and Business $6.50
Vol. 11, No. 1, Symposium on the Reformation in the Arts and Media $6.50
Vol. 11, No. 2, Symposium on the Education of the Core Group $6.50
Vol. 12, No. 1, Symposium on the Constitution and Political Theology $6.50
Vol. 12, No. 2, Symposium on the Biblical Text and Literature $6.50
Vol. 13, No. 1, Symposium on Change in the Social Order $6.50
Vol. 13, No. 2, Symposium on Decline & Fall of the West/Return of Christendom $6.50
Vol. 14, No. 1, Symposium on Reconstruction in the Church and State $6.50
Vol. 14, No. 2, Symposium on the Reformation $6.50
Vol. XV, Symposium on Eschatology $6.50
Vol. XVI, The 25th Anniversary Issue $9.50
Journal of Christian Reconstruction Set $100.00 

Special CD Message Series by Rushdoony

SAVE by 
purchasing 
the entire 
nine volume 
set for only 
$110.00

A History of Modern Philosophy
8 CDs) $64.00

Epistemology: The Christian 
Philosophy of Knowledge
(10 CDs) $80.00

Apologetics
(3 CDs) $24.00

The Crown Rights of Christ the King
(6 CDs) $48.00

The United States Constitution
(4 CDs) $32.00

Economics, Money & Hope
(3 CDs) $24.00

Postmillennialism in America
(2 CDs-2 lectures per disc) $20.00

A Critique of Modern Education
(4 CDs) $32.00

English History
(5 CDs) $40.00


