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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Understanding Sabbath Rest

By Mark R. Rushdoony

“There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.” Hebrews 4:9

Ai:ommon clich¢

is that Christians
need to go “beyond the
letter of the law.” Scrip-
ture itself sometimes

, takes us beyond the
letter of the law to an understanding of

its meaning. Jesus often gave commen-
taries on laws that were only observed
externally by the religious leaders of His
day. Beyond the avoidance of the act

of adultery, for instance, we are told to
understand lust itself as a form of adul-
tery (Matt. 5:28). The cliché is often
misused, however. Suggesting we should
go beyond the letter of the law is an evil
suggestion if it looks to a spiritualized,
mystical meaning that depreciates actual
obedience to the letter of the law itself.
Too often “going beyond the letter of
the law” is used as a euphemism for
leaving obedience behind.

I intend for these comments on
Sabbath observance to be taken as
expanding on the significance of our
observation of Sabbath rest; they should
not be taken as suggesting we should
abandon it. There are several types of
Sabbath rest in Scripture, but I will
focus on the weekly Sabbath and its
meaning. Too often discussions about
Sabbath rest focus on the rules one
should observe so as not to violate the
day by our actions. I think Paul was
clear that we should not judge one
another in such things (Col. 2:16), so
leave those issues to the reader’s con-
science. I believe what is too often lost
in discussions of the Sabbath day is why
we rest and what ought to be our self-

conscious understanding of the meaning
and implication of our rest.

Sabbath Rest

The most neglected Sabbath rest is
that referenced in the third and fourth
chapters of Hebrews. That passage
speaks of the failure of the Israelites in
the days of Moses to enter into their
place of rest, which was Canaan. This
failure was caused by a lack of faith
(Heb. 4:6), but their destination was
a very real place, not a spiritual state.
Their failure was an act of omission
rather than commission, a refusal to
move forwards in terms of the future
God promised them. We are specifically
warned against similarly failing to enter
our rest (Heb. 4:1). There is far more
here than observance of Sabbath-day
rules or a “spiritual” failure.

God judged an entire generation
to die without seeing His future bless-
ings. Their sin was a failure to act in
terms of the certainty of the future God
had revealed to them. They feared the
dangers of entering Canaan so God’s
judgment was for that generation to
stagnate. Their sin was not a violation of
one of the Ten Commandments or any
case law given to Moses, but a refusal
to act in the expectation of God’s every
promise being true.

That punishment was to that gen-
eration in the wilderness and was over
and done with some 1400 years before
Hebrews was written. How can Chris-
tians then be liable to a similar fate in
the first century, not to mention today?
Hebrews 4, however, very clearly con-

nects all Christians to that wilderness
generation and warns us of repeating
their sin.

What Does Sabbath Rest
Represent?

Sabbath rest means more than not
working; that is how we are told to
observe the weekly holy day. The “rest”
of entrance into Canaan actually began
generations of work, but the rest that
Canaan represented was a realization
of something, an eschatological point.
Hebrews 4:10 does reference God’s
rest, but it is important that the ces-
sation of God’s creating (Gen. 2) was
given in the context of His completion
of the Creation. God had finished that
which He called “very good.” This is the
historical basis of the Sabbath rest most
referenced by Christians, but there are
three historical events given as a basis for
Sabbath rest in Scripture. Some refer to
these as three Sabbaths, but they are all
one, with three reasons attached. Each
of the three are completed works of
God, with our observance of rest being
a self-conscious awareness that all we do
depends on what God has already done
for us.

The first mention of Sabbath is that
of Genesis 2:1-3, repeated in Exodus
20:8—11. A rest was commanded to
remember the historical fact that God
created all things and presented it to
man as his home and the place of his
work.

The second reason for Sabbath rest
referenced the exodus from Egypt, the
salvation of God from slavery. After
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Moses broke the first tablets of stone,
God gave another set, but this time
gave (Duet. 5:12-15) a second reason
for rest. This rest was in terms of God’s
salvation from slavery to the blessings
of a land flowing with milk and honey.
Again the observance was based on an
historical event of God’s hand and its
implications for the future.

The third historic event referenced
in Scripture as the basis for Sabbath rest
is the victory of Jesus Christ (Heb. 4).
His entrance into rest (v. 10) is associ-
ated with that of God’s creation rest (v.
10, cf. Gen. 2:1-3) and the rest into
which Joshua led the Israelites when

KJV reads “Jesus” but that is the Greek

7-8 is clearly to Joshua’s day).

The “Christian Sabbath” was im-
mediately transferred to the first day
of the week. This was not an arbitrary
or unwarranted change, but represents
exactly what Hebrews 4 later laid out,
that “there remaineth therefore a rest [a
keeping of the Sabbath] to the people
of God” (v. 9). The disciples recognized
Jesus as the greater Joshua and under-
stood their rest was now in terms of His
finished work. The freedom from sin
that He gave was far greater than the
deliverance from Egyptian slavery. The
type was replaced by the reality.

The creation represented a promise
of God’s provision for man. The exodus
was His setting of the stage for a future
under His law. The disciples knew Jesus
had firmly established His Kingdom of

Heaven.

The Meaning of Sabbath Rest

Each historical basis for Sabbath
rest references a finished work of God
that established His provision for man.
Man’s cessation of activities on one day
that is commanded apart from the other
six means that his context of life and
work is in God’s provision for him.

The rest of creation was a cessation

. from the activity of creating. In that

- accomplished divine work of God man
. has such security in God’s providence

- that he, too, can rest. My father often

repeated a phrase in his prayers that
expresses this: “Thou carest for us better
than we care for ourselves.” Sabbath ob-
servance represents a present confidence
and a future security in terms of God’s
providential care of His creation and us,
His creatures.

Likewise, the rest based on the
exodus was a view of salvation that

- recounted a miracle of God. He brought !
- its cause. The activity of Sabbath ob-

- Israel out of slavery to a place of rest in
- servance is not an arbitrary compliance

they entered the land (v. 8, note that the . Canaan. The weekly rest was then also

- to be seen in terms of that accomplished !
form of “Joshua” and the reference of vv.

divine act as well, yet it also referenced
their future in Canaan in terms of God’s
promises.

In addition to the weekly Sabbath’s
specified tie to the exodus, the Feast of
Tabernacles (tents) also commemorated
that time by the erection of tents or huts
during a week-long annual celebration.
It was not entirely past-bound, however.
The daily temple ritual was a festive

- procession where priests gathered water
outside Jerusalem and brought it to the
. altar where both water (representing

- God’s provision for life) and wine (rep-

resenting prosperity) were poured at the
base of the altar. The water referenced
several prophetic passages still obviously
future-oriented including the promise
of “living waters” that will go out from
Jerusalem (Zech. 14:8) and Ezekiel’s vi-
sion of water that lowed from the altar
and became a river “that could not be
passed over” (Ezek. 47:1-10, note v. 5).
Jesus appeared at the temple on the last

- day of the feast (John 7:37-53) prob-
. ably as this ceremony concluded, and
- offered all “living water,” thus connect-
. ing the blessing of His Kingdom with
. the hopes of Israel. The celebration of
. the Feast of Tabernacles, while based on

- the historical exodus, represented a pres-
. ent expectation and the future certainty

of God’s blessing.

The Christian Sabbath includes

. a third historical event as the basis for

resting in God’s accomplished work—
the accomplished victory of Jesus Christ.
His atonement represents a reason why
we can rest from our labors and why our
future is certain.

In all three historical contexts the
Sabbath represents man’s security in
terms of the finished work of God. Our
work can pause on God’s orders, be-
cause it is a response to our salvation not

with rules but our cessation of work in a

. self-conscious awareness that God’s sav-

ing work is determinative, not ours. Our
future is certain and our labors matter
because God does truly care for us better
than we care for ourselves.

The work of man does not save, but
it is commanded as an act of obedience.
The generation “whose carcasses fell in
the wilderness” (Heb. 3:17) failed to

obey, to move forward in confidence

. that God would fulfill His promises.

. They thought they were being practi-

- cal, but Scripture tells us they acted in
“unbelief” (Heb. 3:19). The question in
. Hebrews 4 is essentially, “Will you do

the same? Will you fail to act in terms of
what God has done and has promised to
yet do?”

The Jewish Christians to whom
Hebrews was written were looking back-
ward, not forward. They did not see the
implications of who Jesus was and what
that meant for serving His Kingdom.
Like the Israelites in the wilderness,

. they were not ready to move forward.

. This text is usually limited to a warning
- against apostasy. It is that, but it is more
. or the reference to the generation in the
- wilderness would be a poor one. Their

Continued on page 22
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FROM THE EDITOR

Another Perspective on the “Failure” of Theonomy

oseph Foreman has

written an important
assessment of the theo-
nomic question, giving
us the proper set of eyes
with which to view the

question (viz., a historic vision over the
long haul). The following thoughts are
intended to supplement, or provide al-
ternative insights, into the question that

he has explored so tellingly in his article, . examining long-lost precedents put

. forward by Scripture (e.g., Solomon’s

which appears in this issue of Faith for
All of Life. The reader should note that
the two approaches (Foreman’s and my
own) are not mutually exclusive, but
simply cast light on the question from
different angles. This is to be expected
given the scope of the subject.

For our purposes, we will focus on
three particular facets of the problem as
we approach the question, “Why hasn't
theonomy worked?” These are by no
means exhaustive, but they are surely
instructive.

The First Failure in Applying
Theonomy

it is an all-or-nothing proposition: all
jots and tittles must be applied for the
totality of its blessings to flow. You can’t
move to a half-shekel civil tax if the

board (the promise in Deut. 15:4 that
“there shall be no more poor among
you” is premised on keeping the previ-
ous chapter’s requirements). You can't
pull regulatory statutes off the books

if you still have limited liability laws

in place that incentivize irresponsible
conduct. Theonomy is a package deal,
and trying to apply it piecemeal (slicing

By Martin G. Selbrede

sections out of the law to apply them
ham-fistedly and out-of-context) is a
roadmap to disaster.

The law is good if used lawfully

(I'Tim. 1:8). But lawful use of the

law entails zotal use of the law in its
comprehensive details. That, alone,
delivers temporal justice (and even
here, there are limitations due to our
creaturely limitations). It also requires

successful handling of a judicial case

in 1 Kings 3:16-28 where there
appeared to be insufficient witnesses to
legitimately proceed—a principle that,
as Rushdoony explains at length, was

- also applied by the wrongly-maligned
- Richard III of England with powerful

results).

This is the key point brought
forward by James in his epistle: the law
is a unity, and to break one statute is to
have broken the entire law (because it

. has, literally, been broken into pieces).
. Such a smorgasbord approach to God's
Theonomy hasn’t “worked” because - commandments refuses to accept the

- contemporary wisdom of Biblical ethics.
- Pick-and-choose theonomy is human-

. ism under color of misplaced theologi-

. cal authority—misplaced in that were
poor tithe isn't being honored across the trusting modern-day scribes who loosen
. the least of His commandments (Matt.

5:19).

When we arraign all the supposed

- examples of “theonomy gone bad,” we
. see something very different: a mix of
- humanism and theonomy (with the

- former contaminating the latter) that

. has, indeed, gone bad. Whether it is

- procedural rules of evidence, refusal to

- follow His statutes concerning all mat-
. ters that they speak to, or using refined

theological categories to do violence to
the law, the result is the same. Too many

- say, “We had to destroy the law to save
- the law.” And always, it is the wisdom of

man that is called upon to expose God
as an out-of-date ethical thinker. Like

- David Chilton said, it’s not that we're

missing the blueprints, it’s that nobody
wants their city to be built according to

- them.

The Second Failure in Applying
Theonomy
The second reason theonomy hasn’t

¢ “worked” is because the fundamental

principle of it, as enunciated by the
greatest commandment and the one

- like unto it, is love: love for God, love

for neighbor. Since all the law and the
prophets hang on these two, if these two

- are not in order, there’s nothing to hang
¢ the rest on.

We live in an age where men are
lovers of self, whose god is their belly.

- The sons of Belial have no interest

(other than lip service concerning it)
for the law of God because they live in

: opposition to its foundation.

Modern man is consumed by ha-
tred. Redeemed man, who in principle
should be delivered from hatred, refuses

- to fully yield himself a living sacrifice.

What “law-keeping” may be in evidence
is contaminated at its root, because

- unless love of God and love of neighbor
. motivate man’s actions, his supposed

“law-keeping” is empty. For example, 1
Cor. 13:3 makes clear that giving away

. everything to help the poor “profiteth
- nothing” to the unloving, even though

6 Faith for All of Life | January/February 2018
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provision is made for the poor in
Scripture (albeit not to that rhetorical
extreme).!

The same is true of every action
we take, but particularly those that are
ostentatious (as tithing of mint and rue
was for the scribes and Pharisees). If
we're to prioritize the weightier matters

of the law (judgment, mercy, faith), how  fajlure” enumerated above: theonomy is a

much more the two greatest command-
ments of that same law?

In Isaiah 1:12, God asks, “Who
hath required this at your hand, to
tread my courts?” The emptiness of
servile religious observance is roundly

condemned in this demanding question. exactly that.

God has decidedly not required this,
and certainly not in the spirit that His
people were doing it in. When the heart
is right, and truly repentant, it hungers
for God’s justice and mercy. The law

is not about external observance (the
Tenth Commandment, as Joseph
Foreman noted, puts an end to that
false depiction). It speaks to the heart
of the redeemed, where God writes

it to “obtain spontaneous obedience”
(Warfield). How could men whose
conduct is framed by His law “grind the
faces of the poor” (Isaiah 3:15)? That
we do so is a failure at the core of our
being: you simply can’t gather grapes
from thorns (Matt. 7:16).

The Third Failure in Applying
Theonomy

Theonomy “failed” among the Puri-
- in the war between theonomy and

tans for a reason. Dr. Joseph C. More-
craft III believes Terrill Elniff hit upon

the correct explanation in the latter’s

book, The Guise of Every Graceless Heart.

The Puritans reserved a small corner
of human thought for autonomy to
retain a beachhead. And that tiny chink
in their intellectual armor was the
Achilles’ heel of the Puritan experiment:
theonomy was forced to coexist with its
corrosive antithesis, autonomy, in the
Puritan mind (which was fully unaware

- in a seamless garment of justice.

- of the genuine antipathy between the
- two forces).”

The human intellect was granted
a destructive freedom that contained

. the seeds of the collapse of the Puritan
- experiment. A little leaven of autonomy

leavened the whole lump. Such a

halfway house runs parallel to the “first

package deal, so the admixture of any au-
tonomy whatsoever corrupts it (whether

- at the root or at the branch).

For all the Puritan talk of “not rais-
ing up any iron tool” (human alteration)
on God’s stones (Deut. 27:5), they did

In modern thinking, we are used to
trying a taste test to see how a “model”

- works. “Let’s implement part of the
- agenda and see what happens. If a little

is good, we'll try to implement more

. bits and pieces of it.” This approach is
- not actually possible with Biblical law

because it is a unity: every single statute
dovetails with its companion ordinances
3
Whatever temporal benefits arise
(and they do arise) when keeping part

- of the law, they are incomplete and im-
- permanent. Slacking the law (Hab. 1:4)

will never cause the nations to invite one
another to go up and be taught out of it

- (Isa. 2:3). Theonomy is a total concern
. because God’s law-word concerns all He

has made and all that He governs.
And now the cat is out of the bag;

autonomy, the fact remains that any-
thing less than 100 percent theonomy

is actually autonomy. And autonomy has
covenantal consequences built into it
that cannot be reversed merely by apply-

- ing a theonomic veneer. To then label
. the resulting catastrophe “a failure of

theonomy” is an attempt to whitewash
autonomy (the actual failure point) and

- bring ever more consistent autonomy
* into play.

Despite attempts to scapegoat

- theonomy when these oil-and-water,

iron-and-clay mixtures inevitably col-
lapse in the cultures that tried them,

- theonomy has the perfect alibi whenever
. its syncretistic critics arraign it for its

alleged crimes throughout history:

“I was nowhere near where that hap-
pened ... though come to think of it
my ears were sure burning the entire

time. I must be the victim of identity
theft ... again.”

Why is theonomy routinely blamed
for the crimes of autonomy? Because

- autonomous man desperately seeks to
- excuse his rebellion, and to call good

evil and evil good. In the meantime,

- “the isles shall wait for His Law” (Isa.
- 42:4) because they have yet to receive it

in its purity. And when they finally do,
then will the nations invite one another

1o be taught out of the law of God in its
- fullness (Isa. 2:3). &7

1. There is much confusion over our Lord’s

. instructions to the rich young ruler in Mark
¢ 10. See the section on The Poor Tithe and

Eradication of Poverty in this Chalcedon
Position Paper to get a fuller understand-

: ing of that passage: www.chalcedon.edu/
. resources/position-papers/taxation-liberty-

and-the-bible

- 2. This dangerous leaven passed into Scot-
- tish Rationalism, which influenced theo-

logians like Benjamin B. Warfield and be-
yond, leavening the whole lump. The irony

was that Warfield warned against holding
. warring ideas in one’s mind simultaneously,

yet he was blind in some areas to his own
concession to autonomy. Had Kuyper and

- Van Til not put the brakes on this trend,
¢ the influence of Warfield would have gone

unchecked (on the principle that there is a
certain kind of evil only a good man can do,

. because he is deemed a trustworthy guide).
: We need to return to John Owen’s view that

secular philosophies are to be studied with
the same mindset a chemist has when study-

. ing poisons: to find the antidote.

Continued on page 22
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FEATURE ARTICLE

What “It Never Works!” Means
for Our Understanding of God’s Law

en something
is a central idea
to your world, it should
work.
. My oldest son
" Jeremy (a true son of his

maternal grandfather) said some time
back, “How is theonomy not utopian?

Isnt theonomy a whole-orbed way of life, '
- meant to push us to see that theonomy

a social order, something that will never
work because though human beings are
designed to work that way, our sin will
always prevent it Isn’t that why you
want to stone people? to force them into
sanctified self-government so they can
be free? You want the law to do what
the Holy Spirit cannot do, or will only
do when Jesus comes, or in our next
life. That is everything that is evil about
utopianism which you taught me.”
Then in a Facebook argument
where I was lurking, someone I never
heard of said something to the effect
of: “Theonomy didn’t work before the
Reformation. It is impossibly utopian. I
don’t mean to be harsh, but give it up.”

ed, “That’s because it was before the
Reformation.”

So, let’s take a minute (or ten) and
see if John hasn’t uncovered something
here.

Has Theonomy Ever Worked?

One of the glaringly obvious facts
of history is that theonomy doesnt work
... if by “work” you mean, has never
produced a full-orbed social law order
that was, as they say these days, self-
sustaining—one sufficiently stable that

By Joseph Foreman

it lasted more than a generation or two.
Why try to explain this away? Syn-

. cretism is only half the story. Why not,
. as John suggested cryptically, see what

the historical “failure” of theonomy tells
us about God’s law and God’s plans?

It didn’t work before the Reforma-
tion? Well, it didn’t work in the Refor-
mation either. John’s comments were

© is not a static world order we establish

by passing a few laws. Rather, it involves
the whole thrust of history. God's law is
taking us somewbhere.

So, don’t stop at the Reformation.

- Go to Scripture. It didn’t work there
- either!

Theonomy “didn’t work” with Ezra
or Nehemiah, or with David, or really
for the Judges either. The social order
based on God’s law-order that Ezra
started “didn’t work” as far as Jesus was

- concerned. Our Lord was incredibly dis-
- satisfied with the Pharisees and Scribes,

- Ezras heirs, who made their congrega-

. tions twice as fit for hell as they were

And John Andrew Reasnor respond- before. So they killed Him.

The Disciples & Co. for the next

. two thousand years couldn’t make the-

- onomy work for them. But wait: why
should they make it work when we can’t
even find where it works in Scripture?

Now, if it doesn’t work even in

- Scripture, then why can’t we just jettison
- God’s law as a formative foundation and
- structure of history and human exis- :
- tence? And many today reach precisely
. that conclusion, and as Paul would

. say, “their condemnation is just.” Aye,
. there’s the rub: Scripture itself never

. rejects God’s law but embraces it—jots,

tittles, and all. What is God’s law such

that we can affirm its “every jot and tit-

- tle” with Jesus, confirm it is “holy, just,

and good” with Paul, but at the same
time concede that it doesnt even seem

- to work for Moses, or Jesus, or Paul?

God Subverts Our
Carnal Expectations
Well, let’s see. The first theonomic

- attempt at Mosaic social order was a

legal failure in respect to the law, but
it was a failure that enabled fourteen

- centuries of Hebrew Prophets to give

the world an exposition of theonomic
law, justice, and ethics which, while it

- didn’t do Israel much good, has none-
. theless been transforming the planet

ever since. It is odd how social activists
(like Sojourners) who hate God’s law

- still love God’s prophets’ exposition of

it. Hmmm?
To get a drift of where this is going,

- notice that almost every agitator for any
- modern social cause, whether righteous

or evil, quotes the prophets favorably. God

- is the God of social justice, and those
- struggling for such justice recognize

that much, even when they reject the
foundation of justice itself. Now, #hat is

- a burning bush worth stepping aside to

examine. Which is what we will do, to
see that the light that is shining from it
is ultimately God’s own.

While Israel by no means trans-
formed into a theonomic social order
that pleased God, God’s law did trans-

¢ form Israel into a nation so distinctive
* in its day that even Rome gave them
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special privileges. Those temporal free-
doms were the umbrella under which
the first-generation church grew in rela-
tive protection. But Israel had greater
impact than even that. Hebrew wan-
derers 1000—400 B.C. are recorded in
the mythology of the founders of both
Greece and Rome, profoundly influenc-
ing the normal earth-magic paganism
of that era, enabling rational philoso-
phies, religions, empires, government
and law-orders to appear for the first

replaced the irrational forces of nature
those peoples used to worship, and the
time was made full in preparation.
When Jesus fulfilled the time, He
raised a whole dimension of God’s law
to the first and greatest two command-

law and our relationship to God. You
might say His ministry of grace was a
tenth commandment ministry trans-
forming the heart (something only the
Holy Spirit can do). In both the sum-

mary of the law and in the final word of
the law we see God putting the law into

the hands of the Holy Spirit to do what
statutes and summaries, however wise,
cannot do. Statutes can define, they
can influence, but they cannot execute
on their own. They require someone in

God’s image who is shaped by His Spir-

is essential, neither are sufficient. Only
“my grace is sufficient for thee.” This is
the basis of the optimism in Scripture.
We have not come as far as we can go.
We have come thus far as the Lord has
brought us. This is the theonomic vision
inspired by the Holy Spirit.

The Law as Leaven Working
in History
With the conversion of Rome,
Justinian rewrote pagan law in light of
what he learned from Moses and Christ.
No, it was not a perfect job, but do you
see where God is going?

The Christendom of the Medieval

- Period wasn’t sorted out well. God’s law,

theonomy, was oddly applied hit and

miss, piecemeal. As a resul, it certainly

i didn’t “work.” But what it did do is
- make everyone in the West unthink-

ingly, intuitively Trinitarian Christian,
infused with a profound sense of their

- need for God’s grace and law. From that

platform the Reformation, a popular
movement, sprang up with yet another

. effort to apply God’s law based on
time in pagan history. The rational gods

Reason, often mathematical reason. In
England they tried to apply it as God’s
law in full-orbed personal and corpo-

- rate relationship to God. At the same

time France and Germany secularized
God’s law into merely rational principles

- pulled out of what they felt was the
ments, opening a new window on God’s

sticky goo of personal religion, wor-
ship, and dogmatics. But in the end it
was theonomy that they were working

- with. And it didn’t work for England

or Europe, ending instead in wars and
rumors of war.

The British Empire spread abroad
the novel idea that nations should judge
themselves by an objective law, one that
is true for everyone. That is a major

. tenet of theonomy, and suddenly, all

around the globe, the Brits are schooling
the world in it. If you examine British

it. While rationality is essential, and law law you will find many fundamental

tenets of theonomic liberty embedded
in it (serving as a hidden backbone or
autopilot). It is worth noting that Brit-

¢ 1sh colonies have tended to do better

than the other colonies after their inde-
pendence from the crown for precisely

- this theonomic reason.

But in the end, theonomy didn’t
work really well for the Brits. Those
colonized said, “Wait, if there is one law,

- and it rules all mankind, then what are

the British doing here as if they are bet-
ter than us?” So the colonies kicked the

- Brits and the rest of Europe out.

God’s law has changed society over

. the millennia. Even now, the structure
- of government itself is transformed in

America where a theonomic country
emerged against all odds embodying

- an odd mix of secular and sacred. Yet
Cts legal and political structure is both

self-consciously theonomic and self-
consciously secularized ... Secularized
what? It's God5 law that was secularized
and “improved on.” See? It is theonomy
that the secularists are working with.

The Bill of Rights and the limited

- government these rights demand are

fundamentally Mosaic ideas. The first
three commandments require that

. government must be structured so that

it cannot deceive the governors into
thinking they are God. Government for

- Moses is always a gift of God. It is not
- of ourselves, lest any men should boast

as if they give and create rights. Rights
and protection from both government

- and the evildoers alike are fundamental
. Mosaic ideas from God. The structure

of the Constitution is one way to create

- a first commandment-compliant politi-

- cal order.

Scaling the Psychological Wall
Today, we can see better where we

- have been and where we are going. Our

mission is not to foist an authoritarian
utopia on society, but to take the steps

: we need to take in our lives using our

enhanced influence in #is era to bring
God’s plan a step closer to where He has

- been headed all along. Theonomy is not
. merely a network of laws and punish-

ments, it is a way of transformed hearts
and the structure of their association

- in life. Government structure can only
- apply as much of God’s law corporately

as has been applied in our own sanctifi-

- cation. Sanctification is not merely per-
- sonal morality, it is seeing all of creation

as God’s and taking dominion.
Our brief synthesis of God’s law

- with certain secular “improvements”

* in the United States, like all the other
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such attempts throughout history, is
falling apart. It’s that Holy Spirit thing.
Theonomy will not work until people
are transformed from the inside and are
therefore capable of changing the very
structure of government itself. Only the
Holy Spirit will do this. No amount

of reasonable thinking on the matter,
no amount of law on God’s part and
wishful application of it on our part, can
change what only the Holy Spirit can
do.

We are up against a terrible psy-
chological wall. It is almost impossible
to scale it. But try. You have seen how
children growing up are at each point
in their early years through about age
twenty at the peak of a rapidly develop-

ing understanding of themselves and the

world. It is almost impossible for them
to understand that there is more to learn
about every part of life—especially the
important parts—because from their
perspective they are at the pinnacle of
human growth and development. What-
ever level they have attained experien-
tially enables them to look back and see
how much wiser, smarter, and together
they are than they were, especially com-
pared to the younger kids. Their whole
world just feels like they have gone as far
as they can go.

Regrettably, that is where we are as
a civilization and as Christians. What
more is there to learn? How much fur-
ther can our sanctification as individu-
als and as society go? This must be i,
because I can’t imagine anything further.
We have the early church, the medieval
church, the modern church. Look at
all we have done. And it’s falling apart.
The only thing left is the last battle and
the return of Jesus (if you are an average
evangelical). And if you are among the
cognoscenti, the Reformed, the postmil-
lennial, why nobody has said it better
than us and the Puritans did! Here, let
me write another book to prove it! No-

© body can say it half as good as we can,
- which makes me feel sad for everybody

else. Nobody will say it better because,
baby, were the best. So don’t go talking

- about God having something more!

Two modern songs come to mind.
One is from Oklahoma: “Everything’s
up to date in Kansas City. It’s better

- than a magic lantern show. You can

turn the radiator on whenever you want
some heat. Every house is completely

- furnished, every house is all complete.
- Oh everything’s up to date in Kansas

City.” The other is Carly Simon croon-
ing, “Nobody does it better, makes me

. feel sad for the rest. Nobody does it half

as good as you, baby, you're the best!”
But this glance at the failure of the-
onomy has shown us the exact opposite.

. There are many things of old that they

did say and did do better than us. And

it was theonomy that clearly was applied

magic stone that enabled them to put
it all together, and it is not our philoso-

. pher’s stone either. And yet, our situa-
. tion today is far ahead of theirs. Stop

and look at one small example.

Right now, whatever the errors in its
- formulation, and however many books

we write about the Great 1776 heist in
Philadelphia, and however much intel-

- lectuals pick and pull at the Constitu-
¢ tion, no one offers a credible alternative.

That is to say, an alternative constitu-
tion, government structure, church

- structure, which the average person can

read, grasp and say, “Great idea, let’s put
this blueprint into effect.”
With all its defects, our form of

. constitutional self-government has

been for 200 years a utopian dream to
Wycliffe. In 1384 John Wycliffe writes

- in the introduction to his first-ever Bible :

translation into English, “This Bible
is for the Government of the People,

. by the People, and for the People.” He
. envisioned people able to personally

© govern themselves sufficiently to make a
- free form of government work—a form
- free fi fg t work—a f¢

that at the time he never specifically
described. But he knew that the civil/

- ecclesiastical order of the day would not
. work with a free people.

But wait. Had you been alive with
him you would not have said, “I'm

- joining you! There must be something

more. There must be greater freedom we
can aspire to.” You would have said then

- what you say today when a theonomist
- says, “Current church structure and

social political structure do not measure
up to Scripture.”

Today, is your gut response to call
him an anarchist? 7hen thats what you
would call Wycliffe. Had you been with

- him, you—the postmillennial—would
. remonstrate, “Look, 98 percent of

Europe is serf! Life span forty years!
Living with scarcely any social structure!

. to achieve that. But theonomy is not the Needing the firm hand of an autocratic

government to control them for their
own good! Illiterate, brutish, unrefined,

- insect-infested, disease-ridden! Filthy!
. These people govern themselves? You

are a utopian anarchist ... and an atheist
too if you challenge the church.”
Yes! If you echo such thinking

: today concerning the ongoing work of

the Holy Spirit, you would have joined

5 the Pharisees in a like condemnation
. of Christ’s work when He walked the

earth. “Thus, you testify against your-
selves that you are the sons of those who

murdered the prophets.”

The Long Arm of God
When you look at how God actu-

- ally worked with people and govern-
- ments you see that He did not lay down

a theory of political science or even a
rational elaboration of either His law

or how best to structure society so as to
enforce it. I contend that through his-
tory you see God’s profound aversion to

- the nickel-in-slot rationalism we rational
- elitists so vigorously promote, even
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though His creation, and His law-word,

are quite rational. God gives perhaps the '

most rational summary of law at a time
rational law did not even exist—not

at the end of a millennium of specula-
tive attempts to understand human
behavior, but at the beginning of it. Then
He refuses a rationalistic development
of this most rational revelation and
offers brief concrete applications and
reflections on it quite alien to modern

rational law which moves from principle
- tasks and kept strictly out of others?

to statute to applied case law. (Such
rationalism is a child of Moses however
much pagans and secularists try to claim

it as their own. The most they do is turn

rational development into Rationalism,
another false god of the mind. This is
also something the Reformed have done
on more than one occasion, by the way.)

What God does is work with the
patriarchal government of Seth through

Abraham and family. His law influenced

the tribal/clan warlord government of
the judges. Theonomy worked with
monarchical and aristocratic govern-
ment from David until the nineteenth
century. In all of these forms of gov-
ernment there are pictures of God’s
relationship with us. There are positive
things these governments expound
about God. And there are good social
results. But they were never sufficient in
themselves. God's law keeps pushing them
Sfurther. And most people want to cling
to what they have as if that is all there is.
Wherever they were in the development
of God’s plan for the ages, they could

not help but believe that #his—where we

are today—is as much as the Holy Spirit

can do speaking through the Word.

But notwithstanding our reluctance
then or now, in time God’s law trans-
formed autocratic government as the
ideal earthly representative of God both
in church structure and in state struc-
ture into representative constitutional
government. Yes, yes, we read of its

¢ critics. But the fact is, we can read of its

critics without fear of being hanged or
burned. Yes, unfortunately constitution-
al government deified the people but

- even so, it was a huge structural theo-
- nomic shift to actually involve people

according to Moses' command, “Choose
for yourselves wise men” (Deut. 1:13).

- Theonomy has restructured the whole

world!
Follow me here: The idea that
government should be limited to certain

The idea that the government is not the
highest authority? The idea that your
house and possessions should be safe
from search and seizure? The idea that
you have a part in selecting your rulers?

- The idea that judgment is the job of the
- people who make up the jury? The idea

that you own your property, its dam-
ages, its debts, and its profits? The idea

that men’s minds are not the property of

the state? The idea that there is private
property? Who you associate with is not

. the business of government enforce-
- ment? ... I could go on.

That's straight-up theonomy, baby,
and you are right! It doesnt work ...

. for long! But it sure feels good during

the brief periods when it is tried. And
maybe, just maybe, though it doesn’t

. “work” right now, it is the result of
- God’s law working with us to create at

every level a freedom undreamt of by

those who came before.

Now here is the irony of it all. The
same people who read and write the
books about how compromised and
non-theonomic our government ideals

. today are, are the very people who,

when told that “perhaps there is more,
perhaps our church organization and

. state organization is not what God

wanted,” these paragons of the Refor-
mation will call you an anarchist, anti-

- church, and so forth. I would expect this
- from premillennial dispensationalists, as

- they have no hope. The Holy Spirit has
.~ finished His work of sanctification with

them. There is nothing more for God
to do than rapture them out of here

- around some sort of last battle, before,
. during, after, who knows, but this they

do “know”: the Holy Spirit has done all

He can do.

So if you are still reading, where am

: I going with this?

No, the historic application of God’s

- law by the Holy Spirit in the hearts of
- mankind will not create utopia. What it

will create is people who structure freer
and freer forms of government church

- and state which reflect the freedom our

personal self-government is fit for. They
will become more and more theonomic.

- It just takes longer than you thought it
- would because you can’t get over that

psychological wall: surely this is where
Jesus wants us to build the three booths,
surely our transfiguration where we
now stand is the best it can be. Surely
anyone who challenges us on this lofty

- mountain height is an anarchist, anti-
- government, anti-church, and probably

antinomian to boot. Surely this wine
skin was good enough for Calvin!
Still God commands those who

 have reached the top and want to drink

His wine, “This is my beloved son,

- hear him.” Still Jesus says to top-down
- church and state organizations, “It is

not to be so among you.” Still the Holy
Spirit will awaken our complacent con-

- fidence in 2000 years of authoritarian
- church and state government to what

Jesus actually said, and how thoroughly

- we have ripped up His words to make
¢ them fit into our authoritarian—albeit

constitutionally authoritarian—struc-
tures of church and state government.

The Next Step Is
to Take the Next Step
What the Holy Spirit does is trans-
form the people who apply God’s law

* to take another step. Truth be told, it’s
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often an ugly process requiring God’s
judgments on even the good things we
thought were “the best it could be.” But
upon the foundation those earlier be-
lievers laid, theonomy transforms each
subsequent era a bit more radically until
you have a people capable of actually
making a go of a constitutional repub-
lic for two hundred years now, and an
entire planet that thinks even this syn-
cretistic manifestation of theonomy is a
pretty good idea. However, they are peo-
ple who have not been transformed by
the Holy Spirit and discipled by God’s
law in their heart so they cant do it and
can only flee to those lands who can, in
hope of embracing this transformation
for themselves and their posterity.

This is tenth commandment terri-
tory. “Thou shalt not covet” is a heart
issue, not an external action. For the
other commandments to work it is the
heart that must cease its idolatry and
self-worship and/or its state worship.
The heart must cease its futile labors
and rest. The heart must learn to honor
authority, to refrain from and abhor
murder, lust, theft, and lies. We can
through self-discipline control many of
the ethical ravages of sin—but as Jesus
said, even the pagans can do this much.

What we can't do is transform the
heart. Transforming the heart is the
utopian dream of modern, authori-
tarian, collectivist utopias birthed by
Marx-Engels and executed by Lenin,
Stalin, and Mao. Lacking the Holy
Spirit, their goal is to transform the
heart by brute force and education.
The only real difference between them
and the average modern theologian is
that they think they can do more than
we have accomplished today, and turn
to physical force, whereas the average
Christian thinks that the Holy Spirit
has done all He can do so the Christian
turns to holy though idle introspection.

Christians are either checking out of the

- world (if they're waiting to be bailed out
- by the rapture) or, if you are Reformed,

are busy building monuments to those
who have gone before us while despising

. those who bring good news of Scripture.
- How can Scripture say more? We have

said it all!
But the heart is the territory of

- Holy Spirit transformation which Jesus

opened the law up to. In fact, it was
there all along, ever since Moses, curled
up in the tenth commandment and in

¢ the two summaries: Love of God and

neighbor.
No, theonomy didn’t work. Theon-

- omy is how God works with us ethically

and judicially to structure our life and
world. It is only the Holy Spirit who can

- work with God’s law upon converted
- hearts and minds. He brings them a step !

closer to objective maturity; a step closer
to self-discipline and self-government; a

- step closer to even more freedom than
former ages could experience.

It was an old trucker, Bill Evans,

- who pointed out to me that the rela-
. tionship between corporate and personal !

sanctification is another one and many
mystery. It is, like so many things, a

. Trinitarian mystery. But corporate
- sanctification is inextricably grounded

in personal sanctification grounded in

- the “Spirit of love, power and self-gov-
- ernment.” The structure of government,

whether of church or state, is the direct
reflection of the extent of personal self-

- control, or sanctification, found in the

. individual and the body politic. That

personal sanctification is the extent of

- the freedom we can experience in our
- personal life and in the organizations we

create to govern and extend life.

Raising the Foundations
of Many Generations
As the body politic of self-governing
people grows they become capable of

- higher and higher levels of self-gov-

ernment. The Biblical image for this is

that they grow into the fullness of the
- maturity of Christ. When this happens,

they start restricting the ways other gov-
ernments force them into an authoritar-
ian mold. For example, children need

- authoritarian parents. The purpose of

authoritarian parents is to grow chil-
dren up into free adults who do not

- need authoritarian parents. Real adults

do not need the top-down state either.
That civil organization or free state of

- self-governing people is the theonomic,
- Mosaic, Jesus-endorsed Holy Spirit-ef-

fected, Pauline ideal. All theonomic laws
and punishments were designed for that

- political environment. Without acting

as if we live in the benefits of that end
times political environment, and with

- the insight of those who went before, we

do the best we can in our various forms
of syncretism while praying for the Holy
Spirit to carry us to the next step of His

- work to transform and fill the earth.

This is no utopian dream.
The United States would have been

© considered a utopian dream by the serfs

and peasants of 1384, precisely like
the unimaginable dream of theonomy
reflected in the opening comments. The

. idea that there is more freedom than a

bureaucratic church or state can muster
is condemned by everyone today, espe-

. cially traditional postmillennial theono-

mists. But Wycliffe put in the preface
of his Bible translation that his vision
for translating Scripture was of a people

. discipled in their hearts by God’s Word

so that a “government of the People, By
the People and For the People” could

. be established. His utopian dream was

partially realized by the Parliaments
of Europe and later by the US of A
and still (by comparison to the four-

. teenth century) it is realized by most of

Europe—there are no more serfs: they
have been transformed. It is idealized by

- much of the planet simply by looking

Continued on page 25
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FEATURE ARTICLE

Preserving Agent or Particular Target of Destruction?

by Andrea Schwartz

Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is
like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”

ow often do pro-

fessing believers
ask themselves if they
have truly given their
entire heart, soul, and

mind to Christ? There

must be a standard to make an honest

assessment. If we focus on the obvious
sins we don’t commit, we can miss our
subtle sins against the Lord.

Many, either because of being
born into a believing family or having
made a one-time profession of faith,
are often nonchalant when it comes
to current offenses against God and
His law. They assure themselves that
since they do not commit the big sins
(murder, adultery, or theft), they get
a passing grade, in spite of areas of sin
they want to keep unexamined. This
results in a diminished witness in those
areas where they do hold Biblical values
and perspectives. Why? While they may
be convinced that their offenses are
hidden, they are often all too obvious to
those who are eager to watch them trip
up. Moreover, they are less likely to be
the salt and light they are called to be
regarding sins that aren’t their “preferred
ones,” to avoid a closer investigation
into their own sinful thoughts, words,
and deeds.

God’s law does not accept the “close
enough” plea when it comes to how
our lives conform to His directives, nor
does He grade on a curve. James 2:10
confirms,

(Matt. 22:36-40)

is guilty of all.

It has become commonplace to be-

. lieve that “there is no condemnation in

. Christ Jesus” (Rom 8:1) means that any
. sin you commit will be forgiven by God.
- This not only reflects a faulty theology

of God’s patience and forbearance, but
minimizes the enormous cost of Calvary.

Answering the Question
When asked about the most im-
portant aspect of following God, Jesus
didn’t pull any punches. His answer
was that those who were His were
to be completely surrendered to His

- sovereignty and providence. Then, and
.~ only then, would they be in a posi-

. tion to know how to truly love anyone
. else. This was not a new concept but a

. restatement of Deuteronomy 6:5, and

demonstrates the harmony of the law
and the gospel.

Deliberate Christianity, as I like to
call it, involves examining every area of
our lives and thoughts and measuring
them against God’s Word, down to the
detail. If we avoid this process, we are
only hindering ourselves—mistakenly
believing we are in genuine fellowship

with Him when we are not.

Many want to enjoy the promised

. benefits and blessings of the Christian

. life, without confronting the conditions
. necessary for blessings. A “potluck” men-
. tality prevails with a “pick and choose”
* orientation as to which of God’s com-

 mandments one will focus on. This is

For whosoever shall keep the whole !
law, and yet offend in one point, he obvious with the prevailing attitude that
- God'’s law is no longer operable and that
as long as we conform to modern church
standards and traditions, we will squeak

- into the doors of Heaven. The culture

. then becomes the determiner of what

- is acceptable and what is not. This is

essentially syncretism and is “accidental”
Christianity (at best) rather than deliber-
ate Christianity. Rushdoony notes,

The churches today are very much like
old Israel, syncretistic. Too often, we
get, not Christianity from the pulpit,
but a smorgasbord of assorted religious

ideas. All this adds up to the word of
man, not the Word of God. “[TThe
word of truth” (Eph. 1:13) cannot be
diluted without ceasing to be the truth
... [Slyncretism ... stands for nothing.
Our Lord tells us that the first and great
commandment is to love the Lord our
God with all our heart, soul, and mind,
with all our being (Matt. 22:36-38).

No syncretist can keep that law.!

I know many who are very vocal
about their sincere Christianity who dis-
regard the laws of fornication, or theft,
etc. (or define them very narrowly) and
are offended when it is suggested that
they don't love Jesus. The standard has
sunk so low, that the modern media,

- social networks, and modern trends
. become the arbiters of good and evil.

Limiting Worship

Human beings were created to

worship. They either worship the living
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and true God or they find replacements.
Many believe that weekly church atten-
dance fulfills their obligation to worship
God. They do not understand that every
second of their lives should be occupied
with worship and show homage to the
King of kings and Lord of lords.

The question I'm often asked when
I run into someone whose church I pre-
viously attended is “Where do you wor-
ship now?” Not, “How is your service to
the Kingdom?” It is as though going to
a church (any church) is enough to ful-
fill the command to worship God. This
reveals a very limited understanding of
the greatest commandment, and high-
lights outward appearances over inward
conviction. In addition, most churches
are not faithfully proclaiming the full
counsel of God. Instead, they highlight
the “inoffensive” parts of Scripture and
thus hijack the true meaning of the
gospel message. Rushdoony considers it
theft in the truest sense of the word.

The greatest robbery of our day is the
stealing of the church. The church
properly belongs to Jesus Christ. It
exists in His name, and its purpose is
to preach the Word of God, administer
the sacraments, and faithfully apply
godly discipline to Christ's members.
But the church has been stolen. The
thieves are the modernists, socialists,
humanists, all of which adds up to one
fact, anti-Christianity. Using the name
of Christ, these sanctimonious thieves
have crept into the church, gained con-
trol of it, captured the pulpit and the
bank accounts and endowed funds, and
they are using the church to advance
their anti-Christian purposes. Instead of
proclaiming Christ, the church is now
preaching social revolution and financ-
ing it ... [T]he church has been stolen
from Jesus Christ.?

True Worship
The locale of worship is not a place
or a building. Since we are to present
our bodies as a living sacrifice (Rom

- 12:1), all aspects and facets of our lives

should be manifestations of worship.
When Jesus was questioned by the Sa-
maritan woman, His answer was to the
point when she asked,

Our fathers worshipped in this
mountain; and ye say, that in
Jerusalem is the place where men
ought to worship. Jesus saith unto
her, Woman, believe me, the hour
cometh, when ye shall neither in
this mountain, nor yet at Jerusa-
lem, worship the Father. Ye wor-
ship ye know not what: we know
what we worship: for salvation is of
the Jews. But the hour cometh, and
now is, when the true worshippers
shall worship the Father in spirit
and in truth: for the Father seeketh
such to worship him. God is a
Spirit: and they that worship him
must worship him in spirit and in

truth. (John 4:20-24)
Rushdoony notes,

Jesus refuses to be drawn into such a
discussion because He is the true and
living Temple. Neither Jerusalem nor
Samaria is the center. All the same,
“salvation of the Jews,” the promise

of the great messianic redemption,
comes from Judaea. The true worship-
per will worship in the Spirit and in
truth. God is not limited by space and
time, because God is Spirit, and He
can only be worshipped in Spirit and
truth. He cannot be localized even in
the greatest Temple, even in one built
in terms of His word. In Himself; Jesus
Christ is God incarnate, as the way, the
truth, and the life (John 14:6); He is
the revelation of the invisible God (vv.
21-24).3

Only when we reflect on our
faithfulness to the two Greatest Com-
mandments, the Ten Commandments,
and the application in the case laws of
Scripture will we be able to be the salt
Jesus instructs us to be in His Sermon
on the Mount. This isn’t a suggestion or

- a “when you get a chance” directive: It

is how we take dominion in Jesus’ name.

The meaning of salt here is thus preser-
vation. A sinful and corrupt world will
rapidly decay and collapse unless the
Christian element therein acts as the
agent of preservation. Apart from them,
society and the state are readily and
quickly corrupt; only the Christians
can prevent the radical deterioration of
society and civil government. If they
fail to work as the preserving agent,

the Lord decrees that they shall “be
trodden under foot of men.” Christians
must either preserve their society from
destruction or become themselves a par-
ticular target of destruction.*

Apparently, the choice is ours. &

Andrea Schwartz is Chalcedon’s family and
Christian education advocate. She educated
her three children through high school,
and has written books on homeschooling,
the family, and developing effective women
for the Kingdom of God. She is the author
of two children’s books for families to

read together: Teach Me While My Heart is
Tender: Real-Aloud Stories of Repentance and
Forgiveness and Family Matters: Read-Aloud
Stories of Responsibility and Self-Discipline.
Visit her website at KingdomDrivenFamily.
com to find out more about the Chalcedon
Teacher Training Institute, a mentoring/
study program designed for women to help
them in their Kingdom service. She resides
in San Jose, CA with her husband of over
40 years. She can be contacted at Andrea@
chalcedon.edu.

1. R. J. Rushdoony, A Word in Season, vol. 4
(Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, 2012),
p. 111,

2. R. J. Rushdoony, A Word in Season, vol. 2
(Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, 2011),
p. 112.

3. R.J. Rushdoony, Gospel of John (Vallecito,
CA: Ross House Books, 2000), p. 38.

4. R.J. Rushdoony, Sermon on the Mount
(Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, 2009),
p. 44.
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FEATURE ARTICLE

The Rushdoony Legacy in Education

t was in 1981 that

Rousas John Rush-
doony wrote in 7he
Philosophy of the Chris-

tian Curriculum, “The

great issue of the years
ahead is the developing battle between
Christianity and Humanism. It is a war
unto death.”

In other words, how Christians edu-

cate their children has become a matter
of life and death for the future of Chris-
tianity. And one of the chief aims of the

Christian Reconstruction movement has

been to make Christians keenly aware of
the war they are in.

Dr. Rushdoony had little patience
with Christian parents who kept putting
their children in public schools con-
trolled by humanists whose aim it was
to convert Christian children to human-
ism. A writer in 7he Humanist magazine
of January 1983 stated:

I am convinced that the battle for
humankind’s future must be waged and
won in the public school classroom by
teachers who correctly perceive their
role as proselytizers of a new faith: a re-
ligion of humanity that recognizes and
respects the spark of what theologians
call divinity in every human being.

Dr. Rushdoony saw clearly that
political power was at the heart of the

humanist thrust against Christianity. He  William James, Nicholas Murray Butler,

wrote: “The founders of statist educa-
tion in the United States were Unitar-
ians. They rightly believed that control

key to controlling society. Control over
the schools will determine control over
state and church finally.”

And that is why Dr. Rushdoony

By Samuel L. Blumenfeld

- devoted so much time and energy to

writing on education and lecturing far

* and wide at conferences and conven-

tions of Christian educators. He urged
and encouraged Christian ministers to

- start church schools. And he insisted
i that Christian schools must be more

than warmed-over secular schools with
some Bible reading.

off the ground. He defended Christian

. homeschoolers in the courts, helping

to set legal precedents that extended
educational freedom to parents who
refused to put their children in govern-

- ment schools.

The Essence of the Struggle
It was in The Messianic Character

of American Education, first published

in 1963, that Dr. Rushdoony captured
the essence of the struggle that was go-

- ing on in American education between
- Christians and humanists. That book

established him as Christendom’s most

. profound critic of secular humanist
¢ education. In that seminal book he

reviewed the lives of the men who made
American education what it has be-

- come: the proselytizer of humanism and
. statism. These men included Horace

Mann, Henry Barnard, William Torrey
Harris, Col. Francis Wayland Parker,

G. Stanley Hall, John Dewey, ].B. Wat-
son, Edward Lee Thorndike, Harold O.

- Rugg, and others.
over the child through the schools is the

Dr. Rushdoony understood the
corrosive, anti-Christian nature of their
ideas and the tremendous power they

. had in shaping the American secular
* mind, which has led to a blasphemous,

¢ depraved culture. He recognized the

financial strength of the enemy, with
their endless sources of support from the
great private foundations and govern-
ment treasuries.

But he also recognized the inherent
strength of Christians who placed their
faith in the everlasting love and sover-

- eignty of Jesus Christ. It was a faith that

He was also instrumental in helping - conquered the Roman Empire not by

the fledgling homeschool movement get the sword but by the promise of salva-

. tion, forgiveness of sin, and eternal life
. after death.

Dr. Rushdoony’s legacy lies in
his unconquerable belief in Christian
victory. He awakened the Christian con-
sciousness in untold numbers of people.
He was critical of those Christians who
had abdicated their role in society by
surrendering it to the enemy and wait-
ing for the Rapture.

Christian Reconstruction preached
an uncompromising belief in ultimate

. victory. The growth of the Christian

- homeschool movement was a clear indi-
. cation that victory was not only possible
- but inevitable if Christian parents took

. up their responsibilities as educators of

their own children, for it was the control
of children that determined the shape of
the future.

The achievement of victory would
be slow and painstaking because it
required one family at a time making
a decision for Christ. Dr. Rushdoony
had no illusions about the majority of
human beings doing the right thing or

- leading godly lives. The prevailing sinful
. culture was forever seducing the young

- through mass media entertainment, evo-
lution, sex ed, death ed, drug ed, etc.

Thus, the road to Christian victory

- was forever uphill, taking two steps for-
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ward and one step backward. The rem-
nant would remain the strong core of
the struggle, like a ship plowing slowly
through the Arctic ice. Dr. Rushdoony
was like the bow of that ship.

Victory Starts with Content

It also goes without saying that Dr.
Rushdoony was greatly concerned with
the content of Christian education, and
that is why he addressed that subject in
The Philosophy of the Christian Cur-
riculum. First, he stressed the idea that
education is a religious function. He
wrote: “An excellent means of analyzing
the religion of any culture is to study its
concept of education.”

How true! The current Islamic war

against Western civilization is fueled and the past were founded on that phi-
supported by the Madrassas, the Islamic P P

schools that indoctrinate children in
hatred of Jewish and Christian infidels.
These schools have shaped the new
Islamic culture, which has become a
mortal danger to the West.

Likewise, American public schools
have helped shape our present blasphe-
mous, decadent, oversexed, and increas-
ingly illiterate and nihilist culture. So
much so, that when Christian youths
rebel against the culture and declare
themselves virgins until marriage, it
becomes a cover story for Newsweek
magazine.

Dr. Rushdoony writes: “The cen-
trality of Biblical instruction is basic to
the liberal arts of Christian education.
But the rest of the curriculum must be
revised in terms of Christian liberty, the

arts of Christian freedom and dominion
» <«
- man,” Rushdoony wrote, “can only be

under God. The study of law is there-
fore necessary.”

For Rushdoony, law is an expression
of God’s holiness and order. Thus he
considered it a duty to study the U.S.
Constitution which had been written
by Christians in conformity with God’s
law. He'd be pleased to know that the
homeschool movement has given birth

- to Patrick Henry College, a new institu-

tion devoted to the study and applica-

tion of Constitutional law. Its students
- will put their education to work in the
- halls of Congress. That is a manifesta-

tion of Dr. Rushdoony’s legacy.

Authority and Relevance
Dr. Rushdoony made it clear that
the question of authority is never sec-

- ondary but primary:

The Christian School is an anti-neutral-
ist institution. It must teach that Christ
is Lord over all things, including the
state, and that God’s law is binding on
all men and nations, because He is the

Lord of all.

The great Christian universities of

losophy. They helped build Christian
civilization, especially as it existed in the
early days of the United States.

But Dr. Rushdoony’s idea of educa-
tion was not rooted in the curriculum

- of the past. He believed that Christians
- must be able to adapt themselves to the

revolutionary changes taking place in
the world. He wrote:

The sound curriculum will be the
relevant curriculum, and relevancy re-
quires two factors, a world of absolutes,
and a world of change. It is not enough
to hold to God’s absolutes: they must
be continually and freshly related to the
changing times.

In other words, the Christian is
expected to see the world of change

- through the lens of Biblical absolutes.

“The reality around man and within

truly known in terms of the sovereign
God who created all things. The fear of
the Lord is the beginning of all instruc-
tion and learning.”

The Harvard University founded

- on the legacy of John Calvin no lon-
ger exists. It became humanist. A new
¢ Christian institution is needed that will

- replace Harvard in influence and learn-
. ing. Rushdoony gave us the philosophi-
- cal blueprint for such a new institution.
That is the historic, long-range chal-

- lenge of Christian Reconstruction.

A Legacy Embracing All Creation
Dr. Rushdoony also very wisely
wrote about the teaching of science,
which has been so thoroughly secular-
ized by today’s humanists. “For a Chris-
tian,” he wrote, “the task of instruction is
made simpler by the fact that the Bibli-
cal, Hebrew word for instruction, Torah,
means both law and instruction ...

- Modern science is a product of a Bibli-
cal worldview, with its belief in God and
- the world under God’s law ... Thus, for

- the science teacher, the ultimacy of God

must be basic.”

Of course, it was God who made
Adam into a scientist when He brought
before him all of the creatures He had
created and told Adam to name them.
“And Adam gave names to all cattle, and
to the fowl of the air, and to every beast
of the field.” And so Adam became a
lexicographer and an observer of the
natural world. In other words, /e became

© a scientist.

Dr. Rushdoony’s legacy will be

- found in all the streams of our culture.
- But it is most easily discernable in edu-

cation. The growth of both the Chris-
tian school and homeschool movements
are indeed the direct result of a lifetime
of writing and lecturing, expounding
and preaching, helping and advising.

These are blessings that will be with
us always. £y

[Editor’s note: Sam Blumenfeld had written
this essay in December 2002 as a reflection

upon the legacy left by R. J. Rushdoony.

It is being published here for the very first

© time.]

Samuel L. Blumenfeld (1927-2015), a
former Chalcedon staffer, author of a

Continued on page 25
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REVIEW

The Crown: An Unbearable Divinity

In hindsight it seems
inevitable that
someone would eventu-
ally make a glamorous
drama about the early

all, the whole world has been unapolo-
getically obsessed with the British royal
family for decades. Not a moment too
soon, Netflix has obliged with 7%e
Crown, a tastefully opulent series that
spares no expense when it comes to sets,
costumes, extras, or locations.

What seems less inevitable is that
The Crown would prove to be as good as
it is. This is partly due to some extreme-
ly fine directing and acting, particularly
from Claire Foy as the Queen and the
first season’s John Lithgow as Winston
Churchill. But primary credit goes to
Peter Morgan’s thoughtful, profound,
and philosophically provocative scripts.

Morgan is the award-winning
scriptwriter behind the 2006 film
The Queen, and with The Crown he’s
evidently returning to a topic in which
he has a great deal of interest. His scripts
for The Crown are a delight. It seems
next thing to sacrilege to say it, but
he gives us something reminiscent of

ity and complexity; long and mesmer-
izing dialogues; scenes that pause for

a lengthy, imagery-laden speech. The
effect is more stylized than realistic, but
the subject calls for a larger-than-life
presentation.

Season One begins with Princess
Elizabeth’s 1947 wedding to the Duke
of Edinburgh, and covers her acces-
sion after the early death of her father,

life of Elizabeth II. After

- whose dedication to an unexpected and

by Suzannah Rowntree

¢ through the first few years of her reign
- as she matures from a shy and tenta-
© tive newcomer to an able monarch.

But this transformation comes with an
overwhelming personal cost. Like her
immediate predecessors—her father,

unwanted duty hastened his death, and
her uncle, whose abdication forced her
branch of the family to assume that

- duty—Elizabeth finds herself perpetual-

. ly torn between two realities: the Crown

and the individual.
This theme isn’t driven home in a
ham-fisted way, but it’s powerful and

- unmistakable because it’s the unifying
- principle governing the whole series. As

Elizabeth tries to find a balance between
her personal inclinations and her public

- duties, other members of her family

. are making their own choices. Uncle
David (the former Edward VIII) chose

personal inclinations over public duties,
shaking the monarchy to its founda-

- tions and indirectly causing his brother’s
. premature death. Meanwhile Elizabeth’s

free-spirited sister Princess Margaret,
who like her uncle is also in love with
a divorcé, argues that people want the

- Crown to seem human and relatable.
Shakespeare: characters of great ambigu-

But Queen Mary, Elizabeth’s grand-

mother, insists not:

“I have seen three great monarchies
brought down through their failure
to separate personal indulgences from
duty. You must not allow yourself to
make similar mistakes. And while
you mourn your father, you must also

mourn someone else: Elizabeth Mount-
: the coronation committee. The serious

batten. For she has now been replaced
by another person, Elizabeth Regina.

The two Elizabeths will frequently be
in conflict with one another. The fact
is, the Crown must win, must always
win.”

Traditions in Conflict

This conflict between Elizabeth

Mountbatten and Elizabeth Regina is

most painful in the Queen’s relation-
ship with her husband. The Duke of
Edinburgh, as depicted in this series,

- is resentful about having to leave his

working life as a naval officer in Malta
to become little more than a glorified
attendant upon a wife who suddenly

- outranks him.

The situation is made no easier by
the fact that while Philip wants to see
the monarchy modernized (his sugges-
tion to have the coronation televised

. causes a great stir), the nobles and pub-
- lic servants surrounding the Crown look

down on him as a distrusted foreigner of
lower status than their Queen.
Its difficult to believe that the real

- Duke of Edinburgh didnt understand

- what he was letting himself in for when

he married the heir to the throne, re-
gardless of what friction there must have

been when Elizabeth II ascended the
- throne early. But all the same, there’s a

delicate and refreshing irony in Eliza-
beth and Philip’s situation here.
The whole predicament is far too

- complex to fit into the men-oppressing-
: women narrative of feminist history.

Elizabeth, trying to find a meaningful
role for her husband at her side, bucks
protocol by appointing him to chair

¢ mustached men who run the country are
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horrified that their sovereign should let a

- ing under such limitations, how can any !

paltry consideration like the happiness of monarch claim divine right?

her home interfere with court etiquette:
“They’re playing marital games with our
oldest tradition!” one frets.

What struck me about this was the
absence of a patriarchal conspiracy. The
irony is that while he talks of egalitari-
anism and modernizing, Philip is clearly
suffering from the shock of suddenly
no longer being the head of his home,
resisted by the Mustaches when he tries
to find a meaningful role. On the other
hand, the Mustaches want to retain
every encrustation of monarchical tradi-
tion, but in doing so they force Philip
and Elizabeth’s marriage to flip gender
roles, very much against their own will.

Monarchy and Divinity

Why should this be so? As the
series progresses, it becomes startlingly
clear that the divine right of kings is a
concept which—in this version of the
events, at least—is still alive and well.

“Monarchy is God’s sacred mission
to grace and dignify the earth ... You
are answerable to God in your duty,
not the public,” Mary of Teck coun-
sels Elizabeth at one point. Winston
Churchill agrees: “What is the purpose
of the crown? Should it be accountable
to the people, to be audited? Or should
it be above temporal matters?”

For the traditionalists, the Crown is
a quasi-divine institution, and when she
is crowned, Elizabeth attains a quasi-
divine status. “Wrap her up like this,
anoint her with oil, and hey, presto,
what do you have? A goddess,” the
former Edward VIII observes during the
coronation.

This was all fascinating, because
one tends to think of the divine right of
kings as a concept which disappeared
after 1688. The “Glorious Revolu-
tion” definitively put the day-to-day
government of England in the hands of
Parliament, not the monarch. Operat-

The answer is given by Queen

Mary:

“To do nothing is the hardest job of all.
And it will take every ounce of energy
that you have. To be impartial is not
natural, not human. People will always
want you to smile or agree or frown.
And the minute you do, you will have
declared a position, a point of view.
And that is the one thing as sovereign
that you are not entitled to do.”

In the world of 7he Crown, personal

. preference is individualistic and human, !
. and therefore something to be shunned.
- In order to transcend humanity, in order
to fulfill her calling as the living em-

- bodiment of the British Crown, Eliza-

beth must become impartial, inhuman,
divine. When Princess Margaret begs for
permission to marry her divorced lover,
for example, Elizabeth is trapped by her
role. As a sister, she supports the match;
as the monarch and head of the Church
of England, she’s forced to forbid it.
This has all sorts of theological

implications. If in becoming queen,

Elizabeth is elevated to the divine; if in
- embodying divinity she must remain

. ultimately neutral and aloof in the

. political life of the United Kingdom,

then it follows that God Himself must
be viewed as ultimately disconnected
from and neutral in human affairs, and
that the God enshrined in the British
constitution is in fact a deistic god with
little to say about human affairs.

In this view the divine is purely
transcendent, with no immanence. But
Princess Margaret believes differently.
Asked to represent the Crown during

- one of Elizabeth’s absences, she argues

- relatable, someone that people can feel
. they have a personal relationship with.
- The Crown should be incarnational; the
* divine should be brought down to earth. -

A False Dichotomy
An individual can be known in a

- way that a corporation never can be, and
¢ so incarnation can never occur where

E the individual is not valued. This leads

us back to the old question of the one
and the many. Which should be given
priority, the rights of the individual or
the good of the collective? As we know,
the Trinitarian Christian faith solves this
old philosophical quandary because in
the Godhead, both individual and col-
lective are equally ultimate.

Unhappily for its characters, 7he
Crown hasn’t solved this dilemma. Ac-
cording to the series, personal desires
are by definition pitted against public

duties. 7he Crown thus sets up a false
- dichotomy between the one and the

many. As we see, the individualists (like
Princess Margaret) want the Crown

to be personal and incarnational, but
there’s a danger involved. An individual
who treats the Crown as a personal
possession will inevitably use that power
and influence to gain her own desires,
and the Crown will become a political
football rather than a venerable institu-

. tion.

On the other hand, while the tradi-

- tionalists want the Crown to be divine
- and impersonal, the catch is that the
- monarch herself is only human. Eliza-

beth drives herself mercilessly to live up
to the transcendent divinity she’s sup-
posed to embody, but the effort takes
a tremendous personal toll—she gets
facial spasms from the constant smil-
ing and the strain within her marriage
becomes increasingly difficult to hide
from the public.

R. J. Rushdoony often spoke of the

- state’s assumption of divinity in any
. that the monarch ought to be warm and - worldview that falls short of Trinitarian
A - balance. That's what's happening in 7he

Crown, and the result is a compelling

and fascinating study of the unbearable

Continued on page 25

18 Faith for All of Life | January/February 2018

www.chalcedon.edu



FROM THE FOUNDER

Reverence (Leviticus 19:32-37)
(Reprinted from Leviticus [Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, 2005], pp. 245-249).

32. Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour the face of the old man, and fear thy God: I am the LORD.
33. And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall not vex him.
34. But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as one born among you, and thou shalt love him as

thyself; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

35. Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in meteyard, in weight, or in measure.
36. Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin, shall ye have: I am the LORD your God, which brought

you out of the land of Egypt.

37. Therefore shall ye observe all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do them: I am the LORD.

(Leviticus 19:32-37)

iblical law takes

less space than any
modern law book and
yet totally covers life.

It governs not only our
action, but also our
words, thoughts, and attitudes. We are
warned not to put our “trust in princes,
nor in the son of Adam, in whom there
is no help” (Ps. 146:3). When men turn
to God to trust and obey Him, then
God is our help and government, with
far-reaching benefits, as Psalm 146:5-10
makes clear:

5. Happy is he that hath the God of
Jacob for his help, whose hope is in
the LORD his God:

6. Which made heaven, and earth,
the sea, and all that therein is:
which keepeth truth for ever:

7. Which executeth judgment for
the oppressed: Which giveth food
to the hungry. The LORD looseth

the prisoners:

8. The LORD openeth the eyes of
the blind: the LORD raiseth them
that are bowed down: the LORD
loveth the righteous:

9. The LORD preserveth the
strangers: he relieveth the father-
less and widow: but the way of the
wicked he turneth upside down.

10. The LORD shall reign for ever,
even thy God, O Zion, unto all
generations. Praise ye the LORD.

The stranger, the fatherless, the
widow, the oppressed, the hungtry, the
unjustly prisoned (i.e., captives), the
blind, and more, are all the objects of
God’s care and must be cared for by us
also. But this is not all: the aged must

be honored, even as parents are honored

(Exod. 20:12). A generation that will
not honor and respect its forbears will

be despised and condemned by God.

- The command thus is to rise up when
. the aged come into our presence, and

it is reinforced by the notice: “I am the
- LORD.” For children to oppress their
. elders, and women to rule over men (Isa. '
3:5, 12), is a mark of the end of a culture

and its coming judgment. The modern
cult of youth is not Scriptural.
J. R. Porter correctly noted:

Reverence for the aged is not primarily
on humanitarian grounds. It is rooted
in the divine ordering of society and
hence is coupled with the injunction

fear your God.!

Kellogg was right in declaring that

- “reverence for the aged” in the law “close-

ly connects. ..with the fear of God.™
The Biblical goal for us is age with

wisdom and justice, and this is declared

to be “beauty.” Instances of this in Prov-

- erbs are the following:

The hoary head is a crown of glory,
if it be found in the way of righ-
teousness. (16:31)

The glory of young men is their
strength: and the beauty of old
men is the gray head. (20:29)

The Biblical goal is age with wisdom

.~ and justice, or righteousness, whereas

- the modern goal is perpetual youth, with
. hedonistic pursuits and pleasures. It has

© not occurred to modern scholars, be-

- cause of their thorough naturalism, that

. this depreciation of maturity and age

. may be one reason why so many men

become impotent even in their forties.

Calvin noted:

Many old men, indeed, either by

their own levity, or lewdness, or sloth,
subvert their own dignity; yet, although
grey hairs may not always be accom-
panied by courteous wisdom, still, in
itself; age is venerable, according to
God’s command.?
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The Bible records only one case
of open disrespect for age, by Elihu in
Job 32:9, “Great men are not always
wise: neither do the aged understand
judgment.” God rebuked Eliphaz the
Temanite, and his two friends, declar-
ing, “ye have not spoken of me the thing
that is right, as my servant Job hath”
(Job 42:7-8). God totally ignored Elihu.
God “accepted” Job’s three friends, after
they made sacrifices of repentance, and
“the LORD also accepted Job” (Job
42:9-10), but again Elihu is bypassed as
a nothing.*

Until recent years, in more than a
few cultures, all rose up when an older
man or woman entered a room. This is
clearly set forth in the whole of Scrip-

ture, and Paul tells Timothy that a young A

pastor, while having a nominal authority
over older members of the church, must
also exercise deference even when duty
requires some comment:

1. Rebuke not an elder, but intreat
him as a father; and the younger
men as brethren;

2. The elder women as mothers;
the younger as sisters, with all
purity. (1 Timothy 5:1-2)

The placement of this law is not ac-
cidental. In v. 30, the Sabbath rest, and
respect for God’s sanctuary, is required.
God is our Creator, sustainer, and future.
Inv. 31, evil attempts to read the future
outside of God are condemned; the fu-
ture has a causal relationship to our past
and present in terms of God’s law. In v.
32, respect for our past and present, our
elders, is commanded as a manifestation
of our fear of God.

In vv. 33-34, we are told what
the love of our neighbor involves (Lev.
19:18). The law specifies strangers,
aliens, and it refers to their captivity in
Egypt to indicate what a godless treat-
ment of aliens can be. Yet some com-
mentators insist that the application of

- this law “was only to those who wor-

- shipped Israel’s God.” This is not how
. the text reads; only if one reads the Bible
- than a bushel, and the 4in a liquid mea-

with evolution in mind is such a reading
© sure, about 1% to 1% gallons, although

¢ “tenable.” Alleman’s treatment of Gen-

esis gives reasons for regarding his view
as the importation of a modern perspec-
tive into the text. Jamieson was closer to
the meaning here in declaring:

The Israelites were told to hold out
encouragement to strangers to settle
among them, that these might be
brought to the knowledge and wor-
ship of the true God; and with this
view they were enjoined to treat such
persons, not as aliens, but as friends, on
the ground that they themselves, who
were strangers in Egypt, were at first
kindly and hospitably received in that
country.’

It is worthy of note tha, if a culture
is strong, the migrants into its boundar-
ies seek to learn and follow its ways; they
become strong proponents and defend-
ers of it. When the culture weakens,
both aliens and citizens begin to desert
it.

How seriously this law is regarded by

. God appears in Deuteronomy 27:19:

Cursed be he that perverteth the
judgment of the stranger, father-
less, and widow. And all the people
shall say, Amen.

In Matthew 25:40, our Lord says,
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one
of the least of these my brethren, ye have
done it unto me.” As we treat our fellow
believers in need, so we treat Christ. Paul

and the apostolic fellowship declare, in
Hebrews 13:1-2,

1. Let brotherly love continue.

2. Be not forgetful to entertain
strangers: for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares.

The reference here is to Genesis

18, the story of Abraham and the three
. strangers.

In vv. 35-37, justice in commercial

dealings is required. The ephah was the

standard dry measure, somewhat more

some authorities differ. Snaith rightly
noted:

These verses are against false measure-
ments of length, weight, and quantity.
Scales were used not only for weighing
what was sold, but also for weighing
the money paid, the coins, such as they
were, being by no means standardized
or secure from clipping.®

Money was originally weights of gold

and silver, not “coins,” and hence was
honest money.

Porter wisely noted:

Dishonesty in commercial transactions
would be a sign of injustice throughout
the whole of society, generally at the
expense of the poor, so it is often con-
demned in the prophets and elsewhere
in the Old Testament (cf. Ezek. 45:10—
11; Amos 8:5; Deut. 25:13-15).7

Dishonesty in commerce is evidence
of bad character and an absence of godli-
ness. The alternative to such dishonesty

. is not a withdrawal from the world of
- commerce but integrity within it.

Leviticus 19 begins and ends with

the declaration, “I am the LORD.” This
. is the Lord’s Word, and, if we submit to

Him as Lord, we submit to His Word.
We cannot separate the two.

We show our reverence for the triune
God in the way we treat our elders, all
strangers or foreigners, and all men with
whom we have commercial transactions
or monetary dealings. We thereby mani-
fest whether or not we fear God.

Furthermore, as Harrison noted,

5 “Obedience to the divine will is the key
to blessing in life.”®

1. J. R. Porter, Leviticus (Cambridge, Eng-
. land: Cambridge University Press, 1976),

p- 159.
Continued on page 25
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BooKk REVIEW

The Story of Reality by Greg Koukl

(Zondervan/HarperCollins, 2017) Reviewed by Lee Duigon

was thinking about

how to review this
book when I heard the
news of a mass murder
at a Baptist church
in Texas. A highly
disturbed young man, known to be a
rabid atheist, invaded the service and
murdered a number of people, includ-
ing children. As he fled the scene, he
himself was shot to death.

Almost instantly, some public
figures declared their hopes and prayers
were with the victims and their families.
And just as quickly, other public figures,
including several leading Democrat
politicians, responded by sneering at
prayer, calling it futile (htep://www.
truthrevolt.org/news/celebs-gang-
mock-thoughts-and-prayers-after-texas-
church-massacre). I prefer not to repeat
those appalling comments here. They
make me angry.

But they also made me wonder how
to answer them. And the big question in
my mind was this.

Can human beings, by their own
efforts, put a stop to such evils as this?
Can we do anything about it? Can God
Almighty do anything about it? And if

He can—well, what has He done?

There Are Reasons

Have you ever wondered why so

many people seem to ‘get away with
murder,” as some would put it, why

so many terrible crimes and malicious
acts and gratuitous injustices seem to
pass without consequences? Don't you
sometimes feel, deep down inside, a
kind of hunger for those accounts to be
balanced? Don’t you occasionally long

that justice will someday be done? I
think there is something good in all of
us that wants to see the wrongs of the

world righted. (p. 157)

Greg Koukl, president of Stand to
Reason (str.org), has a gift for explaining
theology in language that everyone can
understand. 7%e Story of Reality is not
about prayer; but it is very much about
why there is so much evil in the world,
how it got there, and what God has done
and will do to heal His whole creation.

We take it as a given that we ought
to pray. The Bible is full of prayers—
by Abraham, by David (many of the
Psalms are prayers), by Daniel, Ezra,
and by Jesus Christ our Lord. It is full of
exhortations to pray; and it wouldn’t be,
if prayer were futile. We don’t need an
apologist to tell us that.

“There are reasons for the way
things are,” Koukl writes—which would
include the massacre at the church.
There is a reason why things like that
happen. “[E]vil is not the problem for
Christianity that people think it is be-
cause it is not foreign to the Story. It is
central to it. It fits right in. In a certain
sense, the entire Story is precisely about
how the world went bad and how it gets
fixed” (p. 35).

It must be understood that those
who are sincere in deriding the effi-
cacy of prayer do so because they don’t
believe the Story, and it’s unlikely that
anything but God’s grace will convince
them otherwise. Instead of prayer, they
want more laws passed—in this case,
more restrictions on the ownership of
firearms—new regulations drawn up,
and more forceful measures to insure

compliance. For healing of the hurts of
the world they look not to God, but to
whatever worldly resources they might

command.

They don’t believe in prayer be-
cause they don't believe the Story: “the
story about how the world began, how
the world ends, and everything deeply
important that happens in between” (p.
21). The Story is the Bible. It provides
the reader with a Christian worldview,
which Koukl sums up in four words:
Creation (“where everything came
from”), Fall (how the world went bad),
Redemption (“the way to fix what went
wrong”), and Restoration (“what the
world would look like once the repair
takes place”) (p. 25). If you believe the
Story, and in God’s nature as revealed
by the Story, then prayer is a natural
response that makes perfect sense.
There’s no point in praying if you don't
believe that the Story told by the Bible is
absolutely true.

But this book is for people who are
not so sure: who may have thought of
themselves as Christians, but find their
emotions and their faith shaken by
events. We have all been there at some
point in our lives.

Rushdoony on Prayer

It’s hard to pray, maybe impossible,
if you don’t believe the Story; and if you
wish to know the Story, and understand
it, habitual Bible-reading is indispens-
able. The Bible is God’s Word. It is the
supreme authority. And teachers, com-
mentators, and scholars come in to help
us understand what we read.

R.J. Rushdoony, for instance,
provides a meaty discussion of prayer in
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Vol. 2 of his Systematic Theology,

basic, our talking to God. By this I
mean our one-sentence prayers all day
long, by which we silently but continu-
ally communicate with God. We thank
Him for our night’s rest and the day’s
joys. When we face a difficult situa-
tion, we ask, ‘Lord, give me patience to
cope with this problem.” Then, later, we
thank Him for His guiding hand and
care ... When we are afraid of some-
thing confronting us, we tell God so,
and we ask for courage to cope with the
problem or hurt. But this is only the
beginning.”!

Rushdoony’s chapter on prayer also
reviews what the Bible has to say abour
prayer. I mention it to recommend the
book, because we started this review by
asking about the efficacy of prayer—a
topic not explicitly discussed in Koukl’s
book.

What Koukl does give us is a
concise, readable model of a Christian
worldview, based on the content of the
Bible, that makes prayer to the God of
the Bible a natural response. For prayer,
as Rushdoony explained, is simply the
believer’s conversation with the God
who created him, loves him, and has a
place for him in His house (John 14:2).

“[I]f we walk and talk with God
every hour of every day,” Rushdoony
wrote, “we can't help but grow close to
Him. We breathe easier and talk more
easily and talk more around someone we
love and delight in. Likewise, we pray
more easily and are more alive when we
maintain a continual conversation with
the Lord—talking with Him and walk-
ing with Him all day long.”

Because God Is Good
So why is there evil in the world,
in the first place? Couldn’t God have
created a world without evil? And if He

compelling reasons for allowing evil to

exist? Given the horrific magnitude of
“[MIy concern is the prayer that is most hum.an evil, what could tho.se reasons
- possibly have been? If God is truly all-
- righteous, all-loving, and all-powerful,

- how could He permit this?

God sent His Son, Jesus Christ,
into the world to save it, to take away its
sins. How did Jesus do that? Why, some
two thousand years later, is the world so
full of evil? Was Jesus truly an effective
remedy?

These are the questions Koukl tack-
les in his book, and he finds the answers
where they have always been, in the

- Bible. He does it in under two hundred
. pages, in just five chapters: God; Man;

- Jesus; Cross; and Resurrection. It’s quite
an achievement.

We haven't the space to give you all
these answers, or even one in its entirety.
The questions are not easy questions, so
the answers can't be easy, either. It seems
best to me just to give the reader a taste

from Koukl’s table. On the subject of

human evil, for instance:

Precisely because God is good he made
a creature that could go bad. And there
is no other way around it. No freedom,
no growth in goodness. No growth in
goodness, no growth in happiness...

...Since moral freedom just is the pos-
sibility of doing good and evil, remov-
ing the possibility would remove the
freedom. It would be impossible for
God to create man with genuine moral
liberty without any possibility that man
would use it for ill ... God’s goodness
made possible a world that could have
badness ...” (pp. 92-93) And, “Because
of sin—man’s sin, our sin—the world
is no longer the way it is supposed to
be ... Our world is exactly the kind of
world we'd expect it to be if the Story
were true and not just religious wishful

thinking (p. 95).

Certainly there is more to it than

that—Dbut again, this has only been a
could have, why didnt He? Did He have

taste.

Koukl guides the reader through the

Story. First, the nature and attributes of
- God, as revealed in Scripture, deal-

ing with the world’s arguments against
God’s goodness, His omnipotence, and
© even His existence.

Second, the nature of man as a
creature created by God, in His image,
to share in His goodness and His hap-
piness—but certainly not a god himself:
more than animal, but less than God.
Man’s sin, his abuse of his God-given
freedom, has tainted all Creation—and
how God can repair the damage, yet still
preserve man’s moral freedom.

Third, Jesus, and the reality that He

. was truly God’s Son the Word made
flesh: “You see, Jesus was not crucified
- for what he did. He was crucified for

- who he said he was” (p. 109).

Fourth, the Cross. There is a bill to
be paid for human evil, a punishment
which God’s righteousness requires Him
to exact. But because all of us are sin-
ners, all guilty, the bill is more than we
can pay. The only one big enough, rich
enough, to pay it for us, is God Him-
self—in the person of His Son.

When my father lay dying, he

- grieved for sins hed committed in his

. life and could never put right. But my

- wife took his hand and said, “It’s all

. right, the bill’s been paid—all your bills
- have already been paid. Jesus has paid

them.” And there his grieving stopped,
because he believed the Story.

Fifth, the Resurrection. In the end,
God will judge us all. He will collect
what is owed Him. Those who believe
in Jesus are forgiven debtors. Because
the Son of God has paid their debt and
taken their punishment for them, both
God’s perfect justice and His perfect

. mercy have been served. The way is

. clear for all of Creation to be put back
- the way God has always meant it to
be, free of evil, free of sin, and free of

- death. And this regeneration of it all

Continued on page 26

22 Faith for All of Life | January/February 2018

www.chalcedon.edu



SPECIAL EDITORIAL

The Will of God & Life Direction

A Chalcedon Editorial

Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him,

hristians want to know the will

of God for their lives, and for
the most part, what they’re wanting to
know is in regards to personal direction,
not moral direction. Christians want
to know God’s will regarding business
and career decisions, marriage decisions,
ministry calling, and so on. The moral
direction of God is found in God’s law-
word. The personal direction for one’s
life abides in the secret counsel of the
Most High. But will God reveal it?

We can look upon the life of an-
other and think that they know God’s
will for their lives, and, therefore, they
have a greater purpose than we do. We
may feel that if we do not know God’s
specific will for our calling, vocation,
or some other specific direction—or
we feel we missed opportunities—that
equates to us having no purpose. Rush-
doony disagrees:

Because our lives have failed to develop
as we planned that they should does not
mean that they are without direction

or purpose. As long as we walk in faith,
as members of Jesus Christ, we are part
of a total plan which makes all things
work together for good. And if the Lord
has brought defeat to your plans and
mine, it is only because He has a better
one which must and shall prevail. The
Lord directs, and His leadings are sure

and infallible.!

The Leading of the Lord
When the children of Israel so-

journed in the wilderness, their source

of guidance was two-fold: frst, there was
- informed by God’s law.

the instruction of God’s law by Mo-

If you'd like to know God’s
will for your life, then it

is this: become dominion

minded. Grow in the grace
and knowledge of the Lord.

Meditate upon His law day and

night, and you'll have all the
direction and assurance one

could ever need.

© ses, and second, there was the national

guidance by way of the pillars of cloud
and fire—both of which disappeared
once they crossed the Jordan river into
Canaan.

Once the Israelites were established

in their promised land the work of do-
- minion began. There would no longer

be pillars to guide them, nor would they
receive daily manna or water out of a
rock. The “miracles” ceased, if you will,
and the more glorious work of establish-

ing the city of God was underway.

What would guide them now?

- From where would they receive direc-

tion? The answer is found in the way
they now needed to view themselves.
They were no longer former slaves in
preparation for God’s work. They were
now dominion agents under God, and

. were now expected to make decisions

as rulers under God while being fully

and he shall direct thy paths. ~ Proverbs 3:5-6

Is this not more glorious than be-
ing led by bit and bridle through the
wilderness? Wasn't it better to clear the
land and grow their food than to receive
manna from the sky? Wasn't it better to
dig wells and draw water from the hills
and valleys than to have it come out of a
rock? Isn't it better to live and work un-
der the covenant blessing of God than
to try and get by on miracle provisions?

God’s Will?
Become Dominion Minded

Yet, when modern Christians
struggle with the “will of God” for their
lives it demonstrates that they are stuck
in “wilderness thinking” and are not
yet “dominion minded.” They want the
pillar of fire to lead them rather than
make executive decisions under God
based upon minds and hearts soaked in
His Word.

Therefore, if youd like to know
God’s will for your life, then it is this:
become dominion minded. Grow in
the grace and knowledge of the Lord.
Meditate upon His law day and night,
and you'll have all the direction and as-
surance one could ever need.

What people want is guidance
above that of Scripture, but why would
God cater too much to our curiosity
about His secretive will when we are
forsaking the storehouse of all that we
need to know for life and godliness?
The Scriptures address all areas of life
when we take the time to study and
meditate upon them and draw out the
applications:
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The Bible speaks to our total life. The
Lord makes clear throughout Scripture
what He requires of us. We are plainly
and richly guided. The question is this:
will we obey? Will we be guided??

Discerning God’s
Providential Guidance

Yet, we can learn to discern certain
aspects of God’s providence to aid in our
pursuing a direction or course in life and
calling. This again, however, is not the
same as following a cloud through the
desert. Discerning God’s providential
guidance also requires thought, counsel,
and godly wisdom, which again lends
support to the fact that we are to act as
regents of God.

Let’s use the example of a calling to
ministry. How is that discerned? Will
there be a sign from heaven? Sometimes,
that’s what some are looking for, but one
can waste a great deal of time wondering
about God’s calling and direction when
there is a wiser way. Berkhof is helpful
here:

It is sometimes thought that the inter-
nal calling to an office in the Church
consists in some extraordinary indica-
tion of God to the effect that one is
called—a sort of special revelation. But
this is not correct. It consists rather in
certain ordinary providential indica-
tions given by God, and includes espe-
cially three things: (a) the consciousness
of being impelled to some special task
in the Kingdom of God, by love to God
and His cause; (b) the conviction that
one is at least in a measure intellectually
and spiritually qualified for the office
sought; and (c) the experience that God
is clearly paving the way to the goal.?

This does not preclude the fact that
God can intervene in an extraordinary
way whenever He chooses, but for most
of us, that is not the case. For most of
us, we face a myriad of decisions that
should be addressed along the lines
addressed by Berkhof. It seems this
would quicken the pace of a great deal

of Kingdom work if Christians thought
and acted this way.
Finally, what we don't often real-

. ize is that our own lives are as much an
- aspect of God’s providence as anything

else we see in creation. In this sense, our
own wrestling with our interests, desires,
gifts, abilities, and circumstances—while
joined to a deep trust and reliance upon
God—is just as divine and spiritual as

. manna falling from the sky.

This is not “leaning upon our own

- understanding,” because none of this

works without our devotion to the law
of God. It’s our humanistic understand-
ing which we must forsake, and we

can add to that an understanding that’s

- derived from bad doctrine. To trust in
. the Lord and acknowledge Him in all

our ways is what spiritually empowers
our natural efforts. Remember, the Holy
Spirit abides within us, and the law is
written upon our hearts, so although we
are called to be dominion agents we do

- so in complete trust and reliance upon
- our Lord.

Since 1965, the Chalcedon Foun-
dation has researched, published, and
proclaimed the full-orbed Gospel of
the Kingdom of God emphasizing the
promises and power of our Lord along

- with our clear responsibilties to ap-
- ply our faith and exercise dominion.
- Those who share our vision and values

are those who have helped to keep this
ministry going. Please join them in
supporting Chalcedon today! Visit our
website at Chalcedon.edu/Give. &y

. 1. R.J. Rushdoony, Good Morning, Friends:
- A Collection of Weekly Radio Messages by R.
. Rushdoony (Vallecito, CA: Ross House

- Books, 2017), p. 158.

- 2.R. J. Rushdoony, A Word in Season: Daily
. Messages on the Faith for All of Life, Volume
¢ 7 (Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, 2016), :
p. 134.
. 3. Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology

- (Grand Rapids, MI: WM. B. Eerdmans,
| 1941), p. 587.

M. Rushdoony...Sabbath Rest cont. from pg. 3

specific sin is inactivity, failure to move

i forward in reliance on God’s promise. It
- applies to us because we are also called
. to move forward, to act in terms of what

Christ has done.
Even when that wilderness gen-

eration failed their test, the promise of
God remained for their children. The

. promise was there, but it did them no
- good (Heb. 4:2). God’s promises were
- certain from creation (Heb. 4:3), but

they would not see their realization.
The Sabbath must not be reduced
to its outward observances. It must be
understood in a worldview that recog-
nizes the accomplished work of God.

- W rest in that work; we celebrate it,
- and arise another day refreshed to move

into the Canaans of this world, to

spread the living water from the altar of
Christ’s atonement until the influence of
His Kingdom is a river that no man can
pass over. Because our ultimate rest still

. remains, we rise from our weekly Sab-

- bath rest to seek the Kingdom of God

and His righteousness.

Selbrede... “Failure” cont. from pg. 5

3. Christ’s condemnation of the “It is
Corban!” tactic was triggered by violations

- of the law’s integrity (wholeness). We are
- prone to forget the fundamental meaning of
¢ the word integrity when we speak of moral

integrity, but it parallels the meaning in
other usages, such as the term “structural
integrity.” It connotes wholeness: nothing

is missing, and everything that should be
there actually is there and is in proper order.

. In light of Psalm 119, it is not too great a

- stretch to extend Paul’s famous observa-

¢ tion to also cover the law: all things in the

- law work together for good. But as Christ

- showed, we need to bring a// things in the

- law to bear for its various parts to harmoni-

ously work together for good.
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SPECIAL COLUMN

our new books

(and one older
work) have come to our
attention that would
make worthwhile

additions to your
family’s theological library. These are
not, strictly speaking, polemical works
where the authors take a stand in

the teeth of fierce opposition. Works
forged in the heat of theological
controversy warrant separate review
(such as the one were planning for Dr.
Joel McDurmon’s The Bounds of Love
in an upcoming issue of Faith for All
of Life; his newest book on American
slavery also would warrant separate
consideration). Rather, the following
works take a different, but no less
important, path in setting forth the
importance of “letting all things be
done unto edification.”

95 Theses for a New Reformation
Aaron B. Hebbard (Ph.D. in Lit-
erature, Theology, and the Arts) serves
as the Academic Dean at Community
Christian College. He conceived of a

Christian authors, each one writing

on one or more critical planks that
comprise a fully-orbed faith. The list of
contributors for the resulting anthology
(published in 2017 by Resource Publi-
cations, a Wipf and Stock imprint) is a
veritable Who's Who of serious Chris-
tian thinkers.

The subtitle of Dr. Hebbard’s book
is For the Church on the 500th Anni-
versary of the Reformation. As the title
suggests, the church at large (and not
merely a small splinter group of Chris-

Book Notices
By Martin G. Selbrede

tians) is the work’s intended audience.
While authors friendly to Christian

Reconstruction are numbered among

. the many contributors (e.g., Mark R.
- Rushdoony, Dr. Joseph C. Morecraft

I1I, Dr. Paul Michael Raymond, Dr.
Phillip G. Kayser, Jay Grimstead, Mar-
tin G. Selbrede, etc.), other men with a
broader appeal also contributed chap-
ters of inestimable value (e.g., Dr. John

Frame, the late Dr. R. C. Sproul, Dr.
Joel R. Beeke, Dr. George Grant, Dr. R.
Albert Mohler, John E MacArthur, and

many others).
Dr. Hebbard was called to stand in

the platform, so it is a good thing that

- his contributions maintain the same

- high quality as those of the better-

known mainstream authors. As both
editor and occasional contributor to this
unique project, Dr. Hebbard has done

ing set it on a much stronger footing, to

equip it more completely for engaging
. the future that is rushing toward us.

The book’s 95 theses take up just

project to bring together a host of noted  over 200 pages (compare this with the
- 2014 volume by Grimstead & Cling-

- man, Rebuilding Civilization on the
Bible, which covers 24 issues in nearly

- twice that number of pages). As the

. numbers show, Dr. Hebbard succeeded
- in keeping the chapters short by impos-
. ing the discipline of length restric-

- tions upon the authors, restrictions

. calculated to discourage digression and
. improve focus. We hear a lot of discus-
- sion about “bite size theology,” but this
- volume delivers it without compromis-
- ing on substance.

With so wide a range of authors

- being represented, there is no doubt that

the reader will find much to agree with,
and some things to disagree with. But

- the value of this enterprise is not thereby
- limited, but rather expanded, in that

many reconstructionist ideas receive a

place at the table. That this should be

. the case as we move inexorably into the

next five hundred years of church his-
tory should be beyond dispute.

Katherine von Bora: The Morning
Star of Wittenberg
This book is a true labor of love,

- a testament to what a single family

the gap and fill in any missing planks in can do when it operates in a glorious

harmony of interests. Published in 2017
by Unbroken Faith Productions, it is a

. gorgeous volume that would appeal to

adults as much as to children in telling
the otherwise untold story of the wife of

 Martin Luther.
the church a remarkable service in help-

Printed in color on high-quality
paper, brimming with stunning hand-
drawn images, this beautiful hard cover

- book by Jenna and Shanna Strackbein

(illustrations by Emily and Jenna
Strackbein, with maps and illumination

. by Elisabeth Strackbein) would not be
- out of place on a formal coffee table

as a conversation piece. In fact, that is
precisely what the book should incite:

- conversations with your children about

the memorable protagonist at the heart
of this literal work of art.
The foreword to this book was writ-

ten by John and Marlene Eidsmoe, who

set the tone up front for what might
otherwise have been (quite wrongly!)

. dismissed as a mere children’s book.
- The inclusion of a glossary, timeline,
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and suggestions for further reading

fill out the presentation (for this is

not a lengthy book, but rather highly
concentrated in substance despite the
large easy-to-read font and straightfor-
ward vocabulary). The intention is to
tell this important story in an engaging
way, and to do justice to the drama

of von Bora’s place in the Protestant
Reformation.

In these particulars, and in respect
to the professionalism of its presenta-
tion, this book is a remarkable success.
There is nothing second-rate about it.

An earlier film project by Un-
broken Faith Productions, Anchored,
received a strong, positive review by
Chalcedon’s Lee Duigon in 2016. We
look forward to seeing more future
projects emanating from the Strackbein
family. Pray more families follow their
example in taking every thought cap-
tive to the obedience of Christ in the
work of their hands.

The Catechism of Pierre Viret

Zurich Publishing continues its
ongoing mission of bringing this great
Reformer’s works to the attention of the
English-speaking world. As with earlier

Viret volumes, the translation is by R.

ity and theological depth.

A thin hardback book exhibiting all |

the earmarks of a first-rate catechism in
terms of content, Viret’s easy-to-digest
guide to the essentials of the faith is
marked by his clarity on matters of
Biblical law (among other important
facets of the faith). Here the reader is
brought close to the headwaters of the
Reformation in one of its foremost
representatives, a man dedicated to
reaching people, including the young,
for Christ.

Despite being the work of one of
the earliest Reformers, there is a pro-

found maturity behind every single page
- demonstrated.

of this short tour de force of doctrinal

. basics. This is evident in the moral
compass of the work, which is rooted
50 unapologetically in the law of God.
This work is an excellent antidote to the
- prevailing antinomianism of the day.

We can safely say that those raised
on the strong meat of this catechism (for
it truly is intended to instruct in the es-
sentials of the faith for the new believer)
will fare better than those taught out
of later catechisms where ambiguity
has crept into the handling of the law
of God. With Pierre Viret, you are in
strong, capable hands when it comes to

. delivery of the whole counsel of God.

A Simple Exposition
of the Christian Faith
A more extensive work by Pierre

A Viret, again translated by R. A. Sheats

and published by Zurich Publishing, A
Simple Exposition of the Christian Faith
is (in effect if not by design) a short
systematic theology embracing a full
suite of topics that build one upon the
other. Another model of clarity (thanks
to both Viret and his translator here),
the work would benefit both new babes
in Christ as well as mature men and

- women of faith. Reaching so broad a
- range of readers is no small achieve-

A. Sheats, and exhibits both logical clar- E

- ment, but Viret does so with ease.

Copyrighted in both 2013 and
2017, much of the work (originally
written in 1561) is structured around
one of Viret’s favorite teaching devices:
a dialog between two individuals
(Matthew and Peter in this case). The
reader is immersed into the ongoing
conversation and is brought to see all
the issues at stake as the interlocutor
(Matthew) probes Peter’s replies to
see how sturdy they really are. By this

- mechanism, Viret shows the faith

- in something very much parallel to

. a real-world exchange of ideas. As a
- result, the relevance of the Scripture

and its applicability is thoroughly

How impoverished we'd be had not

- Zurich Publications taken such pains to
- see that these volumes by Viret, written
. in an older French dialect, are available

- for our benefit today. For these are trea-

sures indeed, and worthy of the highest
commendation. Also valuable is a brief
biography of Viret at the outset of this
volume authored by translator Sheats
(who separately authored the major
stand-alone biography on this particular
Reformer, which still appears in Chalce-
don’s catalog).

If you're not already following the

- in-progress serial publication of Pierre
- Viret’s discussions of each of the Ten

- Commandments, you should take

. the steps to acquire those as well. In

.~ conjunction with this volume, and

the Catechism discussed earlier, Viret’s
works provide modern Christians with
a valuable historic context for Dr.
Rushdoony’s work. Pierre Viret was
the rare “proto-Rushdoony” who could
communicate God’s Word to a wide
audience.

For all those who clamor for books
that communicate the gist of recon-

- structionist ideas to the common man,
. there are few volumes on a par with

. those by Viret. As publisher Thomas

- Ert remarked, there is tremendous wis-
- dom in “making Viret your man.” We

heartily concur.

The Emergency of Liberty
in the Modern World

Dr. Douglas F. Kelly’s book, sub-
titled 7he Influence of Calvin on Five
Governments from the 16th through 18th
Centuries, was published by Presbyte-
rian & Reformed Publishing in 1992.
It is the one book mentioned here that

- did not appear in 2017, but a quarter-

- century earlier. In it, Dr. Kelly traces

. historic currents and the political impact
- of Calvinism. It remains an important

- work that, if it’s not already in your

library, ought to be.
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From one point of view, some (but
by no means all) of the ideas expressed
here were foreshadowed by the Chalce-
don book The Great Christian Revolu-
tion, particularly the section written by
Otto J. Scott, which traced the way that
Arminian commitments have a deter-
mining effect on statism (by bolster-
ing it). But Dr. Kelly’s research on this
count is original: he’s not re-inventing
the wheel, he is searching for connec-
tions, and finds them. The implications
of one’s theological commitments to
the political question are laid bare and
exposed for all to see.

Particularly insightful is Dr. Kelly’s
handling of John Knox in relationship

to Mary, Queen of Scots. As the author

explains it, “Knox, as a man under
higher authority, had no alternative
but to argue with Mary Stuart.” And
right there, in that trenchant phrase “as
a man under higher authority,” we see
the issue in its boldest possible con-
trast. Where men and nations concede
they are under higher authority, they
will be moved by that conviction
regardless of the consequences. Where
men and nations reject that author-
ity, they organize into tyrannies (rule
without God).

Dr. Kelly’s grasp of the political im-
plications of theology is wide-ranging,
and he plumbs depths others fail to no-
tice. In an era where the applicability of
the faith to politics is widely questioned,
and in fact is being rejected by seminary
after seminary, it is gratifying to find a
scholar who can put his finger on the
binding ligament between the mind and
hand of man.

Surely those who worship their own
wills have chosen the weakest of gods
as their refuge, while men ruled by the
Most High have altered the shape of
history by serving their true King at any

of an idea that will continue to shape
every empire it penetrates. £

Foreman... “It Never Works!” cont. from pg. 10

. where they all want to migrate to.

Perhaps theonomy’s greatest en-

.~ dorsement is the deadly enmity toward

it exhibited by all collectivist and
authoritarian governments: their secret
police, their armies, and their theoreti-
cians. They can see what we, its ben-
eficiaries, have a hard time seeing: the
theonomic social structures of freedom
from God we utterly take for granted
while we're busy scoffing at the hijack-
ing in Philadelphia.

But theonomy has only just begun

. to have its transformative impact.

We are only 4,500 years into the
project.

We are getting there. We may not
articulate well what it will be, but we do
know that we will be like Him. And this
is not where He intends to stop. “Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven” is a hopelessly
optimistic vision. Dont make an idol
out of where we are right now and scoff
at the Wycliffes of today. You will find
yourself despising the Holy Spirit. &7

. Joseph Foreman, born and raised in Korea
in 1954 of missionary parents, married :
- Anne Clowney of Philadelphia and has eight
- children and fifteen grandchildren. His

| teen years were spent in Montreat, North

Carolina. He attended Gordon College,
Gordon Conwell, and Westminster, and
pastored a mission church after graduation
(and ran a successful janitorial service). With
Randall Terry he founded Operation Rescue
and wrote the book Shattering the Darkness
which laid out the Christian principles
which redefined the attempt to end child
killing in America through ministering
Christ in the hour of their need to the

. children themselves threatened with murder
- who are the largest unreached people group
- in America. Joseph, who taught high school
- at Asheville Christian Academy and Old
cost. This short volume traces the power . Testament at Montreat College, assists

- his wife in running her catering business
* and runs a coffee shop ministering to the

. extreme fringe of the liberal world who once
- fought Operation Rescue at the doors of the
. clinics.

Blumenfeld. .. Education cont. from pg. 14

number of books on education, including
NEA: Trojan Horse in American Education,
How ro Turor, Alpha-Phonics: A Primer for
Beginning Readers, and Homeschooling: A
Parents Guide to Teaching Children.

He spent much of his career investigating
the decline in American literacy, the reasons
for the high rate of learning disabilities

in American children, the reasons behind
the American educational establishment’s

. support for sex and drug education, and

- the school system’s refusal to use either

. intensive phonics in reading instruction and
. memorization in mathematics instruction.

© He lectured extensively in the U.S. and

abroad and was internationally recognized
as an expert in intensive, systematic phonics.
His writings appeared in such diverse
publications as Home School Digest, Reason,
Education Digest, Boston Magazine, Vital
Speeches of the Day, Practical Homeschooling,
Esquire, and many others.

Rowntree... Crown cont. from pg. 16

burden of divinity. In 7he Crown, the

- monarch is half divine, half human, and
- as of the first season, the show gives no

hope that its fictional Elizabeth II will

: find a way to reconcile the two. ¥

When Suzannah Rowntree isnt travelling
the world to help out friends in need, she
lives in a big house in rural Australia with
her parents and siblings. She is currently
working on a very different second draft of
Outremer, Book 1 of which will be published
in late 2018, Lord willing. Visit her online
at suzannahrowntree.site.

Rushdoony... Reverence cont. from pg. 18
2. S. H. Kellogg, The Book of Leviticus

© (Minneapolis, MN: Klock & Klock, 1978
reprint), p. 412.

- 3. John Calvin, Commentaries on the Four
Last Books of Moses, Arranged in the Form
of a Harmony, vol. 111 (Grand Rapids, MI:
\ Eerdmans, 1950), p. 19.
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4. Editor’s note: It often comes as a surprise
to many people to learn that Dr. Rushdoony
had such a dim view of Elihu (here desig-
nated as being a “nothing” and, elsewhere in
his books, as a “nobody”). However, there

is remarkably strong warrant for his view, a
view which can be found in other highly-
esteemed expositions of the Book of Job.
Deeper study will show that Rushdoony’s
perspective on Elihu holds a significant
place in the historic development of our
understanding of the text.

John Franklin Genung (1850-1919) was
chosen to contribute the commentary

on Job for The Expositors Bible, and also
published a stand-alone commentary on
the book as well (7he Epic of the Inner Life:
Being the Book of Job Translated Anew, and
Accompanied with Notes and an Introduc-
tory Study, originally published in 1891 by
Houghton, Mifflin and Company in both
Boston and New York).

In his study, Genung demonstrates why

the question “Who is this that darkeneth
counsel with words without knowledge?” is
actually referring to Elihu and not to Job.
Genung provides a large host of reasons why

this should be so.

First, it was Elihu’s speech that was cut off
abruptly by the approaching storm, forcing
an awkward, premature close to Elihu’s
dissertation. Genung’s analysis of the text is
valuable here.

Second, Elihu made a point of saying he was
full of words and would utter knowledge.
As an examination of an interlinear Hebrew
Bible shows, Genung is correctly in translat-
ing Job 32:17-18 as “I will utter knowledge,
even 1. For I am full of words...” And he is
just getting started at this point.

Third, Genung translates Elihu’s words at
Job. 36:4-5 with equal precision: “For of

a surety my words are no lie; -- It is the
Perfect in knowledge that is with thee.”
Elihu here claims flawless knowledge (as the
interlinear Hebrew points out). “He identi-
fies his thoughts with the mind of God,” as
Genung explains.

Fourth, the rebuke of Job 38:2 points

right back at the “words” (declarations) of
“knowledge” explicitly claimed by Elihu.
His claim to knowledge is shut down

completely by the Lord God. In terms of
© offering any resolution to the issue of Job’s

plight, Elihu had darkened counsel with his

words: words which were actually without

© knowledge despite his strenuous advertising
. to the contrary.

Fifih, this fully explains the third-person
question, “Who is this?” The dismissal of

. Elihu is an abrupt and deflating rebuke,
© and God, who had interrupted the young

man’s speech and ruined the flow of it, now
turns to speak directly to Job in the second-

¢ person: “Gird up #hy loins now, like a strong
" man. And [ will ask #hee; and inform Me

thou.” But Elihu’s speech was “without
knowledge” despite its lofty claim to flawless

¢ knowledge. That God’s rebuke follows im-

mediately after Elihu’s words of knowledge
makes clear that Job’s words weren’t the
subject of censure and rebuke (as he hadn’t

spoken in quite some time): Elihu’s words

precipitated the rebuke. God spared Job

from hearing more dark counsel from Elihu

- by cutting off his pretensions.

¢ Of course, the majority view sees Job as the

target of God’s rebuke at Job 38:2. But Dr.
Rushdoony, leaning on the careful scholar-

- ship conducted by men such as Genung and
© his predecessors, can more fully account for

the many otherwise-missed details in this
passage of Job than the traditional view can.

: While his view seems initially controversial
. (because we rarely hear it in our theologi-

cally superficial age), this is not due to the
idea being untenable but rather that we lack

¢ familiarity with it.

- For these and other reasons, Dr. Rushdoony

held that Elihu was a pretentious and ar-
rogant cipher, as Genung had done in the

¢ previous century.

5. Paul I. Morentz and Herbert C. Alleman,
“The Book of Leviticus,” in Herbert C.

: Alleman and Elmer E. Flack, editors, Old
o Testament Commentary (Philadelphia, PA:

The Muhlenberg Press, 1957), p. 261f.
6. Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and Da-

- vid Brown, A Commentary on the Old and
- New Testaments, vol. 1 (Grand Rapids, MI:

Eerdmans, 1982 reprint), p. 491.
7. N. H. Snaith, Leviticus and Numbers

(London, England: Thomas Nelson and
¢ Sons, 1967), p. 136.

8. Porter, op. cit., p. 159.
© 9. R. K. Harrison, Leviticus: An Introduction

and Commentary (Downers Grove, IL: Inter-

Varsity Press, 1980), p. 203.

Duigon... Story of Reality cont. from pg. 20

was initiated by Christ’s rising from the
dead—the first fruits of them that have

¢ eternal life.

Hope and Faith
We do need to know why there is

- evil in the world, and we need hope,

and faith, that evil will not prevail
forever: that it will indeed be punished,

- ultimately cast out of Creation so that it
: cannot hurt us anymore, and that suf-

fering will be compensated, the damage

repaired, the wounds healed.

“I saw under the altar the souls of
them that were slain for the word
of God, and for the testimony
which they held: and they cried
with a loud voice, saying, How
long, O Lord, holy and true, dost
thou not judge and avenge our
blood on them that dwell in the
earth?” (Revelation 6:9-10)

The Bible meets those needs. It

- answers the questions.

A book like The Story of Reality will

help new Christians, and wondering

- Christians, to find those answers in the
. Bible. Ifll be a good thing to have on

your bookshelf. &7

Lee is the author of the Bell Mountain Series

- of novels and a contributing editor for our

Faith for All of Life magazine. Lee provides
commentary on cultural trends and relevant

- issues to Christians, along with providing
¢ cogent book and media reviews.

1. R. J. Rushdoony, Systematic Theology, Vol.
2 (Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, 1994),

' p. 1199

2. Ibid., p. 1200.
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Chalcedon Catalog

Biblical Law

The Institute of Biblical Law (In three volumes, by R. J. Rushdoony) Volume |
Biblical Law is a plan for dominion under God, whereas its rejection is to
claim dominion on man’s terms. The general principles (commandments)
of the law are discussed as well as their specific applications (case law) in
Scripture. Many consider this to be the author’s most important work.

Hardback, 890 pages, indices, $50.00 —t

ANSTITRTES

Or, buy Vol’s 1 and 2 and receive Vol. 3 FREE!
All 3 for only $77.00 (A huge savings off the $110.00
retail price)

Volume Il, Law and Society

The relationship of Biblical Law to communion and community, the
sociology of the Sabbath, the family and inheritance, and much more are
covered in the second volume. Contains an appendix by Herbert Titus.

Hardback, 752 pages, indices, $35.00

Volume llI, The Intent of the Law

After summarizing the case laws, the author illustrates how the law is for our
good, and makes clear the difference between the sacrificial laws and those
that apply today.

Hardback, 252 pages, indices, $25.00

The Institutes of Biblical Law Vol. 1 (La Institucion de la Ley Biblica, Tomo 1)
Spanish version. Great for reaching the Spanish-speaking community.

Hardback, 912 pages, indices, $40.00

Ten Commandments for Today (DVD)

This 12-part DVD collection contains an in-depth
interview with the late Dr. R. J. Rushdoony on the
application of God’s law to our modern world. Each
commandment is covered in detail as Dr. Rushdoony
challenges the humanistic remedies that have obviously
failed. Only through God’s revealed will, as laid down in
the Bible, can the standard for righteous living be found. Rushdoony silences
the critics of Christianity by outlining the rewards of obedience as well as
the consequences of disobedience to God’s Word. Includes 12 segments: an
introduction, one segment on each commandment, and a conclusion.

2 DVDs, $30.00

Law and Liberty

By R. J. Rushdoony. This work examines various areas of life
from a Biblical perspective. Every area of life must be brought
under the dominion of Christ and the government of God’s

Word.

Law&
Liberty

R.J. Rushdoony

Paperback, 212 pages, $9.00

InYour Justice
By Edward J. Murphy. The implications of God’s law over the
life of man and society.

Booklet, 36 pages, $2.00

& = gy

Faith and Obedience: An Introduction to Biblical Law

R. J. Rushdoony reveals that to be born again means that
where you were once governed by your own word and
spirit, you are now totally governed by God’s Word and
Spirit. This is because every word of God is a binding
word. Our money, our calling, our family, our sexuality,

FAITH A ot

AN INTRODUCTION

{ . TOBIBLICAL LAW

our political life, our economics, our sciences, our art,
and all things else must be subject to God’s Word and
requirements. Taken from the introduction in The Institutes of Biblical Law
(foreword by Mark Rushdoony). Great for sharing with others.

Paperback, 31 pages, index, $3.00
*Buy Pack of 50 “Faith and Obedience” for only $45.00 (Retails $150.00)

Education

The Philosophy of the Christian Curriculum
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian School represents

J s A R S . ]
(URRICULUM  , break wich humanistic education, but, too often, the
Christian educator carries the state’s humanism with him.
A curriculum is not neutral: it’s either a course in
RUSHDOONY humanism or training in a God-centered faith and life.
R R R O

Paperback, 190 pages, index, $16.00

The Harsh Truth about Public Schools

By Bruce Shortt. This book combines a sound Biblical
basis, rigorous research, straightforward, easily read
language, and eminently sound reasoning. It is a
thoroughly documented description of the inescapably

{ SCHU L ST anti-Christian thrust of any governmental school system
' “Wy and the inevitable results: moral relativism (no fixed
standards), academic dumbing down, far-left programs,
near absence of discipline, and the persistent but pitiable rationalizations
offered by government education professionals.

|
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%;
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Paperback, 464 pages, $22.00

Intellectual Schizophrenia

By R. J. Rushdoony. Dr. Rushdoony predicted that the
humanist system, based on anti-Christian premises of

the Enlightenment, could only get worse. He knew that
education divorced from God and from all transcendental
standards would produce the educational disaster and

moral barbarism we have today.

OUSAS JORN RUSHDOONT

Paperback, 150 pages, index, $17.00

The Messianic Character of American Education

By R. J. Rushdoony. From Mann to the present, the state
has used education to socialize the child. The school’s basic
"g purpose, according to its own philosophers, is not education
in the traditional sense of the 3 R’s. Instead, it is to promote
“democracy” and “equality,” not in their legal or civic sense,
but in terms of the engineering of a socialized citizenry. Such

THE
MESSIANIC
CHARACTER

{: £
AMERICAN
EDUCATION

Rousas John Rushdoony
men saw themselves and the school in messianic terms. This

book was instrumental in launching the Christian school and homeschool
movements.

Hardback, 410 pages, index, $20.00
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MATHEMATICS:

1s god silent?

CHRISTIAN SCHOLASHIP
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U
ANDREA SCHWARTZ

Teach Me
While My Heart
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Andrea Schwartz

Mathematics: Is God Silent?

By James Nickel. This book revolutionizes the prevailing
understanding and teaching of math. It will serve as a
solid refutation for the claim, often made in court, that
mathematics is one subject which cannot be taught from a
distinctively Biblical perspective.

Revised and enlarged 2001 edition, Paperback, 408 pages, $24.00

The Foundations of Christian Scholarship

Edited by Gary North. These are essays developing the
implications and meaning of the philosophy of Dr.
Cornelius Van Til for every area of life. The chapters explore
the implications of Biblical faith for a variety of disciplines.

Paperback, 355 pages, indices, $24.00

The Victims of Dick and Jane

By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. America’s most effective critic
of public education shows us how America’s public schools
were remade by educators who used curriculum to create
citizens suitable for their own vision of a utopian socialist
society. This collection of essays will show you how and
why America’s public education declined.

Paperback, 266 pages, index, $22.00

Revolution via Education

By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. Blumenfeld gets to the root of
our crisis: our spiritual state and the need for an explicitly
Christian form of education. Blumenfeld leaves nothing
uncovered. He examines the men, methods, and means to
the socialist project to transform America into an outright
tyranny by scientific controllers.

Paperback, 189 pages, index, $20.00

Lessons Learned From Years of Homeschooling

By Andrea Schwartz. After nearly a quarter century of
homeschooling her children, Andrea experienced both the
accomplishments and challenges that come with being a
homeschooling mom. Discover the potential rewards of
making the world your classroom and God’s Word the
foundation of everything you teach.

Paperback, 107 pages, index, $14.00

The Homeschool Life: Discovering God’s Way

to Family-Based Education

By Andrea Schwartz. This book offers sage advice
concerning key aspects of homeschooling and gives
practical insights for parents as they seek to provide a
Christian education for their children.

Paperback, 143 pages, index, $17.00

Teach Me While My Heart Is Tender: Read Aloud Stories of
Repentance and Forgiveness

Andrea Schwartz compiled three stories drawn from her
family-life experiences to help parents teach children how
the faith applies to every area of life. They confront the
ugly reality of sin, the beauty of godly repentance, and the
necessity of forgiveness. The stories are meant to be read
by parents and children together. The interactions and

discussions that will follow serve to draw families closer together.

Paperback, 61 pages, index, $10.00
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Alpha-Phonics: A Primer for Beginning Readers

By Sam Blumenfeld. Provides parents, teachers and tutors
with a sensible, logical, easy-to-use system for teaching
reading. The Workbook teaches our alphabetic system

- with its 26 letters and 44 sounds - in the following
sequence: First, the alphabet, then the short vowels and
consonants, the consonant digraphs, followed by the
consonant blends, and finally the long vowels in their variety of spellings and
our other vowels. It can also be used as a supplement to any other reading
program being used in the classroom. Its systematic approach to teaching
basic phonetic skills makes it particularly valuable to programs that lack such
instruction.

Workbook
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Spiralbound, 180 pages, $25.00

The Alpha-Phonics Readers accompany the text of Sam
Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics, providing opportunities

for students to read at a level that matches their progress
through the text. These eleven readers move from simple
sentences to paragraphs to stories, ending with poetry.
By the time a student completes this simple program, the
phonetic reflex is well-established. This program has also
been successfully used with functionally illiterate adults.

This set consists of eleven 12-page readers, totaling 132 pages, $22.00

— How to Tutor by Samuel Blumenfeld demystifies primary
SR education! You'll learn that you can teach subjects you

2 already know without requiring specialized academic

training or degrees. Here’s what you'll discover:

READING: In 117 lessons, teach any student to read
virtually any word in a comprehensive phonics program
HANDWRITING: In 73 lessons, train any student to
develop the lost art of cursive handwriting
ARITHMETIC: In 67 lessons, enable any student to master the essential
calculation skills, from simple addition to long division

Paperback, 271 pages, indices, $24.00

American History & the Constitution

This Independent Republic

By R. J. Rushdoony. Important insight into American
history by one who could trace American development
in terms of the Christian ideas which gave it direction.
These essays will greatly alter your understanding of, and
appreciation for, American history.

Paperback, 163 pages, index, $17.00

The Nature of the American System

By R. J. Rushdoony. Originally published in 1965, these
essays were a continuation of the author’s previous work,
This Independent Republic, and examine the interpretations
and concepts which have attempted to remake and rewrite
America’s past and present.

Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

The Influence of Historic Christianity on Early America

By Archie D. Jones. Early America was founded upon the
deep, extensive influence of Christianity inherited from

the medieval period and the Protestant Reformation. That
priceless heritage was not limited to the narrow confines

of the personal life of the individual, nor to ecclesiastical
structure. Christianity positively and predominately (though

Archie P Jonkes
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not perfectly) shaped culture, education, science, literature, legal thought,
legal education, political thought, law, politics, charity, and missions.

Booklet, 88 pages, $6.00

—————
Gililleel Ceftlu
anrd Amserien Wity
By R. J. Rushdoony

Biblical Faith and American History

By R. J. Rushdoony. America was a break with the
neoplatonic view of religion that dominated the medieval
church. The Puritans and other groups saw Scripture as
guidance for every area of life because they viewed its author
as the infallible Sovereign over every area.

Pamplet, 12 pages, $1.00

The United States: A Christian Republic

By R. J. Rushdoony. The author demolishes the modern
myth that the United States was founded by deists or
humanists bent on creating a secular republic.

THE

UNITED
STATES

A CHRISTIAN REPUBLIC

Pamplet, 7 pages, $1.00

The Future of the Conservative Movement

Edited by Andrew Sandlin. 7he Future of the Conservative
Movement explores the history, accomplishments

and decline of the conservative movement, and

lays the foundation for a viable substitute to today’s
compromising, floundering conservatism.

Booklet, 67 pages, $6.00

The Late Great GOP and the Coming Realignment

By Colonel V. Doner. For more than three decades, most
Christian conservatives in the United States have hitched
their political wagon to the plodding elephant of the
Republican Party. This work is a call to arms for those
weary of political vacillation and committed more firmly
than ever to the necessity of a truly Christian social order.

And @
I

Coming
Realignment

Colonel V. Doner:

Booklet, 75 pages, $6.00

American History to 1865 - NOW ON CD!

By R. J. Rushdoony. The most theologically complete
assessment of early American history available—ideal
for students. Rushdoony describes not just the facts

of history, but the leading motives and movements in
terms of the thinking of the day. Set includes 36 audio
CDs, teacher’s guide, student’s guide, plus a bonus CD
featuring PDF copies of each guide for further use.

Disc1 Motives of Discovery & Exploration I

Disc2 Motives of Discovery & Exploration II

Disc3 Mercantilism

Disc4 Feudalism, Monarchy & Colonies/ The Fairfax Resolves 1-8
Disc5 The Fairfax Resolves 9-24

Disc6 The Declaration of Independence & Articles of Confederation
Disc7 George Washington: A Biographical Sketch

Disc8 The U. S. Constitution, I

Disc9 The U. S. Constitution, II

Disc 10 De Toqueville on Inheritance & Society

Disc 11 Voluntary Associations & the Tithe

Disc 12 Eschatology & History

Disc 13 Postmillennialism & the War of Independence
Disc 14 The Tyranny of the Majority

Disc 15 De Toqueville on Race Relations in America
Disc 16 The Federalist Administrations

Disc 17 The Voluntary Church, I

Disc 18 The Voluntary Church, IT

Disc 19 The Jefferson Administration, the Tripolitan War & the War of 1812
Disc20 The Voluntary Church on the Frontier, I

Disc21 Religious Voluntarism & the Voluntary Church on the Frontier, IT

Disc22 The Monroe & Polk Doctrines
Disc 23 Voluntarism & Social Reform
Disc 24 Voluntarism & Politics
Disc25 Chief Justice John Marshall: Problems of Political Voluntarism
Disc 26 Andrew Jackson: His Monetary Policy
Disc 27 The Mexican War of 1846 / Calhoun’s Disquisition
Disc 28 De Toqueville on Democratic Culture
Disc29 De Toqueville on Individualism
Disc 30 Manifest Destiny
Disc 31 The Coming of the Civil War
Disc 32 De Toqueville on the Family/
Aristocratic vs. Individualistic Cultures
Disc 33 De Toqueville on Democracy & Power
Disc 34 The Interpretation of History, I
Disc 35 The Interpretation of History, II
Disc 36 The American Indian (Bonus Disc)
Disc 37 Documents: Teacher/Student Guides, Transcripts

37 discs in album, Set of “American History to 1865, $140.00

The American Indian:

A Standing Indictment of Christianity & Statism in America

By R. J. Rushdoony. America’s first experiment with

socialism practically destroyed the American Indian.

In 1944 young R. J. Rushdoony arrived at the Duck

Valley Indian Reservation in Nevada as a missionary to

the Shoshone and the Paiute Indians. For eight years he
e lived with them, worked with them, ministered to them

and listened to their stories. He came to know them intimately, both as

individuals and as a people. This is his story, and theirs.

Paperback, 139 pages, $18.00

Our Threatened Freedom:

A Christian View of the Menace of American Statism

R. J. Rushdoony reports on a mind-boggling collection of
absurdities by our legislators, bureaucrats, and judges—
from making it against the law for a company to go

out of business, to assigning five full-time undercover
agents to bust a little boy who was selling fishing worms
without a license. Written some thirty years ago as radio

commentaries, Rushdoony’s essays seem even more timely
today as we are witnessing a staggering display of state intrusion into every
area of life.

Paperback, 349 pages, indices, $18.00

World History

A Christian Survey of World History

Includes 12 audio CDs, full text supporting the
lectures, review questions, discussion questions,
and an answer key.
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The purpose of a study of history is to shape the
future. Too much of history teaching centers upon
events, persons, or ideas as facts but does not recognize God’s providential
hand in judging humanistic man in order to build His Kingdom. History is
God-ordained and presents the great battle between the Kingdom of God
and the Kingdom of Man. History is full of purpose—each Kingdom has its
own goal for the end of history, and those goals are in constant conflict. A
Christian Survey of World History can be used as a stand-alone curriculum,
or as a supplement to a study of world history.

Disc1 Time and History: Why History is Important
Disc2 Israel, Egypt, and the Ancient Near East

Disc3 Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece and Jesus Christ
Disc4 The Roman Republic
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Disc5 The Early Church & Byzantium

Disc6 Islam & The Frontier Age

Disc7 New Humanism or Medieval Period

Disc8 The Reformation

Disc9 Wars of Religion — So Called & The Thirty Years War
Disc 10 France: Louis XIV through Napoleon

Disc 11 England: The Puritans through Queen Victoria

Disc 12 20 Century: The Intellectual — Scientific Elite

12 (Ds, full text, review and discussion questions, $90.00

The Biblical Philosophy of History

By R. J. Rushdoony. For the orthodox Christian who
grounds his philosophy of history on the doctrine of
creation, the mainspring of history is God. Time rests
on the foundation of eternity, on the eternal decree of
God. Time and history therefore have meaning because
they were created in terms of God’s perfect and totally
comprehensive plan. The humanist faces a meaningless
world in which he must strive to create and establish meaning.

Paperback, 138 pages, $22.00

James I: The Fool as King

By Otto Scott. In this study, Otto Scott writes about one
of the “holy” fools of humanism who worked against the
faith from within. This is a major historical work and
marvelous reading.

Hardback, 472 pages, $20.00

] Church History

the
“atheism”of the
carly church

The “Atheism” of the Early Church

By R. J. Rushdoony. Early Christians were called
“heretics” and “atheists” when they denied the gods of
Rome, and the divinity of the emperor. These Christians
knew that Jesus Christ, not the state, was their Lord and
that this faith required a different kind of relationship to
the state than the state demanded.

Rousas john
rushdoony

Paperback, 64 pages, $12.00

The Foundations of Social Order: Studies in the Creeds
and Councils of the Early Church
By R. J. Rushdoony. Every social order rests on a creed,

ISOCIAL§
ORD /.R on a concept of life and law, and represents a religion in
action. The basic faith of a society means growth in terms

of that faith. The life of a society is its creed; a dying
creed faces desertion or subversion readily. Because of its
indifference to its creedal basis in Biblical Christianity,
western civilization is today facing death and is in a life and death struggle
with humanism.

Paperback, 197 pages, index, $16.00

RELEVANCE

The Relevance of the Reformed Faith (CD Set) .
f %FOK{‘HI‘ED‘FAITH

The 2007 Chalcedon Foundation Fall Conference

Disc 1: An Intro to Biblical Law - Mark Rushdoony
Disc 2: The Great Commission - Dr. Joe Morecraft
Disc 3 Cromwell Done Right! - Dr. Joe Morecraft
Disc 4: The Power of Applied Calvinism - Martin Selbrede

Disc 5: The Powerlessness of Pietism - Martin Selbrede

Disc 6: Thy Commandment is Exceedingly Broad - Martin Selbrede
Disc 7: Dualistic Spirituality vs. Obedience - Mark Rushdoony

7 (Ds, $56.00
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Philosophy

The Death of Meaning

By R. J. Rushdoony. Modern philosophy has sought

to explain man and his thought process without
acknowledging God, His revelation, or man’s sin.
Philosophers who rebel against God are compelled to
abandon meaning itself, for they possess neither the
tools nor the place to anchor it. The works of darkness
championed by philosophers past and present need to be
exposed and reproved. In this volume, Dr. Rushdoony clearly enunciates
each major philosopher’s position and its implications, identifies the
intellectual and moral consequences of each school of thought, and traces
the dead-end to which each naturally leads.

Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

The Word of Flux:

Modern Man and the Problem of Knowledge

By R. J. Rushdoony. Modern man has a problem with
knowledge. He cannot accept God’s Word about the world
or anything else, so anything which points to God must
be called into question. This book will lead the reader to
understand that this problem of knowledge underlies the
isolation and self-torment of modern man. Can you know
anything if you reject God and His revelation? This book takes the reader
into the heart of modern man’s intellectual dilemma.

Paperback, 127 pages, indices, $19.00

To Be As God: A Study of Modern Thought

Since the Marquis De Sade

By R. J. Rushdoony. This monumental work is a series

of essays on the influential thinkers and ideas in modern
times such as Marquis De Sade, Shelley, Byron, Marx,
Whitman, and Nietzsche. Reading this book will help you
understand the need to avoid the syncretistic blending of
humanistic philosophy with the Christian faith.

ishdoony,

Paperback, 230 pages, indices, $21.00

By What Standard?

By R. J. Rushdoony. An introduction into the problems
of Christian philosophy. It focuses on the philosophical
system of Dr. Cornelius Van Til, which in turn is founded
upon the presuppositions of an infallible revelation in

the Bible and the necessity of Christian theology for all
philosophy. This is Rushdoony’s foundational work on
philosophy.

BY WHAT
STANDARD?

Hardback, 212 pages, index, $14.00

Van Til & The Limits of Reason

By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian must see faith in God’s
revelation as opening up understanding, as thinking God’s
thoughts after Him, and rationalism as a restriction of
thought to the narrow confines of human understanding.
Reason is a gift of God, but we must not make more of

it than it is. The first three essays of this volume were
published in a small booklet in 1960 as a tribute to the
thought of Dr. Cornelius Van Til, titled Van Til. The last four essays were
written some time later and are published here for the first time.

Paperback, 84 pages, index, $10.00
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The One and the Many:
Studies in the Philosophy of Order and Ultimacy
By R. J. Rushdoony. This work discusses the problem

of understanding unity vs. particularity, oneness vs.

THE ONE
AND THE MANY

individuality. “Whether recognized or not, every argument
and every theological, philosophical, political, or any other

exposition is based on a presupposition about man, God,
and society—about reality. This presupposition rules and
determines the conclusion; the effect is the result of a cause. And one such
basic presupposition is with reference to the one and the many.” The author
finds the answer in the Biblical doctrine of the Trinity.

Paperback, 375 pages, index, $26.00

6
HONANITY

The Flight from Humanity:

A Study of the Effect of Neoplatonism on Christianity

By R. J. Rushdoony. Neoplatonism presents man’s
dilemma as a metaphysical one, whereas Scripture presents
it as a moral problem. Basing Christianity on this false
Neoplatonic idea will always shift the faith from the
Biblical perspective. The ascetic quest sought to take
refuge from sins of the flesh but failed to address the
reality of sins of the heart and mind. In the name of humility, the ascetics
manifested arrogance and pride. This pagan idea of spirituality entered the

——
R.J. RUSHDOONY

church and is the basis of some chronic problems in Western civilization.

Paperback, 84 pages, $13.00

Psychology

POLITICS

GUILT,
2 Politics of Guilt and Pity
By R. J. Rushdoony. From the foreword by Steve Schlissel:
“Rushdoony sounds the clarion call of liberty for all who
remain oppressed by Christian leaders who wrongfully
lord it over the souls of God’s righteous ones.... I pray that
the entire book will not only instruct you in the method and content of a
Biblical worldview, but actually bring you further into the glorious freedom
of the children of God. Those who walk in wisdom’s ways become immune
to the politics of guilt and pity.”

Hardback, 371 pages, index, $20.00

Revolt Against Maturity
By. R. J. Rushdoony. The Biblical doctrine of psychology is

a branch of theology dealing with man as a fallen creature

\S

marked by a revolt against maturity. Man was created

<& a mature being with a responsibility to dominion and
P‘:?R\)\{\W cannot be understood from the Freudian child, nor the
™ Darwinian standpoint of a long biological history. Man’s

history is a short one filled with responsibility to God. Man’s
psychological problems are therefore a resistance to responsibility, i.e. a revolt
against maturity.

Hardback, 334 pages, index, $18.00

Freud

By R. J. Rushdoony. For years this compact examination
of Freud has been out of print. And although both Freud
and Rushdoony have passed on, their ideas are still very
much in collision. Freud declared war upon guilt and
sought to eradicate the primary source of Western guilt
— Christianity. Rushdoony shows conclusively the error
i of Freud’s thought and the disastrous consequences of his
influence in society.

R.J. RUSHDOONY

Paperback, 74 pages, $13.00

The Cure of Souls:

Recovering the Biblical Doctrine of Confession

By R. J. Rushdoony. In The Cure of Souls: Recovering
the Biblical Doctrine of Confession, R. J. Rushdoony cuts

through the misuse of Romanism and modern psychology

ROUSAS JOHN
RUSHDOONY

to restore the doctrine of confession to a Biblical
foundation—one that is covenantal and Calvinistic.
Without a true restoration of Biblical confession, the
Christian’s walk is impeded by the remains of sin. This volume is an effort in
reversing this trend.

Hardback, 320 pages with index, $26.00

Science

THE
MYTHOLOGY
OF SCIENCE

The Mythology of Science

By R. J. Rushdoony. This book is about the religious
nature of evolutionary thought and how these religious
presuppositions underlie our modern intellectual paradigm.
The “mythology” of modern science is its religious
devotion to the myth of evolution.

ROUS/
USHDOONY

Paperback, 134 pages, $17.00

Alive: An Enquiry into the Origin and Meaning of Life

' By Dr. Magnus Verbrugge, M.D. This study is of major

importance as a critique of scientific theory, evolution,

and contemporary nihilism in scientific thought. Dr.

Verbrugge, son-in-law of the late Dr. H. Dooyeweerd and

head of the Dooyeweerd Foundation, applies the insights

= S"’a“ of Dooyeweerd’s thinking to the realm of science. Animism
and humanism in scientific theory are brilliantly discussed.

Paperback, 159 pages, $14.00

Creation According to the Scriptures
Edited by P. Andrew Sandlin. Subtitled: A Presuppositional
° Defense of Literal Six-Day Creation, this symposium by
g“m'ow o thirteen authors is a direct frontal assault on all waffling
views of Biblical creation. It explodes the “Framework
Hypothesis,” so dear to the hearts of many respectability-
hungry Calvinists, and it throws down the gauntlet to all
who believe they can maintain a consistent view of Biblical
infallibility while abandoning literal, six-day creation.

ACCORDING

Paperback, 159 pages, $18.00

Economics

Making Sense of Your Dollars: A Biblical Approach to Wealth
By Ian Hodge. The author puts the creation and use

of wealth in their Biblical context. Debt has put the
economies of nations and individuals in dangerous straits.

This book discusses why a business is the best investment,
as well as the issues of debt avoidance and insurance.

Paperback, 192 pages, index, $12.00

Larceny in the Heart: The Economics of Satan and the
Inflationary State

By R.J. Rushdoony. First published under the title Roots of’
Inflation, the reader sees why envy often causes the most
successful and advanced members of society to be deemed
criminals. The author uncovers the larceny in the heart of
man and its results.

Paperback, 144 pages, indices, $18.00
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Biblical Studies

Genesis, Volume | of Commentaries on the Pentateuch

By R. J. Rushdoony. In recent years, it has become
commonplace for both humanists and churchmen to
sneer at anyone who takes Genesis 1-11 as historical.

Yet to believe in the myth of evolution is to accept
trillions of miracles to account for our cosmos. Spontaneous generation,
the development of something out of nothing, and the blind belief in the
miraculous powers of chance, require tremendous faith. Theology without
literal six-day creationism becomes alien to the God of Scripture because it
turns from the God Who acts and Whose Word is the creative word and the
word of power, to a belief in process as god.

Rousas John Rushoony

Hardback, 297 pages, indices, $45.00

Exodus, Volume Il of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. Essentially, all of mankind is on
some sort of an exodus. However, the path of fallen man

e

\ E )‘(O DUS 8 vastly different from that of the righteous. Apart from
Jesus Christ and His atoning work, the exodus of a fallen
humanity means only a further descent from sin into

s 000t death. But in Christ, the exodus is now a glorious ascent

N | aoushs

into the justice and dominion of the everlasting Kingdom
of God. Therefore, if we are to better understand the gracious provisions
made for us in the “promised land” of the New Covenant, a thorough
examination into the historic path of Israel as described in the book of
Exodus is essential. It is to this end that this volume was written.

Hardback, 554 pages, indices, $45.00

Sermons on Exodus - 128 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 (Ds), $60.00
Save by getting the book and 2 (Ds together for only $105.00

Leviticus, Volume lll of Commentaries on the Pentateuch

By R. J. Rushdoony. Much like the book of Proverbs, any
emphasis upon the practical applications of God’s law is
readily shunned in pursuit of more “spiritual” studies.
Books like Leviticus are considered dull, overbearing, and
irrelevant. But man was created in God’s image and is
duty-bound to develop the implications of that image by
obedience to God’s law. The book of Leviticus contains
over ninety references to the word holy. The purpose, therefore, of this third
book of the Pentateuch is to demonstrate the legal foundation of holiness in
the totality of our lives.

ROUSAS JOHN-RUSHDOONY

Hardback, 449 pages, indices, $45.00

Sermons on Leviticus - 79 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (1 (D), $40.00
Save by getting the book and (D together for only $85.00

Numbers, Volume IV of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Lord desires a people who will
embrace their responsibilities. The history of Israel in
the wilderness is a sad narrative of a people with hearts
hardened by complaint and rebellion to God’s ordained
authorities. They were slaves, not an army. They would

recognize the tyranny of Pharaoh but disregard the servant-
leadership of Moses. God would judge the generation He
led out of captivity, while training a new generation to conquer Canaan. The
book of Numbers reveals God’s dealings with both generations.

ROUSAS JOHN RUSHDOONY

Hardback, index, 428 pages $45.00

Sermons on Numbers - 66 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (1 (D), $40.00
Save by getting the book and (D together for only $85.00

Deuteronomy, Volume V

of Commentaries on the Pentateuch

If you desire to understand the core of Rushdoony’s
thinking, this commentary on Deuteronomy is one volume

DEUTERONOMY

you must read. The covenantal structure of this last

book of Moses, its detailed listing of both blessings and
curses, and its strong presentation of godly theocracy
provided Rushdoony with a solid foundation from which
to summarize the central tenets of a truly Biblical worldview—one that is
solidly established upon Biblical Law, and can shape the future.

ROUSAS JOHN RUSHDOONY

Hardback, index, 512 pages $45.00

Sermons on Deuteronomy - 110 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 (Ds), $60.00
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $105.00

Now you can purchase the complete
set of five hardback volumes of the
Pentateuch for $150.00
($75 savings!)

Pentateuch (D Set (4

Commentary (D Sets)

By R. J. Rushdoony. Rushdoony’s four CD
Commentaries on the Pentateuch (Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) in one set.

$120... That’s 6 total MP3 (Ds containing
383 sermons for $80 in savings!

Chariots of Prophetic Fire: Studies in Elijah and Elisha

By R. J. Rushdoony. As in the days of Elijah and Elisha,

it is once again said to be a virtue to tolerate evil and

5 condemn those who do not. This book will challenge you
HU\*]:HELL\HA o rffsist compromise and the temPtation of e’xpedien'cy.

| Tt It will help you take a stand by faith for God’s truth in a

: RL%HDOON\ culture of falsechoods.
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Hardback, 163 pages, indices, $30.00

The Gospel of John

By R. J. Rushdoony. Nothing more clearly reveals the
gospel than Christ’s atoning death and His resurrection.
They tell us that Jesus Christ has destroyed the power
of sin and death. John therefore deliberately limits the
number of miracles he reports in order to point to and
concentrate on our Lord’s death and resurrection. The

Jesus of history is He who made atonement for us, died,
and was resurrected. His life cannot be understood apart from this, nor can
we know His history in any other light.

Hardback, 320 pages, indices, $26.00

Romans and Galatians

By R. J. Rushdoony. From the author’s introduction:

“I do not disagree with the liberating power of the
Reformation interpretation, but I believe that it provides
simply the beginning of our understanding of Romans,
not its conclusion.... The great problem in the church’s
interpretation of Scripture has been its ecclesiastical
orientation, as though God speaks only to the church, and
commands only the church.”

ROMANS &
GALATIANS

Hardback, 446 pages, indices, $24.00
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Hebrews, James and Jude

By R. J. Rushdoony. The Book of Hebrews is a
summons to serve Christ the Redeemer-King fully and
faithfully, without compromise. When James, in his
epistle, says that faith without works is dead, he tells
us that faith is not a mere matter of words, but it is of
necessity a matter of life. “Pure religion and undefiled”
requires Christian charity and action. Anything short
of this is a self-delusion. Jude similarly recalls us to Jesus Christ’s apostolic
commission, “Remember ye the words which have been spoken before by
the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 17). Jude’s letter reminds us of
the necessity for a new creation beginning with us, and of the inescapable

triumph of the Kingdom of God.
Hardback, 260 pages, $30.00
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Sermon on the Mount
By R. J. Rushdoony. So much has been written about the
Sermon on the Mount, but so little of the commentaries
venture outside of the matters of the heart. The Beatitudes
are reduced to the assumed meaning of their more popular
portions, and much of that meaning limits our concerns
to downplaying wealth, praying in secret, suppressing

- our worries, or simply reciting the Lord’s Prayer. The
Beatitudes are the Kingdom commission to the new Israel of God, and
R. J. Rushdoony elucidates this powerful thesis in a readable and engaging

R.J. RUSHDOC

commentary on the world’s greatest sermon.

Hardback, 150 pages, $20.00
Sermon on the Mount CD Set (12 CDs), $96.00
Sermon on the Mount Book & CD Set (12 CDs), $99.00

Sermons in Obadiah & Jonah

By R. J. Rushdoony. In his study of Obadiah, Rushdoony
| condemns the “spiritual Edomites” of our day who believe
evildoers have the power to frustrate the progress of the
Kingdom of God. In Jonah, he demonstrates that we play
the part of Jonah when we second-guess God, complain
about the work He gives us, or are peevish when outcomes

are not to our liking.

Paperback, 84 pages, indices, $9.00

Taking Dominion
szl‘l J‘];I’llll /'7

AND THE STATE(

Christianity and the State

By R. J. Rushdoony. This book develops the Biblical view
of the state against the modern state’s humanism and

its attempts to govern all spheres of life. It reads like a
collection of essays on the Christian view of the state and
the return of true Christian government.

Hardback, 192 pages, indices, $18.00

Tithing and Dominion

By Edward A. Powell and R. J. Rushdoony. God’s
Kingdom covers all things in its scope, and its immediate
ministry includes, according to Scripture, the ministry

of grace (the church), instruction (the Christian and
homeschool), help to the needy (the diaconate), and many
other things. God’s appointed means for financing His
Kingdom activities is centrally the tithe. This work affirms
that the Biblical requirement of tithing is a continuing aspect of God’s law-
word and cannot be neglected.

Hardback, 146 pages, index, $12.00

A Comprehensive Faith

Edited by Andrew Sandlin. The Festschrift presented to

R. J. Rushdoony on his 80th birthday featuring essays
from Theodore Letis, Brian Abshire, Steve Schlissel, Joe
Morecraft III, Jean-Marc Berthoud, Byron Snapp, Samuel
Blumenfeld, Christine and Thomas Schirrmacher, Herbert
W. Titus, Ellsworth McIntyre, Howard Phillips, Ian
Hodge, and many more. Also included is a foreword by
John Frame and a brief biographical sketch by Mark Rushdoony.

COMPREHENSIVE

FAITH

Hardback, 244 pages, $23.00

Noble Savages: Exposing the Worldview of Pornographers
and Their War Against Christian Civilization

By R. J. Rushdoony. Rushdoony demonstrates that in
order for modern man to justify his perversion he must
reject the Biblical doctrine of the fall of man. If there is no
fall, the Marquis de Sade argued, then all that man does

is normative. What is the problem? It’s the philosophy
behind pornography — the rejection of the fall of man
that makes normative all that man does. Learn it all in this timeless classic.

R.J. RUSHDOONY

Paperback, 161 pages, $18.00

In His Service: The Christian Calling to Charity

By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian faith once meant that
a believer responded to a dark world by actively working
to bring God’s grace and mercy to others, both by word

1 and by deed. However, a modern, self-centered church has
isolated the faith to a pietism that relinquishes charitable
responsibility to the state. In this book, Rushdoony
elucidates the Christian’s calling to charity and its
implications for Godly dominion.

Hardback, 232 pages, $23.00

A House for God: Building a Kingdom-Driven Family
Christian parents are called to establish Kingdom-driven
families. To aid in this calling, Christian author and
education expert, Andrea Schwartz has carefully put
together this collection of essays entitled A House for God:
Building a Kingdom-Driven Family.

A HOUSE FOR

‘II I A
BUILDING A

KINGDOM-DRIVEN
FAMILY

ANDREA SCHWARTZ
Atort The e tee oy

Paperback, 120 pages, $14.00

Salvation and Godly Rule

By R. J. Rushdoony. Salvation in Scripture includes in its
meaning “health” and “victory.” By limiting the meaning
of salvation, men have limited the power of God and the
meaning of the Gospel. In this study R. J. Rushdoony
demonstrates the expanse of the doctrine of salvation as it
relates to the rule of the God and His people.

Paperback, 661 pages, indices, $35.00

A Conquering Faith: Doctrinal Foundations for Christian
Reformation

By William Einwechter. This monograph takes on

the doctrinal defection of today’s church by providing
Christians with an introductory treatment of six vital areas
of Christian doctrine: God’s sovereignty, Christ’s Lordship,
God’s law, the authority of Scripture, the dominion
mandate, and the victory of Chirist in history.

Paperback, 44 pages, $8.00
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AWord in Season: Daily Messages on the Faith for All of Life (7 Volumes)

By R. J. Rushdoony. In these pages, you won't find the overly introspective
musings of a Christian pietist; what you'll discover are the hard-hitting
convictions of a man whose sole commitment was faithfulness to God’s law-
word and representing that binding Word to his readers.

Get all 7 volumes as a set for only $84.00

Vol. 1, Paperback, 152 pages, $12.00 - Vol. 2, Paperback, 144 pages, $12.00
Vol. 3, Paperback, 134 pages, $12.00 - Vol. 4, Paperback, 146 pages, $12.00
Vol. 5, Paperback, 176 pages, $12.00 - Vol. 6, Paperback, 149 pages, $12.00
Vol. 7, Paperback, 138 pages, $12.00

An Informed Faith: The Position Papers of R. J. Rushdoony
This beautiful three-volume collection of hardback
books topically organizes ALL of Rushdoony’s position
papers (not only the 115 originally published in Roots
of Reconstruction, but also 118 later essays, including
six recently discovered unpublished papers), AND it
features the most extensive indexing we've ever done
featuring a general index, history index, Scripture

index, and works cited index.

Hardback, three volumes, 1125 pages, indices, $75.00

SYSTEMATIC
THEOLOGY

Theology
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The Guiise\
of Every Graceless
Heart

E Systematic Theology (in two volumes)

By R. J. Rushdoony. Theology belongs in the
pulpit, the school, the workplace, the family and
everywhere. Without a systematic application of
theology, too often people approach the Bible
with a smorgasbord mentality, picking and

choosing that which pleases them.

Hardback, 1301 pages, indices, $70.00
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The Necessity for Systematic Theology

By R. J. Rushdoony. Scripture gives us as its underlying
unity a unified doctrine of God and His order. Theology
must be systematic to be true to the God of Scripture.
Booklet now part of the author’s Systematic Theology.

Booklet, 74 pages, $2.00

Infallibility and Interpretation

By R. J. Rushdoony & P. Andrew Sandlin. The authors
argue for infallibility from a distinctly presuppositional
perspective. The question of Biblical infallibility rests
ultimately in one’s belief about the character of God.

Paperback, 100 pages, $6.00

Infallibility: An Inescapable Concept

By R. J. Rushdoony. Infallibility is an inescapable
concept. If men refuse to ascribe infallibility to
Scripture, it is because the concept has been transferred
to something else. Booklet now part of the author’s
Systematic Theology.

Booklet, 69 pages, $2.00
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Predestination in Light of the Cross

By John B. King, Jr. The author defends the
predestination of Martin Luther while providing a
compellingly systematic theological understanding of
predestination. This book will give the reader a fuller
understanding of the sovereignty of God.

Paperback, 314 pages, $24.00

Sovereignty

By R. J. Rushdoony. The doctrine of sovereignty is a crucial
one. By focusing on the implications of God’s sovereignty
over all things, in conjunction with the law-word of God,
the Christian will be better equipped to engage each and
every area of life.

Hardback, 519 pages, $40.00

The Church Is Israel Now

By Charles D. Provan. For the last century, Christians have
been told that God has an unconditional love for persons
racially descended from Abraham. Membership in Israel is
said to be a matter of race, not faith. This book repudiates
such a racialist viewpoint.

Paperback, 74 pages, $12.00

The Guise of Every Graceless Heart

By Terrill Irwin Elniff. An extremely important and fresh
study of Puritan thought in early America. On Biblical
and theological grounds, Puritan preachers and writers
challenged the autonomy of man, though not always
consistently.

Hardback, 120 pages, $7.00

The Great Christian Revolution

By Otto Scott, Mark R. Rushdoony, R. J. Rushdoony, John
Lofton, and Martin Selbrede. A major work on the impact
of Reformed thinking on our civilization. Some of the
studies, historical and theological, break new ground and
provide perspectives previously unknown or neglected.

Hardback, 327 pages, $22.00

Keeping Our Sacred Trust

Edited by Andrew Sandlin. This book is a trumpet blast
heralding a full-orbed, Biblical, orthodox Christianity. The
hope of the modern world is not a passive compromise with
passing heterodox fads, but aggressive devotion to the time-
honored Faith “once delivered to the saints.”

Paperback, 167 pages, $19.00

The Incredible Scofield and His Book

By Joseph M. Canfield. This powerful and fully
documented study exposes the questionable background
and faulty theology of the man responsible for the popular
Scofield Reference Bible, which did much to promote the
dispensational system.

Paperback, 394 pages, $24.00

Pierre Viret: The Angel of the Reformation

This publication marks the five-hundredth anniversary

of the birth of Pierre Viret with the first full biography

in English of this remarkable and oft-overlooked early
Reformer. R. A. Sheats pens the fascinating history

and life of this important early light of the Protestant
Reformation who, after neatly five centuries of relative
obscurity, is now enjoying a renewed interest in his history
and scholarship. The republication comes at its proper
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time, inspiring future generations to continue the work of advancing Christ’s

Kingdom throughout the world.
Hardback, 323 pages, $30.00

Culture

Toward a Christian Marriage

Edited by Elizabeth Fellerson. The law of God makes
clear how important and how central marriage is. Our
Lord stresses the fact that marriage is our normal calling.
This book consists of essays on the importance of a proper

Christian perspective on marriage.

Hardback, 43 pages, $8.00

Back Again Mr. Begbie:

The Life Story of Rev. Lt. Col. R.J.G. Begbie OBE

This biography is more than a story of the three careers
of one remarkable man. It is a chronicle of a son of

old Christendom as a leader of Christian revival in the
twentieth century. Personal history shows the greater
story of what the Holy Spirit can and does do in the
evangelization of the world.

Paperback, 357 pages, $24.00

Woman of the House: A Mother’s Role

in Building a Christian Culture

In true Titus 2 fashion, Andrea Schwartz challenges

women to reexamine several fundamental aspects of

motherhood in light of Scripture. Beginning with a

W AN consideration of God’s character and concluding with an
{HOUSE
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invigorating charge to faithfulness, Andrea connects the

dots between God'’s reality and a mother’s duty.

Paperback, 103 pages, $14.00

Family Matters: Read Aloud Stories
of Responsibility and Self-Discipline

Unless children are taught self-discipline early, they move

FAMILY MATTERS

into their adult years without a sense of personal, familial,
or societal responsibility. The stories are meant to be

read by parents and children together and serve as useful
conversation starters to educate boys and gitls so they can
be effective citizens in the Kingdom of God.

Paperback, 48 pages, $10.00

The Biblical Trustee Family:

Understanding God's Purpose for Your Household

By Andrea Schwartz. God’s basic institution is the family,
and the Biblical family lives and operates in terms of a
calling greater than itself - the Kingdom of God. In an age
when the family is disparaged, warred against, and treated

The Biblical
Trustee Family
e o

as a mere convention, it becomes the duty of Christians to
bring God’s plan for the family to listening ears.

Andrea Schwartz

Paperback, 109 pages, $16.00

Empowered: Developing Strong Women for Kingdom Service
By Andrea Schwartz. Strong women are integral to
building a godly culture. In these essays, Andrea Schwartz
explores how Christ’s absolute authority, the protection of
the trustee family, the justice of God’s law in abuse cases,
and the careful study of Scripture liberates and empowers
the Christian woman to take her vital place in the cause of
Christ’s Great Commission.

Paperback, 154 pages, $17.00

The Luxury of Words: Poems by R. J. Rushdoony

By R. J. Rushdoony. This collection of poems reveal much
more about the man who dedicated his life to the premise
that God speaks to all areas of life and thought. These 112
poems span over six decades, dating as far back at the mid-
1930s and culminating in the years before his death. This
poetry reveals Rush’s concerns and fears, his outlook on
life, and the joy he experienced in serving Christ.

WORDY
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Paperback, 136 pages, $10.00

Faith & Wellness: Resisting the State Control of Healthcare
by Restoring the Priestly Calling of Doctors

Statist regulations. Quackery. Addiction. These are the
modern symptoms of a disease that has infected Western
medicine for thousands of years: the disease of humanism.
In a series of thirteen “Medical Reports,” R. J. Rushdoony
traced the Christian and pagan roots of Western medicine
in history, and demonstrated how humanist thought has
produced vicious fruit in both modern medical practices and in the expecta-
tions of patients.

| 'R.J. RUSHDOONY
in— wie e |

Paperback, 100 pages, $13.00

Good Morning Friends:

A Collection of Weekly Radio Messages by R. J. Rushdoony
From 1953 to 1956, Rushdoony gave weekly radio talks at
Santa Cruz, California station KSCO that reveal a perfect
blend of strong theology with poignant pastoral counsel.
These insightful, concise messages are so well done they
can be used for individual and group discipleship at any
level.

Paperback, 177 pages, $12.00

Eschatology

Thy Kingdom Come: Studies in Daniel and Revelation

By R. J. Rushdoony. Revelation’s details are often
perplexing, even baffling, and yet its main meaning is
clear—it is a book about victory. It tells us that our faith

can only result in victory. This victory is celebrated in
Daniel and elsewhere, in the entire Bible. These eschatological texts make
clear that the essential good news of the entire Bible is victory, total victory.

Paperback, 271 pages, $19.00

Thine is the Kingdom: A Study of the Postmillennial Hope
False eschatological speculation is destroying the church
today, by leading her to neglect her Christian calling. In
this volume, edited by Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., the reader
is presented with a blend of Biblical exegesis, theological
reflection, and practical application for faithful Christian
living. Chapters include contemporary writers Keith A.
Mathison, William O. Einwechter, Jeffrey Ventrella, and
Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., as well as chapters by giants of the
faith Benjamin B. Warfield and J.A. Alexander.

Paperback, 260 pages, $22.00

God’s Plan for Victory

By R. J. Rushdoony. The founder of the Christian
Reconstruction movement set forth in potent, cogent
terms the older Puritan vision of the irrepressible
advancement of Christ’s kingdom by His faithful saints
employing the entire law-Word of God as the program for
earthly victory.

Booklet, 41 pages, $6.00
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Fiction (Storehouse Press)
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SAVE by
purchasing
the entire
nine volume
set for only
$154.00

Bell Mountain (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 1)

By Lee Duigon. The world is going to end ... as soon as Jack and Ellayne
ring the bell on top of Bell Mountain. No one has ever climbed the
mountain, and no one has ever seen the bell. But the children have a divine
calling to carry out the mission, and it sweeps them into high adventure.
Paperback, 288 pages, $14.00

The Cellar Beneath the Cellar (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 2)

By Lee Duigon. A world’s future lies buried in its distant past. Barbarian
armies swarm across the mountains. A boy and a girl must find the holy
writings that have been concealed for 2,000 years; and the man who was sent
to kill them must now protect them at all costs.

Paperback, 288 pages, $16.00

The Thunder King (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 3)

By Lee Duigon. The Thunder King’s vast army encamps against the city, but
treason brews inside the city walls. The tiny army of the Lord is on the march
in bold obedience to a divine command; but the boy king, Ryons, marches
all alone across an empty land. The Lost Books of Scripture have been found.
Paperback, 288 pages, $16.00

The Last Banquet (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 4)

By Lee Duigon. In the wake of a barbarian invasion, chaos sweeps across
Obann. The boy king and his faithful chiefs try to restore order before the
Heathen come again - not knowing that this time, the Thunder King himself
will lead his armies.

Paperback, 338 pages, $18.00

The Fugitive Prince (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 5)

By Lee Duigon. The powers wielded by the men of ancient times destroyed
all their cities in a single day. Will those powers now be turned against
Obann? There is a new Thunder King in the East, and new threats against
the West.

Paperback, 370 pages, $18.00

The Palace (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 6)

By Lee Duigon. In the sixth installment of the Bell Mountain Series, God’s
judgment hangs over the great city of Obann; but in the endless maze of
halls and corridors and offices inside the Palace, power-hungry men enter
into secret dealings with Obann’s archenemy, the Thunder King.
Paperback, 321 pages, $18.00

The Glass Bridge (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 7)

By Lee Duigon. Can faith do what pride and power can't? In obedience to
God, the boy king, Ryons, with only half his tiny army, crosses the mountains
to invade the Thunder King’s domains.

Paperback, 308 pages, $18.00
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The Temple (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 8)

King Ryons has led his tiny army into the heart of the Thunder King’s
dominion. Ahead lies the impregnable fortress of the enemy, defended by
the destructive powers of the ancient world. His enemies work to abolish his
kingdom and restore the defeated Oligarchy.

Paperback, 284 pages, $18.00

The Throne (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 9)

By Lee Duigon. Nothing in the city of Obann is what it seems to be: evil
masquerades as good, while good must hide behind a semblance of evil. The
king’s chief spy must pose as the usurper’s trusted adviser—but will he be able

to find the help he needs to mount a successful resistance?.
Paperback, 270 pages, $18.00

Hidden In Plain Sight (Bubble Head Series, Vol. 1)

By M. G. Selbrede. Young physicist Jenna Wilkes has
done the impossible—and the whole scientific world

is shaking on its pillars. Could it be that conventional
science has misunderstood the very fabric of the
universe? Could there be infinitely more to it than
anyone has ever guessed? Could science’s whole concept
of reality be ... unreal?

Paperback, 334 pages, $15.00

HIDDEN
PRhATN

The Journal of Christian Reconstruction

Vol. 2, No. 1, Symposium on Christian Economics $6.50

Vol. 2, No. 2, Symposium on Biblical Law $6.50

Vol. 5, No. 1, Symposium on Politics $6.50

Vol. 5, No. 2, Symposium on Puritanism and Law $6.50

Vol. 7, No. 1, Symposium on Inflation $6.50

Vol. 10, No. 1, Symposium on the Media and the Arts $6.50

Vol. 10, No. 2, Symposium on Christianity and Business $6.50

Vol. 11, No. 1, Symposium on the Reformation in the Arts and Media $6.50
Vol. 11, No. 2, Symposium on the Education of the Core Group $6.50

Vol. 12, No. 1, Symposium on the Constitution and Political Theology $6.50
Vol. 12, No. 2, Symposium on the Biblical Text and Literature $6.50

Vol. 13, No. 1, Symposium on Change in the Social Order $6.50

Vol. 13, No. 2, Symposium on Decline & Fall of the West/Return of Christendom $6.50
Vol. 14, No. 1, Symposium on Reconstruction in the Church and State $6.50
Vol. 14, No. 2, Symposium on the Reformation $6.500

Vol. XV, Symposium on Eschatology $6.50

Vol. XVI, The 25th Anniversary Issue $9.50

Journal of Christian Reconstruction Set $100.00

Special CD Message Series by Rushdoony

A History of Modern Philosophy The United States Constitution

8 (Ds) $64.00 (4 CDs) $32.00
Epistemology: The Christian Economics, Money & Hope
Philosophy of Knowledge (3 (Ds) $24.00
(10CDs) $80.00 Postmillennialism in America
Apologetics (2 CDs-2 lectures per disc) $20.00
(3 (Ds)$24.00 A Critique of Modern Education
The Crown Rights of Christ the King (4 CDs) $32.00
(6Ds) $45.00 English History

(5 CDs) $40.00
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AND DOCTRINE MEET

INTRODUCING: GOOD MORNING. FRIENDS:
A COLLECTION OF WEEKLY RADIO MESSAGES
BY R.J. RUSHDOONY, VOLUME 1

®rom 1953 to 1956, Reverend R. J. Rushdoony
gave weekly radio talks at Santa Cruz, California
8 station KSCO that reveal a perfect blend of
strong theology with poignant pastoral counsel. In
fact, these insightful, concise messages are so well
done they could be used for both individual and
group discipleship at any level. They are a storehouse
of wisdom, inspiration, strong doctrine, exhortation,
and comfort for the Christian life.

Spanning subjects from the Reformed faith to
the Trinity, life, suftering, prayer, the Bible, church,
wisdom, and much more, you'll hear Rushdoony in a
way you may not have heard him before. You'll sense
he’s speaking directly to you in pastoral fashion, and
you'll enjoy every chapter.

SAVE 38% THRU JAN. 31. 20
STARTING FEB. 1. 20818. SAVE 15% ON ORDERS OF S56/MORE.

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY AT CHALCEDONSTORE.COM OR USE THE ENCLOSED ORDER FORM

his book is more than a
devotional. It’s a great way to
ground yourself in the central
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Poetry from Ross House Books... The Lt
of Words: Poems of Rousas John Rushdoony

30% Off Thru Jan. 31, 2018 « Starting Feb. 1, 2018, 15% Off Orders of $50/More.
Use the attached order form to order or visit ChalcedonStore.com

Rousas John Rushdoony is primarily known
as a theologian, scholar, and author.
However, Dr. Rushdoony (Rush to his friends)
also wrote the occasional poem - often
personal and transparent. Although these

were not written for publication, they have
been put into book form to celebrate the soth
Anniversary of the Chalcedon Foundation

in 2018.

This collection reveals much more about the
man who dedicated his life to the premise that
God speaks to all areas of life and thought.
These 112 poems span over six decades, dating
as far back at the mid-1930s and culminating
in the years before his death. This poetry
reveals Rush’s concerns and fears, his outlook
on life, and the joy he experienced in serving
his Lord and Savior.

May these poems now be a blessing to you

Paperback, 136 pages *10°! Ordering is Easy!
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