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FROM THE EDITOR

Christian Mis-construction

Despite thousands of pages proving

the contrary, critics of Christian
Reconstruction persist in misinterpret-
ing the goals of Biblical dominion. For
them, “political takeover” is the one
and only item on the Reconstructionist
To-Deo list.

This confusion regarding the goals
of ministries like Chalcedon is unfortu-
nately amplified by the national polar-
izing America has experienced since the

year 2000. Programs like the faith-based |

initiatives and the massive evangelical
support for certain federal judges spells

t-h-e-0-c-r-a-c-y to the mainstream secu-

larist. Maureen Dowd of the New York
Times began her March 24™ op-ed piece
with this shrill: “Oh, my God, we really
are in a theocracy.”!
Perceptive readers will note her
contradictory use of “Oh, my God”
in a sentence addressing theocracy. Is
she calling on God to stop His kingly
rule, or is she simply violating the third
commandment (Ex. 20:7)? No matter.
In her mind a theocracy is defined as
political rule by a religious elite. I guess
she’s never read Rushdoony:
Few things are more commonly misun-
derstood than the nature and meaning
of theocracy. It is commonly assumed
to be a dictatorial rule by self-appointed
men who claim to rule for God. In
reality, theocracy in Biblical law is the

closest thing to a radical libertarianism
that can be had.?

A theocracy, Rushdoony argues, “is
not a government by the state.” This
is the core misunderstanding; since
secularists themselves are statists, they
presume Biblical dominionism is a take-
over of the state.

Reconstructionism’s critics often
cite a portion of a sentence from David

Christopher J.Ortiz

. Chilton’s Paradise Restored, “Our goal is
world dominion under Christ’s lord- A
ship, a ‘world takeover’ if you will.” This

snippet sends chills up the spine of the

secularist who fears Chilton’s desire is

- presently fulfilled by the political aggres-
- sion of the Religious Right. But a brief

look at the “context” reveals an entirel
y
different meaning. Chilton begins:

Paul does not begin his work of
reconstruction by fomenting a social
revolution. Nor does he begin by seek-
ing political office. He begins with the
Church, and will move out to bring

the rest of the world under Christ’s
dominion “once the Church’s obedience
is complete.” The center of Christian
reconstruction is the Church. The River
of Life does not flow out from the doors
of the chambers of Congresses and Par-

liaments. .. Our goal is world dominion : | !
- ing such statist control, the church has

- sold her birthright for a lobbyist’s pot-

under Christ’s lordship, a “world take-
over” if you will; but our strategy begins
with the reformation and reconstruction

of the Church.*

Reconstruction does not begin with

. the state — its starts with God’s people.

Maureen Dowd can rest assured that
America is far from a theocracy. But
a real threat to a free society does still

- exist. And the painful truth is that the
- church 4 playing a significant role in

propping up that threat.
In Rushdoony’s Christianity and the

: State, the chapter entitled “The Theol-

- ogy of Fascism” argues that, “a social or-

der is a reflection of the life of a people
and their faith.” Rushdoony demon-
strates that with national socialism — a

. form of syncretism — two opposing
- faiths are blended in an unholy alliance.

Men were practical atheists while prac-
ticing churchmen. They defended the
free market while seeking socialistic sub-
sidies. They championed freedom while

asking for a benevolent slavery. They
wanted socialism with freedom, religion
without the responsibilities of faith, and
private property with all the imagined
benefits of socialism. The meaning of
such a desire is fascism. (p. 55)

Christian leaders seem satisfied to

have the state accept their moral issues

while never questioning the state’s
evolving totalitarianism. This is an un-

- holy syncretism. The prophetic church
- should declare that all authority in

heaven and earth is given to Christ, not
the state (Mt. 28:17).
Having an evangelical in the White

- House is not necessarily a victory. Since
- September of 2001, personal freedom

has declined, deficits are at record levels,
federal authority has increased, and the
nation faces perpetual war. By support-

tage. We, as the church, cannot be silent
regarding statism: we are to be prophets,

. not lobbyists!

A fascist state does not “confront”

the religious sector of society. It prefers

to absorb it. The Religious Right must
be careful about its friendship with

. the state. The state will not bow to the
- church. It is not a theocracy, therefore,

that looms on the horizon — it is totali-
tarianism. And the church is propping
it up. m

. 1. Maureen Dowd, “DeLay, Deny, and

Demagogue,” www.nytimes.com, March 24,
2005.

2. R. J. Rushdoony, The Roots of Reconstruc-

- tion (Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books,
- 1991), 63.

3. Ibid., 68.

4. David Chilton, Paradise Restored: A
Biblical Theology of Dominion (Tyler, TX:

i Dominion Press, 1985), 214.
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Making Foolish the
Wisdom of the Wise.

Arm yourself with a powerful and understandable critique of modern

philosophy with this powerful book by R. J. Rushdoony.

In this volume, Dr. Rushdoony clearly
enunciates each major philosopher’s
position and its implications, identifies the
intellectual and moral consequences of each
school of thought, and traces the dead-end
to which each naturally leads. Rushdoony
demonstrates that man-made substitutes for
the Stone are themselves futile, for anything
not planted by God the Father shall be
rooted up (Matt. 15:13). There is only one
foundation. Without Christ, meaning and
morality are anchored to worthless chaff, and
a counsel of despair obrtains.

The Death of Meaning
By Rousas John Rushdoony

he ultimate destiny of the Stone

the builders rejected is glorious and
well-known: God overrules the builders
and establishes His Son as the head of the
corner. Whatever became of the edifice the
builders constructed without that Stone?

For centuries on end, humanistic
philosophers have produced endless books
and treatises which attempt to explain
reality without God or the mediatory work
of His Son, Jesus Christ. Modern
philosophy has sought to explain
man and his thought process without
acknowledging God, His Revelation,
or man’s sin. God holds all such efforts
in derision and subjects their authors and adherents to
futility. Philosophers who rebel against God are compelled to
abandon meaning itself, for they possess neither the tools nor
the place to anchor it. The works of darkness championed
by philosophers past and present need to be exposed and
reproved. Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

This penetrating yet brief volume
provides clear guidance, even for laymen
unfamiliar with philosophy. Rushdoony

effectively prosecutes anew the indictment of
Jeremiah 2:13: “For my people have committed two evils:
they have forsaken Me the fountain of living waters, and
hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no
water.” Rushdoony proves that humanism’s vaunted Stoneless
architecture is merely another broken cistern in disguise.

N Here’s Some ofWhat You’ll Discover in Tbe Deat/] ofMeaning O

* Descartes and Modern Philosophy: * From Artisan to Artist: Art in the * Godly Rule
The Birth of Subjectivism Modern Culture e Power and Law

* Berkeley to Kant: The Collapse of * The Impact of Philosophy on * The Collapse of Humanistic Power
the Outer World Religion: The Principle of Modernity o Power from Below

* Hegel to Marx to Dewey: * The Implications of Modern e The Conflict of Interests
The Creation of a New World Philosophy: The Will to Fiction « On the Normality of Crime

* Existentialism: The New God Creates ~ * From God to Nothingness » The State as a Social Organization
His Own Nature * Power and Meaning « The Family

* Sade to Genet: The New Morality e The Death of Man

Purchase by using the order form on page 48 or visit us online at www.chalcedonstore.com



FROM THE FOUNDER

Conflict with the State

(Reprinted from The Roots of Reconstruction [Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, 1991], 1-5).

n recent years, under the influences of !

humanism on the one hand and pi-
etism on the other, the church has with-
drawn from many of its historic and
basic functions. As the church begins to
revive and resume its required ministry,
the result is conflict with the humanistic
state. It is important therefore to exam-
ine some of the historic and necessary
duties of the Christian church.

The church can be understood

in part by the Biblical words used to
describe it in the Bible. The basic word
in the New Testament Greek is ecclesia,
assembly, or congregation, which in
the Old Testament was gabal and edah.
The church is also described in James
2:2 as a synagoge, or synagogue. In the
Old Testament, the government of the
synagogue was by elders or presbyters;
this office continues in the Christian
synagogue, with the same basic require-
ments for the office (1 Tim. 3:1-13,
etc.) as required by the synagogue. The
Old Testament pattern was so care-
fully preserved by the church that the
English word priest is an abridgment of
presbyter, and the College of Cardinals
for centuries was a lay council of 70
(Num. 11:16), like the Sanhedrin, with
the pope, like the Jewish high priest as
the 71%. Jesus created a ruling-serving
body of 70 also, a kind of diaconate,
(Mt. 10:1, 17) as the “Sanhedrin” of the
church, which called itself “the Israel of
God” (Gal. 6:16).

The Levitical Ministry
The Old Testament clergy was
divided into two classes, priests and
Levites. The work of the priests was

hieratic, sacrifice and offerings being its

¢ essential function. For Christians, this

. aspect of the Old Testament ministry

- ended with Christ. Even those commu-
. nions who call their clergy priests do so

- with a difference, so that the Old Testa-

. ment priesthood is seen as finished. The

function of the Levitical ministry was
instruction (Dt. 33:10). As a result, edu-
cation was basic to the life of the syna-
gogue and the Levitical ministry. The
well-known Hebrew proverb declares

. that a man who did not teach his son
the Torah (i.e., the Old Testament) and
- a trade taught him to be a thief. Hence,

Israel was unique in antiquity because of
its well-nigh universal education as the
ministry of the synagogue.

Josephus declared that the origin
of Hebrew schools was with Moses (Jo-

: sephus, Antiquities of the Jews, 4.8.12).
- In Against Apion (2025), Josephus said
- of Moses, “He commanded to instruct

the children in the elements of knowl-
edge, to teach them to walk according
to the laws, and to know the deeds of
their fathers. The latter, that they might
imitate them; the former, that grow-

. ing up with the laws, they might not
- transgress them, nor have the excuse of
- ignorance.” While most scholars would

be skeptical of a Mosaic origin for the
schools, it is clear that Deuteronomy is
largely concerned with instruction, of

both adults and children.

The influence of this standard was

. great. Hillel held, “an ignorant man

(i.e., one ignorant of the Torah) cannot
- be truly pious.... The more teaching of
- the Law, the more life: the more school,

© the more wisdom; the more counsel,
the more reasonable action” (Sayings of
the Fathers, 2:5; 2:7). This educational

- standard, noted Barclay, “has left its
mark deeply upon the world, because

. in the last analysis it aims to educate the
child in order to fit him to be a servant

- of God; it is an education of children

for God.” (William Barclay, 77ain Up a
Child, Educational Ideas in the Ancient
World [1959], 48.)

The early church, the medieval
church, the Reformation church, and
the contemporary fundamentalist and
orthodox churches, seek to continue
the ancient mandate of education. The
church is, as E. Schweizer, in Church
Order in the New Testament (7b, 92),

- pointed out, “the realm of dominion
- in which the risen Lord continues to
work.” (Cited in Colin Brown, editor,
. The New International Dictionary of
. New Testament Theology, vol. 1 1967,

1975], 300.)

The early church came into conflict
with Rome, which sought to license,
regulate, control, and tax all religions,
because the church refused to submit
to controls. Its resistance was based on
the lordship or sovereignty of Christ:
Christ's domain cannot be under the
dominion of Caesar. Caesar is under
Christ the creator and lord, not Christ
under Caesar. The church thus engaged

in several unlicensed activities:

1. It held meetings which were

- instructional and worship meetings,
- without permits.

2. It collected abandoned babies

* (as part of its opposition to abortion),
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gave them to various church families,
reared and instructed them; orphanages
were maintained also.

3. Because of the Levitical nature
of the church, z.e., a center of instruc-
tion, libraries and schools began to be
built very early. Later, Cathedral schools
developed, and universities.

The People of the Book

The doctrine of academic freedom
is a relic of the day when the academy
was a part of the church and its func-
tions, and hence entitled to the immu-
nities thereof. How seriously this aspect
was seen as basic to the church’s life is
apparent from the fact that, as soon as
churches were built (not possible for
the first two centuries), libraries (and
schools) were a part of them. Joseph
Bingham, in The Antiquities of the Chris-
tian Church (1850), wrote, “there were
such places anciently adjoining to many
churches, from the time that churches
began to be erected among Christians”
(Bk. VIII, ch. VII, sect. 12). Bingham
cited some of the ancient references to
these schools and libraries: Euseb. 6. 6,
¢.20; Hieron [Jerome] Catalog Sireptor.
Eccles. ¢'TS; Gesta Purgat, ad calcem Op-
tati, p. 267; Augustine, de Haeres. c.80;
Basil, £p. 82.t.3., p.152; Hospinian, de.
Templis, 1ib. 3, ¢.7., p. 101, etc. Bing-
ham referred also to a canon attributed
to the Sixth Ecumenical Council, in
Constantinople, 680-681 A.D., which
required that presbyters in country
towns and villages maintain schools for
all children. He added, summing up all
the evidences, “we may conclude, that
schools were anciently very common ap-
pendants both of cathedral and country
churches” (Bk. VIII, ch. VII, sect. 12).
Fault can only be found in Bingham’s
statement on the ground that they were
not “appendants” but a basic aspect of
the life of the church, whether separate
from the church or within it. Bingham’s
high-church tendencies led him to stress

the liturgical rather than educational
life of the church. Many critical scholars
would deny that schools existed at so
early a date; too often their premise is to
assume a rootless church, z.e., a church
without the fact of the synagogue and

. the Levite in the background as its
origin, and in the present as a rival and
reminder. Moreover, it must not be for-

- gotten that Christianity is the religion of
- the book, the Bible. Literacy and educa-
. tion were thus natural concomitants to
conversion. But this is not all. Being the
. religion of the Book meant that transla-
tions were made into various tongues,

and, to make the translation readable,
education was stressed. In Armenia,
an alphabet was created for the Bible
translation, and a new culture developed
as a result of the new learning in that
new alphabet of the Bible. Granted that
invasions, wars, the backwardness of
many of the newly converted peoples (as
in northern Europe) made the develop-
ment of schools and learning at times
a slow process, but it is clear that (1)
Christianity saw education or instruc-
tion as basic to its life and a necessary
function of the church, and (2) educa-
tion in the Western world is a unique
development in history and a child of
the church.

Moreover, we must remember
that, in the early church, the service
was Levitical or instructional. At the
conclusion of the instruction (or ser-

- mon), there were questions designed to
. enable the hearers to clarify misunder-

. stood or difficult points. Since not all

- who attended were believers, but were

- sometimes visitors or the unbelieving

- husband or wife of a believer, questions
could be at times contentious. Women
were forbidden to engage in this debat-
- ing or in challenging the pastor or

. teacher. Paul says:

Let your women keep silence in the

¢ churches: Jfor it is not permitted unto them to

speak; but they are commanded to be under
obedience, as also saith the law. And if they
will learn any thing, let them ask their hus-
bands at home: for it is a shame for women to

speak in the church. (1 Cor. 14:34-35)

The point is that the church itself in

. the New Testament was more a school
. than a temple. The Reformation, and

later the Puritans, restored this instruc-
tional emphasis to church meetings.
This historic emphasis is again com-
ing to the forefront. At a few morning
services in the U. S., the question and
answer format has been revived; it is
more common at evening services. Even

- more, churches are establishing, whether

as parochial or separate bodies, schools
as basic to the life of the church. These
are often grade and high schools, Bible
colleges, in two or more cases in 1978,
seminaries, and so on. These are not
seen as innovations nor as activities alien
to the church but as central to it. When-
ever and wherever there is or has been a
deepening of the Old Testament foun-
dations of the Christian faith, together
with a revived emphasis on the lordship
or sovereignty of Jesus Christ, there has
been a corresponding and necessary
development of the Levitical nature of
the ministry. Education then becomes
essential to the ministry. The warning of
Jeremiah 10:2, “Thus saith the LORD,
Learn not the way of the heathen,” is
taken seriously.

Another factor is also stressed.

Baptism, depending on the church com-
. munion, involves an explicit or implicit

vow that the baptized, under penalty of
curse, is the property of Jesus Christ. He
and his children must be instructed in
the word of the Lord. It was once com-
monplace to require all baptized Chris-
tians to place their children in church
schools. That mandate is again return-
ing, because of the faith that a child
who is the property of Christ by virtue

of his baptism, or the parent’s baptism,

continued on page 32
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Christianity in the Public Arena

hristians are often

told, in not-too-
friendly terms, to keep
matters of personal faith
out of the public arena.
What such statements
constitute, however, is an attempt to
censor certain beliefs so that other be-

liefs may monopolize the public forum.

All men operate in terms of belief
or faith. They hold to some concept of
good and bad and hold some source of
this ethic as ultimate. Restricting one
belief from public policy is always an
attempt to protect another.

Prior to the Enlightenment, the
West saw life in terms of a God-centered
ethic. Church and state struggled over
which best expressed the furthering of
the Kingdom of God and both proved
they could be hypocritical and self-serv-
ing, but the moral appeal was always to
Christianity.

The Enlightenment brought ancient
man-centered humanism back to the
table. Since the Enlightenment, appeals
to God have been replaced with vari-
ous non-ecclesiastical (but certainly still
religious) ideas of ultimacy. Darwinism’s
naturalism accelerated this trend. God
was dropped even as a “necessary first
cause.” This of course left no source
for a transcendent truth, and modern
man has largely given up searching for
one. Without an over-arching ethic,
only force binds society together. Law is
only statist and legislative; it is what the
government says it is.

Christendom’s transcendent view of
truth and morality saw God as hav-
ing total authority. All human power
was derived from God’s. The fact that

church and state struggled over their

Mark R.Rushdoony

. respective spheres with no small amount
- of self-interest should not blind us to
- the fact that both saw the necessity of a

Biblical model for every area of life.

Natural Law vs. Supernatural Law
In the Middle Ages, the church

claimed ultimacy. When the state re-

sponded with its own claim of ultimacy,

- it was still in terms of a perception of

. God-given duty — the divine right

of kings. After the Enlightenment the
state’s claims to ultimacy continued,

- but increasingly without theological
- justification. The theory of natural

law was a philosophical reasoning that
circumvented the need for a recourse to

5 God and His supernatural law. Natu-
© ral law was to be discovered, defined,

and debated by man; his relationship
to supernatural law had been one of

- recognition, deference, and submission.

- Christianity, splintered by the Reforma-

tion into multiple independent churches
and later under the sway of a dualistic

. Pietism, lost its voice. It became a source
- of “spiritual” comfort. Any revival of

Christianity that resurrects the claim
of God over all of life is perceived as a

. threat to the humanistic state’s hegemo-
- ny: “Who do you Christians think you

. . . »
are, imposing your beliefs. ..
The modern state’s position that it

. dictate, or at least confine, the church to
: alimited role, was borrowed from antig-

uity. In the ancient world, religion and
state were united. The rulers were either

. gods, in the process of becoming gods,
- or priest-kings who united heaven and

earth. This unification of religion and
state meant rebellion of any kind was at

- once both heresy and treason.

The Western Christian tradition

. became the progressive limitation of
- government power. Feudalism was a
- structure that aimed at preventing the

concentration of power in the hands of
a centralized government. Protestant-
ism, particularly in the Puritanism of

¢ England and America, was less affected
- by the emerging Pietism, and continued

to increase individual liberty by limit-
ing governmental powers. The “divine
right” was seen in God, not the church
or state.

The medieval church-state issue

. is no longer a valid description of our

modern conflict. Because of the mul-
tiplicity of churches, the issue is now
a Christianity-state issue. Most in the

- Protestant tradition have tended to
. apply the medieval idea of an official
- church policy enforced by the state.

Thus, even the state often went beyond
enforcing a Christian ethic; it also penal-
ized Christian dissenters. Such religious

: coercion led to religious conflict at the
- political level, and even to war.

The alternative was the Baptist sepa-
ratist position, which abandoned the
state, and which dominated in America

. after Puritanism’s influence waned.
- This led, progressively, to the secular-
. ized, humanistic state. Today we see

the logical progression of secularism to
the persecution of Christians and their
exclusion from public debate and the

- infringement of their right to the free
: exercise of religion.

Finding a Biblical Balance
Too close an association of belief
with the state can lead to coercion, and

- yet the conscious separation of the two
- leads to the triumph of what ultimately
¢ becomes an anti-Christian secular-
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Power today does not lie in politics or governments,
but in God'’s people of faith.

here is a marked resemblance between

our time and that of Elijah and Elisha.
Theirs was a time of judgment; ours is as
well.But there is a deeper resemblance.
Their day was an age of syncretism, of radical
compromise between the
worship of the Lord and
Baal worship.The two had
been blended together to
make one religion, so that a
refusal to see the necessity
for uncompromising religion
marked Israel.

Israel rarely denied
the Lord or professed open
apostasy.Rather, it pursued a
course of religious syncretism,
using the name of the Lord but
absorbing with their religion
whatever other faith was
expedient for them.Thus, they
were not open pagans, but pagans ~ who
practiced their unbelief under cover of the
Lord’s name.

Syncretism is again our problem.
Numerous forces, powers, and persons are
accorded sovereignty over man.Today, Baal-
worship is again prevalent in the name of
the Lord. Humanistic statism is easily and
readily submitted to by churchmen: children
are placed in humanistic state schools, given

: into the hands of the enemies of God, and
people are only indignant if you condemn this
practice.The major concern of most church

: members is not the Lord’s battles, nor the
urgency to make a stand against compromise,

but,“"How can | best
enjoy life?”

The similarity does not end
there.Elijah and Elisha’s day
was one of prosperity, a false
prosperity that was largely
the product of inflation. Our
age, too, has been marked
by an inflationary prosperity,
and the loosening of moral
and religious standards is one
result. People want things,
not qualities or virtues.
This mindset demands
more material wealth for
men and diminishes the need for moral

¢ and educational performance and excellence.
. Itis now a virtue to tolerate evil and to be
¢ intolerant of any material lack for man.

In Chariots of Prophetic Fire,

: RJ. Rushdoony challenges the Church of our

day to resist compromise and the temptation
: of expediency, and realize that the power

: today does not lie in politics or governments

but in God’s men of faith.

Only $30.00

Hardback, 163 pages, indices

Here’s some of what you'll read
in this powerful new book:

The Living God

Baalism and the Lord

The School of the Prophet
The Summons

The Audience and Trial
The Shaking and Judgment Begin
The Servant-Son

The Arrogance of Power

9. Dispossession

10. The Death of Ahab

11. The Judgments of the Lord
12. Why Peoples Perish

13. The Charge of Impotence
14. The Lost Victory

15. The Honor of God

16. God's Survivors

17. Miracles

18. The Practical Faith

19. Leprous Wealth

20. The Lost Axe-Head

21. The Army on the Mountains
22. Miracle Outside the Walls
23. The Nameless King

24. Expediency

25. Jehu and Jezebel

26. The Fear of Victory
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Save on the price of this book. Add this
book to a larger order and pay less!
See our catalog starting on page 32.



ism. This problem has never been fully
resolved.

One way to reduce the problem of
the conflict of religious ideas at the state
level was institutionalized in the Ameri-
can Republic. Limiting government’s
role reduces the problem. Making
government a terror to evildoers takes
the enforcement of religious doctrine
back into the personal, family, and com-
munity levels. It does not eliminate the
problem, for there is much conflict in
the realm of applicability of Biblical law
to criminal codes, but with a few no-
table exceptions, a Biblical civil govern-
ment would be a very limited one.

American federalism yielded to
nationalism after the Civil War. Our
problem is thus our reliance on a statist
mentality. Religious coercion by the
state has been replaced with anti-re-
ligious coercion by the state. A statist
mentality looks to victory by legislative
and judicial means; a Kingdom mental-
ity looks to teaching, conversion, and
discipling.

The state always uses coercion to
some extent, as indeed it must in its

. proper sphere. Today, however, it is not

only coercive in the realm of criminal
law but in terms of economics, welfare,
education, property, and all things. The
state sees itself as the legislative deter-
miner of the pragmatic moral ethic and

: seeks to remake society after what it en-
visions. On the most extreme scale, this
 led to the mass-murders of the Soviet,

. Chinese, and German communists and

fascists. On an only slightly smaller scale
it has led to the statist drive to direct
all education, welfare, and economic
activity.

We cannot, and should not, expect

: to go back to the medieval or even the

. carly modern model of a Christian state.
. Top-down answers will not work in

. representative governments (even if they

are statist).

One thing democratic institutions
teach us is that the spread of ideas
must be done from the ground up. The
state has promoted secular humanism

. through public institutions of education
. and the generations of their loyal disci-
- ples who carried its torch. We must also
- work at the individual and family levels

Are All Issues ‘Religious Issues’?

Clearly, in the long process of re-paganization whereby religion,
Christianity in particular, has been relegated to the private and
therefore nonessential sphere, law has been separated from
Christianity and assigned to the state by common opinion.

--R.J.Rushdoony, Institutes of Biblical Law, Vol.lll, p. 210.
When does a public issue become a religious issue?

We can all think of several public issues that have a religious
component — abortion, homosexual “marriage,” taxation and
entitlement programs intended to help the poor, just to name
three. Christian-oriented organizations, like Focus on the Family
or Concerned Women for America, raise funds to fight out these
issues in the public arena, basing their arguments on religious
principles while employing secular techniques like lobbying,

petitioning, and pressuring lawmakers.

Those issues are easy to identify as religious. Scripture
justifies viewing abortion as murder, and gay “marriage” as an
abomination. Liberal Christians, meanwhile, insist the Bible
justifies big government programs to promote “social justice.”

Biblical take.

Movement, 38-39).

. to fight the faith of secular humanism

with the faith of Jesus Christ and His
Kingdom. We therefore preach and
teach. We convert rather than coerce.
We seek change by regeneration by the
power of God’s Spirit, not revolution by
the hand of man.

An obvious objection arises to the
idea of education and conversion. One
can say, “How likely is that?” It was
done by the statists, so it can be done by

¢ Christians.

We are called to believe in the power
of God’s Spirit to change man and na-
tions. God only requires faithfulness of
His people, not miracles. If we believe
that “he must reign, till he hath putall
enemies under his feet” (1 Cor. 15:25),
we can see that the efficacy of what we
do is not in our efforts or methods but
in the certainty of His power and glory.
Ultimately we shall succeed because He
shall have dominion; we shall be victori-
ous because He is even now victorious.
We must not hesitate to proclaim our
faith in the public arena. Humanism is
the lost cause of Adam’s rebellion, the

* ideology of the eternal losers of history. m

But what about issues that aren't so easy to identify? Should
there be a Federal Reserve? Does the constitutional right to bear
arms trump gun control laws? Should the United States sign
the international convention on Law of the Sea, which cedes
to the United Nations some authority over the use of maritime
resources, and would establish an international “tax” to be paid to
the U.N.? Does the government have the right to grant cable TV
monopolies? None of the above would seem to have an obvious

Rev.Ellsworth McIntyre wrote in 1998,“l anticipate the
day soon when conservative leaders will find it wise to quote
Scripture to support their ideas.... The American people want
God'’s law, and none other.” (The Future of the Conservative

The fact is that there is a“religious take” on every public

issue. God'’s Word is there, waiting for us, whenever we wish to
apply it. Politicians are not in the habit of consulting the Bible,
and voters are not in the habit of expecting them to.

Chalcedon’s mission is to change these habits.
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Covenantal Motherhood: The Splendor of it All

“God made you!” Mica
exclaimed proudly. “No,
no Sweetie,” I said,
“God made you, God
made you!”

It was her first day
of reciting the catechism, and two-
year-old Mica was confused. Perhaps
help from her older brother would
make things clear. After listening to
her brother Liam answer the question,
“Who made you?” several times with
the response, “God made me,” I turned
to Mica once again. “Mica, now it’s
your turn.” I looked into her big, blue
eyes and asked, “Who made you?” She
pushed her chest out and proclaimed,
“Liam’s God!”

Well, she was certainly right. Liam’s
God did make little Mica. And Liam’s

a mother and her precious charges. For
Liam’s God is “God, the faithful God
which keeps covenant and mercy for a
thousand generations with those that
love Him and keep His command-
ments” (Dt. 7:9).

This promise thrills and animates
me each morning even before I put my
feet into my fluffy blue slippers. While
Soccer Moms drive their children hither
and yon in order to indulge their desire
to kick things, buy things, and “be
cool,” Covenant Moms are sharpening
arrows from their husbands’ quivers (Ps.
127). We desire that God’s will be done
on earth as it is in Heaven. And it is His
will that children be trained in the way
they should go so that when they are old
they will not depart from it (Pr. 22:6).

This is our Father’s world and our
children must be brought up to live

Amy Hauck

¢ for Him, to live for Christ’s crown and

covenant. And we as mothers do not
live for our children, or indulge our
children’s desires. The blessing of a cov-
enant-keeping home is that the children
do not run the home, the father does.
One of the greatest gifts we can give to
our children is a happy home led by a
Christian father who is honored and
loved by his wife. In the context of a
well-ordered family, there’s no question
that God’s unique call to covenantal
motherhood is the most time-consum-
ing, awe-inspiring joy a woman will ever
know.

C.S. Lewis wrote, “The load, or
weight, or burden of my neighbor’s

. glory should be laid on my back.” As

- faithful parents, we must lay the weight
. of our children’s glory on our backs as
God also made this special time between
- Indeed, it is this “hope of glory” that

- brings mothers to their knees interced-
. ing for their children. It is this hope of
. glory that allows us to overlook green

. crayon marks on the walls in order to

. finish an afternoon prayer. And it is the
. hope of glory that will lead me to con-
tinue to ask Mica, “Who made you?”

well. Lewis calls this a “serious thing.”

This is a hope to labor for, and

. diligently. Although he was speak-

ing to seminary students, the Dutch

. theologian Herman Witsius expressed
. the desire of every covenant mother, in
. training her children: “at length, shall I
- seem to myself truly to live if, through
~ the blessing of the Most High, on our

labors, you at last go forth from my
training, fitted for the service of the
Church, devoted to God, and yielding
glory to Him.”

It is for “forever people” that we la-

. everlasting splendours.”

- bor each day. We are teaching immortals
. to read, to pray, to love the things God
- loves and hate the things God hates.

We are sharpening immortal arrows for
Christ’s sake. Lewis writes, “Nations,
cultures, arts and civilizations — these

- are mortal, and their life is to ours as the
- life of a gnat. But it is immortals whom

we joke with, work with, marry, snub

and exploit — immortal horrors or
3

To all families God has given just

- twenty-four hours each day. Some fami-

lies spend it racing from one practice
field to the next. Some families spend

- the day avoiding each other, while some
- waste the day away in front of the televi-

sion. But the blessed homes of Biblical
covenant-keeping families stand in stark
contrast with any others.

By the grace of God, a day is filled

- with urgency and possibilities, cat-

echism and cookies, toy trains and dirty
diapers.
Night falls and teeth are brushed,

. prayers are said, lights are dimmed,
. kisses are given... and everlasting splen-

dor is tucked in tight. Praise God for the
weighty joy of glory.

. Amy Hauck, and her husband, Bill, are the
¢ blessed parents of six children. Amy divides

her time between homeschooling the kids
and working from their home in Myrtle
Beach, SC as a freelance Christian writer.

1. C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory (New
* York: Harper Collins, 1980), 45.

2. Herman Witsius, On the Character of the
True Theologian (Greenville, SC: Reformed

5 Academic Press, 1994), 50.
3. C.S Lewis, The Weight of Glory (New
¢ York: Harper Collins, 1980), 46.
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Religious Liberty and God’s Law

n 1776, Virginia’s

Hanover Presbytery
called on the legislature
to “cast off the yoke of
tyranny.” Dissenters
had special reasons to
complain about the oppressive practices
of the established Anglican Church. In
years leading up to the war, colonists
were terrified that Britain would plant
an Anglican bishop in North America.
They were clearly committed to reli-
gious liberty as much as to political and
economic freedom.

What Is Liberty?
R.J. Rushdoony has a brilliant

discussion in Politics of Guilt and Pity of

“The Relationship of Man to Liberty.”
Rushdoony labels the Biblical model,
“man under law” — where “God is
the source of law. Man and all institu-
tions are under law. Law is ministerial,
not legislative. Liberty is under law.
The state is restricted to justice, and
government is more than the state.”
Rushdoony shows that there is a formal
order created by God, and within that
framework one finds true liberty.

“Man over law” is what Rushdoony
labels the statist model. “Man in the
state is the source of law. The state is
divine. Law is man’s creation. Liberty
means state law. The purpose of state
law is salvation. The state is man’s
savior.” Statist systems, furthermore,
are Erastian, meaning that the state will
dominate the church.

“Man apart from law” is how
Rushdoony describes the third model,
of anarchism and antinomianism. Here,

Roger Schultz

self. Man is his own god. Liberty means
no law. Lawlessness means salvation.”
The antinomianism that flourishes in
modern society is the perfect expression
of this humanistic chaos.

Rushdoony’s points are intriguing

- and compelling. It should be obvious,
. for instance, that “morality rests upon
- religion.” More provocative is his claim

that “the source of a culture’s law is its
god.” And its true: even the most rela-
tivistic and antinomian worldviews are
anchored in religious presuppositions
— no matter how obscure or perverse

those presuppositions may seem.!

The Revolutionary Generation
The American Revolution encour-

aged movements to disestablish the
. dominant Anglican Church. Virginia’s

Statute for Religious Freedom (1786)
is an excellent example of the desire for
liberty. It was supported by Jefferson
and Madison, as well as by evangelical
dissenters who feared the tyranny of an
Erastian civil magistrate.

While eager for liberty, almost

. everyone in the revolutionary gene.rafion prevail. In 1983, Bob Jones University
- hoped to encourage orthodox Christian-

ity and Biblical morality and believed

- that this was a legitimate function of the

state. Many states had religious tests.
Madison and Jefferson called for days
of thanksgiving, wanted laws punish-
ing sodomy and Sabbath-breaking, and
attended religious services in public
facilities. The language of Jefferson’s

- 1779 Virginia Thanksgiving Proclama-

mercy look down upon us, pardon all

our sins, and receive us into his favour.”
Given his Unitarian convictions, he may
not have really meant it, but Governor
Jefferson was praying for revival!

It must be noted that the First
Amendment did 7ot establish a “wall

. of separation” between religion and the

tate. It prohibited Congress from creat-

. ing a religious establishment (or national

church) or prohibiting the free exercise
of religion. General support for Chris-
tianity and individual state support of
churches was still acceptable. Without
giving preference to any denomination,
then, there was in the Revolutionary
generation a general encouragement of a

¢ Christian order.

Anarcho-Statist Assaults
on Biblical Liberty

The situation today is very different.
The goal of our “anything goes” society
appears to be liberty and freedom from
God. Postmodern society desires “man
apart from law.”

Yet society cannot be neutral. Some
standard of morality and religion must

- lost its tax-exempt status because its
. practices were inconsistent with “federal

policy.” A 68-year old Swedish pastor
was threatened with jail time for deliver-
ing a sermon against homosexuality.

(It was considered a “hate crime.”) As
worldviews become clearer and those in
rebellion against God’s order act more
consistently, Christians will face greater

S ) ) . 2 . opposition. Because it is a religious
- tion is especially interesting: “that [God] ! pP L. . & .
§ . .. : system, humanism is invariably hostile
- would . . . pour out his holy spirit on all !

- Ministers of the gospel [and] would in
“man recognizes no law apart from him- !

- to its heretics and dissenters.

continued on page 32
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he answer is simple:

has refused to break
with the worst assump-
tions of the pre-Chris-
* tian Right.
Before discussing what is wrong,
we should discuss what is right. What is
right is Biblical covenant theology.

Biblical Covenant Theology

Covenant theology has five points.
First, God is absolutely sovereign. That
is, He has predestinated everything.
He is different from the creation, yet
He has entered into the creation, above
all through the Second Person of the
Trinity’s incarnation as Jesus Christ.

Second, God rules in history cov-
enantally, meaning hierarchically and
judicially, primarily through mankind.
After the Fall of man, God has dealt
with redeemed men in a special way,
which includes granting to them the

lawful authority to impose judgments in

history, including civil judgments.

Third, God has revealed His law for

mankind in the Bible, though also in
nature. Both man and nature are fallen,
which places the Bible, God’s Word, as
the central source for wisdom and eth-
ics. It alone is trustworthy.

Fourth, as the providential sustainer
of the universe, God judicially imputes
meaning and then brings salvation
(healing, deliverance) to individuals,
societies, and nature, based on the com-
prehensive judgment brought against
Jesus Christ at Calvary. We are therefore
to think God’s thoughts after Him, sub-
ordinating our thoughts to the Bible.

Fifth, the new heavens and new
earth, announced by Isaiah, will
progressively replace Satan’s kingdom
in history before Jesus comes in final
judgment. To put these points in one
sentence, the Bible teaches predestina-
tion, theocracy, theonomy, presupposi-
tionalism, and postmillennialism.

- Christian Reconstruction (capital R)
the Christian Right ‘

. can be said to have appeared as a
: developed theological system with

the publication of Rousas John

Biblical Law in 1973.That marked
the resurrection of a lost Protes-
tant tradition: a 300-year hiatus
since the publication of Richard

Baxter’s A Christian Directory,

published in 1673.

Covenant theology is an inescapable
- concept. It is never a question of cov-
. enant theology vs. no covenant theol-
- ogy. It is a question of which covenant
. theology.
5 Having summarized the Bible’s
. doctrine of the covenant, I will now
- summarize the covenant theology of the
. pre-Christian Right.

American Covenant Theology
: First, God is not absolutely sover-
- eign. Man’s free will acts as a retarding
- factor on God’s decree. God’s decree is
not comprehensive. God may or may
not know the future perfectly, but men
are surely sovereign in accepting or
rejecting the gospel, and therefore sover-
. eign over less important matters as well.
Second, God rules hierarchically
. through mankind, but He no longer
has selected redeemed men to exercise

special authority in civil affairs.
Third, God’s revealed law is con-

fined to the Old Testament, which is

. no longer binding. Mankind is to be
ruled by means of natural law, which is
¢ common to all men. Man and nature

are fallen, but this has not seriously
impaired the operation of natural law, as

¢ discovered by fallen man.

Fourth, God imputes meaning to all

- things and then salvation to individuals,

but He does not save societies. Salvation
is souls-only. So, in order to maintain
society apart from specific redemption,

- truth must be available to all men on a
Rushdoony’s book, The Institutes of

common-access basis.
Fifth, because God saves souls only,
and because the souls saved will remain

: a minority throughout history, society
¢ will remain unredeemed until Jesus

comes again.
To put these points in one sentence,
the Bible teaches free will, democracy,

- natural law theory, common-sense ratio-
- nalism, and pessimillennialism (premi-

llennialism or amillennialism).
We now turn to the area of applied

- theology. Each of these rival covenant
- theologies has undergirded a specific

way of looking at the world. Each has
produced a rival social outlook: in edu-
cation, economics, politics, psychology,

- and popular culture. Each has produced
- arival program of reconstruction.

Christian Reconstruction
Christian Reconstruction (capital

R) can be said to have appeared as a

developed theological system with the
publication of Rousas John Rushdoony’s
book, The Institutes of Biblical Law in

- 1973. That marked the resurrection of
- alost Protestant tradition: a 300-year

hiatus since the publication of Richard
Baxter’s A Christian Directory, published

. in 1673. Baxter’s book was a work of
- Protestant casuistry: the application of

Christian principles to society.
Rushdoony’s first book was on
Cornelius Van Til's philosophy: By

- What Standard? (1959). Van Til was a
. strict presuppositionalist philosopher

— unique in church history. He was a
true radical. Rushdoony explained and

- afirmed Van Til’s approach: a rejection

of natural law theory and all common-

ground systems of rationalism. This

: offered Rushdoony a strategy of recon-
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struction: education.

His second book — not counting
a short extract of By Whar Standard?
published as Van 7il (1960) — was In-

tellectual Schizophrenia (1961), a defense

of Christian education and a rejection
of public (tax-funded) education. He

began with a strategy: replace the public

schools. Do not attempt to reform
them, he warned. De-fund them. This
was a radical position for Christians in
1961. It still is. It is consistent with Van
Til’s presuppositionalism: no com-
mon-ground reasoning. Rushdoony
extended his critique of public educa-
tion, as no one had before or has since,
in The Messianic Character of American

humanism has a rival theology, which is
redemptive. The public schools serve as

an established church for the priesthood
of humanist education.

His strategy of reconstruction for
education was simple: “Replacement,
not capture.” This requires the devel-
opment of separate Christian schools,
programs, and curriculum materials, fi-
nanced by Christians, not the State. He
understood this ancient principle: “He
who pays the piper calls the tune.” And
this one: “If you take the king’s shilling,
you do the king’s bidding.”

He maintained this stand with re-
spect to all of his recommended reforms
of society’s institutions. He did not trust
the State to be a positive force. He did
not believe in taxation for the purpose
of passing out positive sanctions. Again,
this had to do with point four of the
covenant: evaluation, imputation, and
sanctions.

“You can’t beat something with
nothing.” This traditional political
maxim applies to every fallen institu-
tion. Criticism of evil is not enough.
Criticism alone makes you a gravedig-
ger, Rushdoony said on numerous occa-
sions. But Van Til’s critique of humanist

His strategy of reconstruction for
education was simple:“Replace-
ment, not capture.” This requires
the development of separate
Christian schools, programs, and

curriculum materials, financed by

Christians, not the State. He under-

stood this ancient principle:“He

who pays the piper calls the tune.”

And this one:“If you take the king’s
Education (1963). Here, he showed that
- shilling, you do the king’s bidding.

philosophy was negative. Van Til was

like a demolition expert, blowing up the

epistemological foundations of human-
ism’s institutions. Rushdoony therefore
looked for a way to reconstruct these
logically demolished foundations. He
turned to ethics: Biblical Law. He began
a multi-year series of sermons in 1968,
which became Institutes of Biblical Law.

Unlike Van Til, an amillennial-
ist, Rushdoony was optimistic that the
Kingdom of God will inevitably replace
the kingdom of Satan in history. Point
five reinforced points four and three,
and thereby reinforced the general
strategy of Christian Reconstruction:
replacement, not capture.

Rushdoony’s Calvinism repelled
the Arminians in the Creation Science
movement. This was true also of the
developers of the Christian curriculum
movement: Bob Jones University Press,
Pensacola Christian School (A Beka),
and Accelerated Christian Education.
These movements are anti-presuppo-
sitional, common-ground movements.
Creation Science wants “neutral” facts

'

. and common-ground ethics are mor-

i to convince evolutionists. Fundamen-
. talist educators baptize humanistic

conservative ideas, modify their text-
books’ content slightly, and present the
jumbled mess as “a Christian world and

- life view.”

Finally, there is the issue of theoc-
racy. Point two’s hierarchicalism is only
partially acceptable to fundamentalist

- Christians. Oath-bound covenants must
- be Trinitarian, they insist, to secure in-

dividual salvation, family authority, and
church authority. But the State must

- always be neutral with respect to the
- God of the Bible. Natural law or com-

mon-sense rationalism must dominate.
Biblical civil law has been annulled.
If common-ground rationalism

ally mandatory, then common-ground
politics is also mandatory.
This leads us to the Christian Right.

The Christian Right
The year 1973 was a crucial year in
the development of the Christian Right.

- In January, the U.S. Supreme Court
- handed down Roe v. Wade, legalizing

abortion on demand. Rushdoony had
warned that this was coming in the July
1970 issue of the Chalcedon Report. No

. Christian leader paid any attention.

It took several years for Protestant
evangelical leaders to become active in
the anti-abortion movement. I once

- heard Tim LaHaye give a speech to a
5 group of pro-life activists in Texas. He

admitted that he had for years paid no
attention to the ruling.
Abortion brings into the public

- arena a Van Tilian fact of life: an aborted

baby is either dead or alive. There is no
neutral ground, no halfway condition,

. in between dead or alive. The abortion
- issue was the wedge of Van Tilian self-

consciousness for millions of Christians.
They gained the first glimmer of aware-
ness regarding a Van Tilian truth applied

¢ to civil law: the State is not neutral.
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We began to see placards: “Abortion :

is Murder.” But then Christian Recon-
structionists (alone) asked that terrifying
judicial question: “What is the proper
civil penalty for murder?” The answer
was obvious: execution. The anti-abor-
tionist leaders all began to waffle, and
they have waffled ever since.

The pro-life movement has become
almost invisible today, a pale reflection

of what it was in 1985. Its leaders refuse

to deal with the obvious judicial impli-
cation of those early placards, which we
rarely see today.

In a world governed by a 54 vote
of the U.S. Supreme Court, pro-life ac-
tivists seek deliverance by a constitution-
al amendment. But this is not going to
happen, and the leaders know it. “Thus
saith the Court” has more authority
today than “Thus saith the Lord.” The
pro-life leaders refuse to go to Exodus
21, the only passage in the Bible that
clearly provides a judicial answer to
abortion, the passage that Rushdoony
cited in 1970.

If men strive, and hurt a woman with
child, so that her fruit depart from ber, and yet
no mischief follow: he shall be surely pun-
ished, according as the womans husband will
lay upon him; and he shall pay as the judges
determine. And if any mischief follow, then
thou shalt give life for life, eye for eye, tooth for
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burning for
burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.
(Exodus 21:22-25).

“Eye for eye? Why, thats Old
Testament stuff!” Indeed it is. And so
the pro-life movement has become
just one more special-interest political
fundraising group. Its leaders refuse to
offer Biblical support for their proposed
constitutional reconstruction. Why?

binding on America, you are stuck with
Exodus 22.

Thou shalt not suffer a witch ro live.
(Exodus 22:18)

We see the outworking of two
rival Christian covenants: two rival
strategies.The Christian Recon-
structionists want replacement,

not capture, of tax-supported insti-

. tutions.The Christian Right wants

capture, but with shared power as
the price — shared
power with Republican party

humanists who hate the idea of

5 Christian civilization far more than

they hate the Democrats.Then
the Christian Right seems amazed

when power is not shared.

Whosoever lieth with a beast shall surely

, be put to death. (Exodus 22:19)

He that sacrificeth unto any god, save

unto the LORD only, he shall be utterly de-

stroyed. (Exodus 22:20)

The p r.o-hfe leaders are not about o - Dr. Gary North is the noted author
. get pulled into Exodus 22. So, they send

out fund-raising letters and propose
strategies that have failed before and will

. fail again. They propose more of the

on, the larger the number of Christians
who have nieces and granddaughters

- who have had an abortion. The oldsters
. therefore begin to accept abortion “in

special circumstances,” which all boil
down to this one: “Pregnancy of some-

. one related to me.”

Leader by leader, issue by issue, the
Christian Right turns to political alli-
ances with humanists in the Republican

- Party. They are now facing the situa-
Because if you cite Exodus 21 as morally :

tion that Blacks face in the Democratic
Party: “When you are in a political

- Party’s hip pocket, you will be sat on.”

The Christian Right wants a

halfway house between democracy and

- theocracy. It also wants a halfway house

between theonomy and autonomy, rev-
elation and rationalism, creationism and

- evolutionism. It wants equal time for
- Jesus, which means equal time for Satan.

Their allies, the humanists, want no
time for Jesus. They want the votes and

donations of the faithful, but nothing
- more. They generally get what they

want.

Conclusion
We see the outworking of two rival
Christian covenants: two rival strategies.
The Christian Reconstructionists want

: replacement, not capture, of tax-sup-
- ported institutions. The Christian Right

wants capture, but with shared power as
the price — shared power with Repub-

- lican Party humanists who hate the idea
¢ of Christian civilization far more than

they hate the Democrats. Then the
Christian Right seems amazed when

. power is not shared.

The Christian Right is terminally
naive. For politics, this is always
disastrous. =

of numerous works on economics and
history and is a co-founder of Christian
Reconstruction. He continues to pour out

i a steady stream of writing and commentary
- same. But the longer this holocaust goes

and you can learn more about his work at
www.garynorth.com and www.freebooks.
com.
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Discover the abundant provisions
made for you in the New Covenant
by examining the historic path of Israel.

Save $10.00 on 128 sermons
on Exodus by Rushdoony!

Purchase the book Exodus and receive
the two-CD set of 128 sermons on Exodus
by R.J. Rushdoony for only $49.99

($59.99 if purchased separately).

Sermons are in an mp3 format which can be played on
both Windows (PC) and Macintosh computers. These
CD’s are great for small group studies, homeschooling
and personal study. (S/H added to all orders)
Purchase by using the order form

on page 48 or visit us online at www.
chalcedonstore.com

ssentially, all of mankind is on some sort of an exodus.
E However, the path of fallen man is vastly different from that
of the righteous. Apart from Jesus Christ and His atoning work,
the exodus of a fallen humanity means only a further descent
from sin into death. But in Christ, the exodus is now a glorious
ascent into the justice and dominion of the everlasting

Kingdom of God.

Therefore, if we are to better understand the gracious

provisions made for us in the “promised land” of the New
Covenant, a thorough examination into the historic path of Israel
as described in the book of Exodus is essential. It is to this end

that this volume was written.

Get your copy of Exodus, the second volume in the
Commentaries on the Pentateuch series, for only $45.00.
Hardback, 554 pages, indices (S/H added to all orders)



GUEST COLUMN

I’'m Still in Washington

ell, now, where

was [2 When [
last spoke to you from
these pages, in 1996, I
had been for 11 years,
writing a column for
Chalcedon under the heading “Our
Man In Washington.” In the interest of
full disclosure, however, I must confess
that, when [ wrote, I never was really in
Washington, D. C. I wrote often about
what was going on in our nation’s capi-
tal. But I always wrote from where I live
now, in Laurel, Maryland, which at least
is close to Washington, D.C.

In recent years I have been greatly

blessed working for Michael Anthony

Peroutka, a smart and courageous Mary-

land attorney who has been strongly
influenced by the writings of Dr. R. J.
Rushdoony. In 2004, I was Communi-
cations Director for Michael’s campaign
for President as the candidate of the
Constitution Party.

Presently, I am editor of Peroutkas
Web page, TheAmericanView.com,
whose Managing Editor, Scott White-
man, has also been strongly influenced
by Rush’s writings. Michael and I also
co-host an hourly, weekly radio show
(“The American View”) which is na-
tionally-syndicated by Radio America to
stations in 37 cities in 22 states.

If you'll visit our page, the influence
of Rush and his writings is obvious.
Michael, with his brother Stephen Per-
outka, is a co-founder of “Institute On
The Constitution” IOTConline.com),
an educational organization teaching
the truth about the Biblical origins of
our country and advocating the restora-
tion of our Constitutional Republic by

John Lofton

offering classes, lectures, and other aids.
What we are about in all our work is
advancing Christ’s Kingdom. We believe
fervently what Isaiah 60:12 tells us:

“For the nation and kingdom that
shall not serve thee shall perish; yea,

- those nations shall be utterly wasted.”

As Christians, we are commanded

by the Lord Jesus Christ to teach 4// na-

tions — including ours — to observe a// |

things He has commanded (Mt. 28:18-
20). This means bringing into captivity
to Christ a// areas of life and thought.
We at IOTC are seriously concerned
about, deeply grieved by, and lament the
fact that far too many Christian lead-

. ers are a sinful embarrassment and are
responsible for the cause of Christ being
. mocked and ridiculed. By being primar-
. ily cheerleaders for the Republican :

Party, they have dishonored their Lord
and sold their Christian birthright for a
mess of partisan political pottage.

We believe: Secular, Christless
conservatism — even when it is sup-
posedly ‘compassionate” — will not

. defeat secular, Christless liberalism
because to God they are two atheistic

| peas-in-a-pod.

More than 100 years ago, speaking
of the secular, Christless conservatism
of his time, the great Southern Presby-
terian theologian, Robert L. Dabney,
observed:

[Its] history has been that it demurs
to each aggression of the progressive
party, and aims to save its credit by a
respectable amount of growling, but
always acquiesces at last in the innova-
tion. What was the resisted novelty of
yesterday is today one of the accepted
principles of conservatism; it is now

conservative only in affecting to resist
the next innovation, which will tomor-
row be forced upon its timidity and will
be succeeded by some third revolution,
to be denounced and then adopted

in its turn. American conservatism is
merely the shadow that follows Radical-
ism as it moves forward to perdition.

It remains behind it, but never retards
it, and always advances near its leader.
This pretended salt hath utterly lost its
savor: wherewith shall it be salted? Its
impotency is not hard to explain. It is
worthless because it is the conservatism
of expediency only, and not of sturdy
principle. It tends to risk nothing seri-
ous for the sake of truth.

Amen! And what Dabney says has

- been proven with a vengeance in mod-

ern times.

Unquestioning support by Chris-
tians of Christless conservativism has
not produced good fruit.

To those who will accuse us of desir-
ing and trying to bring about “a Chris-
tian America,” we unashamedly plead
guilty though the accusation is far too
modest. We also want a Christian world!

And, over time, by God’s grace, this wil/
.~ happen.

We covet your prayers for our suc-

. cess in obeying our Lord. m

John Lofton, a “recovering Republican,”
is a member in good standing of a PCA

church in Virginia. He can be reached at
JLof@aol.com.
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FEATURE ARTICLE

ECONOMIC VS. POLITICAL

DOMIENION

Timothy D.Terrell

O HEAR SOME CONSERVATIVE CHRISTIANS TALK, YOU WOULD THINK THEY WERE
I]UST AS DEVOTED TO THE STATE AS IS THE POLITICAL LEFT. THE AIMS MAY BE DIF-
RENT, BUT THE TOQL{S THE sf\ME -5 ;TATE COERCION. LEFTISTS, AT EEAST THOSE OF
FHE PLURALIST OR ATHEIST VARIETY, WANT CHRISTIAN RELIGIOUS STATEMENTS TAKEN
OUT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS. MANY CHRISTIANS WANT THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO TEACH
CREATION ALONGSIDE EVOLUTION. BOTH GROUPS SEEK TO USE THE STATE. BOTH WANT

s

POLITICAL DOMINION.




xamples abound.

Some years ago,
prominent Christians
were public advocates
of the Americans with
Disabilities Act, perhaps
thinking that the legislation was the best
way to help the handicapped. The law

has made the state micromanager of the

construction details of countless busi-
ness facilities, and for years now has been !
squandering wealth for the satisfaction of
bureaucrats with tape measures. Several
years ago a Christian golfer on the PGA
Tour filed suit to require the association
to change its rules regarding golf carts,

so that the effects of his physical handi-
cap might be mitigated. This brought
the government in as the arbiter of a
private association’s internal rules. Other
conservative Christians have worked
hard to get education voucher programs
into place, believing that federal money
directed to private Christian education
could be obtained with no strings at-
tached.

On occasion, the politicization of
Christianity has become institutional-
ized. On the outskirts of Washington,
D.C., there is a small college catering
to conservative Christian homeschool-
ers. Its aim, from all appearances, is to
get Christians inside the Beltway, into
positions of political power. Several years
ago a member of the faculty, a friend of
mine, was forced out. Inconsequential
shortcomings were named as grounds
for his dismissal. The real offenses were
his distrust of the state and his quiet re-
quests that the library stock some of R. J.
Rushdoony’s work. Maybe Rush was too
skeptical of the virtues of the state, or
too wary of the use of state power. The
college, blinded by its quest for political
dominion, has evidently removed itself

from Biblical foundations, and, ironi-
cally, will probably never gain the respect
it craves from the Beltway political elite.

There is nothing necessarily wrong

- with a Christian being active in poli-

. tics, and indeed we need Christians in

. political life, if only to help fend off
legislation that would further restrict

- our liberties. But the emphasis on politi-
. cal dominion is hazardous. Christians

- who think state power is a useful and

. attractive tool may find that power used
. against them.

Historically, the state has been the
enemy of the church. So, recognizing

. that Christ’s Kingdom is not of this

- world, and that earthly power and goods
. are tools rather than ends in themselves,
- why not promote the less dangerous and

more productive tools? I'm speaking, of
course, about economic dominion, in
which the persuasion of the marketplace
is used rather than the coercion of the
state.

Politics vs. Christian Principles
Politics are often unfriendly to
Christian principles. The very nature
of the state is coercion. As George
Washington observed, “Government is
not reason and it is not eloquence. It is
force. Like fire, it is a dangerous servant
and a fearful master.” While the civil
magistrate is referred to in Romans 13:4
as “God’s minister to you for good,” the
passage also makes reference to the min-
ister’s sword — an instrument with no
other purpose than to coerce or “execute
wrath.” Frequently, instead of applying
the sword to “him who practices evil,”
the sword has been unjustly applied to
those who are doing no wrong. Given
this perennial failing of civil magis-
trates, the safety of the church and the
expansion of God’s Kingdom would be
enhanced with reduced participation
from the state.
In the September 2004 Chalcedon

Report, 1 reviewed John Cobin’s book,

: Bible and Government: Public Policy from
- a Christian Perspective. While I criti-
- cized some of Dr. Cobin’s arguments,

. there was plenty in his book to admire.

Cobin, unlike many conservative Chris-
tians today, sees reliance on the state as
hazardous, and even entertains anarchy
as an option preferable to an interven-
tionist mega-state. Cobin is willing to
point out the hypocrisy of some Chris-
tians who want to use the state’s power
as long as the state is transferring wealth
in their direction — these Christians
evidently having forgotten Biblical con-
straints on the state.

Political dominion also works
against good stewardship of resources.

- Giving control of any resource to the
¢ state means that the resource will be

allocated by a bureaucracy. There is no
other way, as the Austrian economist
Ludwig von Mises pointed out in his
book Bureaucracy. Bureaucracy is, by

its very nature, a lumbering, inflexible,
inefficient juggernaut that is heavily
influenced by special interest groups.
Notions of “market failure” in the
economics literature have long provided
theoretical justifications for bureaucratic
management, but market failures gener-
ally pale in comparison to government
failure. One need only recall the failures
of the Soviet state and its satellites in
Europe and other parts of the world.
Even apart from other Biblical limita-
tions on the state, wisdom suggests that
political allocation of resources is a poor
method of stewardship.

Markets Promote
Christian Principles

What if Christians relied more on
markets than on politics to achieve
social goals? There is something to that
modern corruption of the golden rule:
“He who has the gold makes the rules.”
Without detracting from God’s sov-
ereignty over the world, we can safely
say that material wealth can be useful

. for the building of the Kingdom. God
- makes some men wealthy and then uses
© that wealth to move societies.
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Is wealth dangerous? Certainly,
when Jesus Christ said “It is easier for
a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of God,” it was not without
reason. Material comforts can be a
perilous distraction. Yet we should not
fall into gnostic error, or reject the good
and proper uses of wealth. Many of the
great patriarchs of Scripture were men
of immense wealth, and they used it
to do God’s will. Wealth is a blessing,
if used wisely. As Proverbs 24:3-4 says,
“Through wisdom a house is built, and
by understanding it is established; by
knowledge the rooms are filled with all
precious and pleasant riches.” Economic
dominion brings with it the capacity to
fund mission work, build scholarships
for sound Christian educational institu-
tions, create lasting family legacies with

stronger family ties, and provide charita- :

bly for those in need. Though the Bible
provides appropriate cautions as to the
temptations of wealth, we are also told
to think of wealth as a useful reward.
Of course we cannot replace po-
litical tyranny with economic tyranny.
Markets depend on voluntary, peace-

- ful exchange, not coercion. Without
. the power to coerce, rich individuals

or businesses cannot act in a tyran-

: nical fashion. In markets, those who
¢ succeed are those who have best satis-

fied the customer. Even the wealthiest

. business can only hold on to its posi-

tion at the discretion of the customer.
Customers, collectively, hold the purse

- strings. When businesses break the rules

customers have set — that is, when
they have not catered to the desires of

. the customers — they lose their profits.

Unethical business practices tend to
produce economic losses in the long

- run. Where businesses have gone bad, it

is because they have partnered with the

state, perhaps to use the state’s coercive
. power to block competition or gain

subsidies.

Markets are friendly to the develop-
ment of morality for another reason
— they are antithetical to the expansive

- state. Markets work best without the
. state’s intervention, and as economic

freedoms improve, other freedoms tend

. to follow. Markets favor decentraliza-
. tion, because of the erosion of good
¢ information that comes from central-

. ized authority. While political domin-

© ion needs the state to achieve its ends,

economic dominion tends to constrain

. the state.

Christian Principles
Promote Markets
Markets may be friendly to Chris-
tian ethics, but the relationship works

. in the other direction as well. Christian
. morality improves economic outcomes.

Max Weber’s thesis in 7he Protestant

Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism has

. problems, but there is evidence that

nations that have adopted Christian

- principles perform better economically.

Some nations that have rejected Christi-
anity still have remnants of Biblical legal

- principles embedded in their constitu-

tions, legal codes, and court precedents.
Even atheistic evolutionary theory

- has, at least to some extent, recognized

the impact of morality on economic

. performance. There are two examples I
- will mention here.

Robert Axelrod, in his book 75e

. Evolution of Cooperation, examines the
. development of social strategies. Begin-
' ning with a reasonable set of assump-

Church and State: A Bad Mix?
We have no epistle from Paul urging the early Christians to

seek positions in the state apparatus of the Roman Empire.

“Seek ye therefore to become magistrates, military commanders,
procurators, or treasurers...that we might rule the empire.”

This would sound very strange to us, coming from Paul
— let alone from our Lord Himself. Nevertheless, despite having
no instructions to that effect, Christians have been intimately
involved with the state ever since. And who would say that
this close association has historically been wholesome for the
church?

Even in the earliest days of Christian history, the church
couldn’t help being involved in the economy. Like everyone else,
Christians have to buy and sell. So the choice is not whether to
participate in the economy, but how.

Can a free market economy, governed by persons who
practice Christian ethics, limit the state’s tendency to expand its
power?

The answer given by history is generally “yes.” The

Declaration of Independence condemns King George Il “For
cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the World”and “For
imposing Taxes on us without our Consent” through such
measures as the Navigation Acts and the Stamp Act (taxation,
of course, being an indirect restraint on trade). New England
merchants and Southern planters united to secure American
independence — which they viewed as being indivisible from
economic liberty.

In recent history we've seen that tax cuts and deregulation
stimulate the growth of the economy, while tax increases and
bureaucratic interference depress it. The economic stagnation of
the European Union testifies to that.

When the economy thrives, citizens are reluctant to make
changes in the government. If they understand that allowing the
government to grow will probably hurt the economy, they will
vote to restrain the government from assuming new powers.

It's something for Christians to keep in mind when they decide
where to place their chips.

20
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tions about the gains one can expect
from cooperating with others, and the
gains to be expected from cheating oth-
ers, Axelrod finds that in circumstances
that involve repeated interactions be-
tween individuals, it is advantageous to
cooperate. Furthermore, the particular

strategies of cooperation that seem to be

most successful are those that adopt an
“ethic” of behavior remarkably consis-
tent with Christian principles. Axelrod
does not dwell on this consistency, if he
mentions it at all in this book, but it is
fairly clear.

In developing a successful strategy
for social interaction, Axelrod says, one
should follow a few basic rules. Among
the rules are: don’t be envious, and be
forgiving. Envy breaks down social
cooperation, he notes. In a market,
concentrating on the comparison of my

behavior that reduces my wealth and
yours. Forgiveness, Axelrod says, is also
important. Permanently “punishing”
someone who has wronged us isolates us
from valuable commerce.

Another book coming from the
same evolutionary perspective is Passions
Within Reason, by Robert Frank. There

criticize about this book, but Frank does
suggest that there are this-world eco-
nomic gains to be had from abiding by
Christian ethical principles. He puzzles
over what evolutionary advantage there
is to be had from a person being scrupu-
lously honest, even when the gain from
dishonesty is large and the likelihood

of being caught is slim (e.g., finding an
abandoned wallet full of cash and an ID
in a deserted park).

Frank realizes that people want to
deal with honest people, and therefore
an honest person will have more oppor-
tunities to engage in mutually beneficial
social relationships, including business
relationships. But what is to prevent a
dishonest person from faking honesty

MARKETS ARE FRIENDLY
TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF
MORALITY FOR ANOTHER

REASON — THEY ARE
ANTITHETICAL TO THE
EXPANSIVE STATE. MARKETS
WORK BEST WITHOUT THE
STATE'S INTERVENTION, AND
AS ECONOMIC FREEDOMS
IMPROVE, OTHER FREEDOMS

TEND TO FOLLOW.

- until an opportunity comes along to
gain with your gain will mislead me into : chea.t. Emotlons. anising from personal

. passions or convictions may play an

- important role, he suggests. Being truly

- honest, or having other desirable char-

acteristics like sympathy or compassion,
will be manifest in observable, hard-to-
imitate emotions (e.g., blushing when
telling a lie). Those emotions are most

- readily found among people who — get
is much a conservative Christian should this — really have a conviction against

- lying, stealing, or doing other things

that are contrary to social cooperation.
Christian convictions, then, would seem
to produce economic gains.

It should not be entirely surprising

- to discover this. Recall that the God
- who made man a physical and spiritual
- being is the same God who gave us law,

and following the law will frequently
produce both physical and spiritual ben-
efits. The reality of physical persecution

for following God’s law does not wreck

- the basic principle.

As an example, recall the business

practices of the fast-food chain Chick-

Fil-A. Chick-Fil-A has closed its stores
on Sundays. This acknowledgement
of the Lord’s Day may also be benefi-

. cial financially. Young people looking
- for a job that does not force them to
. compromise their Sabbath-observance

convictions will gravitate toward Chick-
Fil-A. And convictions tend to come

in packages. Someone with a Sabbath-
observance conviction probably also has
a conviction against stealing from the

- employer, believes in honoring a com-
- mitment to show up for work on time,

and has ethical standards that require
treating others (including custom-

ers) with courtesy and respect. Ethical
business decisions can be decisions that

- work well in the marketplace.

Christians who seek political do-

- minion rather than economic dominion
- are missing out on a very effective tool

. for promoting the reign of Jesus Christ.
. But Christianity has become entranced

with the power of the state, just as the

- non-Christian world has.

Where are the Christian business

schools that will equip students for

economic progress? There are some,
but they should be widely known to
provide excellent education. Students
should emerge from Christian business
programs with not only mature ethical

- judgment, but also the technical skills in
- accounting and finance, and an in-
- formed entrepreneurial mindset. Some

of this cannot be taught in classes.

So then, where are the Christian
entrepreneurs who, having been out in
the business world making the tough

- decisions, will take young people under
- their wings as apprentices or interns?
- Some of those students who believe

politics is the highest and best way to
make a difference for Christ, apart from
preaching, need to have their horizons
expanded. m

Timothy Terrell teaches economics at a
small college in South Carolina. He is also

director of the Center for Biblical Law and
Economics, at http://www.christ-college.
edu/html/cble/. Dr. Terrell can be contacted
at terrelltd@marketswork.com.
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Get the Institutes of Biblical Law
Volume Three for FREE.

Here's an easy way to get the entire series on biblical law by R.J. Rushdoony:
Simply purchase volumes one and two and receive the third volume absolutely free.
Here's what you'll receive:

The Institute of Biblical Law Volume I

Biblical Law is a plan for dominion under God, whereas its rejection
is to claim dominion on man’s terms. The general principles
(commandments) of the law are discussed as well as their specific

applications (case law) in Scripture. Many consider this to be the
author’s most important work.

Hardback, 890 pages, indices, $45.00

Volume II, Law and Society

The relationship of Biblical Law to communion and
community, the sociology of the Sabbath, the family
and inheritance, and much more are covered in the
second volume. Contains an appendix by Herbert Titus.

Hardback, 752 pages, indices, $35.00

Volume III, The Intent of the Law
“God’s law is much more than a legal code; it is a covenantal law. It
establishes a personal relationship between God and man? The first
section summarizes the case laws. The author tenderly illustrates
how the law is for our good, and makes clear the difference between
the sacrificial laws and those that apply today. The second section
vividly shows the practical implications of the
law. The examples catch the reader’s attention; the
author clearly has had much experience discussing
God’s law. The third section shows that would-be
challengers to God’s law produce only poison and
death. Only God’s law can claim to express God’s
“covenant grace in helping us”

Hardback, 252 pages, indices, FREE!

Purchase by using the order form on page 48 or visit us online at www.chalcedonstore.com



“Sam Blumenfeld has done it again!

This generation’s most persistent,
courageous, and accurate critic
of government schools has
launched another torpedo into
the foundering ‘USS Education.”

Joseph Farah
WorldNetDaily.com

“This may be the most
comprehensive and insightful
analysis of ‘what’s wrong with our

public school system’ ever written.”

D.James Kennedy, Ph.D.
Senior Minister
Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church

“Sam Blumenfeld. . .sets forth

the parameters of America’s
educational elite and their quest
for a new social order based on
atheism, evolution, and socialism.”

Dr.David Noebel

Author of Understanding the Times:
The Religious Worldviews of Our Day
and the Search for Truth
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With the bankruptcy of modern education and

the fallout of years of state controlled public
schools, today’s students are best indentified as
“victims” rather than pupils. In this collection of
essays Samuel Blumenfeld discloses the epidemic
of humanistic educational theory and provides a
clear way out to a truly Biblical form of education.

Some of what you'll learn:

* The Irrational World of Primary Education
* Outcome Based Education

* Teaching History to Children

* The Religious Nature of Humanism

* The Homeschooling Revolution

* The Public School Monopoly

* The Future of Reading Instruction

* God the Educator

+ and much more
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“Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him

labour, working with his hands the thing which is good,

that he may have to give to him that needeth.” Ephesians 4:28)

small Hebrew

family slept
serenely in the eve-
ning warmth of the
Jerusalem countryside.

Sleeping was easy for
this first century family. It usually fol-
lowed a long day of hard work, hearty
meals, and an extensive reading of the
Torah — for the little ones, the Torah
reading was an invitation to doze off
into pleasant slumber as they slipped
away cuddled in the deep folds of their
mother’s robe. These were simpler times,
and the simplicity of agrarian life spared
their minds 21st-century insomnia.
This family was not easily wakened,
either. Since there were no glass win-
dows or insulated ceilings to block the
outside noise, the boisterous chorus of
the nocturnal world was as much an as-
sistant to their sleep as an oscillating fan

is to people today — they’ll run it in the !

- regarding the thief. But this

dead of winter because they can not rest
without its steady hum. Livestock, frogs,
owls, and the innumerable species of
bugs served these early farming families
by providing a curtained background of
noisy stillness.

But insects and frogs were not
the only wildlife that made their way
through the cover of darkness. Lurking
towards the friendly shelter came an
unwelcome stranger whose night-lov-
ing roguery would soon relieve this
family of their valuable goods. With
the balance of a spider and the silence
of a desert mouse, this human invader
would make three trips in and out of the
house, carting off food, garments, and

- denarii without so much as rousing a
- blink from the snoozing family mem-

bers. By morning the cabinets, closets,
and coffers would be swept clean. They

would know a thief had visited them in
- the night.

Much like today thieves were a

. perpetual annoyance in the Mediter-
¢ ranean world. Unless one was wealthy

or held great political or religious power,
people could not afford to hire guards

. to protect their goods and property. So
- prevalent and anticipated was the thief

that God provided Moses with clear

penalties for theft. Stealing was a viola-

- tion of the eighth commandment, and

if the thief was caught the punishment
usually entailed restitution (Ex. 22:1-4).

“This is Saint Paul’s thrust
in the Ephesians passage

concept is not isolated to the

~ thief. It’s simply an example 27¢ ™o .
: - with the ill-fitted draperies of fig leaves

of how the new covenant
applies to life’s diverse

Paul deals with the thief
is how God deals with us.
How God delivers the thief
from his sinful habit is
how God will deliver us

from ours.”

Paul and the Thief
Although the subculture of the early
church was spiritually transformed,
thievery was still a possibility. Converted

- hearts did not guarantee that first cen-
- tury Christians did not steal. After all,

Israel in the days of Roman occupation

- was no middle-class utopia. Jobs were
- difficult to come by and the economic

lines fell cleanly between the rich and
the poor. Hunger and necessity drove

- many well-meaning Christians to steal

. for their very livelihood. This “theft of

necessity” drew a measure of sympathy
as men do not despise a thief, if he steals

. to satisfy his soul when he is hungry

(Pr. 6:30).
But it is easy to make a habit of

- stealing — why should a person seck
- out work when he'd become quite

adept at “borrowing” permanently from
others? We also justify our misbehavior

- when our sin becomes habitual. It’s the

only way to soften the persistent blows
from our guilty conscience. Like Adam
and Eve, we camouflage our misdeeds

as aprons (Gen. 3:7).

But a new creature in Christ does

h i not seek a life of sin — at least he
affairs. In other words, how

shouldn’t. By the redemptive power of
the blood of Jesus, a Christian is com-

- pelled by the Spirit and the Word to live

* in terms of his new life in Christ.

This is Saint Paul’s thrust in the
Ephesians passage regarding the thief.

- But this concept is not isolated to the
. thief. It’s simply an example of how the

new covenant applies to life’s diverse

. affairs. In other words, how Paul deals
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with the thief is how God deals with
us. How God delivers the thief from his
sinful habit is how God will deliver us
from ours.

Inner Healing, God's Way

The modern evangelical church
places great emphasis upon “inner
healing” as a means to liberate a captive
soul. This is how the idea of counsel-
ing developed since Sigmund Freud
repositioned the science of the soul
on the fulcrum of autonomous man.
Mimicking his methodology, the church
soon departed from the Biblical idea of
counseling and moved steadily towards a

humanistic balm that neglected the root :

of psychological dysfunction — sin.
Many Charismatics added to this
the neo-Romanistic element of exor-
cism, or “casting out devils.” A person’s
problem is rooted in a demonic “op-
pression” or “possession” that must be

confronted with spiritual authority. The

premise is that once the demonic influ-
ence or control is removed, the captive

her insurmountable bondage.

Christians today who are seeking
freedom from sinful habits, soulish inse-
curities, and problematic relationships,
claim genuine deliverance by pop-psy-
chology or casting out devils. However,
these methods are flawed because they
violate a central thesis in the Biblical
view of man.

Paul did not believe in Greek dual-
ism, the view that the spiritual world is
good and the world of the flesh is evil.
But many Christians do. Compounding
this misguided starting point, modern-
istic psychologists have added Freud’s
concept of the “subconscious” — an in-
describable “inner-world” shaped by the
circumstances, relationships, fears, and
strivings of our unseen self. Whereas
Christians today are turning inward in

search of freedom, Paul turned the thief 5
© from passages such as Psalm 19:

outward to live out his liberty in Christ

. by the power of the Holy Spirit, and in
terms of God’s law.

The Pauline View of Man
Today’s Christian takes Paul’s
exposition of the new life in Christ as
one of a perpetual struggle of flesh and
spirit. No doubt, we certainly battle
with pressing temptations, disreputable

- thoughts, and shameless passions, and
- these carnal allurements do hail from

“Man was not intended to
be a perpetual patient sub-
jected to the guesswork of
modern psychology.
Rather, man was to be
directed outwardly into
judging and adjusting his
actions according to the

revealed will of God in

-~ Scripture — he must put off

Christian can walk in victory over his or

the ‘old man’ (Eph. 4:22).
There was no freedom to be
found by turning inward.”

our being made in the image of Adam.
- Yet our deliverance is not found by

surveying our inner-selves. The depth of
the heart is “no man’s land” because it is
“God’s land.” Only He can accurately
assess what He created.

Since Paul denied Greek think-

: ing, and fortunately existed in a “pre-
- Freudian” world, his concept of man
¢ streamed from a mind soaked in the

Old Testament. For Paul, the make-up
of man was a mystery, and godly men
relied upon their Creator and His law
for truth rather than psychology. In all

likelihood Paul derived his view of man

Who can discern his errors? Forgive my

hidden faults. Keep your servant also from

willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then
1 will be blameless, innocent of great transgres-

: sion. (Ps. 19:12-13)

We cannot discern our own errors.
They are beyond our purview. Note that
the psalmist requests forgiveness for his

. hidden faults and that he be kept from

- willful sins. How can you be “kept”

from sin that is willful? David here
recognizes that though he is choosing

¢ sin he cannot locate the reason on his
. own. His heart is beyond his powers of

insight. This is the sustained testimony
of the Old Testament — man’s deceitful

- heart cannot be known.

The heart is deceitful above all things and
beyond cure. Who can understand ir? “1 the
Lord search the heart and examine the mind,

i to reward a man according to his conduct, ac-
. cording to what bis deeds deserve.”

(Jer. 17:9-10)

Man cannot understand his heart. It

- is deceitful and only the Lord who made
i man can search and examine his inward

parts. Yet the discipline of the Lord,
Jeremiah said, would be according to his

- conduct, according to whar his deeds
- deserve. Although sin proceeds from the

heart, its fulfillment is demonstrated in

sinful deeds. God searches the heart but

. judges the action.

Paul’s theology of man, likewise,
focused on the outward deeds of the
flesh. The apostle’s precise mind and

. spiritual authority was curbed in his
. definition of man’s nature by the clear

testimony of the law and the prophets.
Man was not intended to be a perpetual

. patient subjected to the guesswork of
- modern psychology. Rather, man was to

be directed outwardly into judging and
adjusting his actions according to the

- revealed will of God in Scripture — he
- must put off the “old man” (Eph. 4:22).

There was no freedom to be found by
turning inward.
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Tell the Thief to Steal No Longer

Paul never suggests exorcism for the
thief in Ephesians. He likewise neglects
to summon the staff counselor at the
Ephesian church to schedule a session
with the habitual bandit. Instead, Paul
instructs the fledgling church to bring
the law of God to bear. For the law-
word is useful for rebuking and training
in righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16). Here is
his admonition: “Let him that stole steal
no more” (Eph. 4:28).

Today’s psychologist would consider

this a bit simplistic. Yet it is the first pri- :

ority because it is the law of God: thou
shalt not steal (Ex. 20:15). To begin
with anything else (e.g., his childhood,
his circumstances, our psychological
methods) would be ascribing supreme

authority to something other than God’s : . .
v 8 ~ of others. By turning inward o
; . communities because we are unfettered

. by sinful and demoralizing habits that

holy law.

God’s law forbids theft — end of
discussion. Isn't it possible that a tragic
event in the thief’s childhood drives him
to fill a void in his heart by stealing?

No. He steals because he is sinful. No
matter how acute our analysis, we are

still seeing through a glass darkly. We do

not yet know as we are known (1 Cor.
13:12). Therefore, we can only admon-
ish the thief according to God’s law. We

must turn his vision outward.

Restoration and Productivity

Paul’s usage of the law in the New
Testament is wondrous to behold.
In Ephesians 4:28 Paul goes beyond
the negative use of the law that only
restrains theft. That in itself is incom-
plete and a guarantee the thief will likely
fall back into his sin. Rather, Paul spurs
the thief to productivity by embracing
his primary calling as a man created in
the image of God — go to work! In a
simple but brilliant charge, Paul now

brings the fourth commandment to bear :
- becoming productive in his calling,

upon the conduct of the thief: “[R]ather
let him labour, working with his hands
the thing which is good, that he may

have to give to him that needeth”
. (Eph 4:28).

work” (Ex. 20:9). Notice again that this
also turns the thief outward to objective
labor instead of inward to a subjective

. trivial pursuit. In the wisdom of God,
Paul uses two of the Ten Command-

ments in conjunction with the liberating

power of the Gospel to provide the thief

“Seeking pop-psychological
remedies or demonic
deliverance can create a
vicious cycle. Those who do
tend to drain the resources

they become an emotional
vortex that saps the time
and energy from loved ones
and ties up resources that
could otherwise be used
for productivity in their
respective calling.”

- with his freedom from sin. He turns
. the thief outside himself to his calling

- under God as a productive member of

the Kingdom. By working, instead of
stealing, the thief not only finds his “in-
ner healing” but is now able to relieve

his neighbor by “giving to him that
- needeth.”

Becoming an Asset
Instead of a Liability
This is a stark contrast to today’s

- Christian who secks freedom by exor-

cism or pop-psychology. Instead of

the contemporary Christian is easily
neutralized by becoming a perpetual

¢ victim chasing an elusive freedom. Like

the woman with the issue of blood, they

; The law of Moses had declared, “Six
days thou shalt labour, and do all thy

. spend their money on professional rem-

edies with no relief from the incessant
bleeding of their souls.
Seeking pop-psychological remedies

or demonic deliverance can create a

- vicious cycle. Those who do tend to
- drain the resources of others. By turning

inward they become an emotional vor-
tex that saps the time and energy from
loved ones and ties up resources that
could otherwise be used for productivity

- in their respective calling.

God has a better way. By turning

outward and putting on the new man

(Eph. 4:24), we can discover heal-
ing and restoration in such a way that
we have to give to him that needeth.

: We become assets to our families and

remove us from our calling to domin-
ion. When Adam and Eve sinned, their
own guilt drove them to hide among the

. trees thereby leaving their position of
- Kingdom authority. Since then God has
- labored to bring man from out of the

trees to take his place once again as the
Lord’s ambassador in history.
Any form of counseling or teach-

. ing must have this as its goal — the
. restoration of mankind to the domin-
. ion mandate. Man is manufactured by

God and therefore can only be repaired
by the manufacturer. God has not left
man in a fallen state, but brought him

restoration through Christ. Since we
- lack the discernment to understand
. our sinful hearts, let us now turn our

hearts and minds to the pure revelation
of God’s law that informs us of the way
we must walk and the work we must do

(Ex. 18:20). =

Christopher J. Ortiz is the Director of
¢ Communications for the Chalcedon

Foundation, and the editor of Faith for All

of Life.
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Rousas John Rushdoony:

BOoOOK REVIEW

Commentaries on the Pentateuch.Volume 3: Leviticus

Vallecito, California: Ross House Books, 2005.

he publication of

R. J. Rushdoony’s
commentaries on the
five books of Moses is
_ no small matter. With
E the release in late 2005
of the third book in the series, Leviticus,
we again find ourselves graced by the
insights of the theologian who, perhaps
more than any of his contemporaries,
championed the relevance of the Law
of God in the life of faithful Christians.
With the scheduled publication of
Numbers and Deuteronomy (both forth-
coming), the reverent exposition and
practical application of these neglected
sections of Holy Writ will truly have

reached a high point. As if complement- |

ing Spurgeon’s highly regarded work
on the Psalms (7he Treasury of David),
Rushdoony’s five-volume masterpiece
on the Pentateuch has, in effect, given
us privileged access to the treasury of
Moses. While it is difficult to single out
any one aspect of Rushdoony’s volu-
minous output to represent the core of
his life’s work, surely these five volumes
stand alongside his Institutes of Biblical
Law as supreme achievements, because
both series cause oh-so-many scales to
fall from our eyes as the Scriptures are
opened to us.

In reference to unsaved Israelites, 2
Corinthians 3:15 informs us that “even
unto this day, when Moses is read, the
vail is upon their heart.” However, for
the vast majority of Christians, it would
be no exaggeration to say that even unto
this day, when Moses is read, a glaze
forms over our eyes. Just last month, I
sat in on a class in which the instruc-

Reviewed by Martin Selbrede

*
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tor singled out Leviticus as an example
of what turns people off when reading

- Scripture. The instructor justified his

condescending impatience by citing a
famous quote that “God is an uneven
writer.” We were going to dutifully

- “plow through” this turgid, mind-

numbing legalese quickly so we could
get to the “good stuff,” the clear skies

- and pure waters of the New Testament.

That viewpoint appeared unassail-
able, so everyone agreed with it. My
hand shot up. “With all due respect,

- our disdain for Leviticus says a lot more

about us than it tells us about God’s
holy Word,” I interjected. “That we'd
be willing to justify neglect of what

- God says about holiness by exploiting

a caricature of this sacred book doesn’t
speak well for us.” Murmurs of assent

- rose from the room: Leviticus is no
 less the word of God than an epistle of

- Paul'’s! What were we thinking when
- we chuckled oh-so-knowingly at those

clever quips (which the instructor, to his
credit, renounced)? (As an aside: when

- postmillennialism was declared “dead”
- in the last century, the critics meant that

it was dead “insofar as it had no living
voice to raise in its defense.” What a dif-

- ference there can be when the truth Aas
- aliving voice raised — humbly — in its

defense.)
Thematically, Rushdoony’s Leviti-

- cus is the centerpiece of the 5-volume
series. I'm tempted to say that it rescues

the Biblical text from obscurity, but we
must define terms here to be accurate.

5 There are several reasons why the Book

of Leviticus may seem obscure to us.
First and foremost is our own dullness
of hearing (which Hebrews 5:11 treats

- as moral failure on our part, since it is

both preventable and remediable). In
this sense, Rushdoony penetrates that
obscurity with precision and simplicity.

- His expositions are both lucid and prac-

tical, causing our appreciation for this
sacred text to grow as we realize how
unwarranted its calculated neglect actu-

- ally is. We come to realize how mean-

ingful and important God’s revelation in
Leviticus is for us today.
But obscurity can emanate from

- another quarter: the influence of faulty

expositions of Leviticus. These inherited
frameworks may involve the entire text

- of Leviticus, or a single chapter, or even
- asingle verse. For example, Leviticus

19:19 has provided considerable debate:
“Ye shall keep my statutes. Thou shalt

- not let thy cattle gender with a diverse
- kind: thou shalt not sow thy field with
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mingled seed: neither shall a garment
mingled of linen and woollen come
upon thee.” Prominent theologians
have attempted to explain how this fits
into the principle of obedience to the
Mosaic Law, none with much success.!
For Rushdoony, however, Leviticus
19:19 is like a puzzle piece that fits per-
fectly and effortlessly in the middle of
the puzzle. Critics have taken the piece
back out, turned it at right angles or
upside down, and then used sledgeham-
mers to force the piece back in place.?
Of course, anyone dead-set on
discrediting Dr. Rushdoony due to an
existing bias would naturally beeline
toward the “hot potato” texts, such as
Leviticus 19:19 and Leviticus 11. And
sadly, some quickly conclude, “What

26:65). To adopt such an approach
in advance of examining Rushdoony’s
expositions is patent nonsense. To lose
the concrete benefits of 95% of this
commentary over the 5% that deal with
matters of ongoing debate among theo-
logians today would be criminal. We
don’t see such supercilious gnat-strain-
ing in regard to The Expositor’s Bible of
1903, edited by W. Robertson Nicoll,
in which Samuel H. Kellogg’s highly
regarded commentary on Leviticus ap-
pears. Perhaps the difference in recep-
tion stems from the fact that it wasnt
so controversial to regard God’s Law as
relevant in 1903 as it is today.
Rushdoony launches his Leviticus
commentary with an exposition of the
prophecy of Zechariah 14:20-21. Every
subsequent word in the commentary
radiates from this key passage, which
predicts the worldwide extension of the
domain of holiness to every square inch
of the earth, embracing even the most
trivial aspects of existence (e.g., orna-
mental bells on horses). In this light,
the contemporary relevance of Leviticus
becomes exceedingly clear. Rushdoony

- unfolds the multi-faceted picture

. chapter by chapter, whereby we sce the
. inestimable worth of the Lamb of God
- who taketh away the sins of the world.

Barely a chapter goes by that Rush-

- doony doesn’t expose pertinent examples

of humanistic thinking opposed to the
sacred text. He points out the supposed
“conspicuous waste” represented by the
sacrifices, duly calculated by a cynical
lecturer in Berkeley, California with
regard to destroyed food.? “He spoke of
this as an outrage: think of how many
poor people could have been fed with
this food!” Think also of the wasted
productivity imposed by Sabbaths and

. Jubilees.* But Rushdoony nails the core

- issue: “To regard the sacrifices of food

i 2 - and time as conspicuous waste is to

further need have we of witnesses?” (Mt. | . . . . .
. think humanistically, to think without

- God... such ‘conspicuous waste’ is a

recognition that it is not our doing and
planning that prospers us, but God’s
government.” Man cannot live by bread
alone (Mt. 4:4) and cannot have life

on his terms without disaster. “What
appears to others to be conspicuous
waste is in reality evidence of life and
freedom. It means giving ourselves to
life rather than to death. Where men
withhold themselves from giving their

. time, money, goods, and selves to God
- in Christ, we have the clearest instances
of conspicuous waste.”

It is shocking to realize how ag-

- gressively the attack against the texts

of Leviticus continues to be waged.
Where the texts aren't explicitly defied,
Rushdoony illustrates how they’ve been
artfully transposed into humanistic con-
texts. His observation that blasphemy is
no longer taken seriously against God is
instructive. Blasphemy is enjoying new
vigor in our age of political correctness,
as university thought police zealously

. pursue blasphemers based on new, rap-
- idly evolving definitions and criteria.®

Concerning the social and eco-

nomic implications of the Jubilee,

. Rushdoony notes that “the concern is

. holiness, not society’s goals. We must

. minister to men because God requires it

for His Kingdom, not because men see
it as a humanistic cause. The purpose is
a holy community, not the kingdom of
man. Hence we are told by Paul and the
apostolic fellowship, “Wherefore lift up
the hands which hang down, and the
feeble knees; And make straight paths
for your feet, lest that which is lame be
turned out of the way; but let it rather
be healed. Follow peace with all men,
and holiness, without which no man

. shall see the Lord’ (Heb. 12:12-14).”

Some scholars claim that Leviticus

- points to tribal land divisions in old
Israel, and that such distinctions have
- long since expired, obliterating any

. legitimate venue for its diverse regula-

tions. Rushdoony holds that while
some statutes may have expired with
old Israel, the remainder are upheld in
light of Zechariah 14:20-21, in recog-
nizable form. In favor of Rushdoony’s
view, we could cite Isaiah 27:6, which
prophesies that Israel shall bud and fill
the face of the earth with fruit. Zion

is transnational (Ps. 87), and Isaiah
evidently regards the entire surface area

- of the earth to one day be, in a divinely
appointed sense, Israel. Perhaps far from
. expiring, some of the Levitical regula-
tions are intended to stretch over the

© earth as far as Israel will extend: namely,

over all of it. If so, this powerful volume,
so needful for the equipping of today’s
serious Christian, may one day prove
more relevant than any of us could have
possibly imagined.

Martin G. Selbrede, Vice President of
Chalcedon, lives in Woodlands, Texas.
Martin is the Chief Scientist at Uni-Pixel
Displays, Inc. He has been an advocate for
the Chalcedon Foundation for a quarter

continued on page 33
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Judith Levine:

BOOK REVIEW

Harmful to Minors: The Perils of Protecting Children from Sex
Thunder’s Mouth Press, New York: 2002, 2003.

It is He that hath

.3 4'“'\_
-"'IT%\ selves; we are His people,
5 _,.-.'@,ﬂ " and the sheep of His
Ph A pasture. (Psalm 100:3)
Every now and
then, we encounter a book that’s so
hopelessly daft, so irredeemably wrong

in its ideas that a reviewer hardly knows
where to begin. That description applies :

to Judith Levine’s Harmful to Minors.

So why review this book at all?

Because it sheds light on the absurd
core of the humanist worldview: the
idea that we are whatever we condition
ourselves to be, and can live in a society
which will be whatever we engineer it
to be.

Learn to see it in its extreme forms,
as in this book, and you'll be able to see
it elsewhere, deeply permeating Ameri-
can life. In its subtler forms, disguised
as worldly wisdom, pragmatism, public
education, or even neoconservatism, it’s
everywhere we look.

This is the worldview that opposes
the Christian faith, the Faith that is the

only answer to it. This is Satan’s original » . .
- cal Enough,” www.villagevoice.com).

con game, first pitched to Adam and
Eve in the Garden of Eden: “Ye shall be
as gods” (Gen. 3:5).

A Feminist Rant
Judith Levine is a hyperfeminist,
unmarried (but “in a relationship for
11 years”), with no children (p. 236). A

former flower child, she still rhapsodizes

over the 1960s — particularly the sum-
mer of 1967, when she, then 14 years
old, longed to be ravished by her sum-
mer camp counselor, who was 26 (see

made us, and not we our-

Reviewed by Lee Duigon

¢ “Summer of Love,” www.villagevoice.

com). Today she wants “gay marriage,”
group marriage, and anything else that
would undo the family and undermine

5 Christianity (see her article, “Stop the 5
- Wedding! Why Gay Marriage Isnt Radi-

- about children when you've never had

Along the way, she buffets us
with all manner of dreary clap-
trap, from old chestnuts like
the Kinsey lie that homosexuals

. make up 10% of the population

(p- 92) (the Census Bureau says
it’s just under 4%) and absti-
nence won't protect you from
sexually transmitted diseases

(all of chapter 5), to newfangled
howlers like “pornography

doesn’t hurt the viewer” (p. 149).

Anyone who reads the whole
thing deserves either a medal or
a good thrashing.

Wading through her ponderous
tome — approximately 95,000 words
— I wondered just what kind of world

Judith Levine would like to live in.
¢ There would be no families in it, no

church, no Jesus Christ, no hope of

. an afterlife, no salvation. Not much of

anything, beyond the hedonism of the
moment. After about 50,000 words of
this, it gets downright depressing. I am

- so glad I don't have to car-pool with this
| woman.

Her Message
Here’s her argument, in brief.
Sex doesn't harm children, but trying
to protect them from sex does.
It’s amazing, the things you can say

children of your own. In fact, she says,
“erotic pleasure is a gift and can be a

. positive joy to people az every age” (p.
- 138 — emphasis added).

The only evidence she adduces
for this astonishing assertion is drivel

- like “Touch is good for children and
- other living things” (p. 178) and a few

references to some “meta-analysis”-type
studies (that is, studies of other people’s

- studies) by Bruce Rind — a Temple
- University academic who has for years

been crusading for the decriminalization

of pedophilia, which he calls “intergen-

. erational consensual sex.”

There is no such thing as a pedophile.
To make this point, she disqualifies as

- a pedophile any adult who also has sex
with other adults, incest (which, by the

way, is built into the normal nuclear
family, she says on p. 27) and any adult

- who gets the child’s “consent” first
- (“sexual contact with a child does not

a pedophile make,” p. 26). However,
there is a streak of pedophilia in all het-

5 erosexual males, she alleges on p. 29.

So if sex is good for children, and

the pedophile is an imaginary monster,

why should anyone want to protect

. their children from sex?

It’s all part of a vast right-wing
conspiracy, of course, orchestrated by
Christians and conservative Republican

. politicians “trying to fortify the nuclear
¢ family by fomenting suspicion of
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strangers” (p. 44), and trying “to abolish
erotica” (p. 35). J. Edgar Hoover and
Joe McCarthy created the myth of the
homosexual sexual predator, and only
later “began painting that menace red”
(p- 31).

Along the way, she buffets us with
all manner of dreary claptrap, from old
chestnuts like the Kinsey lie that homo-
sexuals make up 10% of the population
(p- 92) (the Census Bureau says it’s just
under 4%) and abstinence won't protect
you from sexually transmitted diseases
(all of chapter 5), to newfangled howl-
ers like “pornography doesn’t hurt the
viewer” (p. 149). Anyone who reads the
whole thing deserves either a medal or a
good thrashing.

If you wade on to the end, you will
be advised that adults should encour-
age very young children to initiate “sex
play” among themselves (p. 188-189),
even to the point of allowing “consen-

You'll also be lectured on the benefits

of “great sex without intercourse,” also
known as “outercourse” (p. 198). This

is an excellent thing, Ms. Levine says,
because in addition to being pleasurable,
“Dismantling the intercourse model also
undermines the presumption of hetero-

sexuality” (p. 197).

Getting It Perfect
By now this is probably getting to
be as disgusting to my reader as it was
for me. But before I move on to larger

Minors is graced by an enthusiastic fore-
word by the former Surgeon General of
the United States, Dr. Joycelyn Elders.
You remember Dr. Elders. After 15
months on the job, she was forced to re-
sign in disgrace when her remarks about
the benefits of masturbation outraged
the public. Compared to Judith Levine,
Dr. Elders is a prude.

To sum up, this volume is a brief
for a society built on complete sexual

. anarchy. Not for a minute does Levine
- imagine that it might not work.

Levine looks at the world and sees
poverty, injustice, disease, and violence,
never suspecting that human nature in a

. fallen world is inherently depraved. The
- fact that 5,000 years of recorded history

fail to show us even one society that has
eliminated any of these problems sug-

- gests nothing to her. The human race,
. including all the world’s best thinkers up

till now, has had five millenia to apply
its ingenuity, its wealth, and its coercive
power to the perfection of human na-

. ture, and has come up empty. That does
- not deter Ms. Levine from thinking

she’s finally hit the nail on the head.

Those who've fallen for Satan’s con

. game respond to centuries of disap-
. pointment by saying, “We may have

slipped up last time, but this time itll
be perfect!” They never learn. This time
we'll get it right; this time we'll be as

sual fondling” in the classroom (p. 194). | God.

And this is what we’re up against
as we try to carry out the Great Com-
mission, preaching the Gospel of Jesus

- Christ. Even when they don’t flatly
. reject the Gospel, the worldly-wise are

so busy pursuing their current can’t-miss
version of Utopia that its all they can do
to listen for an hour on Sunday.

The Lord commissioned us to

preach to them, not try to sort them

out. God will do the sorting, and God
will do the saving. As for the future of

- Creation, that matter, along with the

issues, I should mention that Harmful o salvation of our souls, was settled when

God’s Son died on the cross.
Learn to recognize the con game
when you see it, whatever name it bears;

and don’ fall for it. m

Lee Duigon is a Christian free-lance writer
and contributing editor for Faith for All of
Life. He has been a newspaper editor and

. reporter and a published novelist.

If you or someone
you know has ever
struggled with
understanding
the philosophy of
Cornelius Van Til,
this book is for you.

This compact book by R.].
Rushdoony covers the central
themes of presuppositionalism
and will be a great resource in
helping you establish a solid
Christian world and life view.

Some of what you’ll learn:
Facts and Epistemology
Circular Reasoning

Facts and Presuppositions
Irrational Man

Authority and Knowledge
A Valid Epistemology

The Flight from Reality

Paperback, 127 pages, indices, $19.00
Shipping added to all orders.

Save on the price of this book.
Add this book to a larger order
and pay less! See our catalog
starting on page 34.
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Rushdoony, Conflict ... cont. from page 5

cannot be placed in a humanistic school. :

The Christian School movement is the
result.

The Only Sovereign
The German historian, Ethelbert

ffer, in his i f Christ .
Stauffer, in his important study of Christ : interest because Pollard was an English

i scholar and a great authority of his day
. on constitutionalism. Since Pollard’s day, :
: of course, the U. S. Federal government  :
¢ and the states have steadily advanced

and the Caesars (1952 in Germany:
1955, U. S.) showed clearly that the
roots of the ancient conflict between
church and state are religious. Where
the state claims to be god walking on
earth, the state will claim sovereignty

the church is sovereign over the world
for it is not; lordship or sovereignty is
an attribute of God, not man. But the

the church, “the realm of dominion in

(E. Schweizer), from the controls of the
state or any other agency.

doctrine of state sovereignty. The very
word sovereignty is absent from the
U. S. Constitution because of the
theological context of those times. The
historian, A. F. Pollard, wrote:
The colonies had been as anxious to
get rid of James II in 1688 as they were
to be free from Parliament in 1776.

sovereignty vested in any State whatso-
ever, even in their own. Americans may
be defined as that part of the English-
speaking world which has instinctively
revolted against the doctrine of the
sovereignty of the State and has, not
quite successfully, striven to maintain
that attitude from the time of the Pil-
grim Fathers to the present day.... It is

this denial of all sovereignty which gives

its profound and permanent interest to
the American Revolution. The Pilgrim
Fathers crossed the Atlantic to escape
from sovereign power; Washington
called it a “monster”; the professor of

American History at Oxford calls it a
“bugaboo” ...and Mr. Lansing writes of
the Peace Conference that “nine-tenths”
of all international difficulties arise out
of the problem of sovereignty and the
so-called sovereign state.” (A.E Pollard:

This statement is all the more of

¢ claims of sovereignty. At the same time,

and will seek to control every area of life .thf.:y h Ve l‘)ecc')me increasingly human-
and thought. A free society becomes im- : isticin their view of law and have firmly :
possible. The Christian claim is not that . cstablished humanism as the religion of

¢ the “public” or state schools.

The novelty in the present conflict

¢ is not that the church or the Christian

D . ¢ schools are claiming new, and histori-
Christian insistence is in the freedom of : . & W
¢ cally novel, immunities, but that the

. . . : various American states are claimin

which the risen Lord continues to work” : . . . . g
: ajurisdiction never before exercised
: or existing. 7he novelty is on the part
It involves, moreover, a denial of the of the e Itisa P rOdL.lCt of its claim
: to sovereignty. This claim places the
: state on a collision course with the
. church, and even more, with God, the
. only Sovereign. On April 30, 1839,
i on “The Jubilee of the Constitution,”
: John Quincy Adams attacked the new
: doctrine of state sovereignty. As against
¢ parliamentary omnipotence and sover-
Their fundamental objection was to any cignty, the Folonlsts in 1776 ap_ P ealed
: to the omnipotence and sovereignty of

¢ God. Adams declared:

There is the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, and there is the Constitution
of the United States — let them speak
for themselves. The grossly immoral

and dishonest doctrine of despotic state :

sovereignty, the exclusive judge of its
own obligations, and responsible to no
power on earth or in heaven, for the
violation of them, is not there. The
Constitution says it is not in me. (S.H.
Peabody, editor; American Patriotism,
Speeches, Letters, and other Papers, etc.
[1880], 321).

The conflict is the same religious

conflict which saw Rome and the early
¢ church in bitter war, and with many

: Christians martyred. It is Christ versus
Caesar. For the Christian, there can be
Factors in American History [1925], 31f.) n.o compromise. What is .a t stake is not
. his property, concern, or income, but

¢ Christ’s dominion, “the realm of domin-
ion in which the risen Lord continues to

. work.”m

Schultz, Religious Liberty ... cont. from page 11

Rushdoony saw the issue of reli-

© gious liberty and social order clearly.

: Noting that religious groups have
practiced “human sacrifice, cannibalism,
¢ ritual prostitution, bestiality, murder

¢ [and] homosexuality,” he argues that,

: “absolute freedom of conscience and

: religious practice would destroy all law
i and social order and make civil govern-
. ment impossible.” His conclusion:
“There can be no separation of religion
: and the state. The question is simply,

¢ which religion will undergird law and

: society?”’ m

i Dr. Schultz is Chair of the History

. Department at Liberty University, teaches
i Church History at Christ College, and

i is pastor of Westminster Reformed

i Presbyterian Church in Lynchburg,

: Virginia.

© 1. Rousas Rushdoony, Politics of Guilt and
Pity (Fairfax, Virginia: Thoburn Press,

: 1978), 139-152.

¢ 2. Rousas Rushdoony, Christianity and the
i State (Vallecito, California: Ross House

i Books, 1983), 84.
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Selbrede, Leviticus... cont. from page 29

responsibilities of R. J. Rushdoony in
research and writing.

1. For example, as the controversy over
theonomy developed into consecutive vol-
leys between Reformed camps in the early
1990s, Leviticus 19:19 was singled out

by Dr. Vern S. Poythress as “the test case”
(see Vern Sheridan Poythress, “Effects of
Interpretive Frameworks on the Applica-
tion of Old Testament Law” in Theonomy:
A Reformed Critique, p. 110, as quoted

in Gary North’s “The Hermeneutics of
Leviticus 19:19 — Passing Dr. Poythress’
Test,” in Theonomy: An Informed Response,
edited by Gary North, Tyler, Texas: Institute
for Christian Economics, 1991, p. 256. Dr.

North offered up 40 pages in reply concern- :
: mering, taking Dr. North at his word (see
: North, p. 293).

¢ 3. Rushdoony, p. 14.

ing Leviticus 19:19 (North, pp. 255-294),
seeking to explain why theonomists reject-
ing the validity of Leviticus 19:19 have nor

: abandoned their core principle concerning
¢ Mosaic Law (in a phrase, mandatory unless
century, and is set to take over the scholarly : modified in the NT, in contrast to the anti-
: nomian mantra, repealed unless repeated in
¢ the NT). Dr. North has written thousands
: of essays that are clear and tightly argued.

. This isn't one of them. His elaborate herme- :
. neutical roadmap (see North, pp. 292-294)
¢ reads like the logician’s old chestnut, “Why
¢ Fire Engines Are Red.” Next to North’s

: roadmap, Rushdoony’s exposition of Leviti-
¢ cus 19:19 is a model of laser beam clarity

¢ (see Rushdoony’s Commentary on Leviticus,
© pp. 227-230). Of course, Rushdoony’s al-

¢ legedly naive view is rejected by Poythress

¢ and North, but Poythress implicitly admits
. that Rushdoony’s position is (1) consistent

. and therefore (2) doesn’t require the kind

¢ of fancy footwork North feels obliged to

¢ choreograph (see North, p. 257).

2. About a weeK’s worth of sledgeham-

: 4. Rushdoony, p. 15.
: 5. Rushdoony, p. 15.

L 6. Rushdoony, p. 338. Noteworthy in this

5 connection is FIRE (Foundation for Indi-

¢ vidual Rights in Education), a secular group
© in the frontlines of defending individuals

: against these newly defined “crimes of blas-

: phemy.” See their website at www.thefire.org
: to see how serious this trend has become.

7. Rushdoony, p. 354.

Get 24 Years worth of Rushdoony’s research
and writing on numerous topics for only $20!

he Roots of Reconstruction by R.J. Rushdoony is one of the most

important reference works you'll ever purchase. If you are committed to
the comprehensive worldview espoused by Rushdoony then this volume is a
must for your personal, church, or school library.

This giant book of 1124 pages contains all of Rushdoony’s Chalcedon
Report articles from the ministry’s beginning in 1965 to the middle of 1989.
You'll discover world-changing insights on a number of topics such as:

Theology False Religions
The State Revolution
Philosophy God’s Law

Wealth World History
Prayer American History
The Family Education
Eschatology : Ethical Philosophy :
Taxation Culture

Politics Dominion

: Work $

. The Church Harc%gﬁ 2()1995%

. Heresies Shipping added to all

: Humanism orders

¢ Secularism Save on the price

E . of this book. Add

: Abortion this book to a
Covenant larger order and

: Reformed Falth pay less! See the

: Much more catalog on page 34.
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biblical law

The Institute of Biblical Law

(In three volumes, by R.J. Rushdoony)
Volume |

Biblical Law is a plan for dominion under God,
whereas its rejection is to claim dominion on man’s
terms. The general principles (commandments)

of the law are discussed as well as their specific
applications (case law) in Scripture. Many consider
this to be the author’s most important work.

Hardback, 890 pages, indices, $45.00

Volume Il, Law and Society

The relationship of Biblical Law to communion
and community, the sociology of the Sabbath, the
family and inheritance, and much more are covered
in the second volume. Contains an appendix by
Herbert Titus.

b i ke R iy

Hardback, 752 pages, indices, $35.00 ey

Volume lll, The Intent of the Law

“God’s law is much more than a legal code; it
is a covenantal law. It establishes a personal
relationship between God and man.” The first
section summarizes the case laws. The author
tenderly illustrates how the law is for our good,and [ :
makes clear the difference between the sacrificial — § s sasmme.
laws and those that apply today. The second section [{ausa i stiviitiin
vividly shows the practical implications of the law. B
The examples catch the reader’s attention; the author clearly has had
much experience discussing God’s law. The third section shows that
would-be challengers to God’s law produce only poison and death.
Only God’s law can claim to express God’s “covenant grace in
helping us”

Hardback, 252 pages, indices, $25.00
Or, buy Volumes 1 and 2 and receive Volume 3 for FREE!

Ten Commandments for Today

DVD Series. Ethics remains at the center of
discussion in sports, entertainment, politics
and education as our culture searches for a
comprehensive standard to guide itself through
the darkness of the modern age. Very few
consider the Bible as the rule of conduct, and
God has been marginalized by the pluralism of
our society.

This 12-part DVD collection contains an

in-depth interview with the late Dr.R.J.

Rushdoony on the application of God’s law to our modern world. Each
commandment is covered in detail as Dr. Rushdoony challenges the

humanistic remedies that have obviously failed. Only through God’s
revealed will, as laid down in the Bible, can the standard for righteous
living be found. Rushdoony silences the critics of Christianity by
outlining the rewards of obedience as well as the consequences of
disobedience to God’s Word.

In a world craving answers, THE TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR
TODAY provides an effective and coherent solution — one that is
guaranteed success. Includes 12 segments: an introduction, one
segment on each commandment, and a conclusion.

2 DVDs, $30.00

Law and Liberty

By R.J. Rushdoony. This work examines various areas
of life from a Biblical perspective. Every area of life
must be brought under the dominion of Christ and the
government of God’s Word.

Paperback, 152 pages, $5.00

In Your Justice
By Edward J. Murphy. The implications of God’s law
over the life of man and society.

Booklet, 36 pages, $2.00

The World Under God's Law

A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. Five areas of life
are considered in the light of Biblical Law- the
home, the church, government, economics, and the
school.

5 cassette tapes, RR418ST-5, $15.00

education

The Philosophy of the Christian Curriculum
By R.J. Rushdoony. The Christian School
represents a break with humanistic education, but,
too often, in leaving the state school, the Christian
educator has carried the state’s humanism with
him. A curriculum is not neutral: it is either a
course in humanism or training in a God-centered
faith and life. The liberal arts curriculum means
literally that course which trains students in

the arts of freedom. This raises the key question: is freedom in

and of man or Christ? The Christian art of freedom, that is, the
Christian liberal arts curriculum, is emphatically not the same as the
humanistic one. It is urgently necessary for Christian educators to
rethink the meaning and nature of the curriculum.

N TR AR A
CHRISTIAN
T R
CORRICOLON

RUSHDDONY

Paperback, 190 pages, index, $16.00

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more




Intellectual Schizophrenia 5
By R.J. Rushdoony. When this brilliant and )
prophetic book was first published in 1961, the
Christian homeschool movement was years
away and even Christian day schools were hardly
considered a viable educational alternative.

But this book and the author’s later Messianic
Character of American Education were a
resolute call to arms for Christian’s to get their
children out of the pagan public schools and provide them with

a genuine Christian education. Dr. Rushdoony had predicted that

the humanist system, based on anti-Christian premises of the
Enlightenment, could only get worse. Rushdoony was indeed a
prophet. He knew that education divorced from God and from all
transcendental standards would produce the educational disaster
and moral barbarism we have today. The title of this book is
particularly significant in that Dr. Rushdoony was able to identify
the basic contradiction that pervades a secular society that rejects
God’s sovereignty but still needs law and order, justice, science, and
meaning to life. As Dr. Rushdoony writes, “there is no law, no society,
no justice, no structure, no design, no meaning apart from God” And
so, modern man has become schizophrenic because of his rebellion
against God.

Paperback, 150 pages, index, $17.00

The Messianic Character of American Education
By R.J. Rushdoony. Rushdoony’s study tells us an
important part of American history: exactly what
has public education been trying to accomplish?
Before the 1830s and Horace Mann, no schools in
the U.S. were state supported or state controlled.
They were local, parent-teacher enterprises,
supported without taxes, and taking care of all
children. They were remarkably high in standard
and were Christian. From Mann to the present, the
state has used education to socialize the child. The school’s basic
purpose, according to its own philosophers, is not education in the
traditional sense of the 3 Rs. Instead, it is to promote “democracy”
and “equality;” not in their legal or civic sense, but in terms of the
engineering of a socialized citizenry. Public education became the
means of creating a social order of the educator’s design. Such men
saw themselves and the school in messianic terms. This book was
instrumental in launching the Christian school and homeschool
movements.

ki Jehn Aushommy

Hardback, 410 pages, index, $20.00

Mathematics: Is God Silent?

By James Nickel. This book revolutionizes the
prevailing understanding and teaching of math.
The addition of this book is a must for all upper-
level Christian school curricula and for college
students and adults interested in math or related
fields of science and religion. It will serve as a

s g silent?

solid refutation for the claim, often made in court, that mathematics
is one subject, which cannot be taught from a distinctively Biblical
perspective.

Revised and enlarged 2001 edition,
Paperback, 408 pages, $22.00

The Foundations of Christian Scholarship
Edited by Gary North. These are essays developing
the implications and meaning of the philosophy
of Dr. Cornelius Van Til for every area of life. The
chapters explore the implications of Biblical faith
for a variety of disciplines.

Paperback, 355 pages, indices, $24.00

The Victims of Dick and Jane
By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. America’s most

effective critic of public education shows us E 3 'T‘:rﬂaﬂ
how America’s public schools were remade E B s
by educators who used curriculum to create =

citizens suitable for their own vision of a 3

utopian socialist society. This collection of i i

essays will show you how and why America’s
public education declined. You will see the :
educator-engineered decline of reading skills. " g

The author describes the causes for the decline

and the way back to competent education methodologies that will
result in a self-educated, competent, and freedom-loving populace.

Paperback, 266 pages, index, $22.00 $17.00

american history & the constitution

Independent Republic ;
By Rousas John Rushdoony. First published in 1964, ;“ -
this series of essays gives important insightinto &
_-ﬂ‘ﬂlﬂf’.‘m |
1

American history by one who could trace American
development in terms of the Christian ideas which
gave it direction.

These essays will greatly alter your understanding
of, and appreciation for, American history. Topics
discussed include: the legal issues behind the War of Independence;
sovereignty as a theological tenet foreign to colonial political thought
and the Constitution; the desire for land as a consequence of the
belief in “inheriting the land” as a future blessing, not an immediate
economic asset; federalism’s localism as an inheritance of feudalism;
the local control of property as a guarantee of liberty; why federal
elections were long considered of less importance than local politics;
how early American ideas attributed to democratic thought were
based on religious ideals of communion and community; and the
absurdity of a mathematical concept of equality being applied to
people.

negleinl sih

Paperback, 163 pages, index, $17.00

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more




American History to 1865

Tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. These
tapes are the most theologically complete
assessment of early American history
available, yet retain a clarity and vividness
of expression that make them ideal

for students. Rev. Rushdoony reveals

a foundation of American History of
philosophical and theological substance.
He describes not just the facts of history,
but the leading motives and movements
in terms of the thinking of the day.
Though this series does not extend beyond 1865, that year marked
the beginning of the secular attempts to rewrite history. There can be
no understanding of American History without an understanding of
the ideas which undergirded its founding and growth. Set includes 18
tapes, student questions, and teacher’s answer key in album.

18 tapes in album, RR144ST-18,
Set of “American History to 1865, $90.00

Tapel 1. Motives of Discovery & Exploration I
2. Motives of Discovery & Exploration II
Tape2 3. Mercantilism
4. Feudalism, Monarchy & Colonies/The Fairfax Resolves 1-8
5. The Fairfax Resolves 9-24
6. The Declaration of Independence &
Articles of Confederation
Tape4 7. George Washington: A Biographical Sketch
8. The U.S. Constitution, I
Tape5 9. TheU.S. Constitution, IT
10. De Toqueville on Inheritance & Society
Tape6 11. Voluntary Associations & the Tithe
12. Eschatology & History
Tape7 13. Postmillennialism & the War of Independence
14. The Tyranny of the Majority
Tape 8 15. De Toqueville on Race Relations in America
16. The Federalist Administrations
Tape9 17. The Voluntary Church, I
18. The Voluntary Church, IT
Tape 10 19. The Jefferson Administration,
the Tripolitan War & the War of 1812
20. Religious Voluntarism on the Frontier, I
Tape 11 21. Religious Voluntarism on the Frontier, IT
22. The Monroe & Polk Doctrines
Tape 12 23. Voluntarism & Social Reform
24. Voluntarism & Politics
Tape 13 25. Chief Justice John Marshall: Problems of
Political Voluntarism
26. Andrew Jackson: His Monetary Policy
Tape 14 27. The Mexican War of 1846 / Calhoun’s Disquisition
28. De Toqueville on Democratic Culture
Tape 15 29. De Toqueville on Equality & Individualism
30. Manifest Destiny
Tape 16 31. The Coming of the Civil War
32. De Toqueville on the Family
Tape 17 33. De Toqueville on Democracy & Power
34. The Interpretation of History, I
Tape 18 35. The Interpretation of History, IT

Tape 3

The Nature of the American System

By R.J. Rushdoony. Originally published in 1965,
these essays were a continuation of the author’s
previous work, This Independent Republic, and
examine the interpretations and concepts which
have attempted to remake and rewrite America’s
past and present. “The writing of history then,
because man is neither autonomous, objective
nor ultimately creative, is always in terms of a
framework, a philosophical and ultimately religious framework in
the mind of the historian. ... To the orthodox Christian, the shabby
incarnations of the reigning historiographies are both absurd and
offensive. They are idols, and he is forbidden to bow down to them
and must indeed wage war against them”

Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

Retreat From Liberty -
A tape set by R.J. Rushdoony. 3 lessons on “The i

-

American Indian,”“A Return to Slavery;” and “The g
United Nations — A Religious Dream.”
3 cassette tapes, RR251ST-3, $9.00

The Influence of Historic Christianity on Early America
By Archie P Jones. Early America was founded -

upon the deep, extensive influence of Christianity
inherited from the medieval period and the
Protestant Reformation. That priceless heritage
was not limited to the narrow confines of

the personal life of the individual, nor to the
ecclesiastical structure. Christianity positively
and predominately (though not perfectly) shaped
culture, education, science, literature, legal
thought, legal education, political thought, law, politics, charity, and
missions.

Booklet, 88 pages, $6.00

The Future of the Conservative Movement
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. The Future of the
Conservative Movement explores the history,

movement, and lays the foundation for a viable
substitute to today’s compromising, floundering
conservatism.

Because the conservative movement, despite its
many sound features (including anti-statism and
anti-Communism), was not anchored in an unchangeable standard,
it eventually was hijacked from within and transformed into a scaled-
down version of the very liberalism it was originally calculated to
combat.

Booklet, 67 pages, $6.00

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more




The United States: A Christian Republic

By R.J. Rushdoony. The author demolishes the modern myth that the
United States was founded by deists or humanists bent on creating a
secular republic.

Pamphlet, 7 pages, $1.00

Biblical Faith and American History

By R.J. Rushdoony. America was a break with the neoplatonic view of
religion that dominated the medieval church. The Puritans and other
groups saw Scripture as guidance for every area of life because they
viewed its author as the infallible Sovereign over every area. America’s
fall into Arminianism and revivalism, however, was a return to the
neoplatonic error that transferred the world from Christ’s shoulders to
mans. The author saw a revival ahead in Biblical faith.

Pamphlet, 12 pages, $1.00

world history

A Christian Survey of World History
12 cassettes with notes, questions,
and answer key

in an attractive album

By R.J. Rushdoony. From tape 3:
“Can you see why a knowledge

of history is important—so that
we can see the issues as our Lord
presented them against the whole
backboard of history and to see
the battle as it is again lining up?
Because again we have the tragic
view of ancient Greece; again we
have the Persian view—tolerate both good and evil; again we have
the Assyrian-Babylonian-Egyptian view of chaos as the source of
regeneration. And we must therefore again find our personal and
societal regeneration in Jesus Christ and His Word—all things must
be made new in terms of His Word.”

Twelve taped lessons give an overview of history from ancient times
to the 20th century as only Rev. Rushdoony could. Text includes
fifteen chapters of class notes covering ancient history through the
Reformation. Text also includes review questions covering the tapes
and questions for thought and discussion. Album includes 12 tapes,
notes, and answer key.

12 tapes in album, RR160ST-12, Set of “A Christian Survey of
World History”, $75.00

Tapel 1. Timeand History: Why History is Important
Tape2 2. Israel, Egypt,and the Ancient Near East
Tape3 3. Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece and Jesus Christ
Tape4 4. The Roman Republic and Empire
Tape5 5. The Early Church

6. Byzantium
Tape6 7. Islam

8. The Frontier Age

Tape7 9. New Humanism or Medieval Period
Tape8 10. The Reformation
Tape9 11. Wars of Religion - So Called
12. The Thirty Years War
Tape 10 13. France: Louis XIV through Napoleon
Tape 11 14. England: The Puritans through Queen Victoria
Tape 12 15. 20" Century: The Intellectual - Scientific Elite

The Biblical Philosophy of History
By R.J. Rushdoony. For the orthodox Christian who
grounds his phﬂosophy of hlstory on the doctrme

rests on the foundation of eternity, on the eternal
decree of God. Time and history therefore have
meaning because they were created in terms of
God’s perfect and totally comprehensive plan. The _
humanist faces a meaningless world in which he

must strive to create and establish meaning. The Christian accepts

a world which is totally meaningful and in which every event moves
in terms of God’s purpose; he submits to God’s meaning and finds
his life therein. This is an excellent introduction to Rushdoony. Once
the reader sees Rushdoony’s emphasis on God’s sovereignty over

all of time and creation, he will understand his application of this
presupposition in various spheres of life and thought.

Paperback, 138 pages, $22.00

James I: The Fool as King

By Otto Scott. In this study, Otto Scott writes about
one of the “holy” fools of humanism who worked
against the faith from within. This is a major ke
historical work and marvelous reading. i

TR0
Hardback, 472 pages, $20.00

FOOLAS e

Christian Reconstruction in England
A cassette tape series by R.]. Rushdoony, T

previously released as English History examines S
the impact of John Wycliffe, Richard I11, Oliver
Cromwell, and John Milton on English history.

5 cassette tapes, RR135ST-5, $15.00

church history

The “Atheism” of the Early Church

By Rousas John Rushdoony. Early Christians were
called “heretics” and “atheists” when they denied
the gods of Rome, in particular the divinity of
the emperor and the statism he embodied in his
personality cult. These Christians knew that Jesus
Christ, not the state, was their Lord and that this
faith required a different kind of relationship to
the state than the state demanded. Because Jesus
Christ was their acknowledged Sovereign, they

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more




consciously denied such esteem to all other claimants. Today the
church must take a similar stand before the modern state.

Paperback, 64 pages, $12.00

The Foundations of Social Order: Studies in
the Creeds and Councils of the Early Church
By R.J. Rushdoony. Every social order rests on a
creed, on a concept of life and law, and represents a
religion in action. The basic faith of a society means
growth in terms of that faith. Now the creeds and
councils of the early church, in hammering out
definitions of doctrines, were also laying down the
foundations of Christendom with them. The life of a
society is its creed; a dying creed faces desertion or subversion readily.
Because of its indifference to its creedal basis in Biblical Christianity,
western civilization is today facing death and is in a life and death
struggle with humanism.

Paperback, 197 pages, index, $16.00

philosophy

The Death of Meaning

By Rousas John Rushdoony. For centuries on end,
humanistic philosophers have produced endless
books and treatises which attempt to explain
reality without God or the mediatory work of His
Son, Jesus Christ. Modern philosophy has sought

to explain man and his thought process without
acknowledging God, His Revelation, or man’s sin.
God holds all such efforts in derision and subjects
their authors and adherents to futility. Philosophers
who rebel against God are compelled to abandon meaning itself, for
they possess neither the tools nor the place to anchor it. The works of
darkness championed by philosophers past and present need to be
exposed and reproved.

In this volume, Dr. Rushdoony clearly enunciates each major
philosopher’s position and its implications, identifies the intellectual
and moral consequences of each school of thought, and traces the
dead-end to which each naturally leads. There is only one foundation.
Without Christ, meaning and morality are anchored to shifting sand,
and a counsel of despair prevails. This penetrating yet brief volume
provides clear guidance, even for laymen unfamiliar with philosophy.

Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

The Word of Flux: Modern Man and the Problem
of Knowledge

By R.J. Rushdoony. Modern man has a problem with
knowledge. He cannot accept God’s Word about the
world or anything else, so anything which points

to God must be called into question. Man, once he
makes himself ultimate, is unable to know anything

but himself. Because of this impass, modern thinking has become
progressively pragmatic. This book will lead the reader to understand
that this problem of knowledge underlies the isolation and self-
torment of modern man. Can you know anything if you reject God
and His revelation? This book takes the reader into the heart of
modern man’ intellectual dilemma.

Paperback, 127 pages, indices, $19.00

To Be As God: A Study of Modern Thought
Since the Marquis De Sade

By R.J. Rushdoony. This monumental work is a
series of essays on the influential thinkers and
ideas in modern times. The author begins with
De Sade, who self-consciously broke with any T
Christian basis for morality and law. Enlightenment .g/y
thinking began with nature as the only reality, and
Christianity was reduced to one option among many. It was then, in
turn, attacked as anti-democratic and anti-freedom for its dogmatic
assertion of the supernatural. Literary figures such as Shelly, Byron,
Whitman, and more are also examined, for the Enlightenment
presented both the intellectual and the artist as replacement for the
theologian and his church. Ideas, such as “the spirit of the age,” truth,
reason, Romanticism, persona, and Gnosticism are related to the
desire to negate God and Christian ethics. Reading this book will
help you understand the need to avoid the syncretistic blending of
humanistic philosophy with the Christian faith.

Paperback, 230 pages, indices, $21.00

By What Standard?

By R.J. Rushdoony. An introduction into the
problems of Christian philosophy. It focuses on
the philosophical system of Dr. Cornelius Van Til,
which in turn is founded upon the presuppositions
of an infallible revelation in the Bible and the
necessity of Christian theology for all philosophy.
This is Rushdoony’s foundational work on
philosophy.

sHAatenD?

Hardback, 212 pages, index, $14.00

The One and the Many

By R.J. Rushdoony. Subtitled Studies in the

Philosophy of Order and Ultimacy, this work

discusses the problem of understanding unity vs.

particularity, oneness vs. individuality. “Whether
recognized or not, every argument and every
theological, philosophical, political, or any other
exposition is based on a presupposition about
man, God, and society—about reality. This —
presupposition rules and determines the conclusion; the effect is the
result of a cause. And one such basic presupposition is with reference
to the one and the many.” The author finds the answer in the Biblical
doctrine of the Trinity.

Paperback, 375 pages, index, $15.00

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more




The Flight from Humanity

By R.J. Rushdoony. Subtitled A Study of the Effect of
Neoplatonism on Christianity.

Neoplatonism is a Greek philosophical assumption

about the world. It views that which is form or spirit

(such as mind) as good and that which is physical

(flesh) as evil. But Scripture says all of man fell into ~ -=-<*=""
sin, not just his flesh. The first sin was the desire

to be as god, determining good and evil apart

from God (Gen. 3:5). Neoplatonism presents man’s dilemma as a
metaphysical one, whereas Scripture presents it as a moral problem.
Basing Christianity on this false Neoplatonic idea will always shift the
faith from the Biblical perspective. The ascetic quest sought to take
refuge from sins of the flesh but failed to address the reality of sins of
the heart and mind. In the name of humility, the ascetics manifested
arrogance and pride. This pagan idea of spirituality entered the
church and is the basis of some chronic problems in Western
civilization.

Paperback, 66 pages, $5.00

Humanism, the Deadly Deception

A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. Six lessons
present humanism as a religious faith of sinful
men. Humanistic views of morality and law are
contrasted with the Christian view of faith and
providence.

3 cassette tapes, RR137ST-3, $9.00

N E T

Epistemology: How Do We Know?

A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. Eleven lessons

on the discipline largely ignored by the modern
thinker. Learn how philosophers such as Descartes
and Camus changed modern thought. See how
circular reasoning is an unavoidable fact of

mans creaturehood. Understand how modern man is increasingly
irrational, as witness the “death of god” movement. This is a good
companion set to the author’s book, The Word of Flux.

4 cassette tapes, RR101ST-4, $12.00

A History of Modern Philosophy

A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. Nine lessons trace
modern thought. Hear a Christian critique of
Descartes, Berkeley, Kant, Hegel, Marx, Sade, and
Genet. Learn how modern philosophy has been
used to deny a Christian world-view and propose a
new order, a new morality, and a new man.

8 cassette tapes, RR261ST-8, $21.00
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psychology

Politics of Guilt and Pity

By R.J. Rushdoony. From the foreword by Steve
Schlissel: “Rushdoony sounds the clarion call of
liberty for all who remain oppressed by Christian
leaders who wrongfully lord it over the souls of
God’s righteous ones.... I pray that the entire
book will not only instruct you in the method
and content of a Biblical worldview, but actually
bring you further into the glorious freedom of
the children of God. Those who walk in wisdom’s
ways become immune to the politics of guilt and pity”

Hardback, 371 pages, index, $20.00

Revolt Against Maturity

By.R.J. Rushdoony. This is a study of the Biblical
doctrine of psychology. The Biblical view sees
psychology as a branch of theology dealing with
man as a fallen creature marked by a revolt against

maturity. .ﬁ@d‘l i
Hardback, 334 pages, index, $18.00 e

science

The Mythology of Science

By R.J. Rushdoony. This book points out the
fraud of the empirical claims of much modern
science since Charles Darwin. This book is about
the religious nature of evolutionary thought,
how these religious presuppositions underlie
our modern intellectual paradigm, and how
they are deferred to as sacrosanct by institutions
and disciplines far removed from the empirical
sciences. The “mythology” of modern science is its religious devotion
to the myth of evolution. Evolution “so expresses or coincides

with the contemporary spirit that its often radical contradictions

and absurdities are never apparent, in that they express the basic
presuppositions, however untenable, of everyday life and thought” In
evolution, man is the highest expression of intelligence and reason,
and such thinking will not yield itself to submission to a God it views
as a human cultural creation, useful, if at all, only in a cultural context.
The basis of science and all other thought will ultimately be found in
a higher ethical and philosophical context; whether or not this is seen
as religious does not change the nature of that context. “Part of the
mythology of modern evolutionary science is its failure to admit that
itis a faith-based paradigm?”

Paperback, 134 pages, $17.00

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more




Alive: An Enquiry into the Origin and
Meaning of Life

By Dr. Magnus Verbrugge, M.D. This study is of =
major importance as a critique of scientific theory, ==
evolution, and contemporary nihilism in scientific ﬁ :
thought. Dr. Verbrugge, son-in-law of the late
Dr. H. Dooyeweerd and head of the Dooyeweerd ~— MS=Twg
Foundation, applies the insights of Dooyeweerd’s mﬁiﬂ,
thinking to the realm of science. Animism and

humanism in scientific theory are brilliantly discussed.

Paperback, 159 pages, $14.00

Creation According to the Scriptures
Edited by P. Andrew Sandlin. Subtitled: A
Presuppositional Defense of Literal Six-Day
Creation, this symposium by thirteen authors
is a direct frontal assault on all waffling views
of Biblical creation. It explodes the “Framework
Hypothesis,” so dear to the hearts of many
respectability-hungry Calvinists, and it throws
down the gauntlet to all who believe they can
maintain a consistent view of Biblical infallibility while abandoning
literal, six-day creation. It is a must reading for all who are observing
closely the gradual defection of many allegedly conservative churches
and denominations, or who simply want a greater grasp of an
orthodox, God-honoring view of the Bible.

Paperback, 159 pages, $18.00

economics

Making Sense of Your Dollars:
A Biblical Approach to Wealth
By Ian Hodge. The author puts the creation and use g
of wealth in their Biblical context. Debt has put the :
economies of nations and individuals in dangerous
straits. This book discusses why a business is

the best investment, as well as the issues of debt
avoidance and insurance. Wealth is a tool for
dominion men to use as faithful stewards.

Paperback, 192 pages, index, $12.00

Larceny in the Heart: The Economics of
Satan and the Inflationary State

By R.J. Rushdoony. In this study, first published
under the title Roots of Inflation, the reader sees
why envy often causes the most successful and
advanced members of society to be deemed
criminals. The reader is shown how envious
man finds any superiority in others intolerable
and how this leads to a desire for a leveling.
The author uncovers the larceny in the heart of

man and its results. See how class warfare and a social order based
on conflict lead to disaster. This book is essential reading for an
understanding of the moral crisis of modern economics and the only
certain long-term cure.

Paperback, 144 pages, indices, $18.00

Christianity and Capitalism

By R.J. Rushdoony. In a simple, straightforward style, the Christian
case for capitalism is presented. Capital, in the form of individual and
family property, is protected in Scripture and is necessary for liberty.

Pamphlet, 8 pages, $1.00

A Christian View of Vocation:

The Glory of the Mundane

By Terry Applegate. To many Christians, business is .
a“dirty” occupation fit only for greedy, manipulative 1 é) A,
unbelievers. The author, a successful Christian ) J
businessman, explodes this myth in this hard- s
hitting title.

A Elwaanun e
oy Yiakiain

Pamphlet, 12 pages, $1.00

biblical studies

Genesis, Volume | of Commentaries

on the Pentateuch

By Rousas John Rushdoony. Genesis begins the
Bible, and is foundational to it. In recent years, it
has become commonplace for both humanists
and churchmen to sneer at anyone who takes
Genesis 1-11 as historical. Yet to believe in

the myth of evolution is to accept trillions of
miracles to account for our cosmos. Spontaneous
generation, the development of something out of
nothing, and the blind belief in the miraculous powers of chance,
require tremendous faith. Darwinism is irrationality and insanity
compounded. Theology without literal six-day creationism becomes
alien to the God of Scripture because it turns from the God Who
acts and Whose Word is the creative word and the word of power,

to a belief in process as god. The god of the non-creationists is the
creation of man and a figment of their imagination. They must play
games with the Bible to vindicate their position. Evolution is both
naive and irrational. Its adherents violate the scientific canons they
profess by their fanatical and intolerant belief. The entire book of
Genesis is basic to Biblical theology. The church needs to re-study it
to recognize its centrality.

Foizee o Bizhnnry

Hardback, 297 pages, indices, $45.00

Exodus, Volume Il of Commentaries

on the Pentateuch

Essentially, all of mankind is on some sort of an
exodus. However, the path of fallen man is vastly

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more




different from that of the righteous. Apart from Jesus Christ and His
atoning work, the exodus of a fallen humanity means only a further
descent from sin into death. But in Christ, the exodus is now a glorious

Therefore, if we are to better understand the gracious

provisions made for us in the “promised land” of the New

Covenant, a thorough examination into the historic path of Israel as
described in the book of Exodus is essential. It is to this end that this
volume was written.

Hardback, 554 pages, indices, $45.00

Leviticus, Volume Il of Commentaries

on the Pentateuch

The book of Leviticus has not been a popular
subject of study in the modern church. Much like
the book of Proverbs, any emphasis upon the
practical applications of God’s law is readily shunned
in pursuit of more “spiritual” studies. Books like
Leviticus are considered dull, overbearing, and
irrelevant. To be spiritual, in the modern sense of the term, means to
live on a “higher” level where today’s Christian is governed more by
the impressions of the heart than a carnal commandment.

But man was created in God’s image and is duty-bound to develop
the implications of that image by obedience to God’s law. In this
volume, the author writes, “Man cannot develop his personhood
except in terms of God and His law-word. Even as God separated
man from the dust of the earth to make him a living soul (Gen. 2:7),
so0 God summons covenant man in Leviticus to separate himself to
the Covenant Lord and to become holy even as God Himself is holy.
The law or justice of God is the way of holiness.”

The book of Leviticus contains over ninety references to the word
holy. The purpose, therefore, of this third book of the Pentateuch

is to demonstrate the legal foundation of holiness in the totality

of our lives. In the book of Zechariah, the prophet proclaims a day
when “there shall be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS TO
THE LORD” (Zech. 14:20). This same inscription is borne upon the
garments of the high priest, and pictures for us a day in which every
area of life shall be made holy to the Lord. This present study is
dedicated to equipping His church for that redemptive mission.

Hardback, 449 pages, indices, $45.00

The Gospel of John

By R.J. Rushdoony. In this commentary the
author maps out the glorious gospel of John,
starting from the obvious parallel to Genesis 1
(“In the beginning was the Word”) and through
to the glorious conclusion of Christ’s death and
resurrection. Nothing more clearly reveals the
gospel than Christ’s atoning death and His resurrection. They tell
us that Jesus Christ has destroyed the power of sin and death. John
therefore deliberately limits the number of miracles he reports

in order to point to and concentrate on our Lord’s death and
resurrection. The Jesus of history is He who made atonement for
us, died, and was resurrected. His life cannot be understood apart
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ascent into the justice and dominion of the everlasting Kingdom of God.

from this, nor can we know His history in any other light. This is why
John’s “testimony is true;” and, while books filling the earth could not
contain all that could be said, the testimony given by John is “faithful”

Hardback, 320 pages, indices, $26.00

Companion tape series to The Gospel of John i Jidoke,

A cassette series by R.J. Rushdoony. Seventy sermons ¢ o &
cover John's entire gospel and parallel the chapters w
in the author’s commentary, The Gospel of John,

making this a valuable group Bible study series.
39 cassette tapes, RR197ST-39, $108.00

Chariots of Prophetic Fire:

Studies in Elijah and Elisha

By R.]. Rushdoony. See how close Israel’s
religious failure resembles our own! Read this
to see how the modern Christian is again guilty
of Baal worship, of how inflation-fed prosperity
caused a loosening of morals, syncretism and a
decline in educational performance.

As in the days of Elijah and Elisha, it is once
again said to be a virtue to tolerate evil and condemn those who
do not. This book will challenge you to resist compromise and the
temptation of expediency. It will help you take a stand by faith for
God’s truth in a culture of falsehoods.

Hardback, 163 pages, indices, $30.00

HOMANES &
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Romans and Galatians

By R.J. Rushdoony. From the author’s
introduction: “I do not disagree with

the liberating power of the Reformation
interpretation, but I believe that it provides
simply the beginning of our understanding of
Romans, not its conclusion....

The great problem in the church’s interpretation
of Scripture has been its ecclesiastical orientation, as though God
speaks only to the church, and commands only the church. The
Lord God speaks in and through His Word to the whole man, to
every man, and to every area of life and thought.. .. To assume

that the Triune Creator of all things is in His word and person only
relevant to the church is to deny His Lordship or sovereignty. If we
turn loose the whole Word of God onto the church and the world, we
shall see with joy its power and glory. This is the purpose of my brief
comments on Romans”

Hardback, 446 pages, indices, $24.00

Companion tape series to Romans and Galatians

Romans - “Living by Faith”

A cassette series by R.J. Rushdoony. Sixty-three | HE
sermons on Paul’s epistle. Use as group Bible
study with Romans and Galatians.

32 cassette tapes, RR414 ST-32, $96.00

-

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more




Galatians - “Living by Faith” I Corinthians - “Godly Social Order”
A cassette series by R.J. Rushdoony. These nineteen sermons 47 lessons. 25 cassette tapes, RR417ST-25, $75.00

completed his study and commentary.
P ek ! II Corinthians - “Godly Social Order”

10 cassette tapes, RR415ST-10, $30.00 25 lessons. 13 cassette tapes, RR416ST-13, $39.00

I John

15 lessons on the first epistle of John, plus a bonus lesson on the
incarnation. Rev. Rushdoony passed away before he could complete
this, his last sermon series.

16 lessons. 8 cassette tapes, RR419ST-8, $24.00

Hebrews, James and Jude

By R.J. Rushdoony. There is a resounding call in
Hebrews, which we cannot forget without going
astray: “Let us go forth therefore unto him without
the camp, bearing his reproach” (13:13). Thisisa
summons to serve Christ the Redeemer-King fully
and faithfully, without compromise.

Exegetical Sermon Series by Rev. Mark R. Rushdoony

When James, in his epistle, says that faith without [0 00 0 Galatians - “Heresy in Galatia”

works is dead, he tells us that faith is not a mere 10 lessons. 5 cassette tapes, MR100ST-5, $15.00
matter of words, but it is of necessity a matter of life. “Pure religion
and undefiled” requires Christian charity and action. Anything
short of this is a self-delusion. James’s letter is a corrective the
church needs badly. Colossians - “The Sufficiency of Christ”

Jude similarly recalls us to Jesus Christ’s apostolic commission, 10 lessons. 5 cassette tapes, MR101ST-5, $15.00
“Remember ye the words which have been spoken before by the
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 17). Jude’s letter reminds us
of the necessity for a new creation beginning with us, and of the
inescapable triumph of the Kingdom of God. II Timothy - “Faithfulness and Diligence”

14 lessons. 7 cassette tapes, MR106ST-7,$21.00

Ephesians - “Partakers of God’s Promise”
24 lessons. 12 cassette tapes, MR108ST-12, $36.00

I Timothy - “Right Doctrine and Practice”
27 lessons. 14 cassette tapes, MR102ST-14, $42.00

Hardback, 260 pages, $30.00
Titus - “Speak with All Authority”
Companion tape series to Hebrews, James : 11 lessons. 6 cassette tapes, MR105ST-6, $18.00

and Jude . .
s, Philemon - “For My Son, Onesimus”
Hebrew and James - “The True Mediator” w 4 lessons. 2 cassette tapes, MR107ST-2, $6.00
At ies by R.]. Rushdoony. 48 | .
ape series by RJ. Rushdoony. 48 lessons “Doers of the Word”- Sermons in James
Hebrews and James.

7 lessons. 4 cassette tapes, MR104ST-4, $12.00
26 cassette tapes, RR198ST-26, $75.00

Jude - “Enemies in the Church” theolo §)

A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. 4 lessons on Jude by R.J. Rushdoony.

2 cassette tapes, RR400ST-2, $9.00 S.ystematic Theology
(in two volumes)

By R.]. Rushdoony. Theology belongs

X

More Exegetical Tape Series by Rev. R.J. Rushdoony

in the pulpit, the school, the workplace, ‘:EEL_T . ;
Exodus - “Unity of Law and Grace” the family and everywhere. Society as U e i
125 lessons. 70 cassette tapes, RR171ST-70, $195.00 a whole is weakened when theology SRR e

is neglected. Without a systematic

application of theology, too often people

approach the Bible with a smorgasbord

Numbers - “Faith, Law and History” mentality, picking and choosing that which pleases

63 lessons. 38 cassette tapes, RR181ST-38, $102.00 them. This two-volume set addresses this subject in order to assist in
the application of the Word of God to every area of life and thought.

Leviticus - “The Law of Holiness and Grace”
79 lessons. 40 cassette tapes, RR172ST-40, $120.00

Deuteronomy - “The Law and the Family”

110 lessons. 63 cassette tapes, RR187ST-63, $168.00 Hardback, 1301 pages, indices, $70.00 per set

The Sermon on the Mount
25 lessons. 13 cassette tapes, RR412ST-13, $39.00

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more




Companion tape series to R. J. Rushdoony's

Systematic Theology

These tape series represent just a few of the many topics represented
in the above work. They are useful for Bible study groups, Sunday
Schools, etc. All are by Rev. R. ]. Rushdoony.

Creation and Providence PN
17 lessons. 9 cassette tapes, RR407ST-9, o TS
$27.00

The Doctrine of the Covenant
22 lessons. 11 cassette tapes, RR406ST-11,
$33.00

The Doctrine of Sin
22 lessons. 11 cassette tapes, RR409ST-11, $33.00

The Doctrine of Salvation
20 lessons. 10 cassette tapes, RR408ST-10, $30.00

The Doctrine of the Church
30 lessons. 17 cassette tapes, RR401ST-17, $45.00

The Theology of the Land
20 lessons. 10 cassette tapes, RR403ST-10, $30.00

The Theology of Work
19 lessons. 10 cassette tapes, RR404ST-10, $30.00

The Doctrine of Authority
19 lessons. 10 cassette tapes, RR402ST-10, $30.00

Infallibility and Interpretation

By Rousas John Rushdoony & P. Andrew Sandlin.
The authors argue for infallibility from a distinctly
presuppositional perspective. That is, their
arguments are unapologetically circular because
they believe all ultimate claims are based on one’s
beginning assumptions. The question of Biblical \
infallibility rests ultimately in one’s belief about the FEsEEr
character of God. They believe man is a creature —
of faith, not, following the Enlightenment’s humanism, of reason.
They affirm Biblical infallibility because the God Whom the Bible
reveals could speak in no other way than infallibly, and because the
Bible in which God is revealed asserts that God alone speaks infallibly.
Men deny infallibility to God not for intellectual reasons, but for
ethical reasons—they are sinners in rebellion against God and His
authority in favor of their own. The authors wrote convinced that

only by a recovery of faith in an infallible Bible and obedience to its
every command can Christians hope to turn back evil both in today’s
church and culture.

Paperback, 100 pages, $6.00

Predestination in Light of the Cross

By John B. King, Jr. This book is a thorough
presentation of the Biblical doctrine of absolute
predestination from both the dogmatic and

systematic perspectives. The author defends predestination from

the perspective of Martin Luther, showing he was as vigorously
predestinarian as John Calvin. At the same time, the author provides a
compellingly systematic theological understanding of predestination.
This book will give the reader a fuller understanding of the
sovereignty of God.

Paperback, 314 pages, $24.00

The Lordship of Christ Tt
By Arend ten Pas. The author shows that to limit Christ’s ‘“';"-'

work in history to salvation and not to include lordship is
destructive of the faith and leads to false doctrine.

Booklet, 29 pages, $2.50

The Church Is Israel Now

By Charles D. Provan. For the last century,
Christians have been told that God has an
unconditional love for persons racially descended
from Abraham. Membership in Israel is said to be

a matter of race, not faith. This book repudiates R e

such a racialist viewpoint and abounds in o 1 Los

Scripture references which show that the blessings Iﬂ i .‘1
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of Israel were transferred to all those who accept
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

Paperback, 74 pages, $12.00

The Guise of Every Graceless Heart

By Terrill Irwin Elniff. An extremely important =
and fresh study of Puritan thought in early =
America. On Biblical and theological grounds, :
Puritan preachers and writers challenged the =ik S as
autonomy of man, though not always consistently. = . L. =
aFJ.Ef-.'T Graelos

Hardback, 120 pages, $7.00

The Great Christian Revolution

By Otto Scott, Mark R. Rushdoony, R.]. Rushdoony,
John Lofton, and Martin Selbrede. A major

work on the impact of Reformed thinking on

our civilization. Some of the studies, historical
and theological, break new ground and provide
perspectives previously unknown or neglected.
Hardback, 327 pages, $22.00 Imt_; e |
The Necessity for Systematic Theology

By R.J. Rushdoony. Scripture gives us as its underlying unity a unified
doctrine of God and His order. Theology must be systematic to be
true to the God of Scripture.

Booklet (now part of the author’s Systematic Theology),
74 pages, $2.00

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more




Keeping Our Sacred Trust h
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. The Bible and the |
Christian Faith have been under attack in one way |+ - A R
or another throughout much of the history of the | = "%

church, but only in recent times have these attacks m E ﬁ

been perceived within the church as a healthy

alternative to orthodoxy. This book is a trumpet

blast heralding a full-orbed, Biblical, orthodox e
Christianity. The hope of the modern world is not

a passive compromise with passing heterodox fads, but aggressive
devotion to the time-honored Faith “once delivered to the saints.”

Paperback, 167 pages, $19.00

Infallibility: An Inescapable Concept

By R.J. Rushdoony. “The doctrine of the infallibility of Scripture can
be denied, but the concept of infallibility as such cannot be logically
denied. Infallibility is an inescapable concept. If men refuse to ascribe
infallibility to Scripture, it is because the concept has been transferred
to something else. The word infallibility is not normally used in these
transfers; the concept is disguised and veiled, but in a variety of ways,
infallibility is ascribed to concepts, things, men and institutions.”

Booklet (now part of the author’s Systematic Theology),
69 pages, $2.00

The Incredible Scofield and His Book

By Joseph M. Canfield. This powerful and fully documented study
exposes the questionable background and faulty theology of the
man responsible for the popular Scofield Reference Bible, which did
much to promote the dispensational system. The story is disturbing
in its historical account of the illusive personality canonized as a
dispensational saint and calls into question the seriousness of his
motives and scholarship.

Hardback, 314 pages, $20.00

The Will of God of the Will of Man

By Mark R. Rushdoony. God’s will and man’s will are both involved in
man’s salvation, but the church has split in answering the question,
“Whose will is determinative?”

Pamphlet, 5 pages, $1.00

taking dominion

Christianity and the State
By R.J. Rushdoony. This book develops a Biblical
view of the state against the modern state’s

humanism and its attempts to govern all spheres
of life.

Hardback, 192 pages, indices, $18.00

O

AN TH: ETaTE™

Tithing and Dominion

By Edward A. Powell and R.J. Rushdoony. God’s Kingdom covers all
things in its scope, and its immediate ministry includes, according

to Scripture, the ministry of grace (the church), instruction (the
Christian and homeschool), help to the needy (the diaconate), and
many other things. God’s appointed means for financing His Kingdom
activities is centrally the tithe. This work affirms that the Biblical
requirement of tithing is a continuing aspect of God’s law-word and
cannot be neglected. This book is “must reading” as Christians work
to take dominion in the Lord’s name.

Hardback, 146 pages, index, $12.00

Salvation and Godly Rule

By R.J. Rushdoony. Salvation in Scripture includes
in its meaning “health” and “victory.” By limiting
the meaning of salvation, men have limited the
power of God and the meaning of the Gospel.

Paperback, 512 pages, indices, $35.00

A Conquering Faith

By William O. Einwechter. This monograph takes
on the doctrinal defection of today’s church

by providing Christians with an introductory
treatment of six vital areas of Christian doctrine:
God’s sovereignty, Christ’s Lordship, God’s law, the @
authority of Scripture, the dominion mandate,and
the victory of Christ and His church in history. This §
easy-to-read booklet is a welcome antidote to the
humanistic theology of the 21% century church.

Booklet, 44 pages, $8.00

Noble Savages: Exposing the Worldview
of Pornographers and Their War Against
Christian Civilization

In this powerful book Noble Savages (formerly
The Politics of Pornography) Rushdoony
demonstrates that in order for modern man to
justify his perversion he must reject the Biblical
doctrine of the fall of man. If there is no fall, the
Marquis de Sade argued, then all that man does
is normative. Rushdoony concluded, “[T]he world will soon catch up
with Sade, unless it abandons its humanistic foundations.”

In his conclusion Rushdoony wrote, “Symptoms are important

and sometimes very serious, but it is very wrong and dangerous to
treat symptoms rather than the underlying disease. Pornography

is a symptom; it is not the problem” What is the problem? It’s the
philosophy behind pornography — the rejection of the fall of man
that makes normative all that man does. Learn it all in this timeless
classic.

Paperback, 148 pages, $18.00
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Towards a Christian Marriage

Edited by Elizabeth Fellerson. The law of God makes clear how
important and how central marriage is. God the Son came into the
world neither through church nor state but through a family. This
tells us that marriage, although nonexistent in heaven, is, all the
same, central to this world. We are to live here under God as physical
creatures whose lives are given their great training-ground in terms
of the Kingdom of God by marriage. Our Lord stresses the fact that
marriage is our normal calling. This book consists of essays on the
importance of a proper Christian perspective on marriage.

Hardback, 43 pages, $8.00

The Theology of the State

A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. 37 lessons that are also from a
portion of Rev. Rushdoony’s

2-volume Systematic Theology.

14 cassette tapes, RR405ST-14, $42.00

Roots of Reconstruction

By R.J. Rushdoony. This large volume provides all of Rushdoony’s
Chalcedon Report articles from the beginning in 1965 to mid-1989.
These articles were, with his books, responsible for the Christian
Reconstruction and theonomy movements.

Hardback, 1124 pages, $20.00

A Comprehensive Faith

Edited by Andrew Sandlin. This is the surprise
Festschrift presented to R.J. Rushdoony at his
80th birthday celebration in April, 1996. These
essays are in gratitude to Rush’s influence and
elucidate the importance of his theological and
philosophical contributions in numerous fields.
Contributors include Theodore Letis, Brian
Abshire, Steve Schlissel, Joe Morecraft III, Jean-
Marc Berthoud, Byron Snapp, Samuel Blumenfeld, Christine and
Thomas Schirrmacher, Herbert W. Titus, Owen Fourie, Ellsworth
McIntyre, Howard Phillips, Joseph McAuliffe, Andrea Schwartz, David
Estrada-Herrero, Stephen Perks, Ian Hodge, and Colonel V. Doner. Also
included is a forward by John Frame and a brief biographical sketch
of R.J. Rushdoony’s life by Mark Rushdoony. This book was produced
as a “top-secret” project by Friends of Chalcedon and donated to Ross
House Books. It is sure to be a collector’s item one day.

Hardback, 244 pages, $23.00

The Church as God's Armory LI
By Brian Abshire. What if they gave a war and _ [ T
nobody came? In the great spiritual battles of the ‘,EB"}W )
last century, with the soul of an entire culture at m‘m‘%‘
stake, a large segment of the evangelical church ? T e
went AWOL. Christians retreated into a religious | e
ghetto, conceding the world to the Devil and ﬂ’lﬂﬁ_’ﬂlﬁiﬁ
hoping anxiously that the rapture would come

soon and solve all their problems. But the rapture did not come, and
our nation only slid further into sin.

God’s people must be taught how to fight and win the battles ahead. In
this small volume, you will discover how the church is God’s armory,
designed by Him to equip and train His people for spiritual war and
prepare them for victory.

Booklet, 83 pages, $6.00

Dominion-oriented tape series by
Rev. R.J. Rushdoony

The Doctrine of the Family

10 lessons that also form part of the author’s 2-
volume Systematic Theology.

5 cassette tapes, RR410ST-5, $15.00

E = '

Christian Ethics

8 lessons on ethics, change, freedom, the Kingdom of God,
dominion, and understanding the future.

8 cassette tapes, RR132ST-8, $24.00

The Total Crown Rights of Christ the King
6 lessons on victory and dominion.
3 cassette tapes, CN103ST-3, $9.00

Tape series by Rev. Douglas F. Kelly

Reclaiming God’s World

3 lessons on secularism vs. Christianity, restoration in the church,
and revival.

3 cassette tapes, DK106ST-3, $9.00

eschatology

Thy Kingdom Come: Studies in Daniel

and Revelation

By R.J. Rushdoony. First published in 1970,

this book helped spur the modern rise of
postmillennialism. Revelation’s details are

often perplexing, even baffling, and yet its main
meaning is clear—it is a book about victory. It tells
us that our faith can only result in victory. “This

is the victory that overcomes the world, even our
faith” (1 John 5:4). This is why knowing Revelation is so important. It
assures us of our victory and celebrates it. Genesis 3 tells us of the fall
of man into sin and death. Revelation gives us man’s victory in Christ
over sin and death. The vast and total victory, in time and eternity, set
forth by John in Revelation is too important to bypass. This victory

is celebrated in Daniel and elsewhere, in the entire Bible. We are not
given a Messiah who is a loser. These eschatological texts make clear
that the essential good news of the entire Bible is victory, total victory.

Paperback, 271 pages, $19.00

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more




Thine is the Kingdom:

A Study of the Postmillennial Hope
Edited by Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr. Israel’s
misunderstanding of eschatology eventually
destroyed her by leading her to reject the
Messiah and the coming of the Kingdom

of Heaven. Likewise, false eschatological
speculation is destroying the church today, by
leading her to neglect her Christian calling
and to set forth false expectations. In this
volume, edited by Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., the reader is presented with
ablend of Biblical exegesis of key Scripture passages, theological
reflection on important doctrinal issues, and practical application for
faithful Christian living.

Thine is the Kingdom lays the scriptural foundation for a Biblically-
based, hope-filled postmillennial eschatology, while showing

what it means to be postmillennial in the real world. The book

is both an introduction to and defense of the eschatology of

victory. Chapters include contemporary writers Keith A. Mathison,
William O. Einwechter, Jeffrey Ventrella, and Kenneth L. Gentry,

Jr., as well as chapters by giants of the faith Benjamin B. Warfield
and J.A. Alexander. This work should prove immensely helpful for
understanding and defending the postmillennial hope. It should also
enliven our prayer to God as we faithfully pray: “Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. ... thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen?”

Paperback, 260 pages, $22.00

God's Plan for Victory
By R.J. Rushdoony. An entire generation of victory- »f_—_m
minded Christians, spurred by the victorious F.! '
postmillennial vision of Chalcedon, has emerged |
to press what the Puritan Fathers called “the
Crown Rights of Christ the King” in all areas of ey e
TR AR
modern life. Central to that optimistic generation | srziami sfwalizi |
is Rousas John Rushdoony’s jewel of a study, God’s | R}, @ﬁ "I
Plan for Victory (originally published in 1977).
The founder of the Christian Reconstruction movement set forth
in potent, cogent terms the older Puritan vision of the irrepressible
advancement of Christ’s kingdom by His faithful saints employing the
entire law-Word of God as the program for earthly victory.

Booklet, 41 pages, $6.00

Eschatology

A 32-lesson tape series by Rev. R.]J. Rushdoony. HEIRT T
Learn about the meaning of eschatology for P i)
everyday life, the covenant and eschatology,
the restoration of God’s order, the resurrection,
the last judgment, paradise, hell, the second
coming, the new creation, and the relationship
of eschatology to man’s duty.

16 cassette tapes, RR411ST-16, $48.00

biography

Back Again Mr. Begbie

The Life Story of Rev. Lt. Col. R.J.G.

Begbie OBE

This biography is more than a story of the three
careers of one remarkable man. It is a chronicle of
a son of old Christendom as a leader of Christian
revival in the twentieth century. Personal history
shows the greater story of what the Holy Spirit can
and does do in the evangelization of the world.

Paperback, 357 pages, $24.00

journals

The Journal of Christian Reconstruction

The purpose of the Journal is to rethink every area
of life and thought and to do so in the clearest
possible terms. The Journal strives to recover the
great intellectual heritage of the Christian Faith
and is a leading dispenser of Christian scholarship.
Each issue provides in-depth studies on how the
Christian Faith applies in modern life. A collection
of the Journal constitutes a reference library of
seminal issues of our day.

Volume Discounts: You may deduct 25% if ordering six or
more issues (see order form).

Vol. 1, No. 1: Symposium on Creation
Geological, mathematical, philosophical, biological, theological and
other approaches to the subject of creation. $13.00

Vol. 1, No. 2: Symposium on Satanism
Occultism from the days of the early church to the present, its
meaning, and the Christian perspective. $13.00

Vol. 2, No. 1: Symposium on Christian Economics

Medieval, Reformation, and contemporary developments, the causes
of inflation, Manichaenism, law and economics, and much more.
$13.00

Vol. 2, No. 2: Symposium on Biblical Law

What Scripture tells us about law, the coming crisis in criminal
investigation, pornography, community, the function of law, and
much more. $13.00

Vol. 3, No. 1: Symposium on Christianity and the American
Revolution

The Christian root, the religious liberty issue, the Franklin legends,
myths and realities of 1776. $13.00

Vol. 5, No. 1: Symposium on Politics
Modern politics is highly religious, but its religion is humanism.
This journal examines the Christian alternative. $13.00

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more




Vol. 8, No. 1: Symposium on Social Action

The Christian mission is to every area of life, including the social
structures, and hence all areas are to be brought under Christ’s
domain. $13.00

Vol. 8, No. 2: Symposium on the Atonement

At the heart of our Faith is the doctrine of the atonement. This has
tremendous implications for all of life. This is more than a church
doctrine; it is impossible for man to live without atonement, but all
too often the atonement we seek is a false one. $13.00

Vol. 9, No. 1 & 2: Symposium on Christian Reconstruction in the
Western World Today

(Special Double Issue) Christian Reconstruction is under way today
in the church, in politics, in science, the arts, daily living, and many
other areas. In this issue, there are reports on what is happening, as
well as on critical issues which face us and require reconstruction.
$19.00

Vol. 10, No. 1: Symposium on the Media and the Arts

Christian reconstruction cannot be accomplished without expanding
the Christian presence and influence in all branches of the media and
the arts. $13.00

Vol. 10, No. 2: Symposium on Business
This issue deals with the relationship of the Christian Faith to the
world of business. $13.00

Vol. 11, No. 1: Symposium on the Reformation in the Arts

and Media

Christians must learn to exercise dominion in the area of the arts and
media in order to fulfill their mandate from the Lord. Also included in
this issue is a long and very important study of the Russian Orthodox
Church before the Revolution. $13.00

Vol. 11, No. 2: Symposium on the Education of the Core Group
Christians and their children must again become a vital,
determinative core group in the world. Education is an essential
prerequisite and duty if this is to be accomplished. $13.00

Vol. 12, No. 1: Symposium on the Constitution and
Political Theology

To understand the intent and meaning of the Constitution it is
necessary to recognize its presuppositions. $13.00

Vol. 12, No. 2: Symposium on the Biblical Text and Literature

The God of the Bible has chosen to express Himself by both oral and
written means. Together these means represent the sum total of His
revelation. This symposium is about the preservation of original,
infallible truth as handed down through generations in the words
and texts of the human language. We have both God’s perseverance
and man’s stewarding responsibility at issue when considering the
preservation of truth in the text and words of the human language.
This symposium examines the implications of this for both sacred
and secular writings. $13.00

Vol. 13, No. 1: Symposium on Change in the Social Order

This volume explores the various means of bringing change to a
social order: revolution, education and economics. It also examines
how Christianity, historically and doctrinally, impacts the social
order and provides practical answers to man’s search from meaning
and order in life. It concludes with a special report on reconstruction
in action, which highlights the work of Reconstructionists at the
grassroots level. $13.00

Vol. 13, No. 2: Symposium on the Decline and Fall of the West and
the Return of Christendom

In addition to discussing the decline and fall of the West and the
return of Christendom, this volume describes the current crisis,
constitutional law, covenant religion vs.legalism, and the implications
of a Christian world and life view. $13.00

Vol. 14, No. 1: Symposium on Reconstruction in the Church

and State

The re-emergence of Christian political involvement today is
spurred by the recognition not only that the Bible and Christian
Faith have something to say about politics and the state, but that
they are the only unmoveable anchor of the state. The articles in this
symposium deal with the following subjects: the reconstructive task,
reconstruction in the church and state, economics, theology, and
philosophy. $13.00

Vol. 14, No. 2: Symposium on the Reformation

This symposium highlights the Reformation, not out of any

polite antiquarian interest, but to assist our readers in the re-
Christianization of modern life using the law of God as their
instrument. This symposium contains articles dealing with history,
theology, exegesis, philosophy, and culture. $13.00

Vol. XV: Symposium on Eschatology
Eschatology is not just about the future, but about God’s working in
history. Its relevance is inescapable. $19.00

Vol. XVI: The 25th Anniversary Issue

Selected articles from 25 years of the Journalby R.]. Rushdoony,
Cornelius Van Til, Otto Scott, Samuel L. Blumenfeld, Gary North,
Greg Bahnsen, and others. $19.00

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more




Price Range Shipping Cost  Also Available C 4 Easy Ways

under $5 ..o $2.00 Next Day Air, : 2. Order by Phone
$5.01-$15.00........... $4.00 Second Day Air, . to Order... 209-736-4365
$15.01-$40.00......... $6.00 Third Day SCICCF, 1. Order By Mail 3. Order bY Fax

Over $40.00............ 15% of order and Pl’lOIlty Mail. Chalcedon 209-736-0536

Orders s‘hipped outside U.S Pl§a5§ call for PO. Box 158 4. Order by Email

add additional $8.00 shipping rates : Vallecito, CA 95251-9989 Y

209-736-4365. : chorders@goldrush.com
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Sub-total
(Calfornia residents add 7.25% sales tax) Tax

(See chart above) Shipping
(Q Send me a trial subscription to Faith for All of Life) Donation
Total
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Name E-mail + Payment must accompany all orders.
We do not bill.

Street Address Daytime Phone* « Foreign orders: Pay by check payable
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City State Country Zip Master Card, Visa, Discover, American

Method of Payment: 1 Check ) Money Order Visa [ Master Card (dAmex U Discover Express,or money order in US. Dollars.

* Prices subject to change without notice.

* Make checks payable to Chalcedon.
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Signature* *Required for credit card orders



