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From the Editor

Faith and Responsibility

W

hen you reduce the message of Christian Reconstruction
to its base ingredients, the essence is the obedience of faith

(Rom. 16:26). Faith has a responsibility. Faith requires something
of those who claim to hold it. That something is a responsibility to
Christopher
J. Ortiz

action in terms of that faith. To the Christian, responsibility is made
manifest in faithful obedience to God’s law-word and its application

to his family, calling, and labor.
“Yet at the root it is the

If you believe something, then you bear the obligation to build in terms of

sin within the church that

it. The apostle Paul says, “we are debtors” (Rom. 8:12): we are under obligation

permits wicked ideologies

to serve the Spirit of God (v. 14) by setting our minds (v. 5) on the spiritual law

to thrive, and this great

(7:14). This is not vain pietism. It is a mental dedication to the law of God given by

ecclesiastical transgression

the Holy Spirit that earmarked the spiritual disciplines of the righteous throughout

is the divorcing of faith and

redemptive history. After absorption the goal is always application.

responsibility.”

In this issue of Faith for All of Life, we give attention to faith and responsibility
as related to our present social dilemmas. We are living in a time when democracy
is redeﬁned into a humanistic tool of coercion, where the church is silent regarding the bloated welfare state, and an unholy syncretism of socialism and freedom is
ushering in an era of total statism. Yet at the root it is the sin within the church that
permits wicked ideologies to thrive, and this great ecclesiastical transgression is the
divorcing of faith and responsibility.
As Dr. Gary North argues in “Death of Secular Humanism,” our “main problem is a culture-wide loss of faith: in the future, in personal responsibility, in the
family.” We know that in order to retain something we must put it to use.
Hearing without doing, St. James says, leads to forgetfulness (James 1:24) and
self-deceit (v. 22). We are ignorant of the devil’s devices (2 Cor. 2:11) because he is
removing the power of faith while leaving a semblance of godliness that stands like
an empty shell. Men believe but don’t act. They declare Christ is Lord but isolate
His rule to their hearts. If faith is not joined with action, Christianity becomes a
form of godliness that denies its own power (2 Tim. 3:5), and in history there is
no greater tragedy.
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May 19-20, 2006 - Christ College, Lynchburg, Virginia
It has become popular in Christian circles to discuss the “Christian Worldview.”
However, without Biblical law all worldviews end up in some form of moral relativism. We are not called to merely “inﬂuence” our world but reconstruct it with
the tool of dominion — Biblical law. Come discover the work of reconstruction.
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From the Founder

R.J. Rushdoony

The Theology of Fascism
(Reprinted from Christianity and the State [Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, 1986], 54-57).

A

social order is a reﬂection of the
life of a people and their faith, and
laws on a statute book are on the whole
meaningless unless they ﬁrst of all are
written in the hearts of a people.
A statement such as the above will
commonly incur and arouse hostility. Men are children of Adam: when
confronted by the consequences of their
actions, they regularly resort to the excuses offered by Adam and Eve: Adam
and Eve saw themselves as victims, not
sinners. Adam blamed Eve and God,
and Eve blamed the serpent (Gen. 3:713). Both insisted on seeing themselves
as the victims of their environment and
of a conspiracy. If Adam and Eve in
paradise could see their environment
in these terms, we should not wonder
that modern man, in a less favorable
environment, is very prone to blaming
his environment or a conspiracy for his
plight. This ploy removes the burden of
sin from man, and it is a strategy dear to
the heart of anti-Christianity, whether it
be conservative, liberal, or radical in its
philosophy.
A social order is a reﬂection of the
religion of a people. If the religion is a
false one, his social order will not only
be false, but its nature will reﬂect the
nature of that false faith.
Faith that Moves Mountains
Man in the 20th century is humanistic man, but the humanism of our day
has characteristics which mark it, even
as the humanism of the Enlightenment
had its own particular emphases. The
characteristics of an age are products by
and large of the faith of an age. Benito
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Mussolini declared, early in his career,
“It is faith that moves mountains, not
reason. Reason is a tool, but it can never
be the motive force of the crowd. Today
less than ever.”
Mussolini, although much maligned, should be called the patron saint
of 20th century humanism. His ideas
have been widely adopted but without
acknowledgment. National Socialist
Germany used Mussolini’s ideas, as
have the democracies. In the United
States, the postal service, Amtrak, and
much, much more represent borrowings
from Mussolini. Fascism is everywhere
condemned since World War II, but
everywhere imitated, even in Marxist
countries. Fascism is, of course, a form
of Marxism: it is in origin national
socialism, but its basic philosophy is as
readily usable for international socialism.
Biographers of Mussolini stress his faults
and avoid dealing with the implications
of his life, because it strikes too close to
the heart of modern man.
Mussolini lacked a radical commitment to anything other than himself.
He recognized this same trait in other
men. He knew that an either-or commitment is what men ﬂatter themselves
into believing they hold, but he knew
that in truth he and other men wanted
to eat their cake and to have it too. Men
were practical atheists while practicing
churchmen. They defended the free
market while seeking socialistic subsidies. They championed freedom while
asking for a benevolent slavery. They
wanted socialism with freedom, religion
without the responsibilities of faith, and

private property with all the imagined
beneﬁts of socialism. The meaning of
such a desire is fascism.
Fascism is growing progressively
everywhere precisely because of the
hostility to an antithesis. Like Israel of
old, men halt between two opinions.
They refuse to make the choice called
for by Joshua:
Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve
him in sincerity and in truth: and put away
the gods which your fathers served on the other
side of the ﬂood, and in Egypt: and serve ye
the LORD. And if it seem evil unto you to
serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye
will serve; whether the gods which your fathers
served that were on the other side of the ﬂood,
or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye
dwell: but as for me and my house, we will
serve the LORD. (Joshua 24:14-16)

Two Alien Faiths
The characteristic sin of the united
Israel, and, later, of the northern
kingdom, was syncretism, the attempt
to join two alien faiths into one under
the pretense of Jehovah worship. It is
this unwillingness to be either one thing
or the other which leads to religious
syncretism and to its political analogue,
fascism.
In theology today, men profess to
believe in the God of Scripture while
denying His sovereignty and His predestination. They are thereby trying to
afﬁrm both God and Satan, the principles of the fall and of salvation, at one
and the same time.
In philosophy, for example, Walter
Kaufmann, in Without Guilt and Justice,
afﬁrms the radical autonomy of man.

www.chalcedon.edu
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He proclaims the death of God and sees
therefore the necessity of abandoning
the concepts of guilt and justice. Guilt
and justice are in essence theological
concepts which presuppose the existence
of the God of Scripture, and Kaufmann
is logical in rejecting them in favor of
autonomy. Do we have here a clear
awareness of the antithesis between God
and apostasy from God? Far from it.
Kaufmann believes that we can accept
the tempter’s offer in Genesis 3:1-5, and
abandon God, justice, and guilt, and
still have integrity, honesty, and morality! A Christian world without Christ
is an impossibility. A moral world based
on autonomous man is a contradiction.
Prof. Kaufmann should afﬁrm de Sade,
logically, but he wants all the comfort
and order of Princeton University, a
product of Calvinism, without that
faith. Kaufmann’s world is an impossible one, but it is the world of fascist
premises, the attempt to have the best of
all possible worlds.
Fascism governs current economics,
which operates on the premise that a
mixed economy, part socialist, part free, is
the happiest solution.
In Mussolini, this spirit of fascism
was called opportunism. Mussolini was
a practicing atheist who worked for the
church, and planned to die a Catholic,
although, up to the last, he postponed
even a formal reconciliation with the
church. At the same time, he spoke
eloquently about the importance of the
faith, declaring, nine months before his
death:
We are Catholics by conviction. I am
a Catholic by conviction, because I
believe that Catholicism is the religion
which possesses a doctrine capable of
resolving all the problems of life, individual and social, national and international; and in the conﬂict between the
spirit and materialism it sustains and
desires the primacy and the victory of
the spirit.

www.chalcedon.edu

In their associations with Evangelist
Billy Graham, a generation of American
political leaders have taken a similar
stand.
Because politics is the outworking of the faith and life of a people, we
cannot have genuine and valid changes
in political life without having ﬁrst of
all a change in their faith. Fascism, as
a compromise philosophy, is a form
of Marxist socialism which seeks to
preserve the façade of freedom. Property
remains nominally in private hands, but
by taxation, regulations, and controls, it
becomes state property in which liabilities remain with the nominal owners.
Paul, in writing to Timothy, spoke
of an ungodly generation marked as
“Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn
away” (2 Tim. 3:5). Men with such
a faith will call false pastors; they will
vote for politicians who, in the name
of freedom, institute socialism. Politics
is an expression of faith. Fascism is the
mark of a people who want syncretism,
but want it bearing the label of freedom.
A syncretistic faith begets a syncretistic
politics.
The 20th century began with an extensive socialist movement throughout
the Western world. That movement had
a popular following before 1917; later,
its followers were the intellectuals. The
grim realities of the Russian Revolution did not sit well with the workers.
German and Italian socialists revised
their Marxism: if the people wanted the
form of ownership and freedom with
the results of Marxist socialism, then the
two could be combined. The result was
fascism. The name, fascism, was discredited after 1946. The democracies have
adopted its reality, however, combining
the forms of freedom and ownership,
with the reality of statist control, sovereignty, ownership, and power. Fascism
is socialism for the hypocrites.

F A M I LY B I B L E C O N F E R E N C E
THE GOSPEL and GOD’S LAW
“Why America needs Jesus and His Ten
Commandments”- Is. 8:20
Blueﬁeld College in Blueﬁeld, VA
June 21-24, 2006
Special Guest Speakers:

The Honorable Chief
Justice Roy Moore
Former Chief Justice
of the Alabama
Supreme Court

Mark Rushdoony
President of
Chalcedon

Hosted by Trinity Presbyterian Church
Sponsored by The Reformed Presbyterian
Church in the United States
For more information, call (276) 988-9542 or
email lambs@netscope.net.

JPRCC.org
A shepherd who believes
the wolves to be of no
consequence, risks the flock
and one day will answer
to his master.
Understand the way of the wolves
so that you can successfully tend
the sheep.
Join us at JPRCC.org and Jupiter Presbyterian & Reformed
Covenant Church, where simply
teaching correct theology, like
salvation, is just the beginning.
Responsible and effective application of God’s Word in today’s
world is taught as well.

Visit www.jprcc.org
for more information
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From the President

The Danger of Syncretism
Mark R. Rushdoony

W

e are familiar
with the idea of
religious compromise,
but not its root cause,
religious syncretism.
The compromise that
most plagues the church is not that
done unknowingly or in ignorance, but
consciously, as a moral preference. A
moral compromiser intentionally backs
away from a godly stand because he prefers another; he chooses another stand
because his real faith lies elsewhere.
Something is synchronous, or, to
use a common slang expression, “in
sync,” when multiple elements work
together. Syncretism in religion blends
different religious ideas and practices
so that they work together. A ﬁxed
orthodoxy is anathema to syncretism,
which operates in terms of a theological
pragmatism.
Religious syncretism denies the
absoluteness of the Faith. At best,
syncretism blends various foreign elements into Christian terminology. At its
worst, syncretism adds a little Christian
terminology to that which is antithetical to the Faith and proclaims it a more
relevant one. A syncretist believes in
God when it suits him, and will obey
His Word when it is useful. In reality
he serves himself and obeys his own
self-will.
A Reﬂection, Not a Prophet
A syncretist is never a prophet; he
is a reﬂection of his times. He seeks the
direction of the majority and accommodates his religion to it. The syncretist
goes with the ﬂow; his religion will justify prevalent opinion and practice. He
is not only personally a cultural follower,
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he drags his faith with him and seeks to
make it acceptable to the culture. Obedience will always be a secondary priority. His foremost goal is to ﬁnd popular
ideas and needs and incline his message
to them. His religion must always be a
blended, popular one, and one in which
it is easy to believe.
The syncretist seeks the energy and
motivation of his culture and integrates
his message into that power source. The
fear of God which “tendeth to life” (Pr.
19:23) is missing. The syncretist is more
afraid of unpopularity than he is of
God. Though the devils in hell believe
in God and tremble (Jas. 2:19), the
wicked man has “no fear of God before
his eyes” (Ps. 36:1). The syncretist looks
for an immanent source of power and
authority to give his message credence,
forgetting that it is fear of the Lord that
is the beginning of knowledge (Pr. 1:7).
The religious syncretist is an existentialist. For him, meaning is in time
and history and is grounded in human
experience. Meaning is discovered
by man rather than revealed to him
by God. Meaning is immanent, not
transcendent.
Syncretism was part of Israel’s
apostasy from early on. The Israelites
blended Canaanite religious practices
with the worship of God. Baal worship
in particular was an attempt to profess
the popular religion while maintaining a
formal adherence to God.
The Baalim were lords, forces,
powers, or sources of sovereignty. The
Hebrews tried to blend the lords of Baal
worship with the worship of the One
who said, “I am the LORD thy God.”
When Jeroboam divided the kingdom
after Solomon’s death, he intentionally

tried to synthesize a blended religion (1
Kin. 12:25-33). This was the religious
tradition of the people to whom many
of the prophets ministered. We should
remember Elijah’s challenge to the
people of Israel, “How long will ye halt
between two opinions? If the LORD be
God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him” (1 Kin. 18:21).
We should also remember the
reaction of the people. Elijah’s alter call
fell on deaf ears. Not one “Amen” or a
single response was forthcoming. The
people “answered him not a word.”
They did not appreciate the challenge or
the challenger because they were far too
compromised. Elijah was a spokesman
for the orthodoxy of the past; Baalism
was the acknowledged representation
of authority and power in the reigning
cultural climate. Elijah had to call ﬁre
from heaven “that this people may know
that thou art the Lord God” (v. 37).
That miracle was for the moment
enough for an existential people. The
display of power was real enough to get
the attention and respect of even a pragmatic people. Even the syncretists knew
God was real at that moment. When
God revealed Himself, their compromising faith melted in the ﬁre from heaven.
In the face of failure and powerlessness,
there are no principled syncretists, no
faithful compromisers. This must be an
encouragement to us; when God acts,
opposition will wither.
Syncretism in Jesus’ Day
There was syncretism in our Lord’s
day as well. The Sadducees, religiously
liberal, pragmatically courted Roman
favor, though with the rise of Herod
their inﬂuence in Rome was set back.

www.chalcedon.edu

Pornography is more than a battle
against morality — it’s a war against
Christian Civilization.
D iscov e r the P h i losophy that D ri v es the Cultu re of Pe rv e rs i on
i n t h e R e p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h i s C l a s s i c b y R . J . R u s h d o o n y.

T

(formerly The Politics of Pornography)

Paperback,
148 pages, $18.00
Save on this book!
Add this book to a larger order and
save. See page 34 for details.
Purchase by using the
order form on page 48 or
visit us online at www.
chalcedonstore.com

his $57 billion dollar industry is swallowing
peoples worldwide as its revenues exceed that of
professional football, baseball, and basketball combined.
Statistics reveal that upwards of 40 million American
adults regularly visit over 372 million published
pornographic web pages. How did we get here?
In the “free love” decade of the 1960s, the New
Left refashioned pornography into a new image — the
symbol of moral freedom. What was once sold “under
the counter” as ﬁlth was now celebrated as the literary
symbol of liberation from God and His law-word. This
refashioning was nothing new. It was but an echo of the
liberation theology of the Marquis de Sade — the 19th
century pervert de France (1740-1814).
In 1974, R. J. Rushdoony, wrote, “[T]his new
pornography, ﬁrst conceived by Sade… will not be
eliminated by moral indignation or by legistlation.”
Rushdoony recognized that the roots of pornography
in modern culture are essentially religious and must be
combated religiously.
In this powerful book Noble Savages (formerly The Politics
of Pornography) Rushdoony demonstrates that in order
for modern man to justify his perversion he must reject
the Biblical doctrine of the fall of man. If there is no
fall, the Marquis de Sade argued, then all that man
does is normative. Rushdoony concluded, “[T]he world
will soon catch up with Sade, unless it abandons its
humanistic foundations.”
In his conclusion Rushdoony wrote, “Symptoms
are important and sometimes very serious, but it is very
wrong and dangerous to treat symptoms rather than the
underlying disease. Pornography is a symptom; it is not
the problem.” What is the problem? It’s the philosophy
behind pornography — the rejection of the fall of man
that makes normative all that man does. Learn it all in
this timeless classic.

Faith for All of Life
When some tried to take Jesus by force
to make Him king (Jn. 6:15), they were
gravitating to Him as a miracle-worker,
a power source that could be used for
nationalistic and economic purposes.
Their concern was, “What can Jesus do
for us?” They wanted Jesus the miracleworker. He would be a great asset, like a
genie in a bottle. They were not interested in His message. They were going to
determine His relevance and utility for
their ends. From such “converts” Christ
departed.
The Judaizers were also syncretists.
Galatians 6:12-13 makes clear that
their attempts to bring the early church
under the umbrella of Jewish religion
was to avoid persecution. Jewish religion
was legal and Christianity was not.
The syncretistic answer was to make
Christianity a subset of Jewish religion
without regard to the consequences to
the church. No wonder Paul called this
a perversion of the true gospel, another
gospel altogether if there were such a
thing (Gal. 1:6-7)
Political ofﬁce represents a power
center. The lure of wealth is that it

represents empowerment. Likewise, the
syncretist looks for the dynamic forces
of his time and seeks to harmonize with
them. The syncretist is a leader in search
of a following. Faithfulness will never
mark him; he sees ﬁdelity to an unpopular or outdated message as foolhardy.
The syncretist loves consensus and seeks
harmony over orthodoxy. He measures
his success in numbers.
Adapting the Faith to Culture
Syncretism is not an application of
the faith to the culture, but an adaptation of the faith to the culture. We
apply our faith by faithfulness, by a
conscious starting point of submission
to God in obedience. Repeatedly, God
prefaced His words with, “I am the
LORD thy God....” We are called to
“seek ye ﬁrst the kingdom of God and
his righteousness” (Mt. 6:33). It is only
then we have the basis for addressing the
culture. Syncretism seeks ﬁrst the power
and strength of the culture, and cultivates it in the name of Christianity.
Very intelligent and capable people
often lean towards syncretism, because

they demand a group on which to
test their skills. Being a leader of large
numbers is not easy, it involves playing
off competing groups and ideas without
offense. Such skilled syncretists are often
accomplished planners and strategists.
They are often very charismatic personalities. Morally and theologically,
however, they are dangerous people.
Ecumenicism is an obvious modern manifestation of syncretism in the
church. So too is the modern church
growth movement. The mere presumption that size represents success is
symptomatic: it is feeling a need for an
afﬁliation with power as the culture understands it. The mega-church is aptly
named. It draws people by its sheer size
and its services are mega-events. More
than a few such churches have readily
admitted that they limit their message
to a strictly positive one. After all, what
power is there in telling a crowd what it
does not wish to hear? Compromise is a
consequence of syncretistic religion.
There is a syncretism of faith, then,
but there is also a syncretism of priorities. We think about and are concerned

Syncretism is Very Much With Us
Syncretism is not only alive and well in America today, but
sponsored by churches and the government.
On January 27, 2006, as reported by www.getreligion.org,
“the White House has agreed to pressure the Pentagon into
letting military chaplains continue to voice public prayers that
are appropriate to their own faith traditions, rather than requiring a kind of generic language that promotes a taxpayerfunded civic faith....”
Why was that step necessary? Because Christian chaplains
were protesting. The most dramatic protest was made by a US
Navy chaplain, Lt. Gordon James Klingenschmitt, who on January 6 ended an 18-day hunger strike after the government gave
him permission to pray in Jesus’ name while wearing his uniform
[see http://www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_
ID=48248]. Klingenschmitt had objected to having to restrict
himself to “inclusive” prayers.
Today’s syncretism hides behind euphemisms — “civil religion,” or “interfaith,” or “non-denominational.” It got a big boost
following the September 11 terror attacks.
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Joseph Stowell described a Chicago Leadership Prayer Breakfast he attended soon after 9/11 [Joseph Stowell, The Trouble With
Jesus, pgs. 13-24, Moody Publishers, Chicago: 2003]:“Although the
claim was widely embraced that after 9/11 America would never
be the same again, I had not expected this.”
After a series of prayers by a Muslim imam, a woman rabbi, a
Catholic priest, and a liberal protestant minister, the keynote speaker — rector of Trinity Church, New York City — told his audience,“...
we need to give up the ‘traditions’ that divide those who believe in
‘God’... 9/11 will help you and me let go of some things that keep us
from realizing that God works through others...”
Reﬂected Stowell,“I kept waiting to hear it, but Jesus’ name
was not mentioned once... it was clear that the ‘tradition’ he was
asking me to give up was Jesus.” Even as that last thought occurred
to him,“the audience stood in enthusiastic, extended, thunderous
applause.”
For syncretists, being “inclusive” means excluding Jesus Christ
— or, at best, lumping Him in with Baal, Buddha, Muhammad, and
anything else they can think of.
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with what excites us, what we see as
important in our lives. I have been
repeatedly distressed, over the years, to
see Christians who are indifferent to talk
of the power of the Triune God have
an adrenaline rush when the subject of
demonic experiences or the occult arises.
A syncretism of priorities means a
man must defer to prevailing notions,
no matter how silly or harmful they
are. If Darwinian naturalism controls
our culture, then the syncretist defers
to biological evolution and psychology,
anthropology, and sociology in terms of
that belief. A syncretistic faith defends
the status quo; it never challenges it.
The religious syncretists of today
will be sensitive to all ideas that hold
sway: positive thinking, empowerment,
self-esteem, multi-culturalism, environmentalism, human rights, etc. When
one term is replaced by another, the
syncretist is the ﬁrst to change his vocabulary and the literature in the church
foyer. He is sensitive to such trends because, in part, he senses the need to get
out in front of the movements he seeks
to lead. A syncretist will never be oldfashioned, traditionalist, or conservative.
He wants to be a player, and that means
he must change with the game.
Getting Aboard the Power Train
There is yet one more characteristic
of the syncretist strategy. We have said
the syncretist seeks prevailing power and
authority and gravitates toward them.
He hitches his religious message to their
power train. One such power center has
always been the state. A locus of power
with the means of enforcement, it has
always remained a temptation to blend
the state’s power into one’s religion, to
appease it, court it, justify it, or exploit it.
In Israel the worship of Baal was
state-sponsored and served the state’s
purposes. Elijah thus had to break the
power of the prophets of Baal before he
could confront Ahab and his dynasty.
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The Sadducees courted Roman favor for
the obvious pragmatic advantage. The
Galileans demanded Jesus be their king
because His miracle-working represented a nationalistic, statist power-source.
The Judaizers sought the protection of
Rome by demanding that the church
become a sect of the Jewish religion.
Syncretism will be deferential to the
state because it courts the power and
inﬂuence it represents.
Statism is a threat to individual
liberty, but that is not the core moral
issue. Statism is a moral evil because it
removes individual liberty. Our Lord
commanded us to seek ﬁrst the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.
To exercise our citizenship in terms of
the righteousness of God necessitates
the liberty to do so. The prophetic
ministry of the church to the state must
be one of warning against its arrogant
presumption.
The great power center of the
modern world is the state, and too
much of the church cheers it on in the
name of patriotism. Such Christians
are predisposed to be indifferent to
humanistic law and education. They
cry “Lord, Lord,” but they isolate Him
to the world of pietistic spirituality and
tacitly acknowledge the state as lord over
all else. As our modern lord, the state
takes our wealth by its taxation and ﬁat
money, our children by education, our
estates by taxation, and our men and
women to ﬁght wars.
In contrast to syncretism’s changing amalgam of beliefs, we are called
to faithfulness to our Lord, which
we measure by our obedience to His
unchanging Word. At best, syncretism is
an immature and compromised faith; at
its worst, it is a paganism masquerading
as Christianity.
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Guest Column

The Fairfax County Resolves
Roger Schultz

T

he Fairfax
County Resolves,
R.J.Rushdoony once
said, are “the best single
document for understanding the constitutional and the legal issues between the
colonies and England.” Though “one
of the most important documents in
American history,” he further notes, it
has been almost entirely forgotten.1 (A
recent Library of Congress exhibit underscores the signiﬁcance of the Fairfax
Resolves, calling them “the ﬁrst clear
statement of fundamental constitutional
rights of the British American colonies
as subjects of the Crown.2”)
It is certainly true that the Fairfax
Resolves have been neglected. I have
never seen a college history text that
mentions them. And even though the
Fairfax Resolves were largely framed by
George Washington and George Mason,
I have never seen a college text on the
American Revolution that covers them.
Why are they ignored? In the past
generation or so, American historians
have not emphasized constitutional
principles. Historians who focus on
race, class, and gender issues have little
interest in fundamental legal questions.
Students are far more likely to learn
about Sally Fairfax, the one-time object
of Washington’s affections, than about
the Fairfax Resolves.
The Context
The Fairfax County Resolves were
part of the colonial response to the
Coercive Acts, which were a series of
punitive measures enacted by the British
Parliament in response to the famous
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Boston Tea Party of 1773. Americans
promptly dubbed them the Intolerable Acts, and for good reason: the
Boston Port Act closed Boston harbor;
the Impartial Administration of Justice
Act allowed indicted royal ofﬁcials to
face trial in Britain, rather than before
colonial judges and jurors; a revised
Quartering Act permitted the lodging of
British soldiers in colonists’ homes — a
cruel provision, given the nasty reputation of 18th century soldiers; and the
Massachusetts Government Act eliminated representative government in that
colony.
Patriots around the colonies saw
the Coercive Acts as a major threat to
American liberty. The British ministry,
it seemed, was moving toward outright
tyranny. As Washington put it, “[T]he
crisis is arrived when we must assert our
rights, or submit to every imposition,
that can be heaped upon us, till custom
and use shall make us tame and abject
slaves.”3
Ultimately, colonists would send
representatives to the (First) Continental
Congress in September, 1774, to coordinate resistance to British policy. In the
meantime, state by state, patriots issued
resolutions and took steps to protect
their liberties.
The Resolves
The state of Virginia is a good example of the rising opposition to British
tyranny. On May 24, 1774, the House
of Burgesses formally protested the Boston Port Act; two days later, the royal
governor dissolved the House. A week
later, burgesses who remained in Williamsburg called for a statewide conven-

tion to meet in sixty days. Over the next
two months, burgesses were to “collect
the sense of their respective counties.”
Thirty-one of these Virginia county
resolutions remain. The Fairfax County
Resolves, ratiﬁed in northern Virginia
on July 18, was the most signiﬁcant.4
Their authorship is usually attributed to Mason and Washington (who
chaired the proceedings). They probably drafted the Resolves on July 17 at
Mount Vernon, submitting them the
following day for debate and ratiﬁcation at a county assembly. There, “the
Freeholders and Inhabitants” of Fairfax
County approved twenty-four monumental resolutions which reﬂect the
temper and commitments of American
patriots.5 The Resolves have four major
emphases.
Constitutional Principles
First, the Fairfax Resolves emphasized fundamental constitutional
principles. As Englishmen, the colonists
possessed inalienable constitutional
rights which could not be abridged
by king or parliament. Their ancestors brought those rights with them to
America; those rights were conﬁrmed
by colonial charters; and colonists had
never abandoned them. Colonists did
not see themselves as revolutionaries who wanted to throw off English
rule. Rather, they were descendents of
Englishmen defending their constitutional rights under the original English
compact. As the ﬁrst resolution states it,
colonists brought “the Civil-Constitution and Form of Government of the
Country they came from, and were by
the Laws of Nature and Nations entitled
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to all it’s Privileges, Immunities and
Advantages, which have descended to us
their Posterity.”
Virginia patriots speciﬁcally highlighted key constitutional rights, such
as the principle of “consent of the
governed.” “The most important and
valuable Part of the British Constitution, upon which it’s very Existence
depends,” the second resolution says,
“is the fundamental Principle of the
People’s being governed by no Laws, to
which they have not given their Consent, by Representatives freely chosen
by themselves.” Without this constitutional safeguard, “the Government must
degenerate either into an absolute and
despotic Monarchy, or a tyrannical Aristocracy, and the Freedom of the People
be annihilated.”
A corollary principle was “no taxation without representation.” “To extort
from us our Money with out our Consent,” the ﬁfth resolution states, is “diametrically contrary to the ﬁrst Principles
of the Constitution“ and “is totally
incompatible with the Privileges of a
free People, and the natural Rights of
Mankind” and “is calculated to reduce
us from a State of Freedom and Happiness to Slavery and Misery.” Control of
taxation, the sixth resolution continues,
is “the only effectual Security to a free
People, against the Incroachments of
Despotism and Tyranny.”
Afﬁrmations of Loyalty
Second, the Fairfax Resolves stated
the colonists’ willingness to remain
within the British Empire. Colonists did
not wish to separate or become independent. They were willingly “subject to all
his Majesty’s just, legal, and constitutional Prerogatives.”
The colonists also recognized their
duties within the empire. They were
willing to contribute to its defense, and
had done so in the French and Indian
War. They were willing to abide by
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imperial trade regulations. Though mercantilist policy was “subject to Abuse,”
they would “chearfully acquiesce” to
these laws, since it helped the whole
empire.
In 1774 American patriots were loyal to the king — “under a just, lenient,
permanent, and constitutional Form of
Government.” Their “greatest Wish and
Inclination, as well as Interest” was to
remain within the British Empire. Colonial loyalty, however, was conditional:
”but tho’ we are it’s Subjects, we will use
every Means which Heaven hath given
us to prevent our becoming it’s Slaves.”6
The conviction of the colonists
comes through in the penultimate
resolution. The Continental Congress
should “transmit an humble and dutiful Petition and Remonstrance to his
Majesty, asserting with decent Firmness
our just and constitutional Rights and
Privileg[es,] lamenting the fatal Necessity of being compelled to enter into
[these] Measures; declaring, in the strongest Terms, ou[r] Duty and Affection to
his Majesty...and most humbly conjuring and beseeching his Majesty, not to
reduce his faithful Subjects of America
to a State of desperation.”
Limits on Parliamentary Power
Third, patriots focused on Parliament’s abuse of power. The House of
Commons, they insisted, was not elected
by Americans and was not accountable
to Americans. Resolution seven warns
that Parliament was establishing “the
most grievous and intolerable Species of
Tyranny and Oppression, that ever was
inﬂicted upon Mankind.” Parliament’s
assault on colonial rights, the patriots
continue, will reduce the colonies to a
state of desperation, will dissolve the
ancient compacts between colonists and
Britain, and “will end in the Ruin both
of Great Britain and her Colonies.”
In particular, the Fairfax Resolves
point to unconstitutional Parliamen-

tary actions. Revenue acts (without the
people’s consent), the suspension of
jury trials, the abrogation of colonial
charters, the “Protection and Encouragement of Murderers” in Boston,
and especially the Coercive Acts were
examples of Parliament’s erection of an
“Iniquitous System.”
Colonial Unity
Fourth, the Fairfax Resolves called
upon Virginians and Americans to have
a united resistance to British tyranny.
This call to coordinated action dominates the last half of the Resolves. A
“ﬁrm Union” of the colonies, resolution
twelve promises, will defeat “the pernicious Designs” of Parliament.
Colonists were called to assist Boston, since the citizens of Boston were
“suffering in the common Cause of all
British America.” Americans would also
collect money to reimburse the East
India Company — as the destroyed tea
had been private property. But Americans would also boycott the company,
resolution eleven explains, as it was the
“Instrument of Oppression and the
Cause of our present Distress.”
Colonists were also called to selfsufﬁciency, moderation, and virtue.
Leaders needed “to set Examples of
Temperance, Fortitude, Frugality and
Industry.” Colonists must put economic
pressure on Britain, boycotting British goods. They should also embargo
critical exports — such as tobacco and
timber, and merchants were to cap
prices. In resolution eighteen, Virginians
demanded an end to slave importation,
hoping to terminate the “wicked cruel
and unnatural Trade.”
Colonists even created an enforcement mechanism to guarantee compliance. The inhabitants of all the Colonies
were asked to enter “a solemn Covenant
and Association” in which they pledged
themselves to boycott British goods.
continued on page 32
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By Christopher J. Ortiz

B

y the 1980s the dynamics of the megachurch challenged the
way pastors approached
their clerical ofﬁce.
The early church was
analogous to the family, but the modern church saw more similarity with
the corporation. Senior pastors became
CEOs, churches started hiring comptrollers and administrators, and church
secretaries became executive assistants.
Though the Apostle Paul sought church
elders who could “manage their own
households well” (1 Tim. 3:4-5), today’s
church demotes domestic credentials by
courting those who can “manage their
own businesses well.”
The over-emphasis on “leadership”
in today’s church reﬂects this underlying corporate outlook. Leadership is
now the single term used for virtually
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“The thing
that thou doest
is not good.”
(Exodus 18:17)
every position of headship from father
to teacher. In doing so, important
covenantal positions like fatherhood are
drained of their meaning by the indistinguishable label of “leader.”
But do corporate leaders nurture
their staff? Do CEOs wash their colleagues in the water of the Word (Eph.
5:26), or serve as covenant representatives of the sovereign Lord? Fathers are
not simply “leaders.” Fathers are fathers.
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That’s why God called them fathers.
Leadership is an aspect of fatherhood
but so is teaching and nurturing. Our
model is God, not Bill Gates.
The focus of much of the modern
church is now on leadership training.
Pastors are concerned with instilling in
both volunteers and staff members the
“laws of leadership” instead of the “laws
of God.” For many of them the Jethro
Principle of leadership found in Exodus
18 is their proof text for a vast system of
delegated leaders overseeing the massive
bureaucracy of the mega-church. However, a closer look at Exodus 18 yields
an even greater secret than delegated
leadership in Jethro’s sage advice.
Jethro Confronts Moses
Jethro had never seen such a massive
undertaking. The sun was barely peeking through the desert sky, yet this long
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line of murmuring plaintiffs had risen
well before the rooster’s ﬁrst crow. By
the orderly array of the frustrated multitudes, Jethro knew this early morning
exercise was routine.
The patient crowd increased as the
chilly desert air warmed beneath the
rising sun. These former slaves were
used to this sort of government. They
had learned to depend on centralized
authority during a few hundred years in
Egyptian bondage. The Gospel of Moses
delivered from tyranny, yet his ad hoc
court system bore a strange resemblance
to the previous bureaucracy. Maybe this
was just their lot. How could Moses, the
man of God, be in error? This system
must be ordained of God.
By nightfall those still in line quietly
dispersed to their respective dwellings.
Maybe tomorrow would bring them to
Moses. From the outset of their exodus
they were told their preservation depended upon their obedience to God’s
commands through Moses. Each day
they were reminded of this by the carpet
of manna that lay across each of their
doorways. This object lesson contained
a simple message: “Man does not live
by bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God”
(Dt. 8:3).
Moses the Man of God
But only Moses knew the words
of God; and meeting with him meant
waiting in line. After all, this was a new
enterprise for the Israelites. They were
now freed from the protracted nightmare of Pharaoh, and judgment in the
matters of desert life necessitated the
revelation of God. Moses would level
that needed insight if one could only
secure a few moments before his judgment seat. Meeting with Moses became
the objective of daily life.
Jethro, on the other hand, was a
priest of Midian, and he knew how to
better manage a religious body. Moses’
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method of Egyptian statism was not
proper for this new covenant community. Jethro took it upon himself to
instruct his burdened son-in-law in the
way of wisdom:

head of Israel. Moses had consolidated
his spiritual gifts along with the task of
administration and operations into a
mammoth system of spiritual bureaucracy. Centuries later, the Apostle Paul
would explain the division of labor
under the auspices of the Godhead:

And when Moses’ father in law saw all
that he did to the people, he said, What is this
thing that thou doest to the people? why sittest
thou thyself alone, and all the people stand by
thee from morning unto even? (Ex. 18:14)

Now there are diversities of gifts, but
the same Spirit. And there are differences of
administrations, but the same Lord. And there
are diversities of operations, but it is the same
God which worketh all in all. (1 Cor. 12:4-6)

The focus of much of the

For whatever reason, Jethro better
understood the wisdom of a decentralized administration with a godly
division of labor. He deftly introduced
this concept by highlighting the consequences of Moses’ chosen method of
ministry:

modern church is now on
leadership training.
Pastors are concerned with
instilling in both volunteers
and staff members the “laws

[T]he thing that thou doest is not good.
Thou wilt surely wear away, both thou, and
this people that is with thee: for this thing is
too heavy for thee; thou art not able to perform
it thyself alone. (Ex. 18:17-18)

of leadership” instead of
the “laws of God.”
It was obvious to Jethro that by
placing godly responsibility in the hands
of one man, Moses caused more harm
than good. Judging between the parties
on a case-by-case basis would not equip
the people for personal responsibility
nor enlighten them to the total scope of
God’s law. Personally, Moses was on the
fast track to mental exhaustion while the
frustration from delayed attention left a
bitter taste in the mouths of the waiting
populace. Yet Moses’ view of himself as
mediator clouded his consideration of
alternate means to accomplishing God’s
will:
And Moses said unto his father in law,
because the people come unto me to enquire of
God: When they have a matter, they come unto
me; and I judge between one and another, and
I do make them know the statutes of God, and
his laws. (Ex. 18:15-16)

Jethro could easily see Moses was
distorting the nature of his calling as the

Delegated Authority
This should be a lesson for recent
history. Western statism is replete with
instances of centralized authority. As
citizens of the new Egypt, our perceptions are likewise fettered by the slavish
impositions of top-heavy bureaucracies.
We’ve been taught to wait in line. And
any time you see a long line, you’ll ﬁnd
a welfare state.
Moses was wearing himself out. The
burden of centralized government was
too much for him to carry. He needed
assistance. He was also wearing out the
people and teaching them an unnecessary social dependency. Jethro offered
a solution: decentralize the system and
teach the people:
Hearken now unto my voice, I will give
thee counsel, and God shall be with thee: Be
thou for the people to God-ward, that thou
mayest bring the causes unto God: And thou
shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and
shalt shew them the way wherein they must
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walk, and the work that they must do. Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people
able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them, to
be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds,
rulers of ﬁfties, and rulers of tens: And let them
judge the people at all seasons: and it shall be,
that every great matter they shall bring unto
thee, but every small matter they shall judge: so
shall it be easier for thyself, and they shall bear
the burden with thee. (Ex. 18:19-22)

Contemporary leadership gurus look
at Exodus 18 as a lesson in corporate
structure, where delegated leadership
shares the workload with a down-line of
qualiﬁed captains. Yet despite today’s use
of this model, centralization, and now
tyranny, is expanding at an exponential
rate. The parasite of bureaucracy permeates every type of government. Elite
dominance wears out leaders and laity,
politicians and citizenry, executives and
employees alike. This is especially true in
the age of “professional ministry.”
The Leadership Movement
Although it’s difﬁcult to determine
the exact date, one could argue that
with Peter Drucker1 came the rise of the
leadership movement. The corporate explosion ignited in the postwar boom of
the 1950s, aided by the rise of management consultants who in turn advised
corporate leaders in the principles of
structure, efﬁciency, and organization.
Gurus like Drucker helped steer the numerous trends in leadership theory for
the ensuing decades and soon found a
willing audience in the modern church
leader. The Christian Science Monitor
recently highlighted this collusion of
church corporatism in the rags to riches
story of a Connecticut megachurch:
This nondenominational megachurch,
which has passed through challenging
stages itself, is now ﬂourishing, along
with hundreds of other megachurches
that are reshaping the religious landscape in the United States. A national
survey released last week found twice as
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many as there were ﬁve years ago. The
late management guru Peter Drucker
called the megachurch “the only
organization ... actually working in our
society,” and said it had much to teach
other institutions.2

This leadership trend in the church
is a disturbing phenomenon, and its
inﬂuence is extensive. As an example,
Appalachian, the world’s largest Christian book distributor, currently features
over 700 book titles on leadership alone
— the majority of these books being
published within the last ten years.
Christians are consulting leadership
principles because today’s church is a
strange blend of the modern corporation and the welfare state. A multitude
of “ministry positions” now beckons
prospective ministers with new opportunities for expression and career choices.
The staff listings at the average megachurch can be extensive. So, seminaries
now offer doctoral degrees in “organizational leadership” and a new generation
of Christian ministers is looking to ﬁnd
a management position in the massive
enterprise of the modern church.
Theologian David Wells highlights
the tragic transformation brought on by
an era of “professional” ministers:
The pastoral ministry is thus being professionalized. It is being anchored ﬁrmly
in the middle class, and the attitudes of
those who are themselves professionals
or who constantly deal with them are
increasingly deﬁning who the minister
is. Once again, it is the old market
mechanism at work — ministers deﬁning themselves as a product for which
there is a market. And so they feel they
must present themselves as having a
desired competence, and that competence, as it turns out, is largely managerial. They must be able to manage the
unruly and painful forces within the
human psyche as well as the turbulent
and equally unruly forces in the organization of the Church.2

Jethro’s Secret
Much emphasis is placed on Jethro’s
concept of delegated authority as the sole
remedy to the Mosaic model. No doubt
Jethro’s hierarchical structure better managed the immense sojourning population
of transitory Israel. Yet, most leadership
pundits overlook the foundational element to Jethro’s leadership principle:
Be thou for the people to God-ward, that
thou mayest bring the causes unto God: And
thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws,
and shalt shew them the way wherein they
must walk, and the work that they must do.
(Ex. 18:18-19)

Verses 18 and 19 come before
Jethro’s suggestion to appoint a multitude of divisional leaders. Moses was to
ﬁrst teach the people the ordinances and
laws of God so that the people might
understand the way they must walk, and
the work they must do. This was foundational. The hierarchy of delegated leaders
would not work without a thorough
grounding of the people in the law of
God. Therefore, Jethro does not place
the emphasis upon the structure of
the leaders; rather, he focuses ﬁrst on
the self-governing individual under
God’s law.
Once the people are grounded in
the idea of self-government, a network
of captains can be placed over them.
However, even this was a limited role
for leadership. The captains were not intended to be benefactors of a wilderness
welfare state. They were only to serve
the people in matters of judgment:
And let them judge the people at all
seasons: and it shall be, that every great matter
they shall bring unto thee, but every small
matter they shall judge. (Ex. 18:22a)

This network of leaders served the
purpose of judgment in the matters of
life. The leaders were to judge every
small matter while Moses was to judge
every great matter. What may be most
important, however, is not mentioned
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but surely implied: if Moses and his
down-line of shepherds were to judge
every great and small matter, then the
“smallest” matters must be judged by
the individuals themselves.
This is the reason for Moses to
establish the people in the law of God.
They would learn for themselves the
way God wanted them to walk and the
work God expected them to do. The
people could then make effective judgments in the smallest matters of life and
without visiting their overseers for every
situation. The corresponding effect
would be felt up the chain of command
to Moses himself.
Wisdom: God’s Law Applied
Judgment in the matters of life is the
Biblical concept of wisdom. The book of
Proverbs is essentially a resource for wise
choices. Wisdom, in this sense, is God’s
law applied. And the wisdom of God
remains the world’s greatest treasure.
If you recall, the Queen of Sheba
traveled a long way to hear Solomon’s
wisdom (1Kings 10). She heard in her
own country the reports of his great
achievements and remarkable wisdom
(v. 6). Yet she confessed that she had
only heard the half of it, “thy wisdom
and prosperity exceedeth the fame
which I heard” (v. 8).
When God’s law is properly applied,
it reveals a hidden wisdom not found
in the hearts and minds of sinful man.
This is what makes the wisdom of God
so alluring. It draws the attention of foreign nations as they behold its operation
in bringing resolution and peace to the
social conﬂicts in the religious community. From early on God told Israel that
by obeying His law they would evoke
wonder in the sight of the nations:
Behold, I have taught you statutes and
judgments, even as the LORD my God commanded me, that ye should do so in the land
whither ye go to possess it. Keep therefore and do
them; for this is your wisdom and your under-
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standing in the sight of the nations, which shall
hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great
nation is a wise and understanding people. For
what nation is there so great, who hath God so
nigh unto them, as the LORD our God is in
all things that we call upon him for? And what
nation is there so great, that hath statutes and
judgments so righteous as all this law, which I
set before you this day? (Dt. 4:5-8)

We in the modern church have chosen gospel preaching as the only means
to world evangelism. Certainly, the
gospel is the power of God unto salvation (Rom. 1:16). However, the nations
are skeptical of our message because of
the contradictory way in which we live.
We preach a good sermon but live poor
lives. We struggle with managing our
families and our ﬁnances. We lie, cheat,
and steal in an effort to do God a service.
We take brother and sister to court over
a business matter and regularly look to
the state for benevolence and charitable
support. In short, we are inept at making
judgments in the matters of life.
The True Responsibility of Leaders
Our leadership structure has not
cured us of these maladies. The multiplicity of church programs has not alleviated the dysfunction still permeating
Christian society. We are mocked more
than admired. We are scorned more
than sought after. For all the resources
spent on Christian leadership conferences, the average pastor is still unable
to recite the Ten Commandments. It is
here that the root of our sin ﬁnds ample
room to spread.
Pastors must create a desire in their
churches for self-government. They
must teach their congregations how to
love the law of God and make it their
meditation throughout the day (Ps.
119:97). There should be a regular reading of God’s law in each service and an
admonition to make Biblical judgments
in the matters of life. God has provided
pastors with a tremendous sermon

source in the book of Proverbs. Pastors
would be wise to make use of it on a
regular basis.
Why has this not happened? Well,
living wisely in daily life is not glamorous. Spending money to keep up with
our neighbors typically outweighs the
savings program Proverbs suggests. Living-room Christians prefer giving “seed
faith” offerings to television preachers instead of practicing the mundane method
of “six days thou shalt labor.” And, of
course, it’s always easier to send our children to public school rather than making
the sacriﬁce required to provide them
with a Christian education. Essentially,
we are far from Biblical Christianity.
Education begins in the pulpit. So
does decentralization. Even the wisdom
of Jethro was to be communicated
through the lips of Moses. True ministry will teach people the concept of
self-government. This is why so many
pastors despise true Reformed thinking. It asks them to push people to
God rather than draw away disciples
after themselves. This is why many will
ignore men like R. J. Rushdoony and
turn a deaf ear to the Chalcedon Foundation. As ministers of Jesus Christ, we
must all be watchful lest we become the
kind of church leader the Apostle Paul
contended with:
Those people are zealous to win you over,
but for no good. What they want is to alienate
you from us, so that you may be zealous for
them. (Gal. 4:17)
Christopher J. Ortiz is the Director of
Communications for the Chalcedon
Foundation, and the editor of Faith for All
of Life.
1. Peter Drucker is often called the “father of
modern management theory.” Other leadership
theorists existed but Drucker became the prominent guru through his massive publishing.
2. David F. Wells, No Place for Truth, or,
Whatever Happened to Evangelical Theology?
(Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1993),
p. 236-237.
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By Gary North

S

ecular humanism is
dying in the West.
It’s about time. It’s hard
to believe this today, but
it’s true. Pat Buchanan’s
book, The Death of the
West, shows why: a loss of Christian
faith, with falling birthrates to match. I
think his book is as close to irrefutable
as any book on Western culture that I
have read. This is why the secular Left
has not replied to it. But neither has the
secular Right. The problem of falling
birthrates cannot be solved by larger
military budgets at home and an interventionist foreign policy abroad.
That was equally true in the late
1930s. Hitler’s expansionist foreign
policy, launched in the name of “lebensraum” — living space — was accom-
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panied by falling birthrates. This is why
there were government subsidies for
large families. Calvin College has posted
translations of Nazi-era documents
relating to falling birthrates.1
Within months of Hitler’s accession
to power, the government passed the
“Law for the Encouragement of Marriage,” which provided loans to newlyweds. The more children they had, the
less they had to repay. Four children
earned a family debt freedom. The
program failed to increase the number
of births.
The Federal Republic of Germany is
again offering state-funded subsidies to
families.2
This has been going on for years.
The strategy has been a complete failure, which of course has persuaded the

politicians to escalate the subsidies.
The welfare state is not part of the
solution. The welfare state is part of the
problem.

Islam
Islam is expanding. In the Middle
East, the Wahhabi sect — militant
— has the ﬁnancial backing of Saudi
Arabia and is the fastest-growing Islamic
group in the Middle East. Shi’ites in
Iraq are coming into power, replacing
the secular Ba’athists, thanks to American blood and money. Iran is Shi’ite.
The Shi’ites are hard-core Islamic
theocrats.
Islam is growing all over the world,
not by conversions but by high birthrates and falling death rates.
Islam must soon come to grips
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with capitalism’s fast rate of economic
growth, which brings home the bacon. Iran’s urban youth, according to
Western media accounts, is increasingly
consumerist and therefore not committed to the mullahs’ version of the good
life. But a particular cartoon, shown in
Iranian TV, is indicative of what is coming: greater militancy and more terrorism. This is a recruiting tool for teenage
suicide bombers.3
The competition that poses a threat
to the West today is not economic
competition. Economic competition is
peaceful. The expansion of the division
of labor increases everyone’s wealth.
What poses the main threat is demographic competition between Islamic
immigrants and Europe’s secularism.
This creates competition for control
over the legal order, which inevitably
has to do with legalized coercion: civil
sanctions.
As R.J. Rushdoony asked in 1959:
By what standard?
What is going to happen in Europe
over the next half century is happening
today in the State of Israel. The Jewish
birthrate is above the replacement level
of 2.1 children per family: 2.7 children.
This is mainly the result of the no-contraception policy of Orthodox Jews. Yet
this high birthrate — the highest of any
industrial nation — is still below the
birthrate of Israeli Arabs: three children
per family.
Then there is Gaza, where Arab
women bear on average seven children.
This according to a paper presented at
a 2005 conference on population held
by the Pew Forum on Religion and
Public Life. (The papers include data on
Islamic, Christian, Buddhist, and Hindu
growth rates.)4
Islamic birthrates are falling, but not
to the extent that European birthrates
are.
Unless Europe experiences a Chris-
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The competition that poses a threat
to the West today is not economic
competition. Economic competition
is peaceful. The expansion of the
division of labor increases
everyone’s wealth.
What poses the main threat is
demographic competition
between Islamic immigrants and
Europe’s secularism. This creates
competition for control over the
legal order, which inevitably has
to do with legalized coercion:
civil sanctions.
tian revival, its culture will not exist in
2100. Islam will have achieved in the
bedroom what the Ottomans did not
achieve on horseback, 1500–1700:
victory.

Mark Steyn’s Hand Grenade
In a long and brilliant article by
neo-conservative columnist Mark Steyn,
we get a vision of things to come. Steyn
is by far the most rhetorically gifted
of the neo-cons. His supreme ability
is to come up with a humorous turn
of phrase. No neo-con matches him;
indeed, I can think of no columnist who
matches him in this regard.
He offers no religious solution to
Europe’s demographic decline, which
is another way of saying that he offers
no solution. The demographic issue is
deeply religious. It has to do with one’s
faith in the future. It also has to do with
dominion: seeing “your” group come
into authority because your group is
larger. In democracies, numbers count.
Steyn, like Buchanan, sees what this
war — and it is a war — is all about:
faith in the future.
That’s what the war’s about: our lack of

civilizational conﬁdence. As a famous
Arnold Toynbee quote puts it: “Civilizations die from suicide, not murder”
— as can be seen throughout much of
“the Western world” right now.

He then skewers the humanists with
characteristic glee:
The progressive agenda — lavish social
welfare, abortion, secularism, multiculturalism — is collectively the real
suicide bomb. Take multiculturalism.
The great thing about multiculturalism is that it doesn’t involve knowing
anything about other cultures — the
capital of Bhutan, the principal exports
of Malawi, who cares? All it requires is
feeling good about other cultures. It’s
fundamentally a fraud, and I would
argue was subliminally accepted on that
basis. Most adherents to the idea that all
cultures are equal don’t want to live in
anything but an advanced Western society. Multiculturalism means your kid
has to learn some wretched native dirge
for the school holiday concert instead
of getting to sing “Rudolph the RedNosed Reindeer” or that your holistic
masseuse uses techniques developed
from Native American spirituality, but
not that you or anyone you care about
should have to live in an African or
Native American society. It’s a quintessential piece of progressive humbug.

The problem is, this humbug controls the media, the universities, and the
supposed trendsetters of the West, who
are in fact trend-losers.
He then lays it on the line. I have
seen no one who gets to the heart of the
matter with more insight or with more
wit. This, sad to say, is on target:
Then September 11 happened. And
bizarrely the reaction of just about
every prominent Western leader was to
visit a mosque: President Bush did, the
prince of Wales did, the prime minister
of the United Kingdom did, the prime
minister of Canada did ... The premier
of Ontario didn’t, and so 20 Muslim
community leaders had a big summit
to denounce him for failing to visit a
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mosque. I don’t know why he didn’t.
Maybe there was a big backlog, it was
mosque drive time, prime ministers in
gridlock up and down the freeway trying to get to the Sword of the InﬁdelSlayer Mosque on Elm Street. But for
whatever reason he couldn’t ﬁt it into
his hectic schedule. Ontario’s citizenship minister did show up at a mosque,
but the imams took that as a great
insult, like the Queen sending WP to
open the Commonwealth Games. So
the premier of Ontario had to hold a
big meeting with the aggrieved imams
to apologize for not going to a mosque
and, as the Toronto Star reported it, “to
provide them with reassurance that the
provincial government does not see
them as the enemy.”
Anyway, the get-me-to-the-mosqueon-time fever died down, but it set
the tone for our general approach to
these atrocities. The old deﬁnition of
a nanosecond was the gap between the
trafﬁc light changing in New York and
the ﬁrst honk from a car behind. The
new deﬁnition is the gap between a
terrorist bombing and the press release
from an Islamic lobby group warning
of a backlash against Muslims. In most
circumstances, it would be considered
appallingly bad taste to deﬂect attention from an actual “hate crime”
by scaremongering about a purely
hypothetical one. Needless to say, there
is no campaign of Islamophobic hate
crimes. If anything, the West is awash
in an epidemic of self-hate crimes. A
commentator on Tim Blair’s Web site
in Australia summed it up in a noteperfect parody of a Guardian headline:
“Muslim Community Leaders Warn
of Backlash from Tomorrow Morning’s
Terrorist Attack.” Those community
leaders have the measure of us.

Yes, the ruling elites are ninnies.
Yes, they specialize in playing lapdogs to
certain cultural minorities that succeed
in securing for themselves a “rights”
label. But this is not the main problem
we face. The main problem is a culture-wide loss of faith: in the future, in
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The annexation by government of
most of the key responsibilities of life
— child-raising, taking care of your
elderly parents — has profoundly
changed the relationship between the
citizen and the state. At some point
— I would say socialized health care
is a good marker — you cross a line,
and it’s very hard then to persuade a
citizenry enjoying that much
government largesse to cross back.
personal responsibility, in the family.
We are dealing with a substitute
faith — faith in the welfare state’s replacement of the family.
But the problem now goes way beyond
the ruling establishment. The annexation by government of most of the key
responsibilities of life — child-raising,
taking care of your elderly parents
— has profoundly changed the relationship between the citizen and the state.
At some point — I would say socialized
health care is a good marker — you
cross a line, and it’s very hard then to
persuade a citizenry enjoying that much
government largesse to cross back.

The masses of voters in the West
are on the take. Politics today is about
divvying up the loot stolen from the
taxpayers. It is the politics of plunder. It
has addicted the masses, but Europe is
further into the addiction.
We are viewing the suicide of the
West. Steyn does not cite Buchanan’s
book. He is a neo-con; Buchanan is a
traditional conservative who is anti-neocon, anti-Empire, and anti-foreign aid
to the State of Israel. But Steyn accepts
Buchanan’s thesis. He adds this: you can
identify the resilience of a society by examining what worries its elite members:
One way “societies choose to fail or
succeed” is by choosing what to worry

about. The Western world has delivered
more wealth and more comfort to more
of its citizens than any other civilization in history, and in return we’ve
developed a great cult of worrying. You
know the classics of the genre: In 1968,
in his bestselling book “The Population
Bomb,” the eminent scientist Paul Ehrlich declared: “In the 1970s the world
will undergo famines — hundreds of
millions of people are going to starve
to death.” In 1972, in their landmark
study “The Limits to Growth,” the
Club of Rome announced that the
world would run out of gold by 1981,
of mercury by 1985, tin by 1987, zinc
by 1990, petroleum by 1992, and copper, lead and gas by 1993.
None of these things happened. In fact,
quite the opposite is happening. We’re
pretty much awash in resources, but
we’re running out of people — the one
truly indispensable resource, without which none of the others matter.
Russia’s the most obvious example: it’s
the largest country on earth, it’s full
of natural resources, and yet it’s dying
— its population is falling calamitously.
The default mode of our elites is that
anything that happens — from terrorism to tsunamis — can be understood
only as deriving from the perniciousness of Western civilization. As
Jean-Francois Revel wrote, “Clearly, a
civilization that feels guilty for everything it is and does will lack the energy
and conviction to defend itself.”

Forget about the supposed rape
of the ecological system. Don’t worry
about the trees:
Well, here’s my prediction for 2032:
unless we change our ways the world
faces a future ... where the environment
will look pretty darn good. If you’re a
tree or a rock, you’ll be living in clover.
It’s the Italians and the Swedes who’ll be
facing extinction and the loss of their
natural habitat.
There will be no environmental doomsday. Oil, carbon dioxide emissions,
deforestation: none of these things is
worth worrying about. What’s worrying
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is that we spend so much time worrying
about things that aren’t worth worrying
about that we don’t worry about the
things we should be worrying about.
For 30 years, we’ve had endless wake-up
calls for things that aren’t worth waking
up for. But for the very real, remorseless
shifts in our society — the ones truly
jeopardizing our future — we’re sound
asleep. The world is changing dramatically right now, and hysterical experts
twitter about a hypothetical decrease in
the Antarctic krill that might conceivably possibly happen so far down the
road there are unlikely to be any Italian
or Japanese enviro-worriers left alive to
be devastated by it.5

Steyn has no answers, but he understands the questions.

A Religious Battlefield
It is time to stop worrying about
secular humanism, which is losing
its cultural grip as the various media
decentralize. Its institutional monopoly
is breaking apart. It is time to start worrying about Islam and the civilization it
brings.
Most Christians think that democratic pluralism is an acceptable substitute for Biblical law. This option is
being removed in Europe. If European
Christians persist in this myth, and if
they do not increase their birthrates to
exceed Islamic birthrates, country-bycountry, then they are going to wind up
living under Sharia law.
There is a new Islamic-Christian
confrontation going on. It will escalate.
Add to this conﬂict both Hinduism
and Buddhism. Today’s confrontations
are religious. But they always are, aren’t
they? Only the deeply religious secular
humanists have failed to understand this
fact.
American pietists are today only
barely aware of the threat of secular
humanism. When Rushdoony wrote
By What Standard? (1959), things were
much worse. A generation ago, there
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Christian Reconstructionists must
now prepare battle plans for the next
war, not the last one. A handful of us
created the battle plans for the old
war: Christian education, theonomy,
and an extension of Van Til’s
presuppositional apologetics to
culture. These plans have yet to be
widely implemented, but it is
nevertheless time for us to move on.
Another war is in progress.
was almost no awareness of humanism’s
real threat. Fundamentalists worried
about movies, dancing, tobacco, and
liquor. So, to insulate themselves from
the bad parts of modern culture, they
turned on their televisions and sent their
children to the local public school. Most
of them today would regard a return to
the culture of 1952 as a religious revival
— the most that a premillennialist or an
amillennialist can legitimately hope for.
Christian Reconstructionists must
now prepare battle plans for the next
war, not the last one. A handful of us
created the battle plans for the old war:
Christian education, theonomy, and an
extension of Van Til’s presuppositional
apologetics to culture. These plans have
yet to be widely implemented, but it
is nevertheless time for us to move on.
Another war is in progress.
This war will be even more serious
because the stakes are visibly higher.
This was true in 650. It will be true in
2050.

Conclusion

napped by the sultan to be made into
a Janissary warrior, as took place under
the Ottoman Turks.6
For those Christians who want to
avoid conscription by the state, pietism
is inappropriate.
Christian pietism is still with us,
which is why most Christians still vote
for bond issues to keep the doors open
at the local tax-funded, legally compulsory school. The “my child a Janissary”
mentality is alive and well inside the
Christian Right. The main difference
today is this: they willingly surrender
their daughters.
When it is at long last (once again)
visibly Islam vs. Christianity, there
will be a defection from this surrender
mentality. This defection is in progress.
The homeschool movement is evidence
of this defection. So is the day school
movement.
What the church needs now is
a self-funded educational program,
K–Ph.D., that is self-consciously Trinitarian and theonomic. We do not have
this today, but someday we will.
For those who do not share Christian Reconstruction’s postmillennial
optimism, it is time to start reading the
Koran.
Dr. Gary North is the noted author
of numerous works on economics and
history and is a co-founder of Christian
Reconstruction. He continues to pour out
a steady stream of writing and commentary
and you can learn more about his work at
www.garynorth.com and www.freebooks.
com.
1. http://snipurl.com/nazisubsidies
2. http://snipurl.com/germansubsidies
3. http://snipurl.com/iraniancartoon
4. http://snipurl.com/pewdemographics
5. http://snipurl.com/dyingeurope
6. http://snipurl.com/janissaries

We can’t beat something with nothing. Christian pietism may be suitable if
you’re willing to have your son kid-
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T

o a highly educated
bureaucrat accustomed to thinking up
better ways to organize
society, many traditional
families can look messy.
They are often impoverished, managed
by people who ﬁght with one another,
go bankrupt, use harmful drugs, drink
or smoke or eat excessively, and watch
violent shows on TV.
Making matters worse, some families include helpless children who are
forever affected by the mistakes and sins
of their parents. Children are neglected
or abused, sometimes severely.
To a bureaucrat, it only makes sense
that the state should be deeply involved
in correcting the family’s failings. Taking
children from families where they have
been criminally abused makes sense to
most of us, but the bureaucrat wants
more. Welfare, regulation, governmentsupervised education, and occasional
inspection by social services agencies all
seem reasonable. But can the state really
do a better job of caring for children?
The State and the Integrity
of the Family
Welfare programs like Aid for Families with Dependent Children (AFDC)
rest on the assumption that government
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payments are beneﬁcial for children.
But welfare has broken down the twoparent family by rearranging ﬁnancial
incentives for parents. AFDC makes
single-parent households more common
by passing to others the costs of bearing children out of wedlock. Although
many government interventions probably contributed to the increase in illegitimacy rates, AFDC has rightly taken
much of the blame. Economists Steven
Caudill and Franklin Mixon concluded
in a 2000 study that “increases in real
AFDC beneﬁts are associated with
greater illegitimacy rates.”1
Conservative Christians are sometimes accused of wanting less state
involvement while offering unworkable alternatives. But there is nothing unworkable about the family and
the church. These are God-ordained
institutions that have survived and even
ﬂourished for millennia. Certainly,
individual family units break down, and
when they do, the extended family and
the church can provide effective support
with accountability.
Where that support proves inadequate, there is adoption. The state has
offered money without accountability,
and abortion without constraint. As a
result, fewer impoverished mothers take
advantage of the alternatives provided

by family, church, and adoption. The
children the state professes to care about
are left in weaker households.
Adoption has declined since the
early 1970s, largely because welfare
programs socialize the costs of raising
children. In 1970 there were 175,000
adoptions; by 1986 this had fallen to
about 104,000.2 Christian orphanages
have declined as well, and the state’s
designated replacement, foster care,
is a severely ﬂawed system. William
Shughart and William Chappell have
argued that the transition to foster care
from orphanages has made children
less adoptable3, perhaps because of the
problems caused by children being
transferred from one temporary home
to another. Their research bears this out,
showing that states that were the ﬁrst to
shift from orphanages to foster care had
lower adoption rates.
State Mercy Ministry?
The inadequacies of government in
this area should not surprise Christians.
The civil government is an instrument
of justice, not of mercy (Romans 13:4).
The care of children who have been
orphaned, abandoned, or otherwise
deprived of their parents is a mercy
ministry, properly the territory of individuals, families, and churches. Failure
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of individuals, families, and churches
to do mercy ministry does not convert
the state from a minister of wrath to a
minister of compassion.
As is often the case, the tricky areas
are the interfaces between spheres of
authority. If the local sheriff arrests a
single mother for, say, murder, what is
to become of her child? If the next of
kin cannot be located, some short-term
childcare arrangement must be made
quickly, to be followed by long-term
placement if the mother is convicted
and punished. Ideally, the sheriff would
have a list of churches or homes that
have the capacity to take care of suddenly parentless children. Upon the
mother’s arrest, the list could be used
to ﬁnd someone to take the child. The
state need not take custody at any point.
Of course, this means that the
state must have some concept of what
constitutes a legitimate child-care arrangement. Some distinction must be
made between a Biblical church and an
operation set up to take in children for
nefarious purposes. This means that the
state cannot pretend to be religiously
neutral. The First Church of Pedophiles,

for a (hopefully) outlandish example,
would have to be ruled out as an option,
and this requires an ofﬁcial statement
from the civil magistrate as to what
constitutes a church and what does not,
what constitutes a legitimate foster family and what does not.
The state actually creates a large part
of the problem of alternative childcare
by neglecting Biblical principles of criminal justice. Long-term imprisonment
is nowhere commanded in the Bible
as a legitimate punishment for crime.
Biblical punishments for crimes include
restitution (Ex. 22:1-15), which allows
parents to stay with their children while
they work off their debt. The death
penalty, another Biblical punishment
(Ex. 21:12), certainly would separate
children from parents, but the deterrent
effect of the death penalty would help
make these tragic cases rare.
We should not forget, too, that
when the death penalty is applied for a
crime like murder, the execution may
make a child an orphan, but it would
also deter would-be murderers from
making orphans of their potential vic-

tims’ children. War also makes orphans
of children, and thus any state that
engages in unjust warfare adds to the
number of children for whom alternative placements must be found.
With childcare, as in other areas,
the civil government fails when it acts
inconsistently with Biblical law. It fails
morally and it fails visibly in the performance of its usurped roles. The state’s
intervention will be inferior in many
respects to what other social institutions
(extended family, churches, and private
organizations) can provide.
Families and churches are certainly
not perfect. But we should not assume
that the state’s bureaucrats can do a better job. As R. J. Rushdoony wrote,
The tragic fact is that many families are
not only unbelieving but evil in their
care and rearing of children. The state
is no better, and its record of custodial
care is even worse, so that the failures of
bad parents are compounded by a supposedly beneﬁcent state. It is a very serious error to believe that problems have
solutions outside of Christ. All around
us, we see statist and humanistic solutions routinely aggravating problems.4

Adoption Statistics: Only Estimates

B

ecause no single public or private agency is charged with collecting data on adoptions, hard-and-fast numbers are hard to
come by, and even the government must rely on estimates.
Both the Adoption Institute and the National Adoption
Information Clearinghouse (an agency of the U. S. Department of
Health and Human Services) estimate that about 127,000 children
are adopted each year in America. This number ﬂuctuates from
year to year. (The Clearinghouse’s report is available on the Web.)
Who wants to adopt those 127,000 children? About 500,000
women according to the Adoption Institute.
That would leave some 373,000 women wanting to adopt a
child, but unable to complete the process.
In 1995, according to the NAIC, 1.6 million women took
“concrete steps” to adopt children; and of them, 487,000 — about
30% — completed the process. This compares to 25% found by
the Adoption Institute.
How many children are actually available for adoption?
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No one knows. Americans can adopt children from other
countries, so much of the world is available as an adoption pool.
The only ﬁrm ﬁgure that the government has to offer is:
In 2005, there were 118,000 American children in state-sponsored foster care.
“Adoption from foster care has increased in the past ﬁve
years,” says the Adoption Institute,“in response to a federal mandate that states take timely action to provide permanent homes
for children in state care.”
Meanwhile, intercountry adoptions are increasing. In 1992,
they accounted for 5% of America’s adoptions. By 2001, that share
had tripled to 15%, according to the government.
“While there are reporting mechanisms for foster care and international adoptions, states are not required to record the number of private, domestic adoptions,” says the Adoption Institute;
adding that federal authorities in 1992 estimated that step-parent
adoptions accounted for 42% of all adoptions and 15% of foster
care adoptions.
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The state needs to get out of the
childcare business and let other institutions resume their places in caring for those who are impoverished
or orphaned. We can say little about
what the resulting mix of alternative
childcare arrangements might look like,
but increased privatization and church
involvement would doubtless bring
improvements.
Whose Children
Are They, Anyway?
The United States has a tradition
of resisting the encroachment of the
state into the province of the family.
In a 1923 Supreme Court case, Meyer
v. Nebraska, the U. S. Supreme Court
held that the Nebraska legislature
had “attempted materially to interfere
with...the power of parents to control
the education of their own.” When, in
1922, the state of Oregon compelled all
children to attend public school, the Supreme Court struck down the law in the
case of Pierce v. Society of Sisters (1925).
Observing that parents and guardians
have the right “to direct the upbringing
and education of children under their
control,” the Court noted that “the
child is not the mere creature of the
state; those who nurture him and direct
his destiny have the right, coupled with
the high duty, to recognize and prepare
him for additional obligations.” A wellknown recent case regarding grandparent visitation rights, Troxel v. Granville
(2000), resulted in the Court opinion
that the Constitution “protects the
fundamental right of parents to make
decisions concerning the care, custody,
and control of their children.”
But with Washington’s respect for
the Constitution diminishing each year,
parents cannot count on continued
court protection from politicians who
want to extend their reach into homes
and families. Already, state social services agencies are notorious for invading
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homes and unnecessarily taking children
from parents.
For many years, truancy laws have
allowed the state to stake out substantial claims to a child’s upbringing that
extend down to age ﬁve or six. Once
the state has legal authority to require
certain types of schooling for ﬁve- or
six-year-olds, what principle stands in
the way of extending that authority to
two- or three-year-olds? Politicians have
attempted just this: in 2003, Rep. Kucinich (D-OH) introduced H.R. 3007,
the Universal Pre-Kindergarten Act,
which would help states bring children
into schools at younger ages. The bill
died, but politicians will doubtless try
this sort of thing again.
Statist attempts to micromanage
childhood date back to the ancient
Greeks, at least. The Spartans brought
seven-year-old boys into barracks and
entrusted their subsequent education
and training to the government. At
least the Spartans had the decency to
wait until age seven. Plato would have
started even earlier. The extreme statism
outlined in his Republic proposed to
collectivize all aspects of child-rearing
and orient education toward the aggrandizement of the state. Plato proposed “that the wives of our guardians
are to be common, and their children
are to be common, and no parent is to
know his own child, nor any child his
parent.... The proper ofﬁcers will take
the offspring of the good parents to the
pen or fold, and there they will deposit
them with certain nurses who dwell in a
separate quarter.”
Two 19th century American
socialists, Robert Owen and Frances
Wright, sought compulsory education
for all children over the age of two. The
children would live in state institutions
twenty-four hours a day, with occasional
visits from their parents. The schools
would “feed them, clothe them, lodge

them; must direct not their studies only,
but their occupations and amusements
and must care for them until their education is completed.” The entire scheme
was, quite openly, for the beneﬁt of the
state. As Owen and Wright explained in
1847, “It is national, rational, republican education; free for all at the expense
of all; conducted under the guardianship of the state, and for the honor, the
happiness, the virtue, the salvation of
the state.”
Rushdoony noted that the state’s
form of “concern” for children is often
self-serving and sometimes even deadly.
He wrote,
The present direction of statist “concern” for the family should arouse
Christians to action. Our faith, after
all, sees the family as God’s basic form
of government, not the church nor
the state. Moreover, the Bible is most
revealing as an anti-statist document in
these and other matters. It tells us, for
example, of Pharaoh and the Egyptian
state, and their planned extermination
of the Hebrew children. The greatest
condemnation is reserved for Molech
worship (king or state worship), which
required the dedication of all children
to the state, and their possible sacriﬁce
to the state’s welfare. We see Babylon
seizing all superior children, such as
Daniel, separating them from their
families to rear them as civil servants.
Supremely, of course, we see Herod
slaughtering all the children of Bethlehem up to two years of age, in his
effort to kill the Christ child. The Bible
gives us every reason to be suspicious of
the state, especially when it professes a
concern for our children.5
Timothy Terrell teaches economics at a
small college in South Carolina. He is also
director of the Center for Biblical Law and
Economics, at http://www.christ-college.
edu/html/cble/. Dr. Terrell can be contacted
at terrelltd@marketswork.com.
footnotes continued on page 32
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Guest Column

Caring for Our Own
Darlene S. Rushdoony with Mark R. Rushdoony

P

aul used the model
of a family to describe relationships in
the church. Timothy
was to address elder
members as he would a
father or mother, and the younger men
and women as brothers and sisters (1
Tim. 5:1-2), and it was in these terms
also that he talked about the care of
widows. However, the church was not
to assume the duties of the family, and
in particular the care of widows: “...let
not the church be charged; that it may
relieve them that are widows indeed” (v.
16). By “widows indeed” he meant widows who have no surviving relatives.
Piety at Home
Paul described caring for widows as
caring for our “own house” (v. 8). He
was very clear that the charity of the
church was never to replace the responsibility of a child, or even a nephew.
In a patriarchal order where extended
families lived and worked together, an
aunt was very much an extended mother
ﬁgure and deserved a corresponding
respect. This family responsibility came
before that of the church, which only
got involved if there was no family
member who could assume care. Like all
of God’s law, this requirement involved
a blessing for obedience and a curse for
disobedience.
The promised blessing was that, in
the eyes of God, the care of aged family
members was a “piety at home” that
Paul assured us would be “good and
acceptable before God” (v.4). When
God gives us the opportunity to serve
Him in obedience, it is an act of grace,
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a blessing. The Pharisees, because they
distorted God’s revelation, constantly
showed themselves to be clueless in matters of piety. Their idea of piety was that
of a public display to “be seen of men”
(Mt. 6:1-18). They also thought they
could honor God in worship while they
neglected their responsibilities to needy
parents (15:5-6).
Worse Than an Inﬁdel
There was also a curse on those who
neglected their duties to parents. Paul
told Timothy that withholding care from
a needy parent was denying the faith
and was “worse than” the behavior of an
inﬁdel.
This should not seem harsh if we
understand the imperative of the ﬁfth
commandment. When Paul wrote to
Timothy about the responsibility of
children to their parents, it was in the
context of the minister’s relation to the
congregation. Even in the difﬁcult situation of a necessary rebuke, the minister
should not forget the honor due that
person as a fellow member in the family
of God. In the difﬁcult times of a parent’s burdens of age, illness, or economic
need we must likewise be mindful of our
responsibility to honor them as the ﬁfth
commandment requires. Christ, after
all, came to establish the law (Mt. 5:17).
How can we honor our Heavenly Father
while we dishonor our earthly parents?
In addition to honoring their role
in the economy of God as the ﬁfth
commandment requires, we must also
remember our debt of gratitude for our
upbringing. Paul mentions that our
treatment of needy parents is a way to
“requite” or repay them (v. 4). How we

treat them when they need us says a
great deal about whether we truly value
them and our upbringing. Niggardliness
to one’s parents reveals a self-centered
ungratefulness.
As our parents age, there is a caregiving role-reversal. We should see this as
an honor to pay them back for the care
they gave us as children. Mary, sister of
Martha, once honored Christ by anointing His feet. Nicodemus and Joseph of
Arimathaea honored Him by burying
His body with what was a small fortune
in myrrh and aloes. Sometimes our
greatest method of honoring of parents
may involve physical displays, however
dissimilar.
Honoring a frail and needy parent
is a ﬁnal maturing of our relationship
with them, because it is our last role as a
child that we must fulﬁll. And we must
understand that a child’s role does not
end with adulthood, but always exists as
long as a parent lives. It is honoring to
show our parents how much good we
learned from them.
Some years ago, I ran across a child’s
storybook by Robert Munsch called Love
You Forever. It tells of a mother who
carried her young son to bed each night
and sang a song, “I’ll love you forever.”
At the end of the story the mother is
too frail with age to sing to her son, so
he carries her to bed instead, and sings
that song she loved him with as a child.
I gave a copy to my son, and one to my
eldest daughter, and have yet another
copy tucked away for the next in line.
Love is more than the expression of
feeling. It is best revealed in our actions.
Caring for parents is an act of love and a
piety at home pleasing to God.
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Special Column

John Lofton on the
Immorality of the Federal Budget
by Lee Duigon
Radio talk-show host and former Washington Times columnist John Lofton wrote for Chalcedon for 11 years, 1985-96. In December 2005, he
appeared on national television, C-SPAN, to debate “The Morality of the Federal Budget” with James Winkler of the United Methodist Church.
(A link to the show is available via the Chalcedon Blog at www.chalcedon.edu.) Mr. Winkler never answered Lofton’s oft-repeated question:“Where
in the Bible, or in the Constitution, do you ﬁnd a warrant for all these federal spending programs?”

Today Lofton is the editor of The American

View, the website of the Constitution Party (TheAmericanView.com), and co-host, with Michael Peroutka, of The American View’s hour-long weekly
radio show.

Lofton, who describes himself as “a recovering Republican,” formerly edited the Conservative Digest magazine and the American

Conservative Union’s Battleline newsletter. He has worked for former President George H.W. Bush and former Sen. Bob Dole at the Republican
National Committee, and was an adviser to the presidential campaigns of Pat Buchanan and Michael Peroutka of The Constitution Party.

Lofton

granted this interview some weeks after he appeared on C-SPAN.

A

s the federal government grows and
grows, consuming more
and more of America’s
wealth, few think to
challenge its basic assumptions. John Lofton is one of those
few.
“It’s hard to realize how much we’ve
changed as a nation,” Lofton said,
looking back on his televised clash with
James Winkler of the UMC a few weeks
earlier. “For the overwhelming majority
of our country’s history, all these things
— health, education, welfare — were
provided privately, by the people themselves. When the Mayﬂower drew near
to Plymouth Rock, the Pilgrims didn’t
see the Department of Health and Human Services waiting for them.”
The Way We Were
Throughout the 19th century,
America grew — economically, indus-
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trially, technologically, and culturally,
all with little or no intervention by the
federal government. Towns, hospitals,
schools and colleges, libraries, railroads,
and factories were built across a continent, all without federal funds.
In 1900, a catastrophic hurricane — unannounced by the nascent
National Weather Service — struck the
Texas port of Galveston, killing at least
6,000 people (and maybe as many as
10,000) and wiping a major portion of
the city off the map.
“That disaster was much, much
worse than what Hurricane Katrina did
to New Orleans last summer,” Lofton
said. “But in Galveston you didn’t see
the people screaming for manna from
FEMA [Federal Emergency Management Agency]. The people of Galveston
rebuilt their city by themselves.”
There was no federal fund for disaster relief in 1900, or in 1906, the year

an earthquake devastated San Francisco.
Killer ﬂoods along the Mississippi and
Ohio rivers, a major earthquake in
Charleston, South Carolina, the Great
Chicago Fire — none of these famous
disasters was cleaned up with federal
money.
“There was no FEMA fund, or
anything like it, in the federal budget,”
Lofton said. “Any proposal to create
such a fund would have received no
Congressional support.
“We were a very different people
then. Our elected ofﬁcials took seriously
their oaths of ofﬁce, to preserve and
defend the Constitution, as oaths made
to God. In 1887, President Grover
Cleveland vetoed veterans’ beneﬁts. Today, that would be political suicide. But
Cleveland saw the veto as his constitutional responsibility.”
Was it hard-hearted stinginess 100
years ago that motivated presidents and
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congresses to refuse to spend federal tax
dollars for humanitarian purposes?
Certainly not, Lofton said: “Congress can only spend money on things
that beneﬁt the entire country. That’s
what the ‘general welfare’ clause in the
Constitution means.
“There is no Constitutional warrant
for the government to do what it does
today. The Constitution strictly limits
the powers of the central government,
and reserves many powers to the states
and to the people.
“Today the Constitution is a dead
letter. It has expired,” he said. “There
used to be stiff Congressional debates
over ‘internal improvements.’ Our
national legislators realized they didn’t
have the authority to spend the whole
country’s money on projects that
beneﬁted one particular congressional
district.
“Today it’s just one big pork barrel. They tack on thousands of local
projects to an ‘omnibus bill’ every year,
and nobody thinks twice about it. Each
congressman tries to get as much as
he can for his home district. I actually
printed out the omnibus bill one year,
and it was about a foot thick! Don’t tell
me anyone in Congress who voted on it
actually read the whole thing.
“They don’t even debate these projects anymore, and the president doesn’t
use his veto power.”
In the 1930s, under President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the whole
picture changed. America was wallowing in the Great Depression, and
Roosevelt’s remedy was to try to spend
his way out of it.
“Franklin Roosevelt tremendously
increased the size of the state,” Lofton
said. “The Supreme Court did overturn
some of his programs [for instance, the
National Recovery Act, NRA — editor], but for the most part, there was no
turning back.”
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The Theological Angle
“The Bible limits the role of the
civil government to securing and
administering justice,” Lofton said.
“Everything else, we are supposed to do.
The Bible puts that responsibility on us,
the Christian community.”
Lofton made that point again and
again in his debate with Winkler, only
to be accused of being hard-hearted
and selﬁsh. The Methodist spokesman
insisted that charity begins in Washington, D. C., and rejected any attempts to
curtail federal spending for “humanitarian” purposes.
Lofton stood on Scripture, but as
James Winkler demonstrated in his
argument, America’s mainline churches,
and “progressive Christians” in general,
don’t see it that way. In fact, they support and campaign for massive federal
spending to achieve vague goals like
“social justice” and “equality.”
In his portion of the C-SPAN
debate, Winkler said, “I think what is
moral and just is that we demand of
those who have more, what they can
provide... [T]he government ought to
address evil; and I think when you have
a situation where you have, in a nation
as wealthy as ours, so many poor, so
many without health care, so many in
need, that’s an evil, that’s a form of evil.”
“Such an attitude reveals an ignorance of Scripture,” Lofton said, looking
back on the exchange. “You can be a
feel-good, fuzzy kind of guy, and think
you’re doing good things for people,
without understanding what the Bible
says — or just ignoring what the Bible
says.
“All of those scriptures that ‘progressives’ like Winkler quote, all those Bible
verses and commandments — thousands of them — to treat the poor justly,
to be merciful and generous, condemning the oppression and exploitation of
the poor and the powerless: they’re not

speaking to the civil government, but
to us as individuals. We are to provide
the charity, not the government. We are
responsible for seeing that our neighbor doesn’t go hungry, or homeless, or
abused.”
It is as if there were two versions
of the parable of the Good Samaritan,
the Lord’s version and the “progressive” version. In the Lord’s version, the
Samaritan ﬁnds the crime victim left for
dead on the roadside, administers ﬁrst
aid on his own initiative, and puts him
up at an inn at his own expense. In the
progressive version, the Samaritan sees
the victim and just keeps on walking,
conﬁdent that the Roman government
will provide emergency health care at
a publicly funded clinic. If the Roman
ambulance — four slaves carrying a
litter — doesn’t get there in time to save
the victim’s life, well, the Samaritan pays
his taxes, and it’s not his problem.
Filling the Vacuum
If Christians are to leave the administration of justice to the civil government, and voluntarily feed, clothe,
house, and doctor those who cannot
take care of themselves, why don’t they?
“Very simply, God’s people have
abdicated the role assigned to them by
God,” Lofton said. “The government
is partly to blame for that. If people
are already paying high taxes to fund
all these anti-poverty programs, they
wind up thinking, ‘Well, why should
we donate anything? The government’s
already taking care of all those things,
and doing it with our money.’ That’s a
major reason why so many Christians
don’t tithe anymore.
“And yet if every Christian tithed,
that would raise many times more
money than the government has ever
raised through taxation.”
How could that be? For one thing,
tax laws provide loopholes which allow
the very rich to pay much less than
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10%; meanwhile, persons in the lowest
income groups are exempt. But the tithe
applies evenly to all: no exemptions, no
reduced rates.
As R.J. Rushdoony and Edward
Powell observed in Tithing and Dominion, “If every true Christian tithed
today, we could build vast numbers
of new and truly Christian churches,
Christian schools, and colleges... creating Christian institutions and a growing
area of Christian independence.”
By contrast, government spending
is often wasteful. “A recent account of
how much money reaches the needy
reported that in one case appropriations equivalent to about $8,000 per
person amounted to $300 when they
reached their destination,” Rushdoony
wrote in 1999. The government spends
vast amounts of tax money to set up
and maintain bureaucracies intended
to distribute goods and services. This
is why per-pupil costs at public schools
are running from $10,000 to $20,000 a
year while Christian schools and homeschooling families are providing children
with a superior education at a fraction
of the cost.
But Christians, Lofton said, bear
some of the blame for the expansion
of the government and the incessant
growth of the federal budget.
“States and governments may come
and go,” Lofton said, “but the people’s
needs remain the same. They’ll always
need the basic necessities of life — food,
clothing, shelter, health care, education
— and there will always be those who
are unable to provide for themselves. If
God’s people default, and fail to meet
those needs, someone else will have to
do it. So the government expands to ﬁll
the vacuum left by defaulting Christians.”
All too often, the unwieldy bureaucracies created by the central government fail to achieve their purposes.
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Welfare, intended to lift people out
of poverty, fostered a whole lifestyle
of dependence on the state, extending
from generation to generation. Public
education, intended to meet the educational needs of the entire population,
has devolved into a national scandal: an
overall decline in the national literacy
rate, student test scores that drop every
year unless the tests are made correspondingly easier, school buildings that
deteriorate physically even as the annual
per-pupil cost to the school district
increases every year — all to the tune of
hundreds of billions of dollars.
“When things are not done the
way God says to do them,” Lofton said,
“when ofﬁcials ignore what the Constitution says they can or cannot do, the
programs simply don’t work.
“Can’t the pragmatists see that these
programs aren’t working? They always
say they’re not into ideology, they’re just
into problem solving. Can’t they see
that they’re not solving the problems? If
they’re so practical, why don’t they get
rid of these programs that don’t work?”
The progressives’ answer (see the
Wallis book review) is always to spend
even more money on failed programs.
The reason they have failed, of course,
is that we haven’t spent enough. It never
occurs to the progressives to ask why
anti-poverty programs seem to create a
permanent under-class, some of whom
have been mired in poverty for several
generations.
The Way We Are
Although America’s economy continues to grow faster than the economies
of other industrialized nations, Lofton is
not impressed.
“We as a nation have fallen so far, so
fast,” he said. “I once asked Dr. [Rousas]
Rushdoony if he could think of any
other nation in history that’s fallen as
fast as America, and he just answered
with a ﬂat ‘no.’

“In our formative years, going back
to before the War for Independence,
America was a Christian country. But
we are not a Christian people anymore.”
In his portion of the C-SPAN
debate, Lofton warned that the federal
budget cannot continue to expand without jeopardizing America’s future. Our
grandchildren, he said, will be saddled
with national debts that they won’t be
able to pay. He repeated his warnings
during this interview.
“Where will it end?” he said.
“Where will it take us? Economic collapse, political revolution, civil war? I
just don’t know.
“As professor Henry Van Til always
said, culture is religion externalized.
Washington, D. C., is part of that
culture which we all live in, and that
culture is determined by the people’s
religion. What forms it takes, how it
conducts its business, what kind of
government it has, all stem from the
people’s religion. That religion, today, is
not Christianity. It’s secular humanism.”
America today, Lofton said, is more
like some of the extinct societies of the
ancient world than the America of 100
years ago.
“In ancient societies, like Rome
or Babylon, the state did everything
— erected the temples, built the roads,
the stadiums, and the irrigation projects,” he said. “The state owned the
people, and there wasn’t even a hint
of liberty. How many of those Roman
roads were lined with cruciﬁxes, hung
with thousands of victims — all people
who’d gotten in the state’s way? How
many populations were deported or sold
into slavery?
“We can only appreciate how bright
was the light of Jesus Christ in those
days by measuring it against how dark
the ancient world was.”
But Lofton rejects political solutions to the problem of America’s fall
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from grace. As a former political activist,
he has described both major political
parties as “alike as two atheistic peas
in a pod, in the eyes of God.” Both
parties, he says, are thoroughly secular,
non-Christian enterprises. Even the
conservative movement — described
by Lofton as “secular, Christless conservatism” — can play little or no role in
America recovering its lost standing as a
Christian nation,
Many persons active in the conservative movement, of course, are Christians, and polls show that most “evangelicals” vote for conservative candidates
and support conservative policies
— in preference to liberal candidates
and liberal policies. In the same polls,
most persons who describe themselves
as having “no religion” also identify

themselves as “liberal.” Christianity and
conservatism are not the same thing:
so there are those, like Mr. Winkler,
who identify themselves as “Christian
and liberal,” and “ﬁscal conservatives”
who claim to be “socially libertarian” or
“secular.” Chalcedon recognizes that the
conservative movement is not religiously
monolithic.
“I don’t see us getting back to
where we were,” Lofton said “ Certainly
neither of the political parties is going
to lead us there. National recovery will
only happen when the American people
are Christian again — if and when God
decides to revive and reform us. It’s all in
God’s hands, not ours.”
Nevertheless, Lofton keeps plugging
on. If the Constitution Party cannot
aspire to the election of its presidential

candidate, it can still serve a prophetic
function — reminding the American
people that the Bible, not the politicians, has the answers, and that the
United States Constitution, as written,
stands as a powerful witness against the
actions of the federal government today.
Meanwhile, Lofton hasn’t ﬁnished
taking on “progressives” head-to-head
in public debate. He said he welcomed
the C-Span appearance as a rare opportunity: “You rarely see our point of
view on national television. Most people
never get to hear the Biblical view of
civil government.
Lee Duigon is a Christian free-lance writer
and contributing editor for Faith for All of
Life. He has been a newspaper editor and
reporter and a published novelist.

“…an aggressive and revealing,
though highly sanctiﬁed look at a
most unsavory subject…
I predict this ﬁlm will go far.”
Doug Phillips, President, Vision Forum Ministries

Shaky Town is Out of the Closet!

View images, watch the trailer, and purchase a
copy by visiting www.shakytownthemovie.com.
Shaky Town is available on DVD for $22.95.
For additional information contact Colin Gunn at
254-741-0132 or shakytownthemovie@hotmail.com
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Shaky Town, the winner of the SAICFF (San Antonio Independent Christian Film Festival) Award for Best Political Film, is
being released to the public. The 52-minute Gunn Brothers
documentary (approx. 90 min. including bonus footage) delves
into the homosexual political movement in San Francisco by
shining the light on such intimidation tactics as abuses of
political ofﬁce, baseless lawsuits, hijacking of school board
meetings, mob-rioting of a worshipping church, and death
threats toward a pastor’s family which culminated in the ﬁre
bombing of his house. This movie follows the historical path
from San Francisco’s homosexual beginnings up to the modern
day attempts to legalize homosexual marriage.
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Book Review

Demythologizing Democracy
A Review of Attention Deﬁcit Democracy - James Bovard
Palgrave MacMillan, 2006
Reviewed by Timothy D. Terrell

A

few weeks ago, as
an introduction to
an economics class, I
asked students to think
about what made civil
government legitimate.
Why, I asked, is civil government considered legitimate by the vast majority of
Americans while the Maﬁa is not?
Responses varied. Some pointed
out that the civil government provides
beneﬁcial services, and I reminded them
that the Maﬁa does, too — protection
from aggression from other gangs, for
example. There are also plenty of private
ﬁrms and charitable organizations that
provide beneﬁcial services, and we
don’t call them governments or grant
them judicial powers. Another student
mentioned that the government was restrained by a constitution. But wouldn’t
the content of the constitution matter
more than the mere fact of its existence?
Would a country that legalized genocide
in its constitution be legitimate?
Eventually the class seemed to settle
on the idea that public participation
legitimized government. I reminded
them that the democratic process does
not guarantee liberty. Tyrants like Adolf
Hitler were elected, after all. In our own
country, numerous restraints on freedom have sailed through the political
process, all sanctiﬁed with the stamp of
supposed popular approval.
I could accomplish very little in the
time I had in class that day. I wished
that I could spend weeks on the topic
and require the students to read, coverto-cover, James Bovard’s excellent new
book, Attention Deﬁcit Democracy. His
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thorough research has supplied an effective antidote to the craven democracyworship I have observed among some
of my students, friends, and acquaintances. I will be pestering people to
read Bovard’s evisceration of democratic
politics for years to come.
Painlessly Chipping Away
at Freedom
Representative government, Bovard
argues, cannot sustain liberty when
the voting public fails to pay attention. Politicians are all too ready to take
advantage of our gullibility to loosen
the restraints originally placed on them
by the Constitution. Give constituents
handouts, cater to special interests, and
tell them what they want to hear. No
one will notice if another freedom is
removed.
Shrouding loss of liberty in speeches
about democracy makes Americans

positively happy about their increased
dependence on the state. Carrying out a
worldwide crusade to impose democracy
adds to our feelings of national moral
superiority. If politicians have to violate
a few basic freedoms to get the world to
see the beauty of democracy, so be it.
Bovard’s assessment of voter awareness is not ﬂattering. Americans seem
willfully ignorant and quickly forget
government lies and abuses. Politicians
fear no repercussions when they make
groundless allegations about foreign
threats, ignore and violate the law,
repeatedly contradict themselves, or
autocratically redeﬁne key policies. The
“sheeple” faithfully tag along with conﬁdence that the political system basically
works.
As a nation, we are easily deluded
by political rhetoric that is the polar opposite of the truth. In a chapter on government lies, Bovard has compiled a few
of the lies of presidents and their various
associates. He favors no political party
— both Republican and Democratic
liars receive their fair share of exposure.
Many of the lies are bald-faced, easily
discovered, and have terrible consequences. Yet many Americans do not
seem to notice or care, and repeating
the lie seems only to add believability.
The media play along, for the most part,
to keep their access to politicians for
career-boosting interviews.
To some neo-conservatives, lying is believed to be necessary to good
statesmanship. Bovard traces the idea of
the “noble lie” in the Bush administration back to philosophy professor Leo
Strauss, who promoted the idea that the
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elite may need to lie to the people for
their own good. Some Bush appointees
and advisers like Paul Wolfowitz studied
under Strauss, and apparently absorbed
his views.
Though Bovard hardly mentions
Bush’s Christian Right constituency,
many in that group have become just as
afﬂicted with Attention Deﬁcit Democracy as the rest of society. In conservative Christian circles, Bush is generally
adored. Cars in parking lots at churches
and Christian schools in my part of the
country are covered with pro-Bush, proRepublican, and “Support Our Troops”
bumper stickers. Little attention is paid
to the dismantling of freedoms that
Bush has overseen, the rapid expansion
of federal powers and federal budgets,
and the rampant deception that has
characterized his administration.
Maybe Kerry would have been
worse, but that does not mean Christians should turn a blind eye to the Bush
administration’s problems. Christians
should be harsh critics of statism and
tyranny wherever it is found, instead of
being the dupes of politicians who drop
a few catch-phrases about liberty, God,
“values,” or prayer while undermining
our most essential freedoms.
The Democracy of Ignorance
Bovard shows that the democracy
of ignorance has stiﬂed real debate and
even suppressed criticism of politicians.
Those who question Bush are somehow
allied with terrorists, by undermining
our troops or “giving encouragement to
the enemy.” Or we are political idealists
who are blind to the realities of post9/11 America. Or we just don’t like
Bush and don’t care about the sacriﬁces
of Americans in uniform.
Bovard demands a higher level of
political argument. Many Americans
believe that repeating mantras like
“support our troops” should squelch all
questions about whether Iraq was actu-
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ally connected with Al Qaeda, whether
Iraq had weapons of mass destruction,
or whether military intervention is reducing the terrorist threat or increasing
hostility toward Americans.
Such is the intellect of American
democracy. Instead of actual debate, we
get mindless slogans and a false “with
Bush or with the terrorists” dichotomy.
Patriotism is not a game of follow the
leader. The reality of post-9/11 America,
Bovard points out, is that politicians
thrive on and encourage public fears.
A fearful populace calls on politicians to
be their saviors, and will grant massive
and unprecedented powers to anyone
who says they can protect them. A panicked public searching for security from
terrorists forgets that security from an
unrestrained domestic government is of
vastly greater importance.
Bovard’s book brings together such
a collection of government abuses that
it is hard not to be alarmed. And maybe
we should be. For over a century, tax
dollars have been spent to support
foreign ﬁascos that are supposed to promote democratic reform, but actually
install tyrants, crush hapless foreigners,
and foster hostility toward Americans.
As Bovard shows, American foreign adventures, from the Philippines after the
Spanish-American War to modern-day
Iraq, have included atrocities committed
by the U. S. government in the interest
of promoting democracy.
What’s more, Americans have
failed to make the connection between
foreign policy changes and the loss of
important civil rights at home. The
government now has an unprecedented
legal and technological ability to spy
on Americans. The legal restraints that
protect suspects from torture have been
loosened. Anyone, including an American citizen, can be declared an “enemy
combatant” and thereby have his rights
removed.

Nobel-Prize-winning economist
Friedrich Hayek once wrote, “The
magic word democracy has become so
all-powerful that all the inherited limitations on governmental power are breaking down before it.”1 But some will
ask, is Bovard against democracy per se?
Would he prefer a monarchy or oligarchy? No, and he is careful to address this
possible misunderstanding:
The fact that democratic governments violate liberty does not prove
that democracy is uniquely or inherently evil. Instead, this is simply what
governments do. In the same way that
a political candidate’s lies don’t create a
presumption that his opponent is honest, the fact that democracies routinely
violate rights and liberties creates no
presumption that other forms of government would not be worse.2

“It is better that government be
representative than non-representative,”
he writes. But respecting liberty is more
important than how leaders are chosen.
Economists have argued for decades
that voters will be “rationally ignorant.”
That is, an individual voter will not
invest in gathering information when
a single vote is not likely to have any
impact on the political outcome. This is
another reason to limit the reach of the
state and depend more on the individual, the family, and the church.
Our Daily Peril
Bovard’s work is a crucial book
for Christians who want to be politically astute, though some Republican
Christians will probably be put off by
Bovard’s criticisms of Bush. Left-wing
Christians will be dismayed by Bovard’s
cynical view of the state. Libertarians
and Constitution Party types, of course,
will love the book. But it needs to be
read now. Bovard writes,
Citizens must recognize the daily peril
they face from the power of a trafﬁc
continued on page 32
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Jim Wallis:

The Call to Conversion:
Why Faith Is Always Personal But Never Private
New York: HarperCollins, 2005 revision of 1981 original.
Reviewed by Lee Duigon

J

esus wants you to sell
your house, sell your
car and anything else of
value, give all the money
to the poor, and go and
live in a commune. If
you don’t do this, you don’t love God,
you hate the poor, and you shouldn’t be
calling yourself a Christian.
That’s Jim Wallis’ message, and the
substance of his 1981 book, revised and
republished in 2005.
Ever since losing the 2004 elections,
American liberals have been looking
for some way to win a share of “the
Christian vote.” But when your side is
perceived as pro-abortion, and for “gay
marriage,” big government, high taxes,
and the United Nations, you have a hard
time winning over Christian voters.
Liberals look to Wallis — a self-described “progressive evangelical Christian” — to persuade people of faith that
conservatism is immoral and their votes
are misdirected.
Us vs. Them
“We are converted to compassion,
justice, and peace,” he proclaims (p. 5),
and spends the rest of the book attacking straw men who presumably endorse
hard-heartedness, injustice, and war as
an end in itself. We all believe in compassion, justice, and peace; but in Wallis’
worldview, we must either believe as he
believes or else we’re on The Other Side.
He sets up an endless series of
dichotomies — the afﬂuent against the
poor, the rich North versus the poor and
oppressed South, white against black,
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men against women, capitalists versus
labor unions, and so on. “Our afﬂuence” leaves a billion people hungry (p.
xv), “American racism, capitalism, and
militarism” causes all the world’s problems (p. 28), the poor are poor because
of our “endlessly escalating military budget” (p. 33), and riots are everybody’s
fault but the rioters’: “The looting by
the poor simply mirrors the looting of
the poor” (p. 40). Didn’t Celine Dione
say this while “the poor” were grabbing
ﬂat-screen TVs and other goodies from
abandoned stores in the wake of Hurricane Katrina? And if you’re looking for
a solid, documented fact anywhere in
Wallis’ list above, you won’t ﬁnd one.
That our government has already
spent trillions of our tax dollars on assorted anti-poverty programs cuts no
ice with Wallis. He simply doesn’t think
we’ve spent enough. “The maximum
amount of money ever spent in one year

for the entire poverty program of the
1960s equals the cost of three weeks of
the Viet Nam War” (p. 38), he thunders, in just one of countless broad,
sweeping statements not backed up by a
footnote or any other form of documentation. We are expected to take his word
for it. In a similar vein, he names us no
names and quotes us no quotes to support his contention that conservatives
are the real anti-Christians.
What are we to make of such selfrighteousness? Indeed, Wallis himself is
aware he’s doing it. “Our identiﬁcation
with the poor threatened to become
an idol,” he confesses (p. 151), not to
mention the threat of “making idols of
ourselves” (p. 151). There’s no evidence
that he’s solved his problem.
Abolishing Poverty
The greatest problem facing today’s
world being the “inequitable distribution of the world’s wealth” (p. 31),
Wallis’ prescription is, “Make Poverty
History” (p. 78).
“For the ﬁrst time,” he says (p. 77),
“the world has the knowledge, information, technology, and resources to end
extreme poverty as we know it....” We
are to do this by canceling all debt for all
impoverished nations (p. 78) and greatly
increasing foreign aid. At home, we are
to redistribute wealth until everyone is
equal (p. 56).
He’s a little vague, in the book, as
to how this is to be done. For speciﬁcs,
we have to look outside the book to his
actions.
We ﬁnd the answers on Wallis’ own
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Sojourners website (www.sojo.net). For
Wallis, the iron hand of government has
a moral mandate to level society. He and
his followers were arrested in December, 2005, for blocking the entrance to
the Cannon House Ofﬁce Building to
protest “immoral” federal budget cuts
and “tax cuts for the rich.”
He supports his position with a
wooden literal interpretation of a few
passages of Scripture that borders on
outright abuse.
Most of us know the story of the
wealthy young ruler in Mark 10:17-22,
who tells Christ that he, personally, has
followed all ten of God’s Commandments “from my youth.” But when Jesus
suggests that he liquidate all his wealth
and “follow me,” the young man walks
off shaking his head.
We understand that Jesus said this
to teach the young man that he had not
kept the Commandments — not even
the First, “Thou shalt have no other
gods before me” (Ex. 20:3). The young
man loved his wealth more than he
loved God, and by thinking of himself
as righteous, he was deluding himself.
But Wallis’ spin is literal: we really
do have to sell off all our possessions
and give away the money (pp. 64-65).
What we have here is a false theology of justiﬁcation by works. To be sure,
the Bible teaches us that as Christians,
or even as Jews, we have an obligation
to provide for those in need. No one
disputes this, except Wallis’ nameless
straw men.
Where in the Gospel does he see
Jesus Christ handing out money? Or, in
imitation of the federal government, directing the disciples to gang-tackle rich
persons and empty out their pockets?
Does Wallis not see that when
the government assumes the duties of
charity, it blunts the impulse in the rest
of us? Federal entitlements have been
a moral disaster for America. Among
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taxpayers it breeds an “I gave at the ofﬁce” mentality; or, as Ebenezer Scrooge
put it, “Are there no workhouses?” But
its effect on welfare recipients has been
much worse. Thinking “I got it comin’
to me — without workin’” is not the
mindset anyone needs for climbing out
of poverty.
Imagine That
Wallis never says how much money
should be doled out to the poor. He
never deﬁnes “the poor” or “the rich,”
nor acknowledges any category between
these two polar opposites. Would he
have the government take money from a
lower middle-class household and give it
to a “poor” welfare recipient who wears
a $300 Starter jacket, subscribes to cable
TV, and eats all his meals at Burger
King for several times what it costs a
middle-class family to prepare its meals
at home? This and countless questions
he simply leaves unanswered.
We would all agree that Christians,
like anyone else, can get caught up
in consumerism, and that the love of
money and possessions can be a barrier between ourselves and God. But
we would not agree that the solution
to this problem is to jettison all our
possessions. After all, if money is so
bad, so corrupting in its inﬂuence, why
would we want to give it to the poor?
Wouldn’t it corrupt them, too? Maybe
we should just have a big national bonﬁre of DVDs, SUVs, and anything else
we don’t require for our bare existence.
Then we can all be poor, and by Jim
Wallis’ standards, virtuous. We can all
sing, after John Lennon, “Imagine no
possessions.”
One quickly loses patience with the
holier-than-thou tone of this book, its
socialism, its support for government
actions that have warrant from neither
the Constitution nor the Bible. But it’s

If you or someone
you know has ever
struggled with
understanding
the philosophy of
Cornelius Van Til,
this book is for you.

This compact book by R.J.
Rushdoony covers the central
themes of presuppositionalism
and will be a great resource in
helping you establish a solid
Christian world and life view.
Some of what you’ll learn:
Facts and Epistemology
Circular Reasoning
Facts and Presuppositions
Irrational Man
Authority and Knowledge
A Valid Epistemology
The Flight from Reality
Paperback, 127 pages, indices, $19.00
Shipping added to all orders.

Save on the price of this book.
Add this book to a larger order
and pay less! See our catalog
starting on page 34.

continued on page 32
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Then, committees in each county,
in every colony, would publish in local
papers “a List of the Names of those (if
any such there be) who will not accede thereto; that such Traitors to their
Country may be publickly known and
detested.” Colonies which refused to
abide by the Covenant and Association
would themselves face boycott measures.
In short, Virginians proposed an apparatus to encourage pan-colonial resistance
to British tyranny.
I cannot imagine Americans
producing a document like the Fairfax
County Resolves today. Indeed, most
Americans would have trouble reading and understanding the document.
As a people, I fear that we are far too
ignorant of history, of Scripture, and of
constitutional principles. Every semester
I teach a course on the American War
for Independence, and I am always
amazed at the learning, the conviction, and the courage of the founding
generation. I look forward to the day
when Americans will once again treasure
the constitutional principles expressed
by the Freeholders of Fairfax County in
1774.
Dr. Schultz is Chairman of the History
Department at Liberty University, teaches
Church History at Christ College, and
is pastor of Westminster Reformed
Presbyterian Church in Lynchburg. Roger
and Ann Schultz are the home schooling
parents of nine children.
1. Rousas Rushdoony, American History to
1863 (Vallecito, CA: Chalcedon Foundation, 1973), Tape 3.
2. “American Treasures of the Library of
Congress: Fairfax County Resolves,” http://
www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trt010.html
(January 31, 2006).
3. Quoted in George Tindall and David Shi,
America: A Narrative History, Fourth Edition
(N.Y.: Norton), 222.
4. See Donald Sweig, “A New-Found Letter
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and the Fairfax Resolves,” William and Mary
Quarterly, 3rd series 40:2 (1983).
5. Those interested in a point-by-point
commentary and analysis should see
Rushdoony’s lecture. The entire text of the
Resolves is now available online at http://
www.constitution.org/bcp/fairfax_res.htm.
6. For similar sentiments, see Congress
“Declaration of the Causes and Necessity of
Taking Up Arms” (July 6, 1775).
Terrell, Children … cont. from page 22

1. Caudill, Steven, and Franklin Mixon,
“AFDC Payments and Illegitimacy Ratios:
A Reappraisal of Endogeneity Using Panel
Data,” American Journal of Economics and
Sociology, vol. 59, no. 3 (July 2000), p. 451.
2. Stolley, Kathy S., “Statistics on Adoption
in the United States,” Adoption, vol. 3, no. 1
(Spring 1993).
3. William F. Shughart II and William
F. Chappell, “Fostering the Demand for
Adoptions: An Empirical Analysis of the
Impact of Orphanages and Foster Care on
Adoptions in the United States,” chapter
9 in Richard B. McKenzie, ed., Rethinking
Orphanages for the 21st Century, (Thousand
Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, 1998).
4. Rousas J. Rushdoony, Roots of Reconstruction (Vallecito: Ross House Books), p. 1056.
5. Ibid.
Terrell, Bovard Review … cont. from page 29

they face from the power of a trafﬁc
cop to handcuff them for a seatbelt
violation, the power of an IRS agent
to seize their bank accounts based on a
wrongful suspicion of tax evasion, the
power of the City Council to seize their
home and render the land underneath
it to a campaign contributor, or the
power of a president to immerse the
nation in endless foreign conﬂicts.
The question is not how many citizens
are being coerced or wronged by the
government at any speciﬁc time. The
issue is the constantly growing arsenal
of legal penalties the State can deploy
against the citizen.3

tional agnosticism. A Christian edit of
the book would have to include consideration of the limits on civil government
in passages like Romans 13. True liberty
will be found in a return to Biblical constraints on government, which would be
a product of spiritual renewal.
Bovard is also too sanguine about
the results to be expected from a more
attentive (and still sinful) voting public.
Calling on Americans to simply sit up
and pay attention assumes our ability to
recognize and seek after good. It ignores
what we know about human depravity.
Humans are naturally inclined to be
enslaved to evil, and we should not be
surprised when political choice results in
slavery to an evil state.
Timothy Terrell teaches economics at a
small college in South Carolina. He is also
director of the Center for Biblical Law and
Economics, at http://www.christ-college.
edu/html/cble/. Dr. Terrell can be contacted
at terrelltd@marketswork.com.
1. James Bovard, Attention Deﬁcit Democracy
(New York: Palgrave MacMillian, 2006),
242.
2. Ibid., 241.
3. Ibid., 245.
Duigon, Wallis Review … cont. from page 31

the Constitution nor the Bible. But it’s
an important book in that it reﬂects a
strategy for justifying the welfare state.
It shows us how that mindset works.
Socialism can’t be justiﬁed on the
grounds that it has actually worked, because it hasn’t. It can only be defended
on the basis that it makes us feel good
to spend other people’s money on a
charitable cause.
Lee Duigon is a Christian free-lance writer
and contributing editor for Faith for All of
Life. He has been a newspaper editor and
reporter and a published novelist.

There are some problems in the
book, mostly stemming from its func-
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Wanted: old Dan Smoot Reports
509-664-8937

Presbyterian Congregation
Seeking Pastor
Bethel Presbyterian Church (PCA) is
seeking a pastor. Bethel was founded in 1979
in Lake Charles, LA a city of 75,000, and is a
loving covenant family of approximately 75
members and regular attendees. The ages of
our congregation include members under a
year old to over 80 years old.
Our congregation is interested in a man
who is thoroughly reformed and believes and
teaches that Christ and His church should be
central in every believer’s life. We believe that
the Scripture is our rule of life and practice
and we desire intelligent, faithful preaching
which has practical application, teaching us
how we can apply the Scripture to our daily
lives. The ability to become involved in the
lives of the members and to give wise and
biblical counsel is paramount.
Bethel practices a liturgical form of worship. The centrality of the Scripture and it’s
authority in our lives, the weekly observance
of the sacraments, psalms and traditional
hymns, creeds, corporate confession of sin,
and responsive readings are all important
aspects of our Sabbath worship.
Bethel is about a mile away from McNeese State University (enrollment over 8000)
and the ability to develop and teach a college
outreach is desirable. The level of education
of the members of the congregation is higher
than the demographics of our city. Most of
our adult members have college degrees or
are in school, and over a third have graduate
degrees. This being said, we are teachable and
ready to be led by our pastor.
We are especially interested in a pastor
who would be involved in the lives of the
congregation. A successful candidate must
place a high priority on frequent felllowship
and hospitality. In return he and his family can
count on being central in our lives. Our congregation has historically been very supportive of our pastors and their families, meeting
ﬁnancial and physical needs, giving room for
personal growth, and willling to follow solid
biblical teaching.
If interested, please contact the chairman
of our search committee.
Doug Barberousse
337-824-2016
harvesthome@centurytel.net

www.chalcedon.edu

August 7-12, 2006

University of California
at Santa Cruz
Speakers Include:
Mark Rushdoony • Joe Morecraft • Mike Winthers
Buddy Hanson • Brian Abshire.
Topics include Biblical Economics, the Biblical
Philosophy of History, Choosing Biblical Leaders,
Is War Biblical,and assorted Biographies.
For more information contact Reformed Heritage
Church at 408/866-5607 or visit wcwc.ws.
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biblical law
The Institute of Biblical Law
(In three volumes, by R.J. Rushdoony)
Volume I
Biblical Law is a plan for dominion under God,
whereas its rejection is to claim dominion on man’s
terms. The general principles (commandments)
of the law are discussed as well as their speciﬁc
applications (case law) in Scripture. Many consider
this to be the author’s most important work.
Hardback, 890 pages, indices, $45.00
Volume II, Law and Society
The relationship of Biblical Law to communion
and community, the sociology of the Sabbath, the
family and inheritance, and much more are covered
in the second volume. Contains an appendix by
Herbert Titus.
Hardback, 752 pages, indices, $35.00
Volume III, The Intent of the Law
“God’s law is much more than a legal code; it
is a covenantal law. It establishes a personal
relationship between God and man.” The ﬁrst
section summarizes the case laws. The author
tenderly illustrates how the law is for our good, and
makes clear the difference between the sacriﬁcial
laws and those that apply today. The second section
vividly shows the practical implications of the law.
The examples catch the reader’s attention; the author clearly has had
much experience discussing God’s law. The third section shows that
would-be challengers to God’s law produce only poison and death.
Only God’s law can claim to express God’s “covenant grace in
helping us.”
Hardback, 252 pages, indices, $25.00
Or, buy Volumes 1 and 2 and receive Volume 3 for FREE!
Ten Commandments for Today
DVD Series. Ethics remains at the center of
discussion in sports, entertainment, politics
and education as our culture searches for a
comprehensive standard to guide itself through
the darkness of the modern age. Very few
consider the Bible as the rule of conduct, and
God has been marginalized by the pluralism of
our society.
This 12-part DVD collection contains an
in-depth interview with the late Dr. R.J.
Rushdoony on the application of God’s law to our modern world. Each
commandment is covered in detail as Dr. Rushdoony challenges the

humanistic remedies that have obviously failed. Only through God’s
revealed will, as laid down in the Bible, can the standard for righteous
living be found. Rushdoony silences the critics of Christianity by
outlining the rewards of obedience as well as the consequences of
disobedience to God’s Word.
In a world craving answers, THE TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR
TODAY provides an effective and coherent solution — one that is
guaranteed success. Includes 12 segments: an introduction, one
segment on each commandment, and a conclusion.
2 DVDs, $30.00
Law and Liberty
By R.J. Rushdoony. This work examines various areas
of life from a Biblical perspective. Every area of life
must be brought under the dominion of Christ and the
government of God’s Word.
Paperback, 152 pages, $5.00
In Your Justice
By Edward J. Murphy. The implications of God’s law
over the life of man and society.
Booklet, 36 pages, $2.00
The World Under God’s Law
A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. Five areas of life
are considered in the light of Biblical Law- the
home, the church, government, economics, and the
school.
5 cassette tapes, RR418ST-5, $15.00

education
The Philosophy of the Christian Curriculum
By R.J. Rushdoony. The Christian School
represents a break with humanistic education, but,
too often, in leaving the state school, the Christian
educator has carried the state’s humanism with
him. A curriculum is not neutral: it is either a
course in humanism or training in a God-centered
faith and life. The liberal arts curriculum means
literally that course which trains students in
the arts of freedom. This raises the key question: is freedom in
and of man or Christ? The Christian art of freedom, that is, the
Christian liberal arts curriculum, is emphatically not the same as the
humanistic one. It is urgently necessary for Christian educators to
rethink the meaning and nature of the curriculum.
Paperback, 190 pages, index, $16.00

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more

Intellectual Schizophrenia
By R.J. Rushdoony. When this brilliant and
prophetic book was ﬁrst published in 1961, the
Christian homeschool movement was years
away and even Christian day schools were hardly
considered a viable educational alternative.
But this book and the author’s later Messianic
Character of American Education were a
resolute call to arms for Christian’s to get their
children out of the pagan public schools and provide them with
a genuine Christian education. Dr. Rushdoony had predicted that
the humanist system, based on anti-Christian premises of the
Enlightenment, could only get worse. Rushdoony was indeed a
prophet. He knew that education divorced from God and from all
transcendental standards would produce the educational disaster
and moral barbarism we have today. The title of this book is
particularly signiﬁcant in that Dr. Rushdoony was able to identify
the basic contradiction that pervades a secular society that rejects
God’s sovereignty but still needs law and order, justice, science, and
meaning to life. As Dr. Rushdoony writes, “there is no law, no society,
no justice, no structure, no design, no meaning apart from God.” And
so, modern man has become schizophrenic because of his rebellion
against God.
Paperback, 150 pages, index, $17.00
The Messianic Character of American Education
By R.J. Rushdoony. Rushdoony’s study tells us an
important part of American history: exactly what
has public education been trying to accomplish?
Before the 1830s and Horace Mann, no schools in
the U.S. were state supported or state controlled.
They were local, parent-teacher enterprises,
supported without taxes, and taking care of all
children. They were remarkably high in standard
and were Christian. From Mann to the present, the
state has used education to socialize the child. The school’s basic
purpose, according to its own philosophers, is not education in the
traditional sense of the 3 R’s. Instead, it is to promote “democracy”
and “equality,” not in their legal or civic sense, but in terms of the
engineering of a socialized citizenry. Public education became the
means of creating a social order of the educator’s design. Such men
saw themselves and the school in messianic terms. This book was
instrumental in launching the Christian school and homeschool
movements.
Hardback, 410 pages, index, $20.00
Mathematics: Is God Silent?
By James Nickel. This book revolutionizes the
prevailing understanding and teaching of math.
The addition of this book is a must for all upperlevel Christian school curricula and for college
students and adults interested in math or related
ﬁelds of science and religion. It will serve as a

solid refutation for the claim, often made in court, that mathematics
is one subject, which cannot be taught from a distinctively Biblical
perspective.
Revised and enlarged 2001 edition,
Paperback, 408 pages, $22.00
The Foundations of Christian Scholarship
Edited by Gary North. These are essays developing
the implications and meaning of the philosophy
of Dr. Cornelius Van Til for every area of life. The
chapters explore the implications of Biblical faith
for a variety of disciplines.
Paperback, 355 pages, indices, $24.00
The Victims of Dick and Jane
By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. America’s most
effective critic of public education shows us
how America’s public schools were remade
by educators who used curriculum to create
citizens suitable for their own vision of a
utopian socialist society. This collection of
essays will show you how and why America’s
public education declined. You will see the
educator-engineered decline of reading skills.
The author describes the causes for the decline
and the way back to competent education methodologies that will
result in a self-educated, competent, and freedom-loving populace.
Paperback, 266 pages, index, $22.00
This

american history & the constitution

Independent Republic
By Rousas John Rushdoony. First published in 1964,
this series of essays gives important insight into
American history by one who could trace American
development in terms of the Christian ideas which
gave it direction.
These essays will greatly alter your understanding
of, and appreciation for, American history. Topics
discussed include: the legal issues behind the War of Independence;
sovereignty as a theological tenet foreign to colonial political thought
and the Constitution; the desire for land as a consequence of the
belief in “inheriting the land” as a future blessing, not an immediate
economic asset; federalism’s localism as an inheritance of feudalism;
the local control of property as a guarantee of liberty; why federal
elections were long considered of less importance than local politics;
how early American ideas attributed to democratic thought were
based on religious ideals of communion and community; and the
absurdity of a mathematical concept of equality being applied to
people.
Paperback, 163 pages, index, $17.00

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more

American History to 1865
Tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. These
tapes are the most theologically complete
assessment of early American history
available, yet retain a clarity and vividness
of expression that make them ideal
for students. Rev. Rushdoony reveals
a foundation of American History of
philosophical and theological substance.
He describes not just the facts of history,
but the leading motives and movements
in terms of the thinking of the day.
Though this series does not extend beyond 1865, that year marked
the beginning of the secular attempts to rewrite history. There can be
no understanding of American History without an understanding of
the ideas which undergirded its founding and growth. Set includes 18
tapes, student questions, and teacher’s answer key in album.
18 tapes in album, RR144ST-18,
Set of “American History to 1865”, $90.00
Tape 1 1.
2.
Tape 2 3.
4.
Tape 3 5.
6.
Tape 4
Tape 5
Tape 6
Tape 7
Tape 8
Tape 9
Tape 10
Tape 11
Tape 12
Tape 13
Tape 14
Tape 15
Tape 16
Tape 17
Tape 18

Motives of Discovery & Exploration I
Motives of Discovery & Exploration II
Mercantilism
Feudalism, Monarchy & Colonies/The Fairfax Resolves 1-8
The Fairfax Resolves 9-24
The Declaration of Independence &
Articles of Confederation
7. George Washington: A Biographical Sketch
8. The U. S. Constitution, I
9. The U. S. Constitution, II
10. De Toqueville on Inheritance & Society
11. Voluntary Associations & the Tithe
12. Eschatology & History
13. Postmillennialism & the War of Independence
14. The Tyranny of the Majority
15. De Toqueville on Race Relations in America
16. The Federalist Administrations
17. The Voluntary Church, I
18. The Voluntary Church, II
19. The Jefferson Administration,
the Tripolitan War & the War of 1812
20. Religious Voluntarism on the Frontier, I
21. Religious Voluntarism on the Frontier, II
22. The Monroe & Polk Doctrines
23. Voluntarism & Social Reform
24. Voluntarism & Politics
25. Chief Justice John Marshall: Problems of
Political Voluntarism
26. Andrew Jackson: His Monetary Policy
27. The Mexican War of 1846 / Calhoun’s Disquisition
28. De Toqueville on Democratic Culture
29. De Toqueville on Equality & Individualism
30. Manifest Destiny
31. The Coming of the Civil War
32. De Toqueville on the Family
33. De Toqueville on Democracy & Power
34. The Interpretation of History, I
35. The Interpretation of History, II

The Nature of the American System
By R.J. Rushdoony. Originally published in 1965,
these essays were a continuation of the author’s
previous work, This Independent Republic, and
examine the interpretations and concepts which
have attempted to remake and rewrite America’s
past and present. “The writing of history then,
because man is neither autonomous, objective
nor ultimately creative, is always in terms of a
framework, a philosophical and ultimately religious framework in
the mind of the historian…. To the orthodox Christian, the shabby
incarnations of the reigning historiographies are both absurd and
offensive. They are idols, and he is forbidden to bow down to them
and must indeed wage war against them.”
Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00
Retreat From Liberty
A tape set by R.J. Rushdoony. 3 lessons on “The
American Indian,”“A Return to Slavery,” and “The
United Nations – A Religious Dream.”
3 cassette tapes, RR251ST-3, $9.00
The Inﬂuence of Historic Christianity on Early America
By Archie P. Jones. Early America was founded
upon the deep, extensive inﬂuence of Christianity
inherited from the medieval period and the
Protestant Reformation. That priceless heritage
was not limited to the narrow conﬁnes of
the personal life of the individual, nor to the
ecclesiastical structure. Christianity positively
and predominately (though not perfectly) shaped
culture, education, science, literature, legal
thought, legal education, political thought, law, politics, charity, and
missions.
Booklet, 88 pages, $6.00
The Future of the Conservative Movement
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. The Future of the
Conservative Movement explores the history,
accomplishments and decline of the conservative
movement, and lays the foundation for a viable
substitute to today’s compromising, ﬂoundering
conservatism.
Because the conservative movement, despite its
many sound features (including anti-statism and
anti-Communism), was not anchored in an unchangeable standard,
it eventually was hijacked from within and transformed into a scaleddown version of the very liberalism it was originally calculated to
combat.
Booklet, 67 pages, $6.00

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more

The United States: A Christian Republic
By R.J. Rushdoony. The author demolishes the modern myth that the
United States was founded by deists or humanists bent on creating a
secular republic.
Pamphlet, 7 pages, $1.00
Biblical Faith and American History
By R.J. Rushdoony. America was a break with the neoplatonic view of
religion that dominated the medieval church. The Puritans and other
groups saw Scripture as guidance for every area of life because they
viewed its author as the infallible Sovereign over every area. America’s
fall into Arminianism and revivalism, however, was a return to the
neoplatonic error that transferred the world from Christ’s shoulders to
man’s. The author saw a revival ahead in Biblical faith.
Pamphlet, 12 pages, $1.00

world history
A Christian Survey of World History
12 cassettes with notes, questions,
and answer key
in an attractive album
By R.J. Rushdoony. From tape 3:
“Can you see why a knowledge
of history is important—so that
we can see the issues as our Lord
presented them against the whole
backboard of history and to see
the battle as it is again lining up?
Because again we have the tragic
view of ancient Greece; again we
have the Persian view—tolerate both good and evil; again we have
the Assyrian-Babylonian-Egyptian view of chaos as the source of
regeneration. And we must therefore again ﬁnd our personal and
societal regeneration in Jesus Christ and His Word—all things must
be made new in terms of His Word.”
Twelve taped lessons give an overview of history from ancient times
to the 20th century as only Rev. Rushdoony could. Text includes
ﬁfteen chapters of class notes covering ancient history through the
Reformation. Text also includes review questions covering the tapes
and questions for thought and discussion. Album includes 12 tapes,
notes, and answer key.
12 tapes in album, RR160ST-12, Set of “A Christian Survey of
World History”, $75.00
Tape 1
Tape 2
Tape 3
Tape 4
Tape 5

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
Tape 6 7.
8.

Time and History: Why History is Important
Israel, Egypt, and the Ancient Near East
Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece and Jesus Christ
The Roman Republic and Empire
The Early Church
Byzantium
Islam
The Frontier Age

Tape 7 9. New Humanism or Medieval Period
Tape 8 10. The Reformation
Tape 9 11. Wars of Religion – So Called
12. The Thirty Years War
Tape 10 13. France: Louis XIV through Napoleon
Tape 11 14. England: The Puritans through Queen Victoria
Tape 12 15. 20th Century: The Intellectual – Scientiﬁc Elite

The Biblical Philosophy of History
By R.J. Rushdoony. For the orthodox Christian who
grounds his philosophy of history on the doctrine
of creation, the mainspring of history is God. Time
rests on the foundation of eternity, on the eternal
decree of God. Time and history therefore have
meaning because they were created in terms of
God’s perfect and totally comprehensive plan. The
humanist faces a meaningless world in which he
must strive to create and establish meaning. The Christian accepts
a world which is totally meaningful and in which every event moves
in terms of God’s purpose; he submits to God’s meaning and ﬁnds
his life therein. This is an excellent introduction to Rushdoony. Once
the reader sees Rushdoony’s emphasis on God’s sovereignty over
all of time and creation, he will understand his application of this
presupposition in various spheres of life and thought.
Paperback, 138 pages, $22.00
James I: The Fool as King
By Otto Scott. In this study, Otto Scott writes about
one of the “holy” fools of humanism who worked
against the faith from within. This is a major
historical work and marvelous reading.
Hardback, 472 pages, $20.00
Christian Reconstruction in England
A cassette tape series by R.J. Rushdoony,
previously released as English History examines
the impact of John Wycliffe, Richard III, Oliver
Cromwell, and John Milton on English history.
5 cassette tapes, RR135ST-5, $15.00

church history
The “Atheism” of the Early Church
By Rousas John Rushdoony. Early Christians were
called “heretics” and “atheists” when they denied
the gods of Rome, in particular the divinity of
the emperor and the statism he embodied in his
personality cult. These Christians knew that Jesus
Christ, not the state, was their Lord and that this
faith required a different kind of relationship to
the state than the state demanded. Because Jesus
Christ was their acknowledged Sovereign, they
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consciously denied such esteem to all other claimants. Today the
church must take a similar stand before the modern state.
Paperback, 64 pages, $12.00
The Foundations of Social Order: Studies in
the Creeds and Councils of the Early Church
By R.J. Rushdoony. Every social order rests on a
creed, on a concept of life and law, and represents a
religion in action. The basic faith of a society means
growth in terms of that faith. Now the creeds and
councils of the early church, in hammering out
deﬁnitions of doctrines, were also laying down the
foundations of Christendom with them. The life of a
society is its creed; a dying creed faces desertion or subversion readily.
Because of its indifference to its creedal basis in Biblical Christianity,
western civilization is today facing death and is in a life and death
struggle with humanism.
Paperback, 197 pages, index, $16.00

philosophy
The Death of Meaning
By Rousas John Rushdoony. For centuries on end,
humanistic philosophers have produced endless
books and treatises which attempt to explain
reality without God or the mediatory work of His
Son, Jesus Christ. Modern philosophy has sought
to explain man and his thought process without
acknowledging God, His Revelation, or man’s sin.
God holds all such efforts in derision and subjects
their authors and adherents to futility. Philosophers
who rebel against God are compelled to abandon meaning itself, for
they possess neither the tools nor the place to anchor it. The works of
darkness championed by philosophers past and present need to be
exposed and reproved.
In this volume, Dr. Rushdoony clearly enunciates each major
philosopher’s position and its implications, identiﬁes the intellectual
and moral consequences of each school of thought, and traces the
dead-end to which each naturally leads. There is only one foundation.
Without Christ, meaning and morality are anchored to shifting sand,
and a counsel of despair prevails. This penetrating yet brief volume
provides clear guidance, even for laymen unfamiliar with philosophy.
Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00
The Word of Flux: Modern Man and the Problem
of Knowledge
By R.J. Rushdoony. Modern man has a problem with
knowledge. He cannot accept God’s Word about the
world or anything else, so anything which points
to God must be called into question. Man, once he
makes himself ultimate, is unable to know anything

but himself. Because of this impass, modern thinking has become
progressively pragmatic. This book will lead the reader to understand
that this problem of knowledge underlies the isolation and selftorment of modern man. Can you know anything if you reject God
and His revelation? This book takes the reader into the heart of
modern man’s intellectual dilemma.
Paperback, 127 pages, indices, $19.00
To Be As God: A Study of Modern Thought
Since the Marquis De Sade
By R.J. Rushdoony. This monumental work is a
series of essays on the inﬂuential thinkers and
ideas in modern times. The author begins with
De Sade, who self-consciously broke with any
Christian basis for morality and law. Enlightenment
thinking began with nature as the only reality, and
Christianity was reduced to one option among many. It was then, in
turn, attacked as anti-democratic and anti-freedom for its dogmatic
assertion of the supernatural. Literary ﬁgures such as Shelly, Byron,
Whitman, and more are also examined, for the Enlightenment
presented both the intellectual and the artist as replacement for the
theologian and his church. Ideas, such as “the spirit of the age,” truth,
reason, Romanticism, persona, and Gnosticism are related to the
desire to negate God and Christian ethics. Reading this book will
help you understand the need to avoid the syncretistic blending of
humanistic philosophy with the Christian faith.
Paperback, 230 pages, indices, $21.00
By What Standard?
By R.J. Rushdoony. An introduction into the
problems of Christian philosophy. It focuses on
the philosophical system of Dr. Cornelius Van Til,
which in turn is founded upon the presuppositions
of an infallible revelation in the Bible and the
necessity of Christian theology for all philosophy.
This is Rushdoony’s foundational work on
philosophy.
Hardback, 212 pages, index, $14.00
The One and the Many
By R.J. Rushdoony. Subtitled Studies in the
Philosophy of Order and Ultimacy, this work
discusses the problem of understanding unity vs.
particularity, oneness vs. individuality. “Whether
recognized or not, every argument and every
theological, philosophical, political, or any other
exposition is based on a presupposition about
man, God, and society—about reality. This
presupposition rules and determines the conclusion; the effect is the
result of a cause. And one such basic presupposition is with reference
to the one and the many.” The author ﬁnds the answer in the Biblical
doctrine of the Trinity.
Paperback, 375 pages, index, $15.00
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The Flight from Humanity
By R.J. Rushdoony. Subtitled A Study of the Effect of
Neoplatonism on Christianity.
Neoplatonism is a Greek philosophical assumption
about the world. It views that which is form or spirit
(such as mind) as good and that which is physical
(ﬂesh) as evil. But Scripture says all of man fell into
sin, not just his ﬂesh. The ﬁrst sin was the desire
to be as god, determining good and evil apart
from God (Gen. 3:5). Neoplatonism presents man’s dilemma as a
metaphysical one, whereas Scripture presents it as a moral problem.
Basing Christianity on this false Neoplatonic idea will always shift the
faith from the Biblical perspective. The ascetic quest sought to take
refuge from sins of the ﬂesh but failed to address the reality of sins of
the heart and mind. In the name of humility, the ascetics manifested
arrogance and pride. This pagan idea of spirituality entered the
church and is the basis of some chronic problems in Western
civilization.
Paperback, 66 pages, $5.00
Humanism, the Deadly Deception
A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. Six lessons
present humanism as a religious faith of sinful
men. Humanistic views of morality and law are
contrasted with the Christian view of faith and
providence.
3 cassette tapes, RR137ST-3, $9.00
Epistemology: How Do We Know?
A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. Eleven lessons
on the discipline largely ignored by the modern
thinker. Learn how philosophers such as Descartes
and Camus changed modern thought. See how
circular reasoning is an unavoidable fact of
man’s creaturehood. Understand how modern man is increasingly
irrational, as witness the “death of god” movement. This is a good
companion set to the author’s book, The Word of Flux.
4 cassette tapes, RR101ST-4, $12.00
A History of Modern Philosophy
A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. Nine lessons trace
modern thought. Hear a Christian critique of
Descartes, Berkeley, Kant, Hegel, Marx, Sade, and
Genet. Learn how modern philosophy has been
used to deny a Christian world-view and propose a
new order, a new morality, and a new man.
8 cassette tapes, RR261ST-8, $21.00

psychology
Politics of Guilt and Pity
By R.J. Rushdoony. From the foreword by Steve
Schlissel: “Rushdoony sounds the clarion call of
liberty for all who remain oppressed by Christian
leaders who wrongfully lord it over the souls of
God’s righteous ones.… I pray that the entire
book will not only instruct you in the method
and content of a Biblical worldview, but actually
bring you further into the glorious freedom of
the children of God. Those who walk in wisdom’s
ways become immune to the politics of guilt and pity.”
Hardback, 371 pages, index, $20.00
Revolt Against Maturity
By. R.J. Rushdoony. This is a study of the Biblical
doctrine of psychology. The Biblical view sees
psychology as a branch of theology dealing with
man as a fallen creature marked by a revolt against
maturity.
Hardback, 334 pages, index, $18.00

science
The Mythology of Science
By R.J. Rushdoony. This book points out the
fraud of the empirical claims of much modern
science since Charles Darwin. This book is about
the religious nature of evolutionary thought,
how these religious presuppositions underlie
our modern intellectual paradigm, and how
they are deferred to as sacrosanct by institutions
and disciplines far removed from the empirical
sciences. The “mythology” of modern science is its religious devotion
to the myth of evolution. Evolution “so expresses or coincides
with the contemporary spirit that its often radical contradictions
and absurdities are never apparent, in that they express the basic
presuppositions, however untenable, of everyday life and thought.” In
evolution, man is the highest expression of intelligence and reason,
and such thinking will not yield itself to submission to a God it views
as a human cultural creation, useful, if at all, only in a cultural context.
The basis of science and all other thought will ultimately be found in
a higher ethical and philosophical context; whether or not this is seen
as religious does not change the nature of that context. “Part of the
mythology of modern evolutionary science is its failure to admit that
it is a faith-based paradigm.”
Paperback, 134 pages, $17.00
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Alive: An Enquiry into the Origin and
Meaning of Life
By Dr. Magnus Verbrugge, M.D. This study is of
major importance as a critique of scientiﬁc theory,
evolution, and contemporary nihilism in scientiﬁc
thought. Dr. Verbrugge, son-in-law of the late
Dr. H. Dooyeweerd and head of the Dooyeweerd
Foundation, applies the insights of Dooyeweerd’s
thinking to the realm of science. Animism and
humanism in scientiﬁc theory are brilliantly discussed.
Paperback, 159 pages, $14.00
Creation According to the Scriptures
Edited by P. Andrew Sandlin. Subtitled: A
Presuppositional Defense of Literal Six-Day
Creation, this symposium by thirteen authors
is a direct frontal assault on all wafﬂing views
of Biblical creation. It explodes the “Framework
Hypothesis,” so dear to the hearts of many
respectability-hungry Calvinists, and it throws
down the gauntlet to all who believe they can
maintain a consistent view of Biblical infallibility while abandoning
literal, six-day creation. It is a must reading for all who are observing
closely the gradual defection of many allegedly conservative churches
and denominations, or who simply want a greater grasp of an
orthodox, God-honoring view of the Bible.
Paperback, 159 pages, $18.00

economics
Making Sense of Your Dollars:
A Biblical Approach to Wealth
By Ian Hodge. The author puts the creation and use
of wealth in their Biblical context. Debt has put the
economies of nations and individuals in dangerous
straits. This book discusses why a business is
the best investment, as well as the issues of debt
avoidance and insurance. Wealth is a tool for
dominion men to use as faithful stewards.
Paperback, 192 pages, index, $12.00
Larceny in the Heart: The Economics of
Satan and the Inﬂationary State
By R.J. Rushdoony. In this study, ﬁrst published
under the title Roots of Inﬂation, the reader sees
why envy often causes the most successful and
advanced members of society to be deemed
criminals. The reader is shown how envious
man ﬁnds any superiority in others intolerable
and how this leads to a desire for a leveling.
The author uncovers the larceny in the heart of

man and its results. See how class warfare and a social order based
on conﬂict lead to disaster. This book is essential reading for an
understanding of the moral crisis of modern economics and the only
certain long-term cure.
Paperback, 144 pages, indices, $18.00
Christianity and Capitalism
By R.J. Rushdoony. In a simple, straightforward style, the Christian
case for capitalism is presented. Capital, in the form of individual and
family property, is protected in Scripture and is necessary for liberty.
Pamphlet, 8 pages, $1.00
A Christian View of Vocation:
The Glory of the Mundane
By Terry Applegate. To many Christians, business is
a “dirty” occupation ﬁt only for greedy, manipulative
unbelievers. The author, a successful Christian
businessman, explodes this myth in this hardhitting title.
Pamphlet, 12 pages, $1.00

biblical studies
Genesis, Volume I of Commentaries
on the Pentateuch
By Rousas John Rushdoony. Genesis begins the
Bible, and is foundational to it. In recent years, it
has become commonplace for both humanists
and churchmen to sneer at anyone who takes
Genesis 1-11 as historical. Yet to believe in
the myth of evolution is to accept trillions of
miracles to account for our cosmos. Spontaneous
generation, the development of something out of
nothing, and the blind belief in the miraculous powers of chance,
require tremendous faith. Darwinism is irrationality and insanity
compounded. Theology without literal six-day creationism becomes
alien to the God of Scripture because it turns from the God Who
acts and Whose Word is the creative word and the word of power,
to a belief in process as god. The god of the non-creationists is the
creation of man and a ﬁgment of their imagination. They must play
games with the Bible to vindicate their position. Evolution is both
naive and irrational. Its adherents violate the scientiﬁc canons they
profess by their fanatical and intolerant belief. The entire book of
Genesis is basic to Biblical theology. The church needs to re-study it
to recognize its centrality.
Hardback, 297 pages, indices, $45.00
Exodus, Volume II of Commentaries
on the Pentateuch
Essentially, all of mankind is on some sort of an
exodus. However, the path of fallen man is vastly

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more

different from that of the righteous. Apart from Jesus Christ and His
atoning work, the exodus of a fallen humanity means only a further
descent from sin into death. But in Christ, the exodus is now a glorious
ascent into the justice and dominion of the everlasting Kingdom of God.
Therefore, if we are to better understand the gracious
provisions made for us in the “promised land” of the New
Covenant, a thorough examination into the historic path of Israel as
described in the book of Exodus is essential. It is to this end that this
volume was written.
Hardback, 554 pages, indices, $45.00

the earth could not contain all that could be said, the testimony given
by John is “faithful.”

Sermons on Exodus - 132 lectures by

39 cassette tapes, RR197ST-39, $108.00

R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 CDs), $59.99
Save by getting the book and 2 CDs
together for only $94.99
Leviticus, Volume III of Commentaries
on the Pentateuch
Much like the book of Proverbs, any emphasis upon
the practical applications of God’s law is readily
shunned in pursuit of more “spiritual” studies. Books
like Leviticus are considered dull, overbearing, and
irrelevant. But man was created in God’s image and
is duty-bound to develop the implications of that
image by obedience to God’s law.
The book of Leviticus contains over ninety
references to the word holy. The purpose, therefore, of this third
book of the Pentateuch is to demonstrate the legal foundation of
holiness in the totality of our lives. This present study is dedicated to
equipping His church for that redemptive mission.
Hardback, 449 pages, indices, $45.00

Sermons on Leviticus 79 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3
(1 CD), $40.00
Save by getting the book and CD
together for only $76.00

The Gospel of John
By R.J. Rushdoony. In this commentary the author
maps out the glorious gospel of John, starting from
the obvious parallel to Genesis 1 (“In the beginning
was the Word”) and through to the glorious
conclusion of Christ’s death and resurrection.
Nothing more clearly reveals the gospel than
Christ’s atoning death and His resurrection. They
tell us that Jesus Christ has destroyed the power of
sin and death. John therefore deliberately limits the
number of miracles he reports in order to point to and concentrate
on our Lord’s death and resurrection. The Jesus of history is He who
made atonement for us, died, and was resurrected. His life cannot be
understood apart from this, nor can we know His history in any other
light. This is why John’s “testimony is true,” and, while books ﬁlling

Hardback, 320 pages, indices, $26.00
Companion tape series to The Gospel of John
A cassette series by R.J. Rushdoony. Seventy sermons
cover John’s entire gospel and parallel the chapters
in the author’s commentary, The Gospel of John,
making this a valuable group Bible study series.

Chariots of Prophetic Fire:
Studies in Elijah and Elisha
By R. J. Rushdoony. See how close Israel’s
religious failure resembles our own! Read this
to see how the modern Christian is again guilty
of Baal worship, of how inﬂation-fed prosperity
caused a loosening of morals, syncretism and a
decline in educational performance.
As in the days of Elijah and Elisha, it is once
again said to be a virtue to tolerate evil and
condemn those who do not. This book will challenge you to resist
compromise and the temptation of expediency. It will help you take a
stand by faith for God’s truth in a culture of falsehoods.
Hardback, 163 pages, indices, $30.00
Romans and Galatians
By R.J. Rushdoony. From the author’s
introduction: “I do not disagree with
the liberating power of the Reformation
interpretation, but I believe that it provides
simply the beginning of our understanding of
Romans, not its conclusion....
The great problem in the church’s interpretation
of Scripture has been its ecclesiastical orientation,
as though God speaks only to the church, and commands only
the church. The Lord God speaks in and through His Word to the
whole man, to every man, and to every area of life and thought….
To assume that the Triune Creator of all things is in His word
and person only relevant to the church is to deny His Lordship or
sovereignty. If we turn loose the whole Word of God onto the church
and the world, we shall see with joy its power and glory. This is the
purpose of my brief comments on Romans.”
Hardback, 446 pages, indices, $24.00
Companion tape series to Romans and Galatians
Romans - “Living by Faith”
A cassette series by R.J. Rushdoony. Sixty-three
sermons on Paul’s epistle. Use as group Bible
study with Romans and Galatians.
32 cassette tapes, RR414 ST-32, $96.00
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Galatians - “Living by Faith”
A cassette series by R.J. Rushdoony. These nineteen sermons
completed his study and commentary.
10 cassette tapes, RR415ST-10, $30.00

I Corinthians - “Godly Social Order”
47 lessons. 25 cassette tapes, RR417ST-25, $75.00
II Corinthians - “Godly Social Order”
25 lessons. 13 cassette tapes, RR416ST-13, $39.00

Hebrews, James and Jude
By R.J. Rushdoony. There is a resounding call in
Hebrews, which we cannot forget without going
astray: “Let us go forth therefore unto him without
the camp, bearing his reproach” (13:13). This is a
summons to serve Christ the Redeemer-King fully
and faithfully, without compromise.

I John
15 lessons on the ﬁrst epistle of John, plus a bonus lesson on the
incarnation. Rev. Rushdoony passed away before he could complete
this, his last sermon series.
16 lessons. 8 cassette tapes, RR419ST-8, $24.00

When James, in his epistle, says that faith without
works is dead, he tells us that faith is not a mere
matter of words, but it is of necessity a matter of life. “Pure religion
and undeﬁled” requires Christian charity and action. Anything
short of this is a self-delusion. James’s letter is a corrective the
church needs badly.

Galatians - “Heresy in Galatia”
10 lessons. 5 cassette tapes, MR100ST-5, $15.00

Jude similarly recalls us to Jesus Christ’s apostolic commission,
“Remember ye the words which have been spoken before by the
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 17). Jude’s letter reminds us
of the necessity for a new creation beginning with us, and of the
inescapable triumph of the Kingdom of God.
Hardback, 260 pages, $30.00
Companion tape series to Hebrews, James
and Jude
Hebrew and James - “The True Mediator”
A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. 48 lessons
Hebrews and James.

Exegetical Sermon Series by Rev. Mark R. Rushdoony

Ephesians – “Partakers of God’s Promise”
24 lessons. 12 cassette tapes, MR108ST-12, $36.00
Colossians - “The Sufﬁciency of Christ”
10 lessons. 5 cassette tapes, MR101ST-5, $15.00
I Timothy – “Right Doctrine and Practice”
27 lessons. 14 cassette tapes, MR102ST-14, $42.00
II Timothy – “Faithfulness and Diligence”
14 lessons. 7 cassette tapes, MR106ST-7, $21.00
Titus – “Speak with All Authority”
11 lessons. 6 cassette tapes, MR105ST-6, $18.00
Philemon – “For My Son, Onesimus”
4 lessons. 2 cassette tapes, MR107ST-2, $6.00
“Doers of the Word” - Sermons in James
7 lessons. 4 cassette tapes, MR104ST-4, $12.00

26 cassette tapes, RR198ST-26, $75.00
Jude - “Enemies in the Church”
A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. 4 lessons on Jude by R.J. Rushdoony.
2 cassette tapes, RR400ST-2, $9.00
More Exegetical Tape Series by Rev. R.J. Rushdoony
Exodus - “Unity of Law and Grace”
125 lessons. 70 cassette tapes, RR171ST-70, $195.00
Leviticus - “The Law of Holiness and Grace”
79 lessons. 40 cassette tapes, RR172ST-40, $120.00
Numbers - “Faith, Law and History”
63 lessons. 38 cassette tapes, RR181ST-38, $102.00
Deuteronomy - “The Law and the Family”
110 lessons. 63 cassette tapes, RR187ST-63, $168.00

theology
Systematic Theology
(in two volumes)
By R. J. Rushdoony. Theology belongs
in the pulpit, the school, the workplace,
the family and everywhere. Society as
a whole is weakened when theology
is neglected. Without a systematic
application of theology, too often people
approach the Bible with a smorgasbord
mentality, picking and choosing that which pleases
them. This two-volume set addresses this subject in order to assist in
the application of the Word of God to every area of life and thought.
Hardback, 1301 pages, indices, $70.00 per set

The Sermon on the Mount
25 lessons. 13 cassette tapes, RR412ST-13, $39.00
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Companion tape series to R. J. Rushdoony’s
Systematic Theology
These tape series represent just a few of the many topics represented
in the above work. They are useful for Bible study groups, Sunday
Schools, etc. All are by Rev. R. J. Rushdoony.
Creation and Providence
17 lessons. 9 cassette tapes, RR407ST-9,
$27.00

systematic perspectives. The author defends predestination from
the perspective of Martin Luther, showing he was as vigorously
predestinarian as John Calvin. At the same time, the author provides a
compellingly systematic theological understanding of predestination.
This book will give the reader a fuller understanding of the
sovereignty of God.
Paperback, 314 pages, $24.00

The Doctrine of the Covenant
22 lessons. 11 cassette tapes, RR406ST-11,
$33.00

The Lordship of Christ
By Arend ten Pas. The author shows that to limit Christ’s
work in history to salvation and not to include lordship is
destructive of the faith and leads to false doctrine.

The Doctrine of Sin
22 lessons. 11 cassette tapes, RR409ST-11, $33.00

Booklet, 29 pages, $2.50

The Doctrine of Salvation
20 lessons. 10 cassette tapes, RR408ST-10, $30.00
The Doctrine of the Church
30 lessons. 17 cassette tapes, RR401ST-17, $45.00
The Theology of the Land
20 lessons. 10 cassette tapes, RR403ST-10, $30.00
The Theology of Work
19 lessons. 10 cassette tapes, RR404ST-10, $30.00
The Doctrine of Authority
19 lessons. 10 cassette tapes, RR402ST-10, $30.00
Infallibility and Interpretation
By Rousas John Rushdoony & P. Andrew Sandlin.
The authors argue for infallibility from a distinctly
presuppositional perspective. That is, their
arguments are unapologetically circular because
they believe all ultimate claims are based on one’s
beginning assumptions. The question of Biblical
infallibility rests ultimately in one’s belief about the
character of God. They believe man is a creature
of faith, not, following the Enlightenment’s humanism, of reason.
They afﬁrm Biblical infallibility because the God Whom the Bible
reveals could speak in no other way than infallibly, and because the
Bible in which God is revealed asserts that God alone speaks infallibly.
Men deny infallibility to God not for intellectual reasons, but for
ethical reasons—they are sinners in rebellion against God and His
authority in favor of their own. The authors wrote convinced that
only by a recovery of faith in an infallible Bible and obedience to its
every command can Christians hope to turn back evil both in today’s
church and culture.
Paperback, 100 pages, $6.00
Predestination in Light of the Cross
By John B. King, Jr. This book is a thorough
presentation of the Biblical doctrine of absolute
predestination from both the dogmatic and

The Church Is Israel Now
By Charles D. Provan. For the last century,
Christians have been told that God has an
unconditional love for persons racially descended
from Abraham. Membership in Israel is said to be
a matter of race, not faith. This book repudiates
such a racialist viewpoint and abounds in
Scripture references which show that the blessings
of Israel were transferred to all those who accept
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
Paperback, 74 pages, $12.00
The Guise of Every Graceless Heart
By Terrill Irwin Elniff. An extremely important
and fresh study of Puritan thought in early
America. On Biblical and theological grounds,
Puritan preachers and writers challenged the
autonomy of man, though not always consistently.
Hardback, 120 pages, $7.00
The Great Christian Revolution
By Otto Scott, Mark R. Rushdoony, R.J. Rushdoony,
John Lofton, and Martin Selbrede. A major
work on the impact of Reformed thinking on
our civilization. Some of the studies, historical
and theological, break new ground and provide
perspectives previously unknown or neglected.
Hardback, 327 pages, $22.00
The Necessity for Systematic Theology
By R.J. Rushdoony. Scripture gives us as its underlying unity a uniﬁed
doctrine of God and His order. Theology must be systematic to be
true to the God of Scripture.
Booklet (now part of the author’s Systematic Theology),
74 pages, $2.00
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Keeping Our Sacred Trust
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. The Bible and the
Christian Faith have been under attack in one way
or another throughout much of the history of the
church, but only in recent times have these attacks
been perceived within the church as a healthy
alternative to orthodoxy. This book is a trumpet
blast heralding a full-orbed, Biblical, orthodox
Christianity. The hope of the modern world is not
a passive compromise with passing heterodox fads, but aggressive
devotion to the time-honored Faith “once delivered to the saints.”

Tithing and Dominion
By Edward A. Powell and R.J. Rushdoony. God’s Kingdom covers all
things in its scope, and its immediate ministry includes, according
to Scripture, the ministry of grace (the church), instruction (the
Christian and homeschool), help to the needy (the diaconate), and
many other things. God’s appointed means for ﬁnancing His Kingdom
activities is centrally the tithe. This work afﬁrms that the Biblical
requirement of tithing is a continuing aspect of God’s law-word and
cannot be neglected. This book is “must reading” as Christians work
to take dominion in the Lord’s name.
Hardback, 146 pages, index, $12.00

Paperback, 167 pages, $19.00
Infallibility: An Inescapable Concept
By R.J. Rushdoony. “The doctrine of the infallibility of Scripture can
be denied, but the concept of infallibility as such cannot be logically
denied. Infallibility is an inescapable concept. If men refuse to ascribe
infallibility to Scripture, it is because the concept has been transferred
to something else. The word infallibility is not normally used in these
transfers; the concept is disguised and veiled, but in a variety of ways,
infallibility is ascribed to concepts, things, men and institutions.”
Booklet (now part of the author’s Systematic Theology),
69 pages, $2.00
The Incredible Scoﬁeld and His Book
By Joseph M. Canﬁeld. This powerful and fully documented study
exposes the questionable background and faulty theology of the
man responsible for the popular Scoﬁeld Reference Bible, which did
much to promote the dispensational system. The story is disturbing
in its historical account of the illusive personality canonized as a
dispensational saint and calls into question the seriousness of his
motives and scholarship.

Salvation and Godly Rule
By R.J. Rushdoony. Salvation in Scripture includes
in its meaning “health” and “victory.” By limiting
the meaning of salvation, men have limited the
power of God and the meaning of the Gospel.
Paperback, 512 pages, indices, $35.00
A Conquering Faith
By William O. Einwechter. This monograph takes
on the doctrinal defection of today’s church
by providing Christians with an introductory
treatment of six vital areas of Christian doctrine:
God’s sovereignty, Christ’s Lordship, God’s law, the
authority of Scripture, the dominion mandate, and
the victory of Christ and His church in history. This
easy-to-read booklet is a welcome antidote to the
humanistic theology of the 21st century church.
Booklet, 44 pages, $8.00

Christianity and the State
By R.J. Rushdoony. This book develops a Biblical
view of the state against the modern state’s
humanism and its attempts to govern all spheres
of life.

Noble Savages: Exposing the Worldview
of Pornographers and Their War Against
Christian Civilization
In this powerful book Noble Savages (formerly
The Politics of Pornography) Rushdoony
demonstrates that in order for modern man to
justify his perversion he must reject the Biblical
doctrine of the fall of man. If there is no fall, the
Marquis de Sade argued, then all that man does
is normative. Rushdoony concluded, “[T]he world will soon catch up
with Sade, unless it abandons its humanistic foundations.”
In his conclusion Rushdoony wrote, “Symptoms are important
and sometimes very serious, but it is very wrong and dangerous to
treat symptoms rather than the underlying disease. Pornography
is a symptom; it is not the problem.” What is the problem? It’s the
philosophy behind pornography — the rejection of the fall of man
that makes normative all that man does. Learn it all in this timeless
classic.

Hardback, 192 pages, indices, $18.00

Paperback, 148 pages, $18.00

Paperback, 394 pages, $24.00
The Will of God of the Will of Man
By Mark R. Rushdoony. God’s will and man’s will are both involved in
man’s salvation, but the church has split in answering the question,
“Whose will is determinative?”
Pamphlet, 5 pages, $1.00

taking dominion

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more

Towards a Christian Marriage
Edited by Elizabeth Fellerson. The law of God makes clear how
important and how central marriage is. God the Son came into the
world neither through church nor state but through a family. This
tells us that marriage, although nonexistent in heaven, is, all the
same, central to this world. We are to live here under God as physical
creatures whose lives are given their great training-ground in terms
of the Kingdom of God by marriage. Our Lord stresses the fact that
marriage is our normal calling. This book consists of essays on the
importance of a proper Christian perspective on marriage.
Hardback, 43 pages, $8.00
The Theology of the State
A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. 37 lessons that are also from a
portion of Rev. Rushdoony’s
2-volume Systematic Theology.
14 cassette tapes, RR405ST-14, $42.00
Roots of Reconstruction
By R.J. Rushdoony. This large volume provides all of Rushdoony’s
Chalcedon Report articles from the beginning in 1965 to mid-1989.
These articles were, with his books, responsible for the Christian
Reconstruction and theonomy movements.

soon and solve all their problems. But the rapture did not come, and
our nation only slid further into sin.
God’s people must be taught how to ﬁght and win the battles ahead. In
this small volume, you will discover how the church is God’s armory,
designed by Him to equip and train His people for spiritual war and
prepare them for victory.
Booklet, 83 pages, $6.00
Dominion-oriented tape series by
Rev. R.J. Rushdoony
The Doctrine of the Family
10 lessons that also form part of the author’s 2volume Systematic Theology.
5 cassette tapes, RR410ST-5, $15.00
Christian Ethics
8 lessons on ethics, change, freedom, the Kingdom of God,
dominion, and understanding the future.
8 cassette tapes, RR132ST-8, $24.00
The Total Crown Rights of Christ the King
6 lessons on victory and dominion.
3 cassette tapes, CN103ST-3, $9.00

Hardback, 1124 pages, $20.00

Tape series by Rev. Douglas F. Kelly

A Comprehensive Faith
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. This is the surprise
Festschrift presented to R.J. Rushdoony at his
80th birthday celebration in April, 1996. These
essays are in gratitude to Rush’s inﬂuence and
elucidate the importance of his theological and
philosophical contributions in numerous ﬁelds.
Contributors include Theodore Letis, Brian
Abshire, Steve Schlissel, Joe Morecraft III, JeanMarc Berthoud, Byron Snapp, Samuel Blumenfeld, Christine and
Thomas Schirrmacher, Herbert W. Titus, Owen Fourie, Ellsworth
McIntyre, Howard Phillips, Joseph McAuliffe, Andrea Schwartz, David
Estrada-Herrero, Stephen Perks, Ian Hodge, and Colonel V. Doner. Also
included is a forward by John Frame and a brief biographical sketch
of R. J. Rushdoony’s life by Mark Rushdoony. This book was produced
as a “top-secret” project by Friends of Chalcedon and donated to Ross
House Books. It is sure to be a collector’s item one day.

Reclaiming God’s World
3 lessons on secularism vs. Christianity, restoration in the church,
and revival.
3 cassette tapes, DK106ST-3, $9.00

Hardback, 244 pages, $23.00
The Church as God’s Armory
By Brian Abshire. What if they gave a war and
nobody came? In the great spiritual battles of the
last century, with the soul of an entire culture at
stake, a large segment of the evangelical church
went AWOL. Christians retreated into a religious
ghetto, conceding the world to the Devil and
hoping anxiously that the rapture would come

eschatology
Thy Kingdom Come: Studies in Daniel
and Revelation
By R.J. Rushdoony. First published in 1970,
this book helped spur the modern rise of
postmillennialism. Revelation’s details are
often perplexing, even bafﬂing, and yet its main
meaning is clear—it is a book about victory. It tells
us that our faith can only result in victory. “This
is the victory that overcomes the world, even our
faith” (1 John 5:4). This is why knowing Revelation is so important. It
assures us of our victory and celebrates it. Genesis 3 tells us of the fall
of man into sin and death. Revelation gives us man’s victory in Christ
over sin and death. The vast and total victory, in time and eternity, set
forth by John in Revelation is too important to bypass. This victory
is celebrated in Daniel and elsewhere, in the entire Bible. We are not
given a Messiah who is a loser. These eschatological texts make clear
that the essential good news of the entire Bible is victory, total victory.
Paperback, 271 pages, $19.00

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more

Thine is the Kingdom:
A Study of the Postmillennial Hope
Edited by Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr. Israel’s
misunderstanding of eschatology eventually
destroyed her by leading her to reject the
Messiah and the coming of the Kingdom
of Heaven. Likewise, false eschatological
speculation is destroying the church today, by
leading her to neglect her Christian calling
and to set forth false expectations. In this
volume, edited by Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., the reader is presented with
a blend of Biblical exegesis of key Scripture passages, theological
reﬂection on important doctrinal issues, and practical application for
faithful Christian living.
Thine is the Kingdom lays the scriptural foundation for a Biblicallybased, hope-ﬁlled postmillennial eschatology, while showing
what it means to be postmillennial in the real world. The book
is both an introduction to and defense of the eschatology of
victory. Chapters include contemporary writers Keith A. Mathison,
William O. Einwechter, Jeffrey Ventrella, and Kenneth L. Gentry,
Jr., as well as chapters by giants of the faith Benjamin B. Warﬁeld
and J.A. Alexander. This work should prove immensely helpful for
understanding and defending the postmillennial hope. It should also
enliven our prayer to God as we faithfully pray: “Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven…. thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.”
Paperback, 260 pages, $22.00

biography
Back Again Mr. Begbie
The Life Story of Rev. Lt. Col. R.J.G.
Begbie OBE
This biography is more than a story of the three
careers of one remarkable man. It is a chronicle of
a son of old Christendom as a leader of Christian
revival in the twentieth century. Personal history
shows the greater story of what the Holy Spirit can
and does do in the evangelization of the world.
Paperback, 357 pages, $24.00

journals
The Journal of Christian Reconstruction
The purpose of the Journal is to rethink every area
of life and thought and to do so in the clearest
possible terms. The Journal strives to recover the
great intellectual heritage of the Christian Faith
and is a leading dispenser of Christian scholarship.
Each issue provides in-depth studies on how the
Christian Faith applies in modern life. A collection
of the Journal constitutes a reference library of
seminal issues of our day.

God’s Plan for Victory
By R.J. Rushdoony. An entire generation of victoryminded Christians, spurred by the victorious
postmillennial vision of Chalcedon, has emerged
to press what the Puritan Fathers called “the
Crown Rights of Christ the King” in all areas of
modern life. Central to that optimistic generation
is Rousas John Rushdoony’s jewel of a study, God’s
Plan for Victory (originally published in 1977).
The founder of the Christian Reconstruction movement set forth
in potent, cogent terms the older Puritan vision of the irrepressible
advancement of Christ’s kingdom by His faithful saints employing the
entire law-Word of God as the program for earthly victory.

Volume Discounts: You may deduct 25% if ordering six or
more issues (see order form).

Booklet, 41 pages, $6.00

Vol. 2, No. 2: Symposium on Biblical Law
What Scripture tells us about law, the coming crisis in criminal
investigation, pornography, community, the function of law, and
much more. $13.00

Eschatology
A 32-lesson tape series by Rev. R.J. Rushdoony.
Learn about the meaning of eschatology for
everyday life, the covenant and eschatology,
the restoration of God’s order, the resurrection,
the last judgment, paradise, hell, the second
coming, the new creation, and the relationship
of eschatology to man’s duty.
16 cassette tapes, RR411ST-16, $48.00

Vol. 1, No. 1: Symposium on Creation
Geological, mathematical, philosophical, biological, theological and
other approaches to the subject of creation. $13.00
Vol. 1, No. 2: Symposium on Satanism
Occultism from the days of the early church to the present, its
meaning, and the Christian perspective. $13.00
Vol. 2, No. 1: Symposium on Christian Economics
Medieval, Reformation, and contemporary developments, the causes
of inﬂation, Manichaenism, law and economics, and much more.
$13.00

Vol. 3, No. 1: Symposium on Christianity and the American
Revolution
The Christian root, the religious liberty issue, the Franklin legends,
myths and realities of 1776. $13.00
Vol. 5, No. 1: Symposium on Politics
Modern politics is highly religious, but its religion is humanism.
This journal examines the Christian alternative. $13.00

Save 15% on orders of $50.00 or more

Vol. 8, No. 1: Symposium on Social Action
The Christian mission is to every area of life, including the social
structures, and hence all areas are to be brought under Christ’s
domain. $13.00
Vol. 8, No. 2: Symposium on the Atonement
At the heart of our Faith is the doctrine of the atonement. This has
tremendous implications for all of life. This is more than a church
doctrine; it is impossible for man to live without atonement, but all
too often the atonement we seek is a false one. $13.00
Vol. 9, No. 1 & 2: Symposium on Christian Reconstruction in the
Western World Today
(Special Double Issue) Christian Reconstruction is under way today
in the church, in politics, in science, the arts, daily living, and many
other areas. In this issue, there are reports on what is happening, as
well as on critical issues which face us and require reconstruction.
$19.00
Vol. 10, No. 1: Symposium on the Media and the Arts
Christian reconstruction cannot be accomplished without expanding
the Christian presence and inﬂuence in all branches of the media and
the arts. $13.00
Vol. 10, No. 2: Symposium on Business
This issue deals with the relationship of the Christian Faith to the
world of business. $13.00
Vol. 11, No. 1: Symposium on the Reformation in the Arts
and Media
Christians must learn to exercise dominion in the area of the arts and
media in order to fulﬁll their mandate from the Lord. Also included in
this issue is a long and very important study of the Russian Orthodox
Church before the Revolution. $13.00
Vol. 11, No. 2: Symposium on the Education of the Core Group
Christians and their children must again become a vital,
determinative core group in the world. Education is an essential
prerequisite and duty if this is to be accomplished. $13.00
Vol. 12, No. 1: Symposium on the Constitution and
Political Theology
To understand the intent and meaning of the Constitution it is
necessary to recognize its presuppositions. $13.00

Vol. 13, No. 1: Symposium on Change in the Social Order
This volume explores the various means of bringing change to a
social order: revolution, education and economics. It also examines
how Christianity, historically and doctrinally, impacts the social
order and provides practical answers to man’s search from meaning
and order in life. It concludes with a special report on reconstruction
in action, which highlights the work of Reconstructionists at the
grassroots level. $13.00
Vol. 13, No. 2: Symposium on the Decline and Fall of the West and
the Return of Christendom
In addition to discussing the decline and fall of the West and the
return of Christendom, this volume describes the current crisis,
constitutional law, covenant religion vs. legalism, and the implications
of a Christian world and life view. $13.00
Vol. 14, No. 1: Symposium on Reconstruction in the Church
and State
The re-emergence of Christian political involvement today is
spurred by the recognition not only that the Bible and Christian
Faith have something to say about politics and the state, but that
they are the only unmoveable anchor of the state. The articles in this
symposium deal with the following subjects: the reconstructive task,
reconstruction in the church and state, economics, theology, and
philosophy. $13.00
Vol. 14, No. 2: Symposium on the Reformation
This symposium highlights the Reformation, not out of any
polite antiquarian interest, but to assist our readers in the reChristianization of modern life using the law of God as their
instrument. This symposium contains articles dealing with history,
theology, exegesis, philosophy, and culture. $13.00
Vol. XV: Symposium on Eschatology
Eschatology is not just about the future, but about God’s working in
history. Its relevance is inescapable. $19.00
Vol. XVI: The 25th Anniversary Issue
Selected articles from 25 years of the Journal by R.J. Rushdoony,
Cornelius Van Til, Otto Scott, Samuel L. Blumenfeld, Gary North,
Greg Bahnsen, and others. $19.00

Vol. 12, No. 2: Symposium on the Biblical Text and Literature
The God of the Bible has chosen to express Himself by both oral and
written means. Together these means represent the sum total of His
revelation. This symposium is about the preservation of original,
infallible truth as handed down through generations in the words
and texts of the human language. We have both God’s perseverance
and man’s stewarding responsibility at issue when considering the
preservation of truth in the text and words of the human language.
This symposium examines the implications of this for both sacred
and secular writings. $13.00
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