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In describing the 
events of Palm Sun-

day, St. Matthew wrote:

4. All this was done, 
that it might be ful-
filled which was spoken 

by the prophet saying,

5. Tell ye the daughter of Sion, 
Behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee, meek, and sitting upon an 
ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. 
(Matt. 21:4-5)

This formula, “All this was done, that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the prophet,” appears in nearly the same 
words twelve times in Matthew’s Gospel, 
three times in Mark, six times in Luke, 
and eight times in John. It is also com-
mon in Acts and the Epistles. Even more 
common is an expression declaring that it 
was thus written by a prophet: such refer-
ences are almost too numerous to cite.

In this case, the citation refers to 
Zechariah 9:9–10; although verse 10 is 
not cited, it is clearly in mind, and the 
joyful reaction of the people made it clear 
that they saw the self-conscious fulfill-
ment of the prophecy as a declaration of 
peace, victory, and dominion:

9. Rejoice greatly, O daughter of 
Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusa-
lem: behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee: he is just, and having salva-
tion; lowly and riding upon an ass, 
and upon a colt the foal of an ass.

10. And I will cut off the chariot 
from Ephraim, and the horse from 
Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall 
be cut off: and he shall speak peace 

Political Saviors
[Reprinted from Salvation and Godly Rule (Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, 2004 ed.), 63-71.]

R. J. Rushdoony

F r o m  t h e  F o u n d e r

unto the heathen: and his domin-
ion shall be from sea even to sea, 
and from the river even to the ends 
of the earth.

Whatever else this and all other cita-
tions of the fulfillment of prophecy have 
to say, they do make it clear that history 
moves in terms of God’s plan and is pre-
destined by Him. What He has declared, 
He brings to pass. Not only do the writers 
rejoice in every fulfillment of prophecy, 
but they also clearly rejoice in the fact 
that, whatever God has promised and 
declared, that He will perform. Predestina-
tion by God is implicit or explicit in all of 
Scripture.

Predestination by man, however, is 
implicit and explicit in humanism, sci-
entific socialism, and in every doctrine of 
political salvation. Man seeks to supplant 
God’s eternal decree with his own total 
plan. The scientific socialist state is man’s 
predestination of man and his world.

The Triumphal Entry of our Lord 
into Jerusalem is directly related to this 
humanistic hope and in contradiction to 
it.

The world of Christ’s day was well 
aware of the Biblical faith and hope 
which, from Judea, was extensively taught 
and propagated by Judean missionaries. 
In 61 B. C., Cicero had rejected it as a 
“barbarian superstition.” Biblical faith 
all the same appealed to many who were 
“longing to believe that one day wicked-
ness would be abolished, the arrogant 
would be punished, and a higher justice 
would be established.”1

In paganism, such a hope was nor-
mally essentially a political hope. Religion 
was primarily concerned, in its cultic 

form, with insurance against problems. 
Positive action towards justice and salva-
tion was basically political. Only as the 
political hope in the form of the Roman 
Empire began to fade into cynicism did 
pagan cults offer salvation, and even then 
it was identified with security rather than 
victory.

Rome, as it developed from a City-
State to an empire, presented itself as “the 
City of Justice, belonging to all human-
ity.” This Greater Rome was man’s vehicle 
of salvation. Cicero hailed Octavian as 
a savior. “In him we place our hopes of 
liberty; from him we have already received 
salvation (Philippics, V, vxiii, 49).” Cicero 
spoke of Rome as “the light of the world, 
the guardian of all nations (Philippics, IV, 
vi, 14).”2

Roman politicians saw their regimes 
as new eras, opening up salvation for a 
needy world. Julius Caesar, like others, 
instituted calendar changes and reform 
as Pontifex Maximus to indicate that time 
now had a new meaning. His assassins be-
lieved equally as much that their political 
assassination would renew the past and 
the present.

Almost as if they wanted to re-establish 
the ancient course of events, the con-
spirators chose March 15—the feast of 
Anna Perenna, which had been New 
Year’s Day in the old calendar—to 
murder the man who had subverted the 
very sequence of the days.3

Whether with Caesar, Brutus, or 
their predecessors and successors, salva-
tion meant the power of the state and its 
sword. Salvation meant coercion.

The nature of political salvation 
has not changed since then. Whether in 
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Marxist socialist states, Fabian socialist or-
ders, or in the democracies, political salva-
tion means coercion. The state has a plan, 
and man and society must submit to the 
predestined Procrustean pattern. Procrust-
es, the Greek robber of legend, amputated 
or stretched the limbs of his captives to fit 
a certain bed and thereby destroyed them. 
His victims were unwilling victims, but 
the modern citizens, believing in political 
salvation, demand a Procrustean bed for 
society and only complain when it is they 
who are stretched out upon it.

The predestination and salvation 
offered by humanism and socialism is 
coercive and destructive. The dream is of 
a great and noble leader on a white horse 
leading men into a new paradise, and, age 
after age, men have raised up to power 
their own murderers and cheered their 
parades to murderous power.

The Triumphal Entry had all this in 
mind and parodied it. Israel itself had suc-
cumbed to the political hope. The expec-
tation of a world empire ruled by a Jewish 
messiah was present among the disciples 
themselves. The contrast between a con-
queror riding on a white charger and an 
ass with its colt trotting along cannot be 
more marked. The one gives us a picture 
of power and might, the ability to compel 
and to destroy. The other is a picture, as 
Zechariah 9:9 makes clear, of one who 
is “lowly” or humble, with no apparent 
coercive power.

This difference is deliberate. The 
predestination of the state is brutal and 
coercive; it is on man’s level, in man’s 
time, and a pressure on man himself. The 
predestination of God is from all eternity, 
before time began; it does no violence to 
us, because we are what God created us to 
be, and all that He ordains is in confor-
mity to our being because we are what He 
ordained us to be.

The use of the ass marked a renuncia-
tion of political power as the way of salva-
tion. After Solomon came to the throne,

[H]orses became the distinctive riding 
beast of the nobility (I Kings 10:25, 
28–29; II Kings 9:18–19, etc.). From 
this time onward the use of asses was 
characteristic of persons without rank. 
If the Messiah appears riding thus He 
must be of a humble rank and station.4

The crowds who hailed Jesus saw the 
prophecy fulfilled, but they insisted on 
seeing it in terms of their political hopes. 
They did this because the prophecy spoke 
of dominion. In Leupold’s translation, 
“And He shall speak peace to the nations; 
and His dominion shall be from sea to 
sea, and from the River to the ends of the 
earth.”5 Thus, however humble the Mes-
siah’s appearing and entry, He would still 
exercise world dominion.

The question, of course, is simply 
this: what does dominion mean? For the 
world, dominion is in essence the ability 
to exercise power and force over persons 
and things. What men mean by dominion 
is apparent in the connotation the word 
domination has. The expectation thus was 
that the appearance of the Messiah meant 
the domination of the world by a Jewish 
monarch. Jesus, recognizing their false 
hope, wept over the city, saying, “If thou 
hadst known, even thou, at least in this 
thy day, the things which belong unto thy 
peace!” (Luke 19:42). As Stauffer wrote,

Many of them waved palms, thus mak-
ing plain the political meaning of their 
demonstration. For the palm was the 
key emblem of Palestine in national 
heraldry and in the international em-
blematic language of the day. Palm trees 
and palm leaves are to be found on the 
Palestinian coins of the early Macca-
bees, the Hasmonaeans, the Herodians, 
the procurators, and the partisans; they 
are found also on Flavian coins celebrat-
ing victories and, above all, on the coins 
celebrating the advent of Hadrian. On 
these last coins we see Judea kneeling 
or sacrificing, surrounded by children 
bearing palms and marching in solemn 
procession to meet the approach-
ing Emperor. This is how we must 

understand the palms of Palm Sunday: 
Jerusalem was celebrating the epiphany 
of her messianic king. Even the children 
crying Hosannah are included in this 
description of the coming of a king.6

The dominion which Christ came 
to establish was not political, although it 
would have political repercussions and 
effect as men came under Christ’s domin-
ion. Humanism speaks of man’s goodness, 
but, practically, it moves in terms of man’s 
depravity, because its plan for paradise is 
to coerce men into goodness as the state 
defines it. In effect, man is compelled, if 
he resists, to choose between the state’s 
definition of goodness or to be an outcast, 
or even to be executed. Political dominion 
and coercion are the humanistic means 
of coping with man’s sin. In such an 
order, the state exercises dominion over 
man, so that it is not man who exercises 
dominion, but man who is dominated by 
a ruling elite.

In Christ’s Kingdom, dominion is 
restored to man, who lost it by his fall, by 
man’s regeneration through Jesus Christ. 
Christ by His resurrection destroyed the 
dominion of death (Rom. 6:9). There-
fore, “sin shall not have dominion over 
you” (Rom. 6:14). Man is freed into 
dominion. The state exercises dominion 
over man by means of coercive power: the 
gun and the bayonet are its compelling 
and persuading power. Christ the King 
leads His joint-heirs into dominion by 
His grace.

Christ marched into Jerusalem in 
humble manner, in a parody of statist 
might. “All this was done, that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophet.” He is declared “just, and having 
salvation.” He will “cut off” or eliminate 
the “battle bow” and the chariot, the 
weapons of war, and “the horse,” the 
symbol of the proud conqueror, will give 
way to His peace. Micah, as well as Isaiah, 
spoke of this peace:

And he shall judge among many 
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people, and rebuke strong nations 
afar off; and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruninghooks: nation 
shall not lift up a sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more. (Micah 4:3)

9. Thine hand shall be lifted up 
upon thine adversaries, and all 
thine enemies shall be cut off.

10. And it shall come to pass in 
that day, saith the LORD, that I 
will cut off thy horses out of the 
midst of thee, and I will destroy 
thy chariots:

11. And I will cut off the cities of 
thy land, and throw down all thy 
strongholds:

12. And I will cut off witchcraft 
out of thine hand; and thou shalt 
have no more soothsayers:

13. Thy graven images also will I 
cut off, and thy standing images 
out of the midst of thee; and thou 
shalt no more worship the work of 
thine hands. (Micah 5:9-13)

Christ, too, eliminates that which 
opposes His Kingdom, not by coercion 
but by the judgment of history, by means 
of that great shaking of the things which 
are, so that the things which cannot be 
shaken may alone remain (Heb. 12:27). 
His word to the nations is peace. But “war 
will cease on earth only when wickedness 
ceases, and wickedness will cease only 
when Christ’s universal empire begins.”7

Christ’s Kingdom comes by grace, 
and it restores man, whereas political 
salvation suppresses. Rome sought to 
be the City of Justice and became a city 
which even its emperors abandoned for 
other havens. But of Christ Zechariah 
says, “He is just.” His law gives men the 
means to liberty, dominion, and prosper-
ity, and He, as the just ruler, is faithful to 

His word (Deut. 28).
The crowd which on Palm Sunday 

hailed Jesus as the Messianic King, the 
Great King coming “in the name of the 
Lord” (Matt. 21:9), cried out savagely, 
before the week was over, “Crucify Him” 
(Mark 15:12–14). Their attitude had not 
greatly changed in those few days and was 
in essence the same. Their expectation 
of Jesus was an empire which would kill 
their enemies, in particular, Rome and 
its legions, its rulers, and tax collectors. 
When they thought of deliverance and 
salvation, they thought of death, death for 
their enemies, and death for those of their 
own race whom they hated. Again and 
again in the history of political saviors and 
salvation, deliverance has meant a blood 
bath, a reign of terror, concentration 
camps, and endless bloodshed. If hopes of 
political salvation are offered by the left, 
they mean death for capitalists, reaction-
aries, Christians, counter-revolutionaries, 
Ethiopians, Jews, or whomever they are 
opposed to. If hopes of political salvation 
are offered by the rightists or conserva-
tives, again it means war and death, death 
for communists and for all who fit their 
definition of traitors. Political salvation 
means the elimination of an element in 
the life of the state, and it is a program 
of social regeneration by means of death, 
the death of all offending individuals, 
followed by the rigorous regimentation of 
the life of all the rest.

Biblical salvation means the elimi-
nation of sin and, finally, death by the 
atoning and regenerating work of Jesus 
Christ, and it is a gospel of individual and 
finally universal regeneration through His 
sovereign creating and recreating power. It 
offers grace to the guilty through Christ’s 
vicarious sacrifice and it sets forth God’s 
law as the way of sanctification, so that 
society can flourish and prosper under 
God.

God having created man in His 
image, man, even in his sin, inescap-

ably bears the stamp of God and moves 
in terms of godly categories which are 
perverted to man’s lawless ends. Man is a 
law creature: because he is a man, he must 
have law, direction, in his life. However 
much he hates God, fallen man still 
echoes God’s law. As a result, when fallen, 
sinful man faces the wrongs wrought 
by sin, everything within him cries out 
against it. The demand for justice was no 
less present in Rome, Egypt, Babylon, As-
syria, and elsewhere than it is today. The 
cry for justice is as old as man. As God’s 
creature, man cries out against injustice, 
and his being longs for a just order even as 
the plant seeks the sun.

All through the ages, as man has con-
fronted the havoc wrought by sin, he cries 
out in passion, “Someone must pay for 
this!” This is the cry of the law, vengeance, 
restitution. It cannot be evaded. Men 
may talk about eliminating judgment and 
restitution, but such an era is usually most 
ruthless about inflicting it. When fallen 
man begins to demand that “Someone 
must pay for this!,” it means that sin is 
followed by unremitting death. The Fall is 
all the more enforced by man himself. His 
activities become sadistic and masochistic. 
Being himself guilty, he passes the death 
sentence on himself with masochistic, 
suicidal actions and impulses. Indignant 
at the guilt of all other men, he turns on 
them sadistically, savagely, and murder-
ously, laying upon them his guilt and also 
his wrath at the omnipresent evil he sees. 
The law becomes death, and a means of 
atonement and justification. Society and 
history become a long story of death-
dealing as the way of salvation, so that, 
the greater man’s edifices, the greater 
his ruins. His hopes like his structures 
crumble as his salvation-death overtakes 
them all. Revolutionists have again and 
again seen that their reigns of terror will 
sooner or later overtake them, but they 
have no other way of salvation, and they 
pursue death until it destroys them.
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The death of man cannot justify, 

redeem, atone, or regenerate. Jesus Christ, 
as man’s only Redeemer, parodied the 
death march of world conquerors in His 
Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem. The city 
rejected Him and looked to their own 
power to inflict death as the way of salva-
tion. The Jewish-Roman War resulted 
(Luke 19:41–44), the greatest disaster of 
history (Matt. 24:21). As a result, Jesus, 
after having been whipped almost to 
death, and after a long night of agony,8 
could still declare, on His way to the 
cross, to the weeping women,

28. Daughters of Jerusalem, weep 
not for me, but weep for yourselves 
and for your children.

29. For, behold, the days are com-
ing, in the which they shall say, 
Blessed are the barren, and the 
paps which never gave suck.

30. Then shall they begin to say to 

the mountains, Fall on us; and to 
the hills, Cover us.

31. For if they do these things in 
a green tree, what shall be done in 
the dry? (Luke 23:28–31)

Salvation is not death, but every at-
tempt at political salvation means death 
on a wholesale basis, massive, brutal 
death. Because Jesus Christ came to offer 
life, in fulfillment of prophecy He denied 
and parodied political salvation. Politi-
cal saviors, He declared, are false men, 
murderers, thieves, and robbers. “The 
thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to 
kill, and to destroy: I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have 
it more abundantly” (John 10:10).

The Kingdom of God comes, not 
by theft and murder, not by political 
saviors, but by the grace of God unto 
salvation, and by obedience to His 
law. The ass was the symbol, not only 

of a humble status, but of work. Not 
conquest but work, not coercion but 
patient labor in the Lord, establishes 
man’s dominion under God.
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The Enlighten-
ment represented 

a major shift in man’s 
thinking about himself. 
It was a return to a non-
Christian view of man 

as a being controlled by reason. The 
medieval position was Christian in its 
view that man was faith-driven: that is, 
man’s thought is controlled by what he 
assumes is true.

What man assumes or believes may 
be true or untrue, but once he believes 
it to be fact, it is hard for him to let 
go—his assumption or his belief that 
something is true causes him to treat 
it as fact. Once such a fact becomes 
so widely accepted among many men 
that it is never doubted, it becomes a 
“truism.”

Jumping to Assumptions
The brief references to the Magi 

or Wise Men afford us an example 
of how easily we accept a particular 
understanding of Scripture and stick to 
it tenaciously. Dr. Floyd Nolan Jones 
notes a widely held view of Matthew 2:1 
that seems to create more problems than 
it resolves.1 It has become very common 
to assume that the visit of the Magi and 
the slaughter of the innocents came 
long after the birth of Jesus even though 
Matthew 2:1 say they came “when” 
Jesus was born. The primary logic for 
this view is that it explains two facts: 
first, Jesus was in a house, not a stable, 
when the Wise Men visited; and second, 
Herod murdered all males under two 
years and younger. 

Are We Wise Men?
Mark R. Rushdoony

F r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t

To assume the Wise Men’s visit 
came well after the birth of Jesus easily 
resolves these two facts of the narration, 
but it is not necessary to account for 
them. Joseph and Mary would have 
moved into better accommodations 
as soon as possible. Joseph had family 
ties to Bethlehem; the family would 
have likely been given more suitable 
shelter as soon as their need was known. 
Likewise, the slaughter of children up 
to two years old, even if Herod believed 
the child was a newborn, is not out 
of character. Herod was notorious for 
his brutal treatment of potential rivals. 
Herod killed every member of the 
Sanhedrin when he came to power, and 
murdered dozens of his political rivals, 
including three of his own sons. When 
he believed she was conspiring to decide 
his successor, Herod had his favorite 
wife executed as well as others in her 
family. A moral and political pragmatist, 
Herod might have felt it best not only 
to eliminate the newborns, but also any 
young child which might have been 
substituted for him. Overkill was part of 
Herod’s methodology.

Creating Inconsistencies
The question of the Wise Men to 

Herod was, “Where is he that is born 
King of the Jews?” Had time lapsed, 
the logical question would have been, 
“Where is he that was born King of the 
Jews?”

Further, the Wise Men followed 
the star to Jerusalem.2 They were then 
told by Herod to go to Bethlehem, just 

five miles to the south. If the Wise Men 
came later, they would have had to have 
been redirected from Bethlehem to 
Nazareth, for that is where Joseph took 
Mary and Jesus after His dedication at 
forty days (Luke 2:39). No mention of 
such a redirection is made. Moreover, if 
the visit of the Wise Men was to a home 
in Nazareth, the warning to Joseph 
to flee Herod by going into Egypt 
(Matt. 2:13–15) makes little sense, as 
the slaughter was in Bethlehem and 
such travel by the holy family would 
have brought them closer to both the 
slaughter and Herod’s center of power. 
Fleeing Nazareth far to the north to 
escape violence in Bethlehem makes 
no sense. The warning to Joseph to flee 
Herod must have come during their stay 
in Bethlehem.

The Order of Events
Dr. Jones suggests the following 

order prevents inconsistencies and does 
complete justice to the gospel texts: 

First, Jesus was born in Bethlehem. 
That night the shepherds were visited 
by an angel and went and saw Jesus in a 
manger. As soon as they left, they “made 
known abroad” what had happened to 
the amazement of all those who heard 
(Luke 2:6–18). Note that when the 
Wise Men visited Jerusalem not two 
hours away, no religious leader had any 
knowledge of what the shepherds “made 
known abroad.” Their only knowledge 
of the birth place of the Messiah was the 
prophecy of Micah 5:2. It is not possible 
that they remained ignorant of the 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem. (Matt. 2:1)
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shepherd’s accounts for two days, much 
less for two years.

Second, the Wise Men came to 
Jerusalem “when Jesus was born” (Matt. 
2:1), not months or years later. Since 
the news of the shepherds had not yet 
traveled five miles, this was likely the 
day of the birth or the day after the 
shepherds’ visit. 

Third, the Wise Men arrived 
in Bethlehem and found Jesus in a 
house (into which the holy family had 
presumably just relocated). Neither their 
names, their number, nor their races 
are given. The number “three” comes 
from the three gifts brought. The Wise 
Men then were warned in a dream not 
to return to Herod, so “they departed 
into their own country another way” 
(Matt. 2:12). Had Jesus been much 
over forty days old, he would have 
been in Nazareth (Luke 2:39) and their 
homeward trip would not have taken 
them far to the south to Judaea. Once 
they determined not to return to Herod, 
return from Nazareth to Persia or any 
point east would not have necessitated 
any evasive change of course. If they 
were in Bethlehem, such evasion would 
have been very necessary and precarious 
enough (given Herod’s known tendency 
to violence) to warrant mention.

Fourth, Joseph fled to Egypt with 
Mary and Jesus still a tender newborn. 
This makes the flight all that more 
remarkable.

Fifth, Jesus was circumcised on 
the eighth day (Luke 2:21). This was 
likely done while en route to Egyptian 
territory.

Sixth, Herod died just days or weeks 
after his order to kill the children in 
Bethlehem was carried out. That Herod 
would commit such an atrocity when 
he knew his evil end was near is also 
in keeping with our knowledge of his 
character. We know he gave orders that, 
on his death, prominent Jews confined 

in Jericho be put to death; he reasoned 
that if the people would not mourn for 
his passing, they would mourn because 
of it.3 (The order was apparently not 
carried out.) Thus, all the events of 
Matthew 2:1–21 took place in a matter 
of weeks.

Seventh, Mary and Joseph returned 
to Jerusalem by the time Jesus was forty 
days old in order to dedicate Jesus at 
the temple, where they saw Simeon and 
Anna (Luke 2:22–38). Immediately 
thereafter, Joseph takes the family to 
Nazareth in Galilee (Matt. 2:22–23; 
Luke 2:39–40) because Herod’s son, 
Herod Archelaus, was unexpectedly 
given the throne by his father’s will. 
Wisely, he refused to accept it until the 
emperor agreed. This gave Joseph time 
to go quietly back to Nazareth.

Details Matter
Dr. Jones’s chronology may not be 

the last word on the subject, but his 
work merits our respect for one reason. 
His is a critical examination of man’s 
interpretation of the details of Scripture, 
not of Scripture itself, the authority, of 
which he presumes. It is the assumption 
of a time gap where none is required 
to which he objects, because such  an 
unnecessary addition itself seems to 
conflict with Matthew 2:1 and causes 
inconsistencies in the sequence of events 
recorded in the gospels. 

Historical details are important. All 
of Scripture is given within an historical 
context—names, places, historical 
reference points (known reigns and 
events), and witnesses are abundant in 
Scripture. If our assumptions change 
the sequence of events, we change the 
story. Assuming a time gap before the 
coming of the Wise Men may be a 
convenient way to explain some details, 
but it calls into question the accuracy of 
the Scripture itself which says they came 
“when Jesus was born.” That one wrong 
idea then also confuses the sequence of 

historical events.
A mistake about the timing of the 

Wise Men’s visit does not change the 
doctrine of, say, the incarnation, but 
the same cannot be said of errors we 
may believe about other doctrines. 
Accommodation to evolution alters 
the basis of man’s accountability to 
God and moves God to the position 
of, at best, a latecomer to the universe. 
Likewise, if we believe the truism that 
grace is opposed to law, then we have in 
one stroke both dismissed the law as an 
aspect of God’s grace and justified the 
legitimacy of lawlessness in the name of 
grace.

In ways far more damaging to the 
integrity of the Word than the timing of 
the Wise Men, we have created a host 
of ways in which we shift the intent or 
change the meaning of Scripture. “That 
was for another dispensation” changes 
the Word of God. “ That was a cultural 
custom, not law” changes a great deal. 
“That was a civil law, not a moral law” 
dismisses pages of Scripture. “The Bible 
never forsaw the church age, so that 
doesn’t apply” changes the applicability 
of all of Scripture. “That’s not loving” 
or “That’s not spiritual” create abstract, 
self-defined concepts of love and 
spirituality that are wrongly used to 
reinterpret all of God’s Word. We could 
go on and on, and, unfortunately, many 
self-professed Christians in and out of 
the pulpit do just that.

An old saying has it that a proof 
text without a context is a pretext. 
Unfortunately, it is all too easy to use 
God’s Word as a pretext. Our calling 
is to read and obey the Word, not 
rationalize why it does not apply.

If we believe we are reason-driven 
then we will see the necessity of subject-
ing the Word to our mind, and every 
interpretation and rationalization we 
bring to it will be seen as legitimate. 

Continued on page 24
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I wish I could report 
to you today that the 

church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is embracing and 
acting on its primary 
calling to restore justice 

to a world pervasively framed in unrigh-
teousness. I cannot. And if my email 
inbox is any indication, the central 
questions on the heart of the average 
Christian still focus on how to celebrate 
the Sabbath; what church should he 
attend; can he eat pork; and who was 
the man of lawlessness in Paul’s second 
letter to the Thessalonians. Unless we’re 
talking about unjust taxation, justice 
and judgment are far from his mind.

Yet Solomon wrote that “to do 
righteousness and justice is more accept-
able to the Lord than sacrifice,” and this 
he said hundreds of years prior to the 
cross of Jesus Christ. In other words, he 
was still living in the time of sacrifice, 
priesthood, and holy days, but like his 
father, David, Solomon saw past the 
elaborate—and God-commanded—
liturgy of his time. He understood that 
the ultimate expression of worship was 
a world restored to justice and righteous 
judgment.

Justice More Than Sacrifice
In Proverbs 21:3, God clearly states 

that certain religious deeds are “more 
acceptable” than others—despite those 
others being the very liturgical func-
tions He Himself required. Even during 
the Old Covenant, God desired justice 
more than the celebration of feasts and 
the offerings upon the altars. This is an 
important lesson for our time as most 

Faith Without Justice is Dead
Christopher J. Ortiz

F e a t u r e  A r t i c l e

contemporary church controversies cen-
ter around liturgy, sacrament, or some 
other ecclesiocentric matter. In what 
sense have we surpassed the Pharisees?

If we must deal with a world that is 
established in wickedness, then it seems 
strange that justice would not be our 
emphasis. Yet a very strange ecclesiastical 
pietism—a carryover from Romanism—
dominates too many churchmen with 
their belief that properly exercised 
liturgy will somehow result in very real 
changes in society. This is a similar faith 
to that found in many Charismatic 
churches that hold spiritual warfare 
meetings in an attempt to “pull down 
strongholds” (2 Cor. 10:4) over a city. 
They neglect Paul’s obvious meaning 
of “taking every thought captive” (v.5) 
as something achieved through Biblical 
preaching and correction, and instead 
retreat to ceremonies and spiritual 
disciplines.

Denominationalism has a similar 
premise. It’s the idea that the more vis-
ible the institutional church, the more 
social clout it can exercise. Therefore, 
church planting becomes an imperial 
exercise for a particular group where 
progress is measured by how many new 
congregations are planted in a given 
year. This is not the type of visibility 
that God calls for, as Rushdoony so ably 
notes:

The visibility of the Church is not in its 
institutional presence, but in its fulfill-
ment of its calling. When the Church 
truly fulfills her calling, the conse-
quences are apparent in the diffusion 
and enforcement of God’s law order, so 

that every area of life is brought under 
the dominion of the triune God.1

Church progress—or church 
growth—should be measured by 
the decline of wickedness and the 
restoration of justice. The purpose of 
dominion is to restore godly justice in 
order that the world order might glorify 
God (1 Cor. 10:31). Churches on every 
corner, or mass participation in liturgy, 
hardly give evidence to a restoration 
of justice. In fact, the average man is 
angered by the great pomp and visibility 
of the church. Why? Because for all the 
prowess of the institutional church, the 
world remains unjust—faith without 
justice is dead.

The sinner might hate religion, 
but he longs for justice, and a restora-
tion of justice is a powerful allurement 
to the Christian faith. As Rushdoony 
describes, man’s cry for justice is basic to 
his nature:

However much he hates God, fallen 
man still echoes God’s law. As a result, 
when fallen, sinful man faces the 
wrongs wrought by sin, everything 
within him cries out against it. The 
demand for justice was no less pres-
ent in Rome, Egypt, Babylon, Assyria, 
and elsewhere than it is today. The cry 
for justice is as old as man. As God’s 
creature, man cries out against injustice, 
and his being longs for a just order even 
as the plant seeks the sun.2

It’s when the world can witness 
a just and holy order amongst God’s 
people that they will learn of the superi-
ority of God’s law over all other systems 
of thought:

To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice. Proverbs 21:3



www.chalcedon.edu November/December 2009  |  Faith for All of Life      9

Faith for All of Life
Therefore be careful to observe 
them; for this is your wisdom and 
your understanding in the sight of 
the peoples who will hear all these 
statutes, and say, “Surely this great 
nation is a wise and understanding 
people.” Deuteronomy 4:6

Christian Obstruction
Justice is more acceptable than 

sacrifice. The restoration of God’s order 
is more acceptable than the question-
able laboring by men over the redefining 
of the doctrine of justification. Even 
a child could understand that one is 
justified so that one may go and make 
the world just. To do that, however, a 
theologian must forsake his obsession 
with the church and the academy and 
reorient himself to Kingdom labor:

It is a serious mistake to see theology as 
an academic exercise. The word theology 
means God’s word; it begins with the 
presupposition that Scripture is the 
word of God, and the duty of the theo-
logian is to understand it and to apply 
it to every area of life and thought.3

The Scriptures are blueprints for 
justice and godly order, and in the por-
tions that speak of justice, the Scriptures 
are plainspoken. There’s no need for 
debate when it comes to caring for wid-
ows and orphans—no need to parse any 
verbs in that instance.

So long as we place priority on any-
thing other than a restoration of justice, 
we shall find ourselves obstructing God’s 
way. It’s not that other religious matters 
are without importance; it’s an issue of 
priority:

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you pay tithe of 
mint and anise and cummin, and 
have neglected the weightier mat-
ters of the law: justice and mercy 
and faith. These you ought to have 
done, without leaving the others 
undone. Matthew 23:23

According to our Lord, the “weight-
ier matters” (Gk. barus) of judgment, 
mercy, and faith are “more acceptable” 
than sacrifice. This was a double insult 
to the Pharisees, since our Lord first 
used the same word barus (grievous) in 
relation to the liturgical and ceremonial 
burdens placed on the people by Israel’s 
religious leaders:

For they bind heavy burdens hard 
to bear [barus], and lay them on 
men’s shoulders… Matthew 23:4a

The real heavy burden is the restora-
tion of justice, not the liturgical details 
that identify and occupy each Christian 
sect. The Lord desires judgment, mercy, 
and faith. Without these, our faith is 
without works, and therefore dead.

The Doctrine of Justice
The Biblical text is so replete with 

the subjects of justice, judgment, mercy, 
and righteousness—all synonymous 
terms—that I contend it should be its 
own doctrinal category, viz., the doc-
trine of justice. It should have a place 
among the creeds and confessions and 
be pushed forward as the defining char-
acteristic of what it means to build the 
Kingdom and glorify God.

The opposite is also true. Without 
a doctrine of justice that is lived out by 
God’s people, we are not advancing the 
Kingdom. Even though our sacraments, 
liturgy, and organizations might be 
highly developed, we are not glorifying 
God in the complete sense if we are not 
working for a restoration of God’s order. 
Israel herself maintained an elaborate 
liturgy, but injustice reigned instead of 
righteousness—they were still a guilty 
and bloody people:

For your hands are defiled with 
blood, and your fingers with 
iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, 
your tongue has muttered perversi-
ty. No one calls for justice, nor does 
any plead for truth. They trust 

in empty words and speak lies; 
they conceive evil and bring forth 
iniquity. Isaiah 59:3–4 (emphasis 
added)

Much of Israel’s history can be 
summarized in the first chapter of Isaiah 
where God rejects her sacrifices, priest-
hood, liturgy, and holy days because 
of her uncleanness and bloodiness. No 
doubt, the implication is that Israel 
trusted in her liturgical orders:

Bring no more futile sacrifices; 
incense is an abomination to Me. 
The New Moons, the Sabbaths, 
and the calling of assemblies—I 
cannot endure iniquity and the 
sacred meeting. Your New Moons 
and your appointed feasts My 
soul hates; they are a trouble to 
Me. I am weary of bearing them. 
When you spread out your hands, 
I will hide my eyes from you; even 
though you make many prayers, I 
will not hear. Your hands are full of 
blood. Isaiah 1:13–15

God offered her a solution, but it 
had little to do with organization, a new 
revelation, a change in the priesthood, 
or some other ecclesiastical adjust-
ment. The solution was simple and the 
language was crafted with God’s typical 
summary of what His heart has always 
desired for His people:

Learn to do good; seek justice, 
rebuke the oppressor; defend the 
fatherless, plead for the widow. 
Isaiah 1:17

For me, Isaiah 1:17 is the simple 
definition of what it means to seek first 
the Kingdom of God and His righ-
teousness (Matt. 6:33). Anything less 
is “domination” not godly dominion. 
Anything less is a quest for power.

The God-Kind of Fast

Yet they seek Me daily, and delight 
to know My ways, as a nation that 
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did righteousness, and forsook not 
the ordinances of their God: they 
ask of me the ordinances of justice; 
they take delight in approaching to 
God. Isaiah 58:2

Israel thought they could garner a 
response from God due to their national 
fasting: “Wherefore have we fasted, say 
they, and thou seest not?” (Is. 58:3). 
They had chosen the wrong fast, because 
despite their acting as if they desired 
“the ordinances of justice,” they actually 
fasted “for strife and debate” (v. 4).

God’s purpose for fasting was for 
far more than abstinence. The doctrine 
of justice served as the thesis for what 
Israel’s fast should typify:

Is not this the fast that I have 
chosen? To loose the bonds of 
wickedness, to undo the heavy bur-
dens, and to let the oppressed go 
free, and that ye break every yoke? 
Isaiah 58:6

By destroying wickedness and end-
ing oppression, God’s laws regarding 
fasting were fulfilled—this would be the 
direct result of an established justice. 
In fact, beyond fasting, God’s law in its 
totality is intended to restore order and 
justice. Israel attempted to humble her-
self with fasting but the end result was 
a continual hiding from their own flesh 
(v. 7), i.e., they hid themselves from the 
oppressed living among them. Faithful-
ness to God’s law should produce the 
opposite effect. Rushdoony describes it 
this way:

[T]he result of humility, and obedience 
to God’s law, is a morality that is God-
shaped, a morality that leads to social 
and personal righteousness or justice.4

To “let the oppressed go free” is at 
the heart of the gospel, and it is good 
news to them that suffer under tyranny. 
Our Lord was anointed “to preach deliv-
erance to the captives,” and “to set at lib-
erty them that are bruised” (Luke 4:18). 

In this sense, true law keeping is “gospel” 
to the core because it has—or should 
have—as its end, the restoration of jus-
tice. In fact, even the blessings listed at 
the end of Isaiah 58 are foreshadows of 
the Christian reconstructionist vision:

Those from among you shall build 
the old waste places; you shall 
raise up the foundations of many 
generations; and you shall be called 
the Repairer of the Breach, the 
Restorer of Streets to Dwell In. 
Isaiah 58:12

Like the gospel, the fulfillment of 
the law leads to liberating the captives. 
However, the implementing of the law 
brings physical liberty—not simply the 
spiritual liberty touted by evangelicalism. 
It’s not enough to have a food pantry. 
We must “rebuke the oppressor; defend 
the fatherless, plead for the widow.”

In this sense, the law as it is newly 
expressed through the gospel is a law 
of liberty; or should I say, “the law that 
brings liberty.” Law and gospel work 
together bringing both spiritual liberty 
by the transforming power of the Holy 
Spirit and social liberty by the theocratic 
reign of God’s people.

James and the Law of Liberty

So speak and so do, as those who 
will be judged by the law of liberty. 
James 2:12

The above passage is actually the 
second instance in which James men-
tions the “law of liberty,” but in both 
cases the idea is similar: the law of 
liberty involves “doing.”

But he who looks into the perfect 
law of liberty and continues in it, 
and is not a forgetful hearer but a 
doer of the work, this one will be 
blessed in what he does. James 1:25

And what is the end result of the 
doing of the law of liberty? It is the 
establishment of religion5—a pure and 

undefiled religion:

Pure religion and undefiled before 
God and the Father is this, to visit 
the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep himself un-
spotted from the world. James 1:27

Widows and orphans are the Bibli-
cal example of the necessity for justice, 
because they represent the weakest and 
often most oppressed members of any 
social order. And because the tendency 
of most societies is to favor the oppres-
sor, remaining “unspotted from the 
world” means keeping one’s garment 
clean of partiality:

My brethren, do not hold the faith 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord 
of glory, with partiality. James 2:1

The example James uses is that of 
church leaders showing preference to 
wealthy visitors in full knowledge that 
those very same people oppress the poor 
and the faithful—those whom God 
ordained to be “rich in faith and heirs of 
the kingdom” (2:5).

Partiality violates the “royal law” to 
“love your neighbor as yourself” (v. 8). 
The royal law is the law of the king, and 
the law of the King is what advances 
His reign. But without a more refined 
interpretation of how to love one’s 
neighbor, Christians will be ignorant of 
its application. James then expounds on 
the details of the royal law by citing the 
sixth and seventh commandments as 
examples of its direct application (v. 11). 

Law and Gospel are for Liberty
The church leaders to whom James 

writes could certainly claim to have 
faith, but his argument is that faith is 
useless without corresponding works of 
righteousness—works that bring justice:

What does it profit, my brethren, if 
someone says he has faith but does 
not have works? Can faith save 
him? James 2:14
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We cannot believe that James is 

in contradiction to Paul’s doctrine of 
justification by faith, and Rushdoony 
points out that James is not dismissing 
the theological discussion but is rather 
pointing out the end result of a limited 
faith:

James is not anti-theology; what he is 
against is the separation of theology 
from life, the reduction of faith to easy-
believism, and the negation of action 
as the expression of faith. Neither valid 
faith nor valid works can be separated 
one from another. How can any man 
demonstrate a valid faith without 
works? Faith is shown by works.6

This is an accurate description 
of our present time, for our own 
generation has limited the faith to 
belief only without a corresponding 
application to every area of life. We 
believe in the gospel of liberty (Luke 
4:18), but not in the law of liberty. We 
are anxious to liberate men’s souls with 
gospel preaching, but we won’t apply 
God’s law to the larger social order to 
liberate their earthly lives. We have great 
church services and precise doctrine, but 
everywhere we look, we are fettered with 
statist chains.

Therefore, faith without works 
is dead, and the works James has in 
mind are the care of the oppressed and 
impoverished and the destruction of 
established wickedness. They are works 
that restore order. In short, they are 
works of justice. James can be better 
understood in our time if we said that 
faith without justice is dead.

The Establishment of God’s Throne 
and Our Rage of Righteousness

Works are faith in action, faith made 
manifest.7

James wrote that we were born of 
the word of truth so that “we might be 
a kind of firstfruits of His creatures” 
(1:18). For that reason, he goes on to 

say, “So then, my beloved brethren, 
let every man be swift to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to wrath; for the wrath of 
man does not produce the righteousness 
of God” (v. 19–20).

Through Jesus Christ, God has 
introduced a new humanity into the 
world. This is an incredible truth that 
should humble us. To hear that God has 
called us as first fruits of His new cre-
ation should inspire us to be swift to hear 
and slow to speak. We are to be swift to 
hear the law that brings liberty and learn 
to speak that word to a world in need of 
reconstruction. Anything less will “not 
produce the righteousness of God,” and 
that is what we are to be seeking:

But seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness … Matthew 
6:33

To seek the Kingdom and His 
righteousness equates to faith in action, 
and faith in action is justice in action. 
Whether it is faith, knowledge, wisdom, 
or understanding, they all result in 
justice and godly judgment:

To know wisdom and instruction; 
to perceive the words of under-
standing; to receive the instruction 
of wisdom, justice, and judgment, 
and equity. Proverbs 1:2–3

The center of all things is the throne 
of God (Rev. 22:1), and from the throne 
of God comes justice and mercy. There-
fore, as James states, our faith must lead 
to acts of mercy, justice, and judgment. 
If we are not passionate about the resto-
ration of justice, we cannot claim we are 
passionate about either God’s reign or 
His throne:

Justice and judgment are the 
habitation of thy throne: mercy 
and truth shall go before thy face. 
Psalm 89:14

Of the increase of his government 
and peace there shall be no end, 

upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and 
to establish it with judgment and 
with justice from henceforth even 
for ever. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will perform this. Isaiah 9:7

And so God condemns the wicked 
rulers who perpetually judge in favor 
of the ungodly against the widow and 
the orphan. This is why James is direct 
in his admonishment against showing 
partiality to the wealthy—he accuses 
the church leaders of becoming “judges 
with evil thoughts” (James 2:4). Surely, 
James has Psalm 82 in mind:

God standeth in the congregation 
of the mighty; he judgeth among 
the gods. How long will ye judge 
unjustly, and accept the persons of 
the wicked? Selah. Defend the poor 
and fatherless: do justice to the af-
flicted and needy. Deliver the poor 
and needy: rid them out of the 
hand of the wicked. Psalm 82:1–4 

God sought to reverse the order of 
history by introducing a new creation 
of godly rulers—a kingdom of priests (1 
Peter 2:9)—through the advent of His 
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. This eternal 
purpose was revealed as a Kingdom of 
salvation and safety because it would be 
established upon justice and judgment 
with a King whose very name would be 
righteousness:

Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that I will raise unto David 
a righteous Branch, and a King 
shall reign and prosper, and shall 
execute judgment and justice in the 
earth. In his days Judah shall be 
saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: 
and this is his name whereby he 
shall be called THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. Jeremiah 
23:5–6, emphasis added

Justice and righteousness are a great 
calling from God, but too much of 
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the faith being taught has little to do 
with these tenets. So long as we speak 
more of politicians and economics than 
justice for the widow and orphan, our 
religion is impure, power-driven, and 
materialistic.

We lack a rage of righteousness that 
seeks to overturn the establishment of 
wickedness in our present social order. 
We must first believe and embrace our 
calling to dominion and then under-
stand that the objective is liberty, not 
political power. We are here to make 
the world right through the power of 
the Holy Spirit, the sword of gospel 
preaching, and the legislative storehouse 
of God’s law. We preach to make men 
spiritually free, but we apply God’s law 
to free them in history, and the freedom 
they need is from the oppression of 
wicked rulers.

Are Your Eyes a Flame of Fire?
Christ rides the white horse in his-

tory in order to conquer (Rev. 6:2), and 
the imagery of the book of Revelation 
is meant to encourage us to conquer in 
His name. If you want to understand 
the type of “attitude” you should take 
towards your role in history, I’ll leave 
you with this uncompromising descrip-
tion of the attitude and action of the 
One you call Lord:

Now I saw heaven opened, and 
behold a white horse. And He 
who sat on him was called Faith-
ful and True, and in righteousness 
He judges and makes war. His 
eyes were like a flame of fire, and 
on His head were many crowns. 
He had a name written that no 
one knew except Himself. He 
was clothed with a robe dipped in 
blood, and His name is called The 
Word of God. And the armies in 
heaven, clothed in fine linen, white 
and clean, followed Him on white 
horses. Now out of His mouth 

goes a sharp sword, that with it 
He should strike the nations. And 
He Himself will rule them with 
a rod of iron. He Himself treads 
the winepress of the fierceness and 
wrath of Almighty God. And He 
has on His robe and on His thigh a 
name written: KING OF KINGS 
AND LORD OF LORDS.  Revela-
tion 19:11–16 

He strikes the nations because they 
are unjust, and He grants us faith that 
we might establish His righteousness. 
To place our focus too much upon the 
ecclesiastical and the liturgical—without 
a corresponding emphasis upon jus-
tice—leads to a dead faith. We are like a 
body without the spirit:

For as the body without the spirit 
is dead, so faith without works is 
dead also. James 2:26

Let us then truly pass from death 
unto life, for our life and spirit are found 
in our works of righteousness. The pres-
ent world order is in need of the power 
of His resurrection (Phil. 3:10), because 
its sinful wages have brought death 
(Rom. 6:23). If faith without works 
(justice) is dead, then faith with justice 
is life.
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When I was a 
young girl, I 

would spend a lot of 
time daydreaming about 
my future. With a bent 
for acting, I would envi-

sion myself as one of the five nominees 
for an Academy Award. Interestingly, 
I never pictured myself winning the 
award for “Best Actress.”  Rather, I 
always was the proud recipient of the 
“Best Supporting Actress” award. I liked 
the idea of being in a supporting role, 
that character that enhanced the main 
actor’s performance. In the many plays 
and musicals I participated in during 
high school, I quickly learned that my 
greatest satisfaction did not come from 
holding “center stage.” I was drawn to 
the role of director or producer—the 
person who worked behind the scenes 
to manage and assist others in their 
performances. 

I assumed that these were preferenc-
es peculiar to me as an individual. But 
after becoming a student of the Bible, 
I realized that these attributes were a 
major aspect of God’s original design 
of women in their participation in the 
dominion mandate. Eve was given to 
Adam to assist him in his calling under 
God and to help him in a supportive 
role, not take center stage. When Adam 
described Eve as bone of his bones and 
flesh of his flesh, he was responding to 
the most perfect gift he could imag-
ine—a counterpart who completed him 
and strengthened him in the work God 
called him to do. 

The Woman of the House: 
A Covenantal Voice of Victory

Andrea Schwartz
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Thus, when God felt that Adam had 
proved himself by his obedience and 
by his responsibility, He “caused a deep 
sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: 
and he took one of his ribs (or, ‘took 
from the side of him’) … and … made 
he a woman, and brought her unto the 
man. And Adam said, This is now bone 
of my bones, and flesh of my flesh…” 
This is a magnificent statement; and 
part of it is almost untranslatable be-
cause the word translated “this is now” 
is an idiom in the Hebrew which has 
meaning comparable to what we mean 
when we say, ‘I’ve got the beat. This is 
the rhythm of the music, the rhythm 
of my life that I have been waiting for.’ 
“Bone of my bone” means ‘the structure 
of my life.’ The skeleton is the structure 
of the body, that which supports the 
body; the body would be like that of 
a jellyfish without the skeleton. Adam 
says, “She is bone of my bones” (‘The 
structure of my being is the structure of 
her being’). “Flesh of my flesh” (‘The 
very life of me is the life of her; I find 
myself, I realize myself in terms of 
her’).1

In today’s world, there is a decided 
push for women to prepare for careers 
outside the home as though that would 
be a step up for them. Beware of those 
who wish to destroy the covenant family 
by marketing such lies to young girls 
and women. “You can be anything you 
want to be” is a refrain pounded into 
their psyches. Additionally, there is a 
concentrated effort to depict romance 
and mutual attraction as the basis for 
lasting marital bliss. This and more serve 
to sever the woman of the house from 
her position of confidant and adviser to 

her husband, and caregiver and teacher 
of her children. This tactic and strategy 
of the enemies of God has delivered a 
significant blow to the family.

From a Biblical standpoint, a 
woman completes a man and assists him 
as he fulfills the call God places on his 
life. It cannot be stressed enough that a 
man’s call and success is actually the call-
ing and success of his family in terms of 
the dominion mandate. This can easily 
become male-centered if we limit the 
woman’s role to assisting her husband in 
his vocation. Rushdoony points out,

This brings up a very significant point, 
one very central to our time. From this, 
the first marriage, we have a pattern 
established which is to be the pattern of 
all marriage: since the woman is to be 
a help meet to the man in terms of his 
calling, mixed marriages religiously are 
from the Biblical perspective wrong. A 
Christian should not marry an unbe-
liever or one of another religion because 
a Christian to fulfill himself in terms of 
his calling must marry someone who 
is ‘a help as before him,’ someone who 
mirrors that which he is. How can the 
woman be that mirror and have the 
community that comes from being 
the reflected image of the man if her 
background is so different from that 
which his is? They must have a common 
faith, or, according to the law of God, it 
is not a valid marriage.2

Proverbs 31 gives a thorough job 
description of how a virtuous woman 
goes about fulfilling her calling under 
God in the major role of supporting 
her husband and family. As the man-
ager of the household, she is intimately 
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involved in the concerns of all members 
and, truly, is the glue that holds the 
family together.

Why is this worthy woman de-
scribed as more precious than rubies?  
Because a worthy woman knows the law 
of God and applies it to every area of 
her life3 and thought. That is the only 
reason she can self-consciously do good 
and not evil to her husband all the days 
of her life.  What’s more, this covenantal 
woman rejoices in the future because 
she knows God’s Word and thoroughly 
believes the promises for obedience it 
contains (Deut. 28:1–14). Because daily 
she has her hands on the pulse of future 
generations, she can convey with her 
words and actions the victorious life that 
faithfulness produces. In short, dislodge 
the woman of the house from her God-
given domain and the major covenantal 
voice proclaiming God’s victory is 
silenced. 

Regarding Her Husband
Proverbs 18:22 states, “Whoso 

findeth a wife findeth a good thing, 
and obtaineth favour of the LORD.”  
This has much more significance than 
being a sexual partner and the bearer of 
a man’s children. A wife’s role involves 
managing her household so that her 
husband can pursue his calling and be 
an active member of the community at 
large. There is a particular freedom that 
a man has when he knows that his wife 
is making wise decisions with budgeting 
his income and caring for the children. 
In addition, when a wife concerns 
herself with educating her children and 
teaching them to behave well, a hus-
band is not only freed from anxiety and 
worry about his family, but the witness 
of a well-disciplined family attests to his 
leadership skills.

Yet in today’s world, the feminist 
mindset has claimed the high ground 
asserting that women need to unshackle 
themselves from domineering men. 

Rushdoony observes,

[I]n our culture most churches, because 
of their theology, expect God to serve 
man. Is it surprising, then, that women 
expect men to serve them? The whole 
world is turned upside-down. When 
you have men expecting God to serve 
them and women expecting men to 
serve them, you have social collapse.4

Social collapse is what we are wit-
nessing today. Modern novels, movies, 
and television have hijacked covenantal 
marriage and turned it into the cul-
mination of physical attraction. In 
addition, with the feminist perspective 
having shoved its way into all aspects of 
the culture, real men are depicted as buf-
foons or cads, with their primary focus 
centered on satisfying their sexual urges. 
Those who have ordered their lives on 
solid, Scriptural principles are often 
the object of persecution and prejudice 
in the workplace. As hard as this is to 
endure at times, the support of a godly 
wife and family enables the righteous to 
stand. 

God’s Word directs woman to func-
tion as the reflected image of man who 
was created in the image of God. This 
reflected image—his mirror image—
allows him to find himself, not only in 
relationship to God but in terms of a 
woman.5 As a result, his union with her 
enhances his life. Rushdoony points out:

It does make a difference in the charac-
ter of man when they become married. 
Insurance statistics bear this out: a 
young man pays a very high insurance 
as a driver until he marries; then it 
drops because he has assumed respon-
sibility, he has become stable, and he 
has, so to speak, found himself. At least 
this is true in sufficiently large numbers 
of cases to make a marked difference in 
insurance statistics.6

While the supportive assistance of 
the woman of the house has a positive 
impact on her husband, much of our 

cultural trouble today stems from the 
fact that there are too few men capable 
of serving as elders and leaders in their 
field of work. This leadership vacuum 
centers around unqualified men in 
terms of character and their Biblical 
illiteracy. As men and nations have 
relegated God’s law to the distant past 
and proclaimed an age of grace apart 
from law, the entire framework for 
godly dominion falls apart, for lack of 
boundaries.7

One of the ancient boundaries 
that has been moved is the distinct 
roles God gives to the man and to the 
woman. When these roles are confused 
or merged, society suffers. Rushdoony 
states,

The family (fatherhood) is an impor-
tant part of the man’s calling, but it 
is not the central part. The family is 
central to the woman: her responsibility 
under God is her husband and then the 
family. Man’s responsibility is broader: 
it is in terms of his work and his total 
calling under God. The family is a part 
of his responsibility but by no means 
his total responsibility; his goal is set in 
terms of his work, which he must view 
under God.8

Regarding Her Children
A mother loves her children, but 

this love should never be at the expense 
of stewardship for the advancement of 
the Kingdom of God. While a mother’s 
love is very personal, she must never 
place her emotional and familial attach-
ment above God’s calling for her chil-
dren. Mothers in general, and Christian 
homeschooling mothers in particular, 
need to view their children objectively, 
taking into consideration the talents, 
gifts, and inclinations that manifest 
themselves under their guidance and 
supervision. This means that the woman 
of the house needs to be about the busi-
ness of education—in all spheres of life. 
She needs to focus on rearing strong, 
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confident, God-fearing individuals who 
will uncompromisingly take their place 
in adulthood, ready, willing and eager 
to proclaim the crown rights of Jesus 
Christ.

Although a mother does not pro-
duce salvation in her children, she must 
comprehensively teach her children that 
apart from Christ, there is no salvation. 
However, she needs to tie in the concept 
of salvation with victory to transmit the 
future orientation of the total deliver-
ance Christ procured for His people. 

Rushdoony explains,

The Greek word salvation, soteria, 
means deliverance, preservation, victory, 
and health, and it refers to material 
and temporal deliverance, as well as 
personal, national, temporal and eternal 
triumph. The Biblical doctrine of salva-
tion is so clearly one of victory, that it 
must be emphatically stated that salva-
tion is not escape…9

The goal of a Christian education is 
to prepare children for the victory that 
is theirs in Christ Jesus. Rather than at-
tempting to escape the culture, covenant 
children should be taught that their 
inheritance through Christ mandates 
them to reign in life.

Children are a God-given inheritance 
for our conquest of the world for 
Christ. They are a means of subdu-
ing the earth and exercising dominion 
under the Lord. If we give our children 
to state or private schools which are not 
systematically Christian in all their cur-
riculum, we are then giving the future 
to God’s enemies, and He will hold 
us accountable for laying waste our 
heritage. We thus must have Christian 
schools and Christian homeschools for 
the Lord’s children. We are commanded 
to “bring them up in the nurture and 
the admonition of the LORD” (Eph. 
6:4). This is a necessary step for that 
great consummation of God’s will, an-
nounced beforehand for us in Revela-
tion 11:15:

The kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdoms of our LORD, and of his 
Christ; and he shall reign forever and 
ever.10

The Bible could not be clearer that 
God plans for His covenant people to 
reign on the earth. Thus, a fundamental 
aspect of the woman of the house’s role 
in conveying this truth is to focus on 
communicating to her children their 
royal status under God.

Man was called to dominion (Gen. 
1:26–28); he was called to establish 
his reign over the world under God. 
… Christ… by His grace and the gift 
of righteousness, enables man to reign 
in life, i.e., in this life or world, and 
to “reign through righteousness unto 
eternal life,” i.e., in the life to come … 
Christ’s redemption means man’s reign 
in time and in eternity. Very plainly, 
salvation means reigning. The rebellious 
slave is established in kingship. We are 
“more than conquerors” (Rom. 8:37) 
in Christ, because we are also kings. We 
cannot understand the full meaning of 
salvation if we separate it from the fact 
of reigning. Paul’s multiple use of the 
word “reign” in Romans 5:17 and 21 
makes clear the centrality of reigning 
in the doctrine of redemption. To defer 
the fact of reigning to the other world 
is a Manichaean separation of the world 
into two alien realms, one (the material) 
surrendered to one god, and the other 
(spiritual) reserved for the other god. 
The hostility of many to the idea of 
victory in the material world is evidence 
of Manichaean leanings. St. Paul is em-
phatic: we “reign in life.” The Biblical 
doctrine of salvation requires it.11

We live in a world that does not 
bow the knee to the Lord Jesus Christ 
and that offers up many counterfeit re-
ligions. Sadly, this is also true within the 
church as many gravitate toward worldly 
perspectives and solutions. That is why 
it is imperative for the woman of the 
house to know and understand the law 
of God in all its subtleties, while impart-

ing discernment along with knowledge 
and understanding. A Christian house-
hold should look categorically different 
from its pagan counterpart because of 
a Scriptural vision for victory. Those 
who have the assurance of salvation are 
confident and triumphant people.

When St. Paul declared, “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for 
it is the power of God unto salvation” 
(Rom. 1:16), he meant that, because 
salvation is entirely the work of the 
sovereign and omnipotent God, the 
proclamation of that good news could 
cause him neither shame nor embarrass-
ment. His gospel was not the uncertain 
and possible work of an impotent or 
struggling god, but the absolute and 
certain work of the eternal, triune, and 
omnipotent Maker of heaven and earth. 
To preach such a certainty would bring 
Paul no shame or embarrassment: God’s 
saving power is sure.12

The woman of the house has a 
pivotal role with each new member who 
comes into the family. Since she is pre-
paring a future ambassador, soldier, and 
joint-heir with Christ, she should instill 
in the child an attitude and emphasis of 
personal responsibility. A whining and 
complaining child is not to be tolerated. 
Correction should be immediate and an 
uncompromising effort must be exerted 
to help the child gain self-discipline, 
with God’s grace, and achieve victory 
over his sinful tendencies. This swims 
against the tide of the escapism that is so 
prevalent in modern culture as parents 
dote on children rather than call them 
to a high standard.

Rushdoony explains,

[The] pagan concepts thus cannot offer 
salvation, not only because they have 
no God nor universe in which full and 
assured victory is possible, but also be-
cause they have a defective view of man 
and sin. In paganism, man seeks an es-
cape from his problems, or a retirement 
into sensual bliss from the world’s work 
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and responsibility. By failing to recog-
nize his rebellion against the sovereign 
God as his essential problem as well as 
his sin, pagan man wants not salvation 
but escape. To admit the real problem, 
his sin, is to admit that there is no way 
of escape, only the way of salvation 
through God’s regenerating grace.

Moreover, the failure of paganism to 
offer salvation is not accidental. It is a 
part of the pagan refusal to understand; 
it is a willful rejection of the truth of 
God.13

The worthy  woman described in 
Proverbs 31 is future oriented, believ-
ing wholeheartedly that salvation 
means victory. She can reach out to 
the poor and needy because she knows 
she has something of eternal value to 
offer them. She is not afraid of a bleak 
economic forecast because she knows 
that the sovereign God delights in giv-
ing His children good things. Strength 
and honor are her clothing because she 
lives in the environment of God’s law. 
She can rejoice in time to come. In 
short, she is uniquely positioned to offer 
her husband and children a safe haven 
where God’s law is paramount and 
God’s victory proclaimed.

Andrea Schwartz has authored two books on 
homeschooling along with writing a regular 
blog www.StartYourHomeschool.com . She is 
spearheading the Chalcedon Teacher Training 
Institute and continues to mentor, lecture, and 
teach.  She can be reached by email at  lessons.
learned@yahoo.com

1. Elizabeth Fellersen, Editor, Toward a 
Christian Marriage (Vallecito, CA: Ross 
House Books, 1972), 15.

2. Ibid.

3. The training of daughters should focus on 
the Biblical underpinnings of all aspects of 
life so that even from an early age, they are 
trained to do good to their husbands years 
before they actually meet. Dressing modestly 
and behaving honorably guarantees stepping 
into marriage without anything that would 
bring dishonor to their husband and new 

family.
4. Fellerson, 14.
5. It was never God’s intent that the man 
would fulfill his dominion calling alone. 
God was waiting for Adam to establish him-
self in his calling before giving him a helper. 
God apparently wanted Adam to appreciate 
his need for a perfect counterpart—some-
thing he did not have with the animals.
6. Fellerson, 14.
7. Pastor Mike O’Donovan of the Rock of 
Liberty Church in Fort Worth, TX observes 
that the world without God’s law govern-
ing it is like a river without banks. Without 
banks, it ceases to be a river and instead you 
have a flood.
8. Fellerson, Ibid., 16.
9. R. J. Rushdoony, Salvation and Godly 
Rule (Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, 
[1983] 2004), 1
10. R. J. Rushdoony, In His Service: The 
Christian Calling to Charity (Vallecito, CA: 
Ross House Books, 2009), 20.
11. R.J. Rushdoony, Salvation and Godly 
Rule, 620.
12. Ibid., 9–10.
13. Ibid., 5–6.

If you or someone 
you know has ever 

struggled with 
understanding 

the philosophy of 
Cornelius Van Til, 

this book is for you.

This compact book by R.J. 
Rushdoony covers the central 
themes of presuppositionalism 
and will be a great resource in 
helping you establish a solid 
Christian world and life view.

Some of what you’ll learn:
Facts and Epistemology
Circular Reasoning
Facts and Presuppositions
Irrational Man
Authority and Knowledge
A Valid Epistemology
The Flight from Reality
Paperback, 127 pages, indices, 
$19.00. Shipping added to all 
orders.

Save on the price of this book. 
Add this book to a larger order 
and pay less! See our catalog 
starting on page 25. 



www.chalcedon.edu November/December 2009  |  Faith for All of Life      17

On November 13, 
A.D. 354, on the 

cusp of the dying Ro-
man Empire during the 
reign of Constantius II, 
Aurelius Augustine was 

born. His mother, Monica, was a Chris-
tian, and his father, most likely a Berber 
born in Numidia, was a pagan named 
Patricius. His hometown, Tagaste, was 
“nothing more than a somewhat pleas-
ant county-seat for farms and great es-
tates,”1 in what is now Algeria in North 
Africa. This small town had a thin 
veneer of Roman culture but national 
Berber traditions were still strong. 

Augustine was probably of swarthy 
complexion, not very tall, and physically 
frail. “A stomach ailment almost killed 
him when he was a boy and a terrible fe-
ver (perhaps malaria) brought him close 
to death again when he was in his 20’s. 
He did survive for 76 years but through-
out his life he was plagued with asthma, 
a bad stomach, insomnia, and recurrent 
fevers. His weak lungs were a factor in 
his decision to give up teaching when he 
was still a young man (though this did 
not stop him from preaching at length 
without benefit of microphone for forty 
years in his cathedral church at Hippo). 
When he was 56 exhaustion did force 
him to take time off in the country, but 
he continued his preaching and teaching 
and writing thereafter till shortly before 
his death 20 years later.”2

His mother steadfastly taught Au-
gustine the basic principles of Christian-
ity in his childhood although he held 
them in reserve while wasting his youth 
in decadent living. And yet, he admits 
that even in his rebellion against its stat-

Augustine: Foundational Thinker, Part I*

Rebecca Morecraft
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utes, the Bible was always a holy book 
of divine authority to him, beckoning 
with its promises, condemning with its 
threats. According to his own testimony, 
“he had already with his mother’s milk 
sucked in and preserved the name of 
the Saviour so intensely that nothing 
could really delight him later that was 
deprived of this name. (‘Confessions,’ 
III,4,8)”3 The key phrase in this admis-
sion is that “nothing could really delight 
him.” Eventually that early claim on his 
life and heart could no longer be denied 
when, in the providence of God, he 
abandoned the world that is passing away, 
and also its lusts (1 John 2:17) and sub-
mitted to the claims of Christ, confess-
ing Him as Lord and Savior. 

Dear reader, the God of Augustine 
is also your Creator-God, and as such, 
has a prior claim on your life just as He 
did on this man of old times. I entreat 
you to avoid the bright but empty 
promises of sin, remembering that only 
Christ and obedience to His command-
ments will bring you fulfillment and 
satisfaction. Let Augustine’s testimony 
to the pain of a life of rebellion against 
God’s law convince you to avoid that 
kind of life at all cost and commit your-
self at an early age to serving King Jesus.

From his youth Augustine had an 
insatiable thirst for knowledge. His fa-
ther was proud of his son’s intellect and 
made sacrifices to give him an extensive 
education. He was trained as a rhetori-
cian, which profession he practiced at 
Tagaste and Carthage, North Africa, 
Rome and Milan until his conversion in 
A.D. 386. The ideal rhetorician (a cre-
ation of the ancient Greeks) was a man 

who had mastered language and classical 
literature, and who could entertain by 
his rhetoric and oratory. Augustine’s 
ability to enthrall his audience with his 
rhetorical abilities led him to become 
prideful and to doubt his mother’s 
simple faith. He learned to rely instead 
on his own abilities and talents, exulting 
in the praise of men. Pride always leads 
to destruction and it was only the grace 
of God that led Augustine through the 
maze of his own puffed-up vanity and 
that of false teachers he respected, to 
The Truth.

In his young adulthood he was 
infatuated with various heresies. He was 
first swayed by a popular heresy called 
Manichaeism which was not only a her-
esy, but originally a rival religion. It was 
created by a man named Mani, a Persian 
who lived in the third century A.D., 
who believed he had received special 
revelations from God that taught the 
existence of two rival gods, the god of 
light and spirit, and the god of darkness 
and matter. Good and evil are not moral 
positions, Mani declared, rather they 
are states of being. Each person has the 
“essence” of these two rival “gods”—of 
good and evil—within himself. Salva-
tion, Mani taught, consists in siding 
with one or the other god.

The defining mark of Manichaeism as 
a heresy is that it defines the issues con-
fronting man, not as a moral antithesis, 
but as an antithesis of being. If the an-
tithesis is moral, someone clearly needs 
changing. Christianity insists on the 
necessity of conversion. When a man is 
born again, he is not another being; he 
is the same man but with a new heart, 
with a spirit of faith and obedience, not 

*Once again, I am indebted to my husband, Rev. Joe Morecraft, III, for much of the background information of this article.
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of rebellion and disobedience.4

When he finally was convinced of 
its error, Augustine began refuting Man-
ichaeism as vigorously as he had pro-
moted it. He sought to strike at its root 
by disputing it on every level of thought 
and philosophy. His approach involved 
discussing its flawed beliefs in  “…
the nature of God and His relation to 
the world, the nature of the world, the 
nature of man, and the problem of good 
and evil. Augustine’s method is one of 
raising irreconcilable either/or’s for his 
opponents, and of [then] establishing 
his own doctrine [and position]…”5

Augustine pointed out that the 
Bible does not present us with two gods 
in endless conflict; nor does it teach that 
matter is evil and only spirit is good. 
Instead, the Bible teaches us of one true 
God who made everything and who 
made everything good—both matter 
and spirit. (And God saw all that He had 
made, and behold, it was very good. Gen. 
1:31 NAS) For in Christianity, as R. 
J. Rushdoony states, “[S]alvation is by 
Christ’s atonement and by His regener-
ating work within us. From being rebels 
against God, we become members of 
Christ’s new humanity. This conversion 
makes us a new creation in the moral, 
not the metaphysical sense.”6

God used Augustine’s refutation of 
the Manicheans as a necessary phase in 
his pathway to conversion. Augustine 
later confessed to God concerning this 
period in his life:  “Thou wert with me, 
but I was not with Thee … I tasted, and 
do hunger and thirst. Thou didst touch 
me, and I burned for Thy peace.”7

Sadly, Augustine’s bout with Man-
ichaeism did not cure him entirely from 
dabbling in heresies. He also struggled 
with Neoplatonism, A.D. 385. 

Although Augustine saw the emptiness 
and error of Manichaeism, in his early 
years he continued to hold to a dualistic 
worldview because of the influence of 

Neo-Platonism on his thinking. (The 
Neo-Platonism of Plotinus held that 
the material/physical is inferior to the 
spiritual/heavenly.) Although after 
his conversion and as he matured as a 
Christian thinker he saw the unbiblical 
nature of Neo-Platonism … Augustine 
never completely escaped its influence 
on his thinking, but its influence on 
him diminished with the passage of 
time.8

Dr. Francis Nigel Lee comments 
further on the influence of Neopla-
tonism on Augustine’s thinking:

A remnant of neo-Platonism is seen in 
his apparent elevation of the spiritual 
above the material: the soul is vastly 
superior to the body…

Yet, notwithstanding all this, Au-
gustine’s philosophy is still basi-
cally molded according to the Biblical 
religious basic motive of creation-
fall-recreation—if his philosophy did 
have some non-Christian elements in 
it—rationalism and irrationalism, it 
was certainly not his intention … And 
Augustine’s later true successors, the 
Reformers in general and Calvin in 
particular, would intentionally try to 
remove these non-Christian elements 
and develop an exclusively Biblical life 
and world view.9

A brief outline of Augustine’s 
Christian life: He was converted to 
Christ in A.D. 386 and spent much of 
A.D. 387 studying philosophy and the 
Bible in Cassiciacum. He was baptized 
in A.D. 387 and stayed in Rome briefly, 
returning to his hometown, Tagaste, 
in the autumn of A.D. 388 where he 
established a Christian retreat center for 
himself and his friends. In A.D. 391, he 
was dramatically forced into ordination 
as a presbyter at Hippo and five years 
later was promoted to bishop, A.D. 396. 
Thus he became a Christian at age 32, a 
priest at 36 and a bishop at 41.   

His conversion can be told only 
in Augustine’s own moving words in a 

prayer from his Confessions:

There was a little garden next to our 
lodging of which we had use … Thither 
the tumult of my heart drove me, where 
no one could interrupt the fierce quar-
rel which I was waging with myself, 
until it should reach the issue known 
to Thee but not to me … Thus was I 
sick and tormented, reproaching myself 
more bitterly than ever, twisting and 
writhing in my chain, until it should be 
entirely broken, since now it held me 
but slightly—though it held me yet … 
And I kept saying in my heart, “O, let it 
be now!  Let it be now!”  And as I spoke 
I almost resolved—I almost did it, but I 
did it not … So when searching reflec-
tion had drawn out from the hidden 
depths all my misery and piled it up in 
the sight of my heart, a great tempest 
broke over me, bearing with it a great 
flood of tears … And I went further off 
… and flung myself at random under a 
fig tree there and gave free vent to my 
tears; and the flood of my eyes broke 
forth, an acceptable sacrifice to Thee. 
And not indeed in these words, but to 
this purport, I cried to Thee incessantly, 
“But Thou, O Lord, how long?  How 
long, O Lord?  Wilt Thou be angry 
forever?  O remember not against us 
our iniquities of old!” I felt myself 
held by them; I raised sorrowful cries, 
“How long, how long?  Tomorrow, and 
tomorrow?  Why not now, why not this 
instant, end my wickedness?”

I was speaking thus and weeping in the 
bitterest contrition of heart, when lo, 
I heard a voice, I know not whether 
of boy or girl, saying in a chant and 
repeating over and over:  Take and read, 
Take and read [in Latin, Tolle Lege!]. 
At once with changed countenance I 
began most intently to think whether 
there was any kind of game in which 
children chanted such a thing, but 
I could not recall ever hearing it. I 
choked back the rush of tears and rose, 
interpreting it no otherwise than as a 
divine command to me to open the 
book and read whatever passage I first 
lighted upon.—So I returned quickly 
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to the place where Alypius [Augustine’s 
friend] was sitting, for I had laid down 
the volume of the apostle there when I 
left him. I seized it, opened it, and read 
in silence the passage on which my eyes 
first fell:  “Not in rioting and drunken-
ness, not in chambering and wanton-
ness, not in strife and envying; but put 
ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
no provision for the flesh, to fulfill the 
lusts thereof.”  No further did I wish to 
read: nor was there need. Instantly, as I 
reached the end of this sentence, it was 
as if the light of peace was poured into 
my heart and all the shades of doubt 
faded away … For Thou didst convert 
me to Thyself in such a manner that I 
sought never a wife nor any hope of this 
world—taking my stand on that Rule 
of Faith on which Thou didst reveal me 
to my mother so many years before.10

What human factors led to Au-
gustine’s conversion? We find several 
strands which God wove together to 
bind Augustine to Himself. Primarily, 
God worked through the prayers and 
tears of his mother who continually 
begged God to show him the emptiness 
of the false philosophies that intrigued 
him, both in his studies and acquain-
tances. She also prayed that he would 
realize as futile his attempts at true 
contentment pursued by his immoral 
lifestyle. He was greatly affected as well 
by the eloquent and powerful preach-
ing of Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, and 
led to deep reflection about the state of 
his soul through conversations with his 
friends, Simplicianus and Theodorus.

Young reader, whose opinions 
matter most to you? To whom do you 
really listen? Beware of allowing the 
high praise of men to lead you to vanity. 
Beware of high-sounding words taught 
as “the truth” that may lead you away 
from the true faith, “once delivered to 
the saints.” Test the spirits to see if they 
are from God by testing every opinion 
of man against the Word of God. Even 
great men with good intentions are 

capable of leading themselves and others 
astray when they begin inventing new 
methodologies and proclaiming as truth 
the ideas of men. Remember, too, that 
“life is a vapor”—only what is done for 
Christ will last through eternity. Even 
the mighty Roman Empire fell.

In A.D. 410, Alaric and the Visig-
oths sacked Rome but   Augustine con-
tinued to serve as bishop at Hippo until 
his death August 28, A.D. 430, during 
the reign of Theodosius II. 

A year later, Hippo was evacuated and 
partly burned by the Vandals. Yet … 
Augustine’s library escaped destruction 
and thus enabled Possidius to compile 
a full list of his works and write his Life 
of Augustine. In 475, a young Romulus 
Augustulus was made emperor of the 
Empire, but an empire reduced to a 
very small amount of territory. Com-
pletely ruined, it could no longer fulfill 
its engagements to its army, whereupon 
the troops [mostly barbarians], elected 
as their head Odoacer, a Germanic 
leader. He was proclaimed emperor in 
476 and the Roman Empire was no 
more. [During the time of the Romans, 
North Africa was a fertile agricultural 
area known as ‘the bread-basket’ of the 
Roman Empire., R.M.] All of the riches 
that had belonged to North Africa were 
to dwindle during the Vandal occupa-
tion and after the arrival of the Turks 
and Arabs these riches were to disappear 
entirely, giving place to arid mountains 
and desert brush, with only traces of the 
old roads, cities and monuments still to 
be seen along the coast.11

Why consider such a small man 
who lived so long ago primarily in a 
small area of North Africa and Rome?

Augustine’s physical world was far 
smaller than the whole of the Roman 
Empire. Apart from a few years in Italy 
in the 380’s, he lived his life chiefly 
in three places:  Tagaste, Hippo, and 
Carthage. His trips elsewhere in North 
Africa were few and limited. Though 
his words traveled widely, his spatial 

limitations are important to remember, 
not least because they kept him chiefly 
in the more urbanized and coastal north 
of Africa, away from the high plains 
and the frontier, away from the districts 
where a rougher form of life and per-
haps a more native form of religion held 
sway.12

As you young people read about 
Augustine, remember that, whether you 
are large or small of stature, whether you 
look impressive or not, faithfulness to 
your calling in life is what matters. Au-
gustine, like Athanasius, the other great 
African we have studied, wasn’t impres-
sive in appearance; but his study of the 
Scriptures and application of them to 
all of life has impacted the thinking of 
men and helped shaped culture for over 
a thousand years! In another article, 
we’ll look at some of his most famous 
writings and how they have influenced 
theology, philosophy, the establish-
ment of Biblical families and churches, 
individual holiness, and nearly all facets 
of Western culture.

Augustine was a man, and as such, 
he was not perfect nor were his writings 
without error. But because he attempted 
to “think God’s thoughts after Him,” he 
has contributed more than probably any 
man in human history to Christianity 
and Western civilization.

Wherever men discuss the meaning of 
good and evil, or human love and the 
love of God, or the nature of justice, 
or the unity of the Church and the 
relations of Church and State, the 
argument often turns on references to 
Augustine’s thought. Why is this so?  
In part the answer is that a reading of 
St. Augustine belongs to the discovery 
of our own intellectual and spiritual 
ancestry. It was he who in the fourth 
century gave to Western civilization the 
formative ideas which have guided it for 
centuries—Whoever would know the 
structural ideas of the Christian tradi-
tion and Western philosophy which 
have shaped our minds for fifteen 
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centuries must know Augustine.13

Another man has said that “[W]
ithout Augustine there would have been 
no Western civilization … If anything 
… Western civilization is a comment 
on Augustine.”14 But Augustine would 
not have desired any praise. His Savior, 
who Himself was not impressive to look 
on and who never traveled more than 
a few miles from home in the region of 
Galilee, consumed Augustine’s thoughts 
and life.

Possidius, a friend, student and 
co-worker of Augustine, wrote a Life 
of Augustine, explaining his literary 
activity, his labors for peace and unity 
in the church, and his transformational 
education of the clergy. Possidius “…
also paints for us a touchingly sincere 
portrait of the personality of his beloved 
master and enables us to see him at his 
daily work, submerged under super-
abundant labors, but always able to lift 
his heart to God, and already enjoying 
his rest with Him even in the midst 
of the clangor of the warfare he was 
ever waging for His Church and His 
truth.”15 He says of Augustine:

Alike at home and in the Church, he 
gave himself unstintedly to teaching 
and preaching the word of salvation 
with all confidence, in opposition to the 
heresies prevalent in Africa … to the 
unspeakable admiration and delight of 
the Christians who as far as in them lay 
spread abroad his words.—But I think 
that those could profit more from him 
who could hear and see him speaking as 
he stood in the church, especially if they 
were not ignorant of his walk among 
men. For he was not merely a learned 
scribe in the kingdom of heaven, bring-
ing out of his treasury things new and 
old, and one of those merchantmen 
who, having found a pearl of great 
price, went and sold all that he had 
and bought it; but he was also of those 
to whom it is written, “So speak and 
so do,” and of whom the Saviour says, 

“Whosoever shall do and teach men thus, 
he shall be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven.”16

[In part two of our series on Augus-
tine, we’ll share portions of an excellent 
book on his life, Son of Tears, by Henry 
Coray. Maybe you can find this book and 
read, in novel form, more details from 
the life of the great Augustine.]

Becky Morecraft is thankful to be married 
to Dr. Joe Morecraft, pastor of Chalcedon 
Presbyterian Church in Cumming,GA. 
They have been married for 39 years and 
have four children and seven grandchildren. 
Becky loves to sing with her sister, Judy 
Rogers, to read and write. She is grateful to 
her parents and grandparents for teaching 
her to love the Lord at an early age and to 
appreciate her heritage.
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Sarah Palin struck a 
nerve this summer 

when she said, on her 
Facebook page:

“The America I 
know and love is not 

one in which my parents or my baby 
with Down Syndrome will have to 
stand in front of Obama’s ‘death panel’ 
so his bureaucrats can decide, based on 
a subjective judgment of their ‘level of 
productivity in society,’ whether they are 
worthy of health care. Such a system is 
downright evil.”3

Does the House of Representatives 
“health care reform bill,” HR 3200, re-
ally propose government “death panels” 
that would decide who should live and 
who should die?

The bill’s backers heatedly deny the 
charge; critics just as heatedly affirm 
it. Meanwhile, in August, the Senate 
Finance Committee removed all “end-
of-life provisions” from the Senate’s 
version of the bill, “to avoid unintended 
consequences.”4

Before we report on the criticisms, 
let us be clear about the subject under 
discussion—HR 3200, 1,017 pages 
long in the online version certified by 
the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. 
Government Printing Office. All quota-
tions from the bill are from this source.5

Specifically, we are looking at 
Subtitle C, Section 1233, “Advance 

Are the “Death Panels” for Real?
Lee Duigon

C o l u m n

Care Planning Consultation,” pages 
424–430.

“[‘A]dvance care planning consulta-
tion’ means a consultation between the 
individual and a practitioner … regard-
ing advance care planning, if …  the 
individual involved has not had such a 
consultation within the last five years.” 
(p. 425)

The consultation is to include “ad-
vance directives, including living wills 
and durable power of attorney, and their 
uses” (p. 425).

–Also, “An explanation by the prac-
titioner of the continuum of end-of-life 
services …  including palliative care and 
hospice…” (p. 425).

–And, “the reasons why the devel-
opment of such an order is beneficial to 
the individual and the individual’s fam-
ily and the reasons why such an order 
[for end-of-life counseling] should be 
updated periodically as the health of the 
individual changes” (p. 426).

Who Decides?
Involved in a patient’s end-of-

life care decisions, says the bill, shall 
be “representatives from emergency 
medical services, emergency department 
physicians or nurses, state long-term care 
association, state surveyors, agency respon-
sible for senior services, state department of 
health, state hospital association, state bar 
association, and state hospice association” 

(pp. 427–428). We have emphasized 
those bodies that are agencies of the 
government.

Orders for treatment—or for limita-
tion, or termination, of treatment—are 
to be signed “by a physician …  or 
another health care professional (as speci-
fied by the Secretary …” (p. 429, empha-
sis added). “The Secretary” denotes the 
secretary of the Department of Health 
and Human Services, currently the 
ethically-challenged Kathleen Sibelius.

There is, of course, much more. The 
reader is encouraged to consult the text 
and see for himself.

There is no specific mention made 
of “death panels.” What we do have is:

–Mandatory end-of-life counseling 
(“advance care planning consultation”), 
at least once every five years, for every-
one over a certain age or in a certain 
state of health: to wit, the elderly and 
the infirm.

–Patient-practitioner discussions 
are to cover the whole “continuum of 
end-of-life services,” but we are not 
told whether that “continuum” includes 
assisted suicide or any form of euthana-
sia. Certainly these are not specifically 
excluded.

–Government officials and bureau-
crats, on up to the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, are to be in on 
decisions involving patient care or ter-
mination of care.

“[W]e know that if this white-coated authority whose chosen vocation is curing and healing is the one opening your mind to 
hospice and palliative care, we’ve nudged you ever so slightly toward letting go.”1–Charles Krauthammer

“But it could be manslaughter, not murder. It’s not necessarily murder. But it doesn’t bother me what you call it. I know what it 
is. This could never be a crime in any society which deems itself enlightened.”2–Jack Kevorkian

“All they that hate me love death.”–Proverbs 8:36
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“It’s surely not a death panel,” wrote 

Charles Krauthammer. “But it is subtle 
pressure applied by society through your 
doctor. And when you include it in a 
healthcare reform whose major object 
is to bend the cost curve downward, 
you have to be a fool or a knave to deny 
that it’s intended to gently point you in 
a certain direction, toward the corner 
of the sick room where stands a ghostly 
figure, scythe in hand, offering release.”6

Is the Stage Already Set?
Other critics speak more forcefully.
Dr. Richard Land, president 

of the Ethics and Religious Liberty 
Commission of the Southern Baptist 
Conference, told Chalcedon, “The 
persons serving on those end-of-life 
consulting panels will be trained by the 
government—professionally trained to 
manipulate people into agreeing to die.” 
But the whole bill, he said, is “horrible.”

“Unlike some of the Congressmen, 
I’ve read it,” Dr. Land said. “From Page 
One to Page 1,000, it is filled with a 
utilitarian philosophy. It’s all about the 
government intruding between patient 
and doctor.”

He added, “If Obamacare [HR 
3200] becomes law, the vast majority of 
Americans will lead shorter lives filled 
with more pain and suffering.”

Jerri Ward, an Austin pro-life at-
torney, participated in a state-appointed 
“advance directive coalition” in 2006–
2007. The panel was seeking consensus 
on how to reform Texas laws regulating 
end-of-life procedures—a consensus 
which was not achieved, she said.

“The state is already set for the kind 
of ‘end-of-life planning’ that we see in 
HR 3200,” she said. “Patients’ children 
and surrogates will be going to those 
counseling sessions, and we’ll wind up 
pressuring elderly people to remove 
feeding tubes, stop medication, etc.

“What I mainly see in my work 
with patients is hospitals running 

roughshod over families, manipulat-
ing families, playing family members 
off against each other, to terminate a 
patient’s treatment.”

Why? To save money, Ms. Ward 
said: and it will be done on a larger 
scale, she warned, if anything like HR 
3200 becomes law.

Her experiences on the “advance 
directive” panel—serving with hospital 
administrators, doctors and nurses, 
social workers, a “medical ethicist” from 
Planned Parenthood—have not left her 
with a rosy view of health care reform.

“Every time I went into that meet-
ing room, I felt like I was confronting 
evil,” she said. “I saw the face of evil in 
their utilitarian mind-set.”

The Push for Euthanasia
Dr. Gene Rudd, senior vice presi-

dent of the Christian Medical and Den-
tal Association, wrote recently on the 
CMDA’s website:

“To meet the cost pressures of this 
massive government-funded program, 
we can expect assisted suicide to be 
presented as a major economic solution. 
This process begins subtly under HR 
3200 …”7

“Before Christ,” Dr. Rudd told 
Chalcedon, “hospitals did not exist. It 
was the followers of Christ who un-
derstood that Christ reached out and 
touched the leper, and invested Himself 
in the health needs of people all around 
him. Every life is sacred, and must be 
treated so. For us to create a health care 
system that didn’t do that would be 
immoral. The current proposals before 
Congress are not acceptable.”

Dr. Rudd found the language of 
Section 1233 especially troubling.

“Making the counseling sessions 
‘mandatory’ is the first red flag,” he said. 
“It’s very wise for doctors to have this 
kind of counseling with patients, but it 
should not be mandatory.”

HR 3200 puts “far too much 

decision-making power in the hands of 
Health and Human Services,” he said.

Perhaps what makes the health care 
bill so alarming to so many people is 
that there is, indeed, a growing sense 
that our nation’s opinion-leaders are in-
creasingly receptive to euthanasia as the 
solution to spiraling health care costs.

“The death of a teenager is a greater 
tragedy than the death of an 85-year-
old,” wrote Peter Singer, in defense of 
health care rationing, for the New York 
Times Magazine this summer.8 Singer, a 
professor of ethics at Princeton Univer-
sity, is best known as the founder of the 
“animal liberation” movement. But he 
has long been an enthusiastic advocate 
of euthanasia.

Jack Kevorkian, the “Death Doc-
tor,” received a very long prison sen-
tence for helping his patients to commit 
suicide. However, it is beginning to look 
like the opinion-leaders of the Western 
world are catching up to him in their 
“enlightenment.”

In the United Kingdom, where 
“universal health care” has been in place 
for years, euthanasia’s advocates are 
more outspoken.

Baroness Warnock, supposedly 
Britain’s leading medical ethicist, raised 
hackles last year when she said, “If 
you’re demented, you’re wasting people’s 
lives—your family’s lives—and you’re 
wasting the resources of the National 
Health Services.”9 The 84-year-old bar-
oness said certain patients have “a duty 
to die” and that she hoped people would 
be “licensed to put others down” if they 
are unable to look after themselves.10

It should not be imagined that Peter 
Singer and Lady Warnock are the only 
opinion-leaders saying such things.

Rationing Health Care
Critics of HR 3200 also claim the 

legislation would lead inevitably to 
the rationing of medical care, with the 
rationing decisions made by government 
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bureaucrats.

“I lived in England, under socialized 
medicine, for three years,” Richard Land 
said, “and it’s horrible. I knew people in 
England who died, who wouldn’t have 
died in America, thanks to National 
Health. This bill [HR 3200] is modeled 
after the British system. It means late 
diagnosis, late treatment, and a higher 
death rate for Americans.”

The Telegraph reported a recent 
example of such rationing.11 “Tens of 
thousands with chronic back pain will 
be forced to live in agony after a deci-
sion to slash the number of painkilling 
injections covered on the NHS, doctors 
have warned,” wrote health correspon-
dent Laura Donnelly.

Why take away these patients’ 
painkillers? Because doing so is expected 
the save the NHS 33 million pounds, 
cutting back from more than 60,000 
treatments of steroid injections a year to 
just 3,000, the Telegraph reported.

The decision was made by the Na-
tional Health Service’s “drug rationing 
watchdog” agency—the National Insti-
tute of Health and Clinical Excellence, 
acronymed NICE. The irony of this 
acronym will not be lost on C. S. Lewis 
fans. In his novel, That Hideous Strength, 
the villain is a satanic cabal disguised as 
a scientific body, the National Institute 
of Coordinated Experiments—NICE. 
We are amazed that an agency respon-
sible for withholding medical treatment 
from suffering patients would claim to 
have anything to do with “clinical excel-
lence.”

Can It Be Done Politically?
As if opening the door to medi-

cal rationing and euthanasia were not 
enough to damn HR 3200, the bill 
may also establish public funding for 
abortions and force doctors and nurses 
with religious objections to abortion to 
participate in abortions, Dr. Gene Rudd 
warned.

Even so, he said, some kind of legis-
lation to improve health care in America 
might be acceptable.

“We do need to make some chang-
es—but not sweeping changes,” he said, 
“in which we sweep away the whole 
foundation. So let’s make incremental 
changes, as needed. After all, the needy 
cannot go unattended.

“Government can be involved in 
health care. But if that government has 
a worldview that is against Scripture, 
then, no—it cannot be involved.

“Power corrupts. When you give 
power without accountability, or 
principles to guide those who exercise 
that power, there is great potential for 
corruption. If the government has a 
worldview in which power is an end in 
itself, then the government has to stay 
out of health care—absolutely.”

Richard Land said, “In a country as 
wealthy as ours, we ought to provide a 
basic standard of health care for every 
citizen.” But he hedged this statement 
with several caveats.

“Let’s face it,” he said, “a single-
player, NHS-type health care system has 
been the Holy Grail for liberals for the 
last fifty years.

“Democrats, however, have fun-
damentally misread the 2008 election 
results as a mandate to turn us into a 
statist, neo-socialist society. And now 
the American people are revolting 
against this rampant statism, and the 
people in Washington are stunned and 
shocked. They can’t believe what they’re 
hearing at all those town hall meetings.”

Dr. Land said he has been in private 
conversations with many so-called Blue 
Dog Democrats in Congress.

“The leaders in Congress have 
threatened to push this thing through 
with Democratic votes alone,” he said, 
“but I don’t think they can. There are 
too many Blue Dogs who could never 
be re-elected in 2010 if they voted 

for this. But even if they did push it 
through, before something of this mag-
nitude could be implemented, it could 
be stopped by the new Congress.”

But if anything like HR 3200 were 
to become law, he said, then “Many 
people who aborted their babies, years 
ago, will find themselves being pressured 
to die before their natural time.”

Ironic, isn’t it, that if the approxi-
mately fifty million babies aborted in 
America since Roe v. Wade had been 
allowed to live, millions of them now 
would be working and generating 
wealth in a country supposedly con-
cerned with becoming unable to pay 
for Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, 
and health care? 

The Proper Role of the State
“Health care reform” is another 

example of what Richard Land called 
“liberals looking upon the state as a 
replacement for God.”

R. J. Rushdoony, in Thy Kingdom 
Come, wrote of what the state and the 
civil government ought to be, according 
to Scripture:

The state has a duty to serve God, 
to be Christian, to be a part of God’s 
kingdom, or else it shall be judged by 
Him. The state is declared in Romans 
13 to be a ministry, the ministry of 
justice and social order … every area of 
life is strictly limited in its scope by the 
word of God. The state as civil govern-
ment is strictly limited in that, first, it is 
under God and must administer justice 
in faithfulness to His word. Second, the 
state cannot assume as its own those 
areas which are properly the spheres of 
the home, school, church, art, econom-
ics, or anything else. Third, the state 
cannot limit the individual’s freedom to 
work out the divine mandate for man as 
God’s image-bearer. Fourth, the author-
ity of the state is at all times ministerial, 
or delegated from God, not creative or 
independent. When the state becomes 
messianic in its claims and tries to usher 
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in paradise, it has done so by declaring 
itself to be a god and by making itself 
the source of law and authority … It is 
man’s attempt to be God and create his 
own new world.12

In light of Rushdoony’s observa-
tions, the critics of HR 3200 do not go 
far enough in their criticism.

What has legislation like this to do 
with administering justice and preserv-
ing social order? By “justice” we mean 
no such inane hypocrisy as “social jus-
tice,” but plain, old, everyday justice—
the state’s duty to protect its citizens 
from evildoers and punish convicted 
criminals. Taking care of the sick has 
always been the province of families, 
churches, and the medical profession.

“Health care reform” envisions a 
vast government takeover of a major 
sector of America’s economy. The state 
shall be assuming responsibilities that do 
not belong to it, Biblically or constitu-
tionally. In doing so, it would be further 
limiting individual freedom, replacing it 
with bureaucratic mandates.

HR 3200 glaringly reflects the mes-
sianic pretensions of the welfare state. 
This is not authority delegated to the 
state by God: it is, as Rushdoony clearly 
saw, the state pretending to be a god.

By their fruits you shall know them. 
Government health care has been an ab-
ject failure in one country after another. 
Ask anyone in England who suffers 
from chronic back pain and now cannot 
get treatment for it.

Why, then, should anyone want to 
follow the example of those countries?

None of the critics we spoke to 
brought up the obvious objection that 
the federal government is already too 
big, too corrupt, too wasteful and inef-
ficient, too powerful, and too intrusive; 
and that rather than being made bigger, 
costlier, more corrupt, more wasteful, 
more powerful, and more intrusive, our 
elected representatives should concen-

trate on chopping it down to a size 
more conformable to the Bible and the 
Constitution. We should be shrinking 
the government, not growing it.

Perhaps there are those in Congress 
fool enough to think that government 
health care will succeed in America, 
even though it has failed everywhere 
else. But there must be other promot-
ers of this project who, knowing it will 
make our health care system worse and 
not better, nevertheless press on—
because their real intent is to increase 
the power of the state. In their inces-
sant promotion of euthanasia, assisted 
suicide, sodomy, and abortion, they 
show themselves, in the words of King 
Solomon, to “love death.”  From their 
kind may the Lord deliver us.

Lee Duigon is a Christian free-lance writer 
and contributing editor for the Chalcedon 
Report. He has been a newspaper editor and 
reporter and a published novelist.
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If, however, we see ourselves as faith-
driven, we will see the Word as our 
authority, and given for our edification 
in obedience. If we are wise men, we 
will see the difference.

1. Floyd Nolan Jones, The Chronology of the 
Old Testament (Green Forest, AR: Master 
Books, 2007).
2. The Wise Men were likely educated 
Gentile converts or Jews of Persia (not 
astrologers, astronomers, magicians, or 
mystics) who looked for the Messiah. 
The star they followed moved so it was a 
miraculous manifestation, not a star, comet, 
or conjunction.
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Ecclesiastical Literature, s. v. “Herod.”
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Biblical Law
The Institute of Biblical Law (In three volumes, by R.J. Rushdoony) Volume I
Biblical Law is a plan for dominion under God, whereas its rejection is to claim dominion 
on man’s terms. The general principles (commandments) of the law are discussed as well 
as their specific applications (case law) in Scripture. Many consider this to be the author’s 
most important work.

Hardback, 890 pages, indices, $45.00

Volume II, Law and Society
The relationship of Biblical Law to communion and community, the sociology of the 
Sabbath, the family and inheritance, and much more are covered in the second volume. 
Contains an appendix by Herbert Titus.

Hardback, 752 pages, indices, $35.00

Volume III, The Intent of the Law
“God’s law is much more than a legal code; it is a covenantal law. It establishes a personal relationship between God and man.” The first section 
summarizes the case laws. The author tenderly illustrates how the law is for our good, and makes clear the difference between the sacrificial laws 
and those that apply today. The second section vividly shows the practical implications of the law. The examples catch the reader’s attention; the 
author clearly has had much experience discussing God’s law. The third section shows that would-be challengers to God’s law produce only poison 
and death. Only God’s law can claim to express God’s “covenant grace in helping us.”

Hardback, 252 pages, indices, $25.00

Ten Commandments for Today (DVD)
Ethics remains at the center of discussion in sports, entertainment, politics and education as our culture searches for a 
comprehensive standard to guide itself through the darkness of the modern age. Very few consider the Bible as the rule of 
conduct, and God has been marginalized by the pluralism of our society.

This 12-part DVD collection contains an in-depth interview with the late Dr. R.J. Rushdoony on the application of God’s law 
to our modern world. Each commandment is covered in detail as Dr. Rushdoony challenges the humanistic remedies that 
have obviously failed. Only through God’s revealed will, as laid down in the Bible, can the standard for righteous living be 
found. Rushdoony silences the critics of Christianity by outlining the rewards of obedience as well as the consequences of 
disobedience to God’s Word. 

In a world craving answers, THE TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR TODAY provides an effective and coherent solution — one that is guaranteed success. 
Includes 12 segments: an introduction, one segment on each commandment, and a conclusion.

2 DVDs, $30.00

Law and Liberty
By R.J. Rushdoony. This work examines various areas of life from a Biblical perspective. Every area of life must be brought under the 
dominion of Christ and the government of God’s Word.

Paperback, 152 pages, $5.00

In Your Justice
By Edward J. Murphy. The implications of God’s law over the life of man and society.

Booklet, 36 pages, $2.00

The World Under God’s Law
A tape series by R.J. Rushdoony. Five areas of life are considered in the light of Biblical Law- the home, the church, government, economics, and the 
school.

5 cassette tapes, RR418ST-5, $15.00

Or, buy Volumes 1 and 2 and 
receive Volume 3 for FREE!

(A savings of $25 off the $105.00 
retail price)

Chalcedon Foundation Catalog Insert

$31.50

$24.50
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$21.00

$3.50
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Education
The Philosophy of the Christian Curriculum
By R.J. Rushdoony. The Christian School represents a 
break with humanistic education, but, too often, in 
leaving the state school, the Christian educator has 
carried the state’s humanism with him. A curriculum 
is not neutral: it is either a course in humanism or 
training in a God-centered faith and life. The liberal 
arts curriculum means literally that course which 

trains students in the arts of freedom. This raises the key question: is 
freedom in and of man or Christ? The Christian art of freedom, that is, 
the Christian liberal arts curriculum, is emphatically not the same as 
the humanistic one. It is urgently necessary for Christian educators to 
rethink the meaning and nature of the curriculum.

Paperback, 190 pages, index, $16.00

The Harsh Truth about Public Schools
By Bruce Shortt. This book combines a sound Biblical 
basis, rigorous research, straightforward, easily read 
language, and eminently sound reasoning. It is based 
upon a clear understanding of God’s educational 
mandate to parents. It is a thoroughly documented 
description of the inescapably anti-Christian thrust of 
any governmental school system and the inevitable 

results: moral relativism (no fixed standards), academic dumbing down, 
far-left programs, near absence of discipline, and the persistent but 
pitiable rationalizations offered by government education professionals.

Paperback, 464 pages, $22.00

Intellectual Schizophrenia
By R.J. Rushdoony. This book was a resolute call to arms 
for Christian’s to get their children out of the pagan 
public schools and provide them with a genuine 
Christian education. Dr. Rushdoony had predicted 
that the humanist system, based on anti-Christian 
premises of the Enlightenment, could only get worse. 
He knew that education divorced from God and 

from all transcendental standards would produce the educational 
disaster and moral barbarism we have today. The title of this book is 
particularly significant in that Dr. Rushdoony was able to identify the 
basic contradiction that pervades a secular society that rejects God’s 
sovereignty but still needs law and order, justice, science, and meaning 
to life. 

Paperback, 150 pages, index, $17.00

The Messianic Character of American Education
By R.J. Rushdoony. This study reveals an important part 
of American history: From Mann to the present, the state 
has used education to socialize the child. The school’s 
basic purpose, according to its own philosophers, is not 
education in the traditional sense of the 3 R’s. Instead, 
it is to promote “democracy” and “equality,” not in their 
legal or civic sense, but in terms of the engineering of 

a socialized citizenry. Public education became the means of creating a 
social order of the educator’s design. Such men saw themselves and the 
school in messianic terms. This book was instrumental in launching the 
Christian school and homeschool movements.

Hardback, 410 pages, index, $20.00

Mathematics: Is God Silent?
By James Nickel. This book revolutionizes the prevailing 
understanding and teaching of math. The addition of 
this book is a must for all upper-level Christian school 
curricula and for college students and adults interested 
in math or related fields of science and religion. It will 
serve as a solid refutation for the claim, often made in 
court, that mathematics is one subject, which cannot be 

taught from a distinctively Biblical perspective.

Revised and enlarged 2001 edition, Paperback, 408 pages, 
$22.00

The Foundations of Christian Scholarship
Edited by Gary North. These are essays developing 
the implications and meaning of the philosophy of 
Dr. Cornelius Van Til for every area of life. The chapters 
explore the implications of Biblical faith for a variety of 
disciplines.

Paperback, 355 pages, indices, $24.00

The Victims of Dick and Jane
By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. America’s most effective 
critic of public education shows us how America’s 
public schools were remade by educators who used 
curriculum to create citizens suitable for their own 
vision of a utopian socialist society. This collection 
of essays will show you how and why America’s 
public education declined. You will see the educator-

engineered decline of reading skills. The author describes the causes for 
the decline and the way back to competent education methodologies 
that will result in a self-educated, competent, and freedom-loving 
populace.

Paperback, 266 pages, index, $22.00

Revolution via Education
By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. In this book, Samuel 
Blumenfeld gets to the root of our crisis: our spiritual 
state and the need for an explicitly Christian form of 
education. Blumenfeld leaves nothing uncovered. 
He examines the men, methods, and means to the 
socialist project to transform America into an outright 
tyranny by scientific controllers. This book is not for 

the faint of heart. It’s a wake up call to the church to make certain and 
deliberate steps to raising up a generation of Kingdom-builders.

Paperback, 189 pages, index, $20.00

Lessons Learned From Years of Homeschooling
By Andrea Schwartz. After nearly a quarter century 
of homeschooling her children, Andrea Schwartz 
has experienced both the accomplishments and 
challenges that come with being a homeschooling 
mom. And, she’s passionate about helping you 
learn her most valuable lessons. Discover the 
potential rewards of making the world your 
classroom and God’s Word the foundation of 

everything you teach. Now you can benefit directly from Andrea’s years 
of experience and obtain helpful insights to make your homeschooling 
adventure God-honoring, effective, and fun.

Paperback, 107 pages, index, $14.00
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$15.40

$11.90

$14.00

$14.00

$15.40

$16.80

$15.40

$9.80
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American History and the Constitution
This Independent Republic
By R. J. Rushdoony. First published in 1964, this series of essays gives important insight into American history by one who 
could trace American development in terms of the Christian ideas which gave it direction. These essays will greatly alter 
your understanding of, and appreciation for, American history. Topics discussed include: the legal issues behind the War of 
Independence; sovereignty as a theological tenet foreign to colonial political thought and the Constitution; the desire for land as 
a consequence of the belief in “inheriting the land” as a future blessing, not an immediate economic asset; federalism’s localism as 
an inheritance of feudalism; the local control of property as a guarantee of liberty; why federal elections were long considered of 
less importance than local politics; how early American ideas attributed to democratic thought were based on religious ideals of 

communion and community; and the absurdity of a mathematical concept of equality being applied to people.

Paperback, 163 pages, index, $17.00

The Nature of the American System
By R.J. Rushdoony. Originally published in 1965, these essays were a continuation of the author’s previous work, This Independent 
Republic, and examine the interpretations and concepts which have attempted to remake and rewrite America’s past and 
present. “The writing of history then, because man is neither autonomous, objective nor ultimately creative, is always in terms of 
a framework, a philosophical and ultimately religious framework in the mind of the historian…. To the orthodox Christian, the 
shabby incarnations of the reigning historiographies are both absurd and offensive. They are idols, and he is forbidden to bow 
down to them and must indeed wage war against them.”

Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

American History to 1865 - NOW ON CD!
By R.J. Rushdoony. These lectures are the most theologically complete assessment of early American history available, yet retain 
a clarity and vividness of expression that make them ideal for students. Rev. Rushdoony reveals a foundation of American History 
of philosophical and theological substance. He describes not just the facts of history, but the leading motives and movements in 
terms of the thinking of the day. Though this series does not extend beyond 1865, that year marked the beginning of the secular 
attempts to rewrite history. There can be no understanding of American History without an understanding of the ideas which 
undergirded its founding and growth. Set includes 37 CDs, teacher’s guide, student’s guide, plus a bonus CD featuring PDF copies 

of each guide for further use.

Disc 1 Motives of Discovery & Exploration I Disc 19 The Jefferson Administration, 
Disc 2 Motives of Discovery & Exploration II  the Tripolitan War & the War of 1812
Disc 3 Mercantilism Disc 20 The Voluntary Church on the Frontier, I 
Disc 4 Feudalism, Monarchy & Colonies/ Disc 21 Religious Voluntarism and the Voluntary Church on the Frontier, II 
 The Fairfax Resolves 1-8 Disc 22 The Monroe & Polk Doctrines
Disc 5 The Fairfax Resolves 9-24 Disc 23 Voluntarism & Social Reform 
Disc 6 The Declaration of Independence & Disc 24 Voluntarism & Politics 
 Articles of Confederation Disc 25 Chief Justice John Marshall: Problems of Political Voluntarism
Disc 7 George Washington: A Biographical Sketch Disc 26 Andrew Jackson: His Monetary Policy 
Disc 8 The U. S. Constitution, I Disc 27 The Mexican War of 1846 / Calhoun’s Disquisition
Disc 9 The U. S. Constitution, II Disc 28 De Toqueville on Democratic Culture 
Disc 10 De Toqueville on Inheritance & Society Disc 29 De Toqueville on Individualism
Disc 11 Voluntary Associations & the Tithe Disc 30 Manifest Destiny 
Disc 12 Eschatology & History Disc 31 The Coming of the Civil War
Disc 13 Postmillennialism & the War of Independence Disc 32 De Toqueville on the Family/ Aristocratic vs. Individualistic Cultures 
Disc 14 The Tyranny of the Majority Disc 33 De Toqueville on Democracy & Power
Disc 15 De Toqueville on Race Relations in America Disc 34 The Interpretation of History, I 
Disc 16 The Federalist Administrations Disc 35 The Interpretation of History, II
Disc 17 The Voluntary Church, I Disc 36 The American Indian (Bonus Disc) 
Disc 18 The Voluntary Church, II Disc 37 Documents: Teacher/Student Guides, Transcripts

37 discs in album, Set of “American History to 1865”, $140.00

The Homeschool Life: Discovering God’s Way to Family-Based Education
By Andrea Schwartz. Homeschooling expert, Andrea Schwartz, (Lessons Learned from Years of Homeschooling), in this her second 
book opens the door to The Homeschool Life, allowing parents to see the glorious potential in this life-changing, God-honoring 
adventure. She offers sage advice concerning key aspects of homeschooling, while never losing her central focus of applying 
the Word of God to all areas of life and thought. She provides practical insights for parents as they seek to provide a Christian 
education for their children.

Paperback, 143 pages, index, $17.00 $11.90

$11.90

$12.60

$98.00
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The Influence of Historic Christianity on Early America
By Archie P. Jones. Early America was founded upon the deep, extensive influence of Christianity inherited from the medieval 
period and the Protestant Reformation. That priceless heritage was not limited to the narrow confines of the personal life of the 
individual, nor to the ecclesiastical structure. Christianity positively and predominately (though not perfectly) shaped culture, 
education, science, literature, legal thought, legal education, political thought, law, politics, charity, and missions.

Booklet, 88 pages, $6.00

The Future of the Conservative Movement
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. The Future of the Conservative Movement explores the history, accomplishments and decline of 
the conservative movement, and lays the foundation for a viable substitute to today’s compromising, floundering conservatism. 

Because the conservative movement, despite its many sound features (including anti-statism and anti-Communism), was not 
anchored in an unchangeable standard, it eventually was hijacked from within and transformed into a scaled-down version of 
the very liberalism it was originally calculated to combat.

Booklet, 67 pages, $6.00

World History
Re-Release on CD! … A Christian Survey of World History - By R.J. Rushdoony
Includes 12 audio CDs, full text supporting the lectures, review questions, discussion questions, 
and an answer key.

The purpose of a study of history is to shape the future. Too much of history teaching centers upon events, persons, or 
ideas as facts but does not recognize God’s providential hand in judging humanistic man in order to build His Kingdom.  
History is God-ordained and presents the great battle between the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Man.  History 
is full of purpose—each Kingdom has its own goal for the end of history, and those goals are in constant conflict. 
Nothing about history is meaningless—history is always faith and philosophy in action. Not many history courses can 
equip Christians for faith and action, but this course has served that capacity for over four decades. A Christian Survey 
of World History can be used as a stand-alone curriculum, or as a supplement to a study of world history.

Disc 1 Time and History: Why History is Important Disc 7 New Humanism or Medieval Period
Disc 2 Israel, Egypt, and the Ancient Near East Disc 8 The Reformation
Disc 3 Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece and Jesus Christ Disc 9 Wars of Religion – So Called & The Thirty Years War
Disc 4 The Roman Republic Disc 10 France: Louis XIV through Napoleon
Disc 5 The Early Church & Byzantium Disc 11 England: The Puritans through Queen Victoria
Disc 6 Islam & The Frontier Age Disc 12 20th Century: The Intellectual – Scientific Elite

12 CDs, full text, review and discussion questions, $90.00

The Biblical Philosophy of History
By R.J. Rushdoony. For the orthodox Christian who grounds his philosophy of history on the doctrine of creation, the mainspring 
of history is God. Time rests on the foundation of eternity, on the eternal decree of God. Time and history therefore have meaning 
because they were created in terms of God’s perfect and totally comprehensive plan. The humanist faces a meaningless world 
in which he must strive to create and establish meaning. The Christian accepts a world which is totally meaningful and in 
which every event moves in terms of God’s purpose; he submits to God’s meaning and finds his life therein. This is an excellent 
introduction to Rushdoony. Once the reader sees Rushdoony’s emphasis on God’s sovereignty over all of time and creation, he 
will understand his application of this presupposition in various spheres of life and thought.

 Paperback, 138 pages, $22.00

James I: The Fool as King
By Otto Scott. In this study, Otto Scott writes about one of the “holy” fools of humanism who worked against the faith from within. 
This is a major historical work and marvelous reading.

Hardback, 472 pages, $20.00

$4.20

$4.20

$63.00

$15.40

$14.00
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Church History
The “Atheism” of the Early Church
By Rousas John Rushdoony. Early Christians were called “heretics” and “atheists” when they denied the gods of Rome, in particular 
the divinity of the emperor and the statism he embodied in his personality cult. These Christians knew that Jesus Christ, not the 
state, was their Lord and that this faith required a different kind of relationship to the state than the state demanded. Because 
Jesus Christ was their acknowledged Sovereign, they consciously denied such esteem to all other claimants. Today the church 
must take a similar stand before the modern state.

Paperback, 64 pages, $12.00

The Foundations of Social Order: Studies in the Creeds and Councils of the Early Church
By R.J. Rushdoony. Every social order rests on a creed, on a concept of life and law, and represents a religion in action. The basic 
faith of a society means growth in terms of that faith. Now the creeds and councils of the early church, in hammering out 
definitions of doctrines, were also laying down the foundations of Christendom with them. The life of a society is its creed; a 
dying creed faces desertion or subversion readily. Because of its indifference to its creedal basis in Biblical Christianity, western 
civilization is today facing death and is in a life and death struggle with humanism.

Paperback, 197 pages, index, $16.00

Philosophy
The Death of Meaning
By Rousas John Rushdoony. For centuries on end, humanistic philosophers have produced endless books and treatises which 
attempt to explain reality without God or the mediatory work of His Son, Jesus Christ. Modern philosophy has sought to explain 
man and his thought process without acknowledging God, His Revelation, or man’s sin. God holds all such efforts in derision and 
subjects their authors and adherents to futility. Philosophers who rebel against God are compelled to abandon meaning itself, for 
they possess neither the tools nor the place to anchor it. The works of darkness championed by philosophers past and present 
need to be exposed and reproved. In this volume, Dr. Rushdoony clearly enunciates each major philosopher’s position and its 
implications, identifies the intellectual and moral consequences of each school of thought, and traces the dead-end to which 

each naturally leads. There is only one foundation. Without Christ, meaning and morality are anchored to shifting sand, and a counsel of despair 
prevails. This penetrating yet brief volume provides clear guidance, even for laymen unfamiliar with philosophy.

Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

The Word of Flux: Modern Man and the Problem of Knowledge
By R.J. Rushdoony. Modern man has a problem with knowledge. He cannot accept God’s Word about the world or anything else, 
so anything which points to God must be called into question. Man, once he makes himself ultimate, is unable to know anything 
but himself. Because of this impass, modern thinking has become progressively pragmatic. This book will lead the reader to 
understand that this problem of knowledge underlies the isolation and self-torment of modern man. Can you know anything if 
you reject God and His revelation? This book takes the reader into the heart of modern man’s intellectual dilemma.

Paperback, 127 pages, indices, $19.00

To Be As God: A Study of Modern Thought Since the Marquis De Sade
By R.J. Rushdoony. This monumental work is a series of essays on the influential thinkers and ideas in modern times. The author 
begins with De Sade, who self-consciously broke with any Christian basis for morality and law. Enlightenment thinking began 
with nature as the only reality, and Christianity was reduced to one option among many. It was then, in turn, attacked as anti-
democratic and anti-freedom for its dogmatic assertion of the supernatural. Literary figures such as Shelly, Byron, Whitman, and 
more are also examined, for the Enlightenment presented both the intellectual and the artist as replacement for the theologian 
and his church. Ideas, such as “the spirit of the age,” truth, reason, Romanticism, persona, and Gnosticism are related to the desire 
to negate God and Christian ethics. Reading this book will help you understand the need to avoid the syncretistic blending of 
humanistic philosophy with the Christian faith.

Paperback, 230 pages, indices, $21.00

By What Standard?
By R.J. Rushdoony. An introduction into the problems of Christian philosophy. It focuses on the philosophical system of Dr. 
Cornelius Van Til, which in turn is founded upon the presuppositions of an infallible revelation in the Bible and the necessity of 
Christian theology for all philosophy. This is Rushdoony’s foundational work on philosophy.

Hardback, 212 pages, index, $14.00
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The One and the Many
By R.J. Rushdoony. Subtitled Studies in the Philosophy of Order and Ultimacy, this work discusses the problem of understanding 
unity vs. particularity, oneness vs. individuality. “Whether recognized or not, every argument and every theological, philosophical, 
political, or any other exposition is based on a presupposition about man, God, and society—about reality. This presupposition 
rules and determines the conclusion; the effect is the result of a cause. And one such basic presupposition is with reference to the 
one and the many.” The author finds the answer in the Biblical doctrine of the Trinity.

Paperback, 375 pages, index, $26.00

The Flight from Humanity
By R.J. Rushdoony. Subtitled A Study of the Effect of Neoplatonism on Christianity.
Neoplatonism is a Greek philosophical assumption about the world. It views that which is form or spirit (such as mind) as good 
and that which is physical (flesh) as evil. But Scripture says all of man fell into sin, not just his flesh. The first sin was the desire to 
be as god, determining good and evil apart from God (Gen. 3:5). Neoplatonism presents man’s dilemma as a metaphysical one, 
whereas Scripture presents it as a moral problem. Basing Christianity on this false Neoplatonic idea will always shift the faith from 
the Biblical perspective. The ascetic quest sought to take refuge from sins of the flesh but failed to address the reality of sins of the 
heart and mind. In the name of humility, the ascetics manifested arrogance and pride. This pagan idea of spirituality entered the 
church and is the basis of some chronic problems in Western civilization.

Paperback, 66 pages, $5.00

Science
The Mythology of Science
By R.J. Rushdoony. This book points out the fraud of the empirical claims of much modern science since Charles Darwin. This 
book is about the religious nature of evolutionary thought, how these religious presuppositions underlie our modern intellectual 
paradigm, and how they are deferred to as sacrosanct by institutions and disciplines far removed from the empirical sciences. 
The “mythology” of modern science is its religious devotion to the myth of evolution. Evolution “so expresses or coincides with 
the contemporary spirit that its often radical contradictions and absurdities are never apparent, in that they express the basic 
presuppositions, however untenable, of everyday life and thought.” In evolution, man is the highest expression of intelligence and 
reason, and such thinking will not yield itself to submission to a God it views as a human cultural creation, useful, if at all, only in 

a cultural context. The basis of science and all other thought will ultimately be found in a higher ethical and philosophical context; whether or not 
this is seen as religious does not change the nature of that context. “Part of the mythology of modern evolutionary science is its failure to admit that 
it is a faith-based paradigm.”

Paperback, 134 pages, $17.00

Politics of Guilt and Pity
By R.J. Rushdoony. From the foreword by Steve 
Schlissel: “Rushdoony sounds the clarion call of liberty 
for all who remain oppressed by Christian leaders who 
wrongfully lord it over the souls of God’s righteous 
ones.… I pray that the entire book will not only 
instruct you in the method and content of a Biblical 
worldview, but actually bring you further into the 

glorious freedom of the children of God. Those who walk in wisdom’s 
ways become immune to the politics of guilt and pity.”

Hardback, 371 pages, index, $20.00

Revolt Against Maturity
By. R.J. Rushdoony. The Biblical doctrine of psychology 
is a branch of theology dealing with man as a fallen 
creature marked by a revolt against maturity. Man 
was created a mature being with a responsibility 
to dominion and cannot be understood from the 
Freudian child, nor the Darwinian standpoint of a 
long biological history. Man’s history is a short one 

filled with responsibility to God. Man’s psychological problems are 
therefore a resistance to responsibility, i.e. a revolt against maturity.

Hardback, 334 pages, index, $18.00

Freud
By R.J. Rushdoony. For years this compact examination 
of Freud has been out of print. And although both 
Freud and Rushdoony have passed on, their ideas are 
still very much in collision. Freud declared war upon 
guilt and sought to eradicate the primary source 
to Western guilt — Christianity.  Rushdoony shows 
conclusively the error of Freud’s thought and the 
disastrous consequences of his influence in society. 

Paperback, 74 pages, $13.00

The Cure of Souls: 
Recovering the Biblical Doctrine of Confession

By R. J. Rushdoony. In The Cure of Souls: Recovering 
the Biblical Doctrine of Confession, R. J. Rushdoony 
cuts through the misuse of Romanism and modern 
psychology to restore the doctrine of confession to 
a Biblical foundation—one that is covenantal and 
Calvinstic. Without a true restoration of Biblical confes-

sion, the Christian’s walk is impeded by the remains of sin. This volume 
is an effort in reversing this trend.

Hardback, 320 pages with index, $26.00

Psychology

$18.20
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$14.00

$12.60
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Alive: An Enquiry into the Origin and Meaning of Life
By Dr. Magnus Verbrugge, M.D. This study is of major importance as a critique of scientific theory, evolution, and contemporary nihilism 
in scientific thought. Dr. Verbrugge, son-in-law of the late Dr. H. Dooyeweerd and head of the Dooyeweerd Foundation, applies the 
insights of Dooyeweerd’s thinking to the realm of science. Animism and humanism in scientific theory are brilliantly discussed.

Paperback, 159 pages, $14.00

Creation According to the Scriptures
Edited by P. Andrew Sandlin. Subtitled: A Presuppositional Defense of Literal Six-Day Creation, this symposium by thirteen authors is a 
direct frontal assault on all waffling views of Biblical creation. It explodes the “Framework Hypothesis,” so dear to the hearts of many 
respectability-hungry Calvinists, and it throws down the gauntlet to all who believe they can maintain a consistent view of Biblical 
infallibility while abandoning literal, six-day creation. It is a must reading for all who are observing closely the gradual defection of many 
allegedly conservative churches and denominations, or who simply want a greater grasp of an orthodox, God-honoring view of the 
Bible.

Paperback, 159 pages, $18.00

Economics
Making Sense of Your Dollars: A Biblical Approach to Wealth
By Ian Hodge. The author puts the creation and use of wealth in their Biblical context. Debt has put the economies of nations and 
individuals in dangerous straits. This book discusses why a business is the best investment, as well as the issues of debt avoidance and 
insurance. Wealth is a tool for dominion men to use as faithful stewards.

Paperback, 192 pages, index, $12.00

Larceny in the Heart: The Economics of Satan and the Inflationary State
By R.J. Rushdoony. In this study, first published under the title Roots of Inflation, the reader sees why envy often causes the most 
successful and advanced members of society to be deemed criminals. The reader is shown how envious man finds any superiority in 
others intolerable and how this leads to a desire for a leveling. The author uncovers the larceny in the heart of man and its results. See 
how class warfare and a social order based on conflict lead to disaster. This book is essential reading for an understanding of the moral 
crisis of modern economics and the only certain long-term cure.

Paperback, 144 pages, indices, $18.00

Biblical Studies
Genesis, Volume I of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
Genesis begins the Bible, and is foundational to it. In recent years, it has become commonplace for both humanists and churchmen to 
sneer at anyone who takes Genesis 1-11 as historical. Yet to believe in the myth of evolution is to accept trillions of miracles to account 
for our cosmos. Spontaneous generation, the development of something out of nothing, and the blind belief in the miraculous 
powers of chance, require tremendous faith. Theology without literal six-day creationism becomes alien to the God of Scripture 
because it turns from the God Who acts and Whose Word is the creative word and the word of power, to a belief in process as god. 
The god of the non-creationists is the creation of man and a figment of their imagination. The entire book of Genesis is basic to Biblical 
theology. The church needs to re-study it to recognize its centrality.

Hardback, 297 pages, indices, $45.00

Exodus, Volume II of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
Essentially, all of mankind is on some sort of an exodus.  However, the path of fallen man is vastly different from that of the righteous.  
Apart from Jesus Christ and His atoning work, the exodus of a fallen humanity means only a further descent from sin into death. But 
in Christ, the exodus is now a glorious ascent into the justice and dominion of the everlasting Kingdom of God. Therefore, if we are to 
better understand the gracious provisions made for us in the “promised land” of the New Covenant, a thorough examination into the 
historic path of Israel as described in the book of Exodus is essential. It is to this end that this volume was written.

Hardback, 554 pages, indices, $45.00

Sermons on Exodus - 128 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 CDs), $60.00 
Save by getting the book and 2 CDs together for only $95.00
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Leviticus, Volume III of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
Much like the book of Proverbs, any emphasis upon the practical applications of God’s law is readily shunned in pursuit of more 
“spiritual” studies. Books like Leviticus are considered dull, overbearing, and irrelevant.  But man was created in God’s image and 
is duty-bound to develop the implications of that image by obedience to God’s law.  The book of Leviticus contains over ninety 
references to the word holy. The purpose, therefore, of this third book of the Pentateuch is to demonstrate the legal foundation of 
holiness in the totality of our lives. This present study is dedicated to equipping His church for that redemptive mission.

Hardback, 449 pages, indices, $45.00

Sermons on Leviticus - 79 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (1 CD), $40.00 
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $76.00

Numbers, Volume IV of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
The Lord desires a people who will embrace their responsibilities. The history of Israel in the wilderness is a sad narrative of a people 
with hearts hardened by complaint and rebellion to God’s ordained authorities. They were slaves, not an army. They would recognize 
the tyranny of Pharaoh but disregard the servant-leadership of Moses. God would judge the generation He led out of captivity, while 
training a new generation to conquer Canaan. The book of Numbers reveals God’s dealings with both generations. The rebellious in 
Israel are judged incessantly while a census is taken to number the armies of Israel according to their tribes. This was an assessment 
of strength and a means to encourage the younger generation to view themselves as God’s army and not Pharaoh’s slaves.

Hardback, index, 428 pages $45.00

Sermons on Numbers - 66 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (1 CD), $40.00 
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $76.00

Deuteronomy, Volume V of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
If you desire to understand the core of Rushdoony’s thinking, this commentary on Deuteronomy is one volume you must read. 
The covenantal structure of this last book of Moses, its detailed listing of both blessings and curses, and its strong presentation 
of godly theocracy provided Rushdoony with a solid foundation from which to summarize the central tenets of a truly Biblical 
worldview—one that is solidly established upon Biblical Law, and one that is assured to shape the future.

Hardback, index, 512 pages $45.00

Sermons on Deuteronomy - 110 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 CDs), $60.00 
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $95.00

Now you can purchase the complete set of five hardback volumes of the Pentateuch 
for $150.00 ($75 savings!)

Chariots of Prophetic Fire: Studies in Elijah and Elisha
By R. J. Rushdoony. See how close Israel’s religious failure resembles our own! Read this to see how the modern Christian is again 
guilty of Baal worship, of how inflation-fed prosperity caused a loosening of morals, syncretism and a decline in educational 
performance. As in the days of Elijah and Elisha, it is once again said to be a virtue to tolerate evil and condemn those who do 
not. This book will challenge you to resist compromise and the temptation of expediency. It will help you take a stand by faith for 
God’s truth in a culture of falsehoods.

Hardback, 163 pages, indices, $30.00

The Gospel of John
By R.J. Rushdoony. In this commentary the author maps out the glorious gospel of John, starting from the obvious parallel to 
Genesis 1 (“In the beginning was the Word”) and through to the glorious conclusion of Christ’s death and resurrection. Nothing 
more clearly reveals the gospel than Christ’s atoning death and His resurrection. They tell us that Jesus Christ has destroyed the 
power of sin and death. John therefore deliberately limits the number of miracles he reports in order to point to and concentrate 
on our Lord’s death and resurrection. The Jesus of history is He who made atonement for us, died, and was resurrected. His life 
cannot be understood apart from this, nor can we know His history in any other light. This is why John’s “testimony is true,” and, 
while books filling the earth could not contain all that could be said, the testimony given by John is “faithful.”

Hardback, 320 pages, indices, $26.00
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Romans and Galatians
By R.J. Rushdoony. From the author’s introduction: 
“I do not disagree with the liberating power of the 
Reformation interpretation, but I believe that it 
provides simply the beginning of our understanding 
of Romans, not its conclusion.... 
The great problem in the church’s interpretation 
of Scripture has been its ecclesiastical orientation, 
as though God speaks only to the church, and 

commands only the church. The Lord God speaks in and through His 
Word to the whole man, to every man, and to every area of life and 
thought…. To assume that the Triune Creator of all things is in His 
word and person only relevant to the church is to deny His Lordship or 
sovereignty.  If we turn loose the whole Word of God onto the church 
and the world, we shall see with joy its power and glory. This is the 
purpose of my brief comments on Romans.”
Hardback, 446 pages, indices, $24.00

Hebrews, James and Jude
By R.J. Rushdoony. There is a resounding call in 
Hebrews, which we cannot forget without going 
astray: “Let us go forth therefore unto him without the 
camp, bearing his reproach” (13:13). This is a summons 
to serve Christ the Redeemer-King fully and faithfully, 
without compromise. When James, in his epistle, says 
that faith without works is dead, he tells us that faith 
is not a mere matter of words, but it is of necessity 

a matter of life. “Pure religion and undefiled” requires Christian charity 
and action. Anything short of this is a self-delusion. James’s letter is 
a corrective the church needs badly. Jude similarly recalls us to Jesus 
Christ’s apostolic commission, “Remember ye the words which have 
been spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 17). 
Jude’s letter reminds us of the necessity for a new creation beginning 
with us, and of the inescapable triumph of the Kingdom of God.

Hardback, 260 pages, $30.00

Sermon on the Mount
By R. J. Rushdoony. So much has been written 
about the Sermon on the Mount, but so little of the 
commentaries venture outside of the matters of the 
heart. The Beatitudes are reduced to the assumed 
meaning of their more popular portions, and much 
of that meaning limits our concerns to downplaying 
wealth, praying in secret, suppressing our worries, 

or simply reciting the Lord’s Prayer. The Beatitudes are the Kingdom 
commission to the new Israel of God, and R. J. Rushdoony elucidates 
this powerful thesis in a readable and engaging commentary on the 
world’s greatest sermon.

Hardback, 150 pages, $20.00

The Church Is Israel Now
By Charles D. Provan. For the last century, Christians 
have been told that God has an unconditional love for 
persons racially descended from Abraham. Membership 
in Israel is said to be a matter of race, not faith. This book 
repudiates such a racialist viewpoint and abounds in 
Scripture references which show that the blessings of 

Israel were transferred to all those who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior.

Paperback, 74 pages, $12.00

The Guise of Every Graceless Heart
By Terrill Irwin Elniff. An extremely important and fresh 
study of Puritan thought in early America. On Biblical 
and theological grounds, Puritan preachers and writers 
challenged the autonomy of man, though not always 
consistently.

Hardback, 120 pages, $7.00

The Great Christian Revolution
By Otto Scott, Mark R. Rushdoony, R.J. Rushdoony, 
John Lofton, and Martin Selbrede. A major work on the 
impact of Reformed thinking on our civilization. Some 
of the studies, historical and theological, break new 
ground and provide perspectives previously unknown 
or neglected.

Hardback, 327 pages, $22.00

Keeping Our Sacred Trust
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. The Bible and the Christian 
Faith have been under attack in one way or another 
throughout much of the history of the church, 
but only in recent times have these attacks been 
perceived within the church as a healthy alternative 
to orthodoxy. This book is a trumpet blast heralding a 
full-orbed, Biblical, orthodox Christianity. The hope of 

the modern world is not a passive compromise with passing heterodox 
fads, but aggressive devotion to the time-honored Faith “once delivered 
to the saints.”

Paperback, 167 pages, $19.00

The Incredible Scofield and His Book
By Joseph M. Canfield. This powerful and fully 
documented study exposes the questionable 
background and faulty theology of the man 
responsible for the popular Scofield Reference Bible, 
which did much to promote the dispensational 
system. The story is disturbing in its historical 
account of the illusive personality canonized as 

a dispensational saint and calls into question the seriousness of his 
motives and scholarship.

Paperback, 394 pages, $24.00
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Taking Dominion
Christianity and the State
By R.J. Rushdoony. You’ll not find a more concise 
statement of Christian government, nor a more 
precise critique of contemporary statistm. This book 
develops tht Biblical view of the state against the 
modern state’s humanism and its attempts to govern 
all spheres of life. Whether it be the influence of Greek 
thought, or the present manifestations of fascism, 

this dynamic volume will provide you with a superb introduction to the 
subject. It reads like a collection of essays on the Christian view of the 
state and the return of true Christian government. 

Hardback, 192 pages, indices, $18.00

Tithing and Dominion
By Edward A. Powell and R.J. Rushdoony. God’s 
Kingdom covers all things in its scope, and its 
immediate ministry includes, according to Scripture, 
the ministry of grace (the church), instruction (the 
Christian and homeschool), help to the needy (the 
diaconate), and many other things. God’s appointed 
means for financing His Kingdom activities is 
centrally the tithe. This work affirms that the Biblical 

requirement of tithing is a continuing aspect of God’s law-word and 
cannot be neglected. This book is “must reading” as Christians work to 
take dominion in the Lord’s name.

Hardback, 146 pages, index, $12.00

Salvation and Godly Rule
By R.J. Rushdoony. Salvation in Scripture includes 
in its meaning “health” and “victory.” By limiting the 
meaning of salvation, men have limited the power of 
God and the meaning of the Gospel. In this study R. J. 
Rushdoony demonstrates the expanse of the doctrine 
of salvation as it relates to the rule of the God and His 
people.

Paperback, 661 pages, indices, $35.00

Noble Savages: Exposing the Worldview 
of Pornographers and Their War Against 
Christian Civilization
By R. J. Rushdoony. In this powerful book Noble 
Savages (formerly The Politics of Pornography) 
Rushdoony demonstrates that in order for modern 
man to justify his perversion he must reject the 
Biblical doctrine of the fall of man. If there is no fall, 

the Marquis de Sade argued, then all that man does is normative. 
Rushdoony concluded, “[T]he world will soon catch up with Sade, 
unless it abandons its humanistic foundations.” In his conclusion 
Rushdoony wrote, “Symptoms are important and sometimes very 
serious, but it is very wrong and dangerous to treat symptoms rather 
than the underlying disease. Pornography is a symptom; it is not the 
problem.” What is the problem? It’s the philosophy behind pornography 
— the rejection of the fall of man that makes normative all that man 
does. Learn it all in this timeless classic.

Paperback, 161 pages, $18.00

In His Service: The Christian Calling to Charity
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian faith once meant 
that a believer responded to a dark world by actively 
working to bring God’s grace and mercy to others, 
both by word and by deed. However, a modern, 
self-centered church has isolated the faith to a 
pietism that relinquishes charitable responsibility to 
the state. The end result has been the empowering 

of a humanistic world order. In this book, Rushdoony elucidates the 
Christian’s calling to charity and its implications for Godly dominion. In 
an age when Christian action is viewed in political terms, a return to 
Christian works of compassion and Godly service will help usher in a 
return of the reign of God as no piece of legislation ever could.

Hardback, 232 pages, $23.00

Roots of Reconstruction
By R.J. Rushdoony. This large volume provides all 
of Rushdoony’s Chalcedon Report articles from 
the beginning in 1965 to mid-1989. These articles 
were, with his books, responsible for the Christian 
Reconstruction and theonomy movements. More 
topics than could possibly be listed. Imagine having 
24 years of Rushdoony’s personal research for just $20.

Hardback, 1124 pages, $20.00

A Comprehensive Faith
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. This is the surprise 
Festschrift presented to R.J. Rushdoony at his 80th 
birthday celebration in April, 1996. These essays are 
in gratitude to Rush’s influence and elucidate the 
importance of his theological and philosophical 
contributions in numerous fields. Contributors include 
Theodore Letis, Brian Abshire, Steve Schlissel, Joe 

Morecraft III, Jean-Marc Berthoud, Byron Snapp, Samuel Blumenfeld, 
Christine and Thomas Schirrmacher, Herbert W. Titus, Owen Fourie, 
Ellsworth McIntyre, Howard Phillips, Joseph McAuliffe, Andrea Schwartz, 
David Estrada-Herrero, Stephen Perks, Ian Hodge, and Colonel V. Doner. 
Also included is a forward by John Frame and a brief biographical 
sketch of R. J. Rushdoony’s life by Mark Rushdoony. This book was 
produced as a “top-secret” project by Friends of Chalcedon and donated 
to Ross House Books. It is sure to be a collector’s item one day.

Hardback, 244 pages, $23.00
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Theology
Systematic Theology (in two volumes)
By R. J. Rushdoony. Theology belongs in the pulpit, the school, the workplace, the family and everywhere. Society as 
a whole is weakened when theology is neglected. Without a systematic application of theology, too often people 
approach the Bible with a smorgasbord mentality, picking and choosing that which pleases them. This two-volume set 
addresses this subject in order to assist in the application of the Word of God to every area of life and thought.

Hardback, 1301 pages, indices, $70.00

Eschatology
Thy Kingdom Come: Studies in Daniel and Revelation
By R.J. Rushdoony. This book helped spur the modern rise of postmillennialism. Revelation’s details are often perplexing, even 
baffling, and yet its main meaning is clear—it is a book about victory. It tells us that our faith can only result in victory. “This is the 
victory that overcomes the world, even our faith” (1 John 5:4). This is why knowing Revelation is so important. It assures us of our 
victory and celebrates it. Genesis 3 tells us of the fall of man into sin and death. Revelation gives us man’s victory in Christ over sin 
and death. The vast and total victory, in time and eternity, set forth by John in Revelation is too important to bypass. This victory is 
celebrated in Daniel and elsewhere, in the entire Bible. We are not given a Messiah who is a loser. These eschatological texts make 
clear that the essential good news of the entire Bible is victory, total victory.

Paperback, 271 pages, $19.00

Thine is the Kingdom: A Study of the Postmillennial Hope
Edited by Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr. False eschatological speculation is destroying the church today, by leading her to neglect her 
Christian calling. In this volume, edited by Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., the reader is presented with a blend of Biblical exegesis of key 
Scripture passages, theological reflection on important doctrinal issues, and practical application for faithful Christian living. Thine 
is the Kingdom lays the scriptural foundation for a Biblically-based, hope-filled postmillennial eschatology, while showing what 
it means to be postmillennial in the real world. The book is both an introduction to and defense of the eschatology of victory. 
Chapters include contemporary writers Keith A. Mathison, William O. Einwechter, Jeffrey Ventrella, and Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., as 
well as chapters by giants of the faith Benjamin B. Warfield and J.A. Alexander.

Paperback, 260 pages, $22.00

God’s Plan for Victory
By R.J. Rushdoony. An entire generation of victory-minded Christians, spurred by the victorious postmillennial vision of Chalcedon, 
has emerged to press what the Puritan Fathers called “the Crown Rights of Christ the King” in all areas of modern life. Central to 
that optimistic generation is Rousas John Rushdoony’s jewel of a study, God’s Plan for Victory (originally published in 1977). The 
founder of the Christian Reconstruction movement set forth in potent, cogent terms the older Puritan vision of the irrepressible 
advancement of Christ’s kingdom by His faithful saints employing the entire law-Word of God as the program for earthly victory.

Booklet, 41 pages, $6.00

Infallibility and Interpretation
By Rousas John Rushdoony & P. Andrew Sandlin. 
The authors argue for infallibility from a distinctly 
presuppositional perspective. That is, their arguments 
are unapologetically circular because they believe 
all ultimate claims are based on one’s beginning 
assumptions. The question of Biblical infallibility 
rests ultimately in one’s belief about the character 

of God. They believe man is a creature of faith, not, following the 
Enlightenment’s humanism, of reason. They affirm Biblical infallibility 
because the God Whom the Bible reveals could speak in no other 
way than infallibly, and because the Bible in which God is revealed 
asserts that God alone speaks infallibly. Men deny infallibility to God 
not for intellectual reasons, but for ethical reasons—they are sinners 
in rebellion against God and His authority in favor of their own. The 
authors wrote convinced that only by a recovery of faith in an infallible 
Bible and obedience to its every command can Christians hope to turn 
back evil both in today’s church and culture.

Paperback, 100 pages, $6.00

Predestination in Light of the Cross
By John B. King, Jr.  The author defends the 
predestination of Martin Luther while providing a 
compellingly systematic theological understanding of 
predestination. This book will give the reader a fuller 
understanding of the sovereignty of God.

Paperback, 314 pages, $24.00

Sovereignty
By R. J. Rushdoony. The doctrine of sovereignty is a cru-
cial one. By focusing on the implications of God’s sover-
eignty over all things, in conjunction with the law-word 
of God, the Christian will be better equipped to engage 
each and every area of life. Since we are called to live in 
this world, we must bring to bear the will of our Sover-
eign Lord in all things. With clear prose and stimulating 

insights, Rushdoony will take you on a transforming journey into the 
fullness of the Kingdom of God, i.e., His goal for history.

Hardback, 519 pages, $40.00
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A History of Modern Philosophy

1. Descartes & Modern Philosophy: The 
Birth of Subjectivism

2. Berkeley to Kant: The Collapse of the 
Outer World

3. Hegel to Marx to Dewey: The Creation of 
a New World

4. Existentialism: The New God Creates His Own Nature
5. Sade to Genet: The New Morality
6. From Artisan to Artist: Art in the Modern Culture
7. The Impact of Philosophy on Religion: The Principle of Modernity
8. The Implication of Modern Philosophy: The Will to Fiction

(8 CDs) $64.00

Epistemology: The Christian 
Philosophy of Knowledge

1. Facts & Epistemology
2. Circular Reasoning
3. Facts & Presuppositions
4. Faith & Knowledge
5. Epistemological Man
6. Irrational Man
7. Death of God & It’s Implications
8. Authority & Knowledge
9. Ultimate Authority
10. A Valid Epistemology/Flight from Reality

(10 CDs) $80.00

Apologetics

1. Apologetics I
2. Apologetics II
3. Apologetics III

(3 CDs) $24.00

The Crown Rights of Christ the King

1. Bringing Back the King
2. Over All Men
3. Over Church and State
4. Over Every Sphere of Life
5. The Fear of Victory
6. The Gospel According to St. Ahab

(6 CDs) $48.00

The United States Constitution

1. The U.S. Constitution: Original Intent
2. The U.S. Constitution: Changing Intent
3. The U.S. Constitution Changed
4. The U.S. Constitution and The People

(4 CDs) $32.00

Economics, Money & Hope

1. How the Christian Will Conquer 
Through Economics: The Problem and 
the Very Great Hope

3. Money, Inflation, and Morality
4. The Trustee Family and Economics

(3 CDs) $24.00

Postmillennialism in America

1. Postmillennialism in America: 
A History, Part I

 Postmillennialism in America: 
A History, Part II

2. The Millennium: Now or Later?
 The Second Coming of Christ: 

The Blessed Hope

(2 CDs - 2 lectures on each disc) $20.00

A Critique of Modern Education

1. Messianic Character of 
American Education

2. The Influence of Socialism 
in American Education

3. Intellectual Schizophrenia
4. Necessity for Christian Education

(4 CDs) $32.00

English History

1. John Wycliff
2. King Richard III
3. Oliver Cromwell 
4. John Milton, Part I 
5. John Milton, Part II

(5 CDs) $40.00

Special Message Series by Rushdoony on Audio CDs!

$44.80

$16.80

$14.00

$22.40

$28.00

$16.80

$56.00

$33.60

$22.40


